CHAPTER-VI

SUMMARY

6.1 The Problem

6.1.1 Education in general and elementary education in parﬁicun
lar because of its usefulness in various walks of 1life and
other fields, is being given a lot of - importance .all over the
world, All nations - bhig and small, developing and developed,
are conscious of the usefulness of education and are taking
steps for its sproad. In recent years UMICEY has shown a keen
interest in the spread of primary/elementary education and
has initiated/financed many innovative projects like Comprehen-
sive Access to Primary Education (CAPE), Primary Education
Curviculum Renewal (PECR), etc. for improvement of primary/

elementary education in the member countries..

Bducation is multi-functional. It helps the individual
to grow to his capacity, to dzvelop a bhalanced and integrated
personality, to think logically and rationally, to grow pro-
fessionally and above all helps him to have a hetter and richer
life. It plays a major role in the national and economic de-
velopment of the country. 7Tt is very helpful in the successful
and smooth functioning of thr democracy as it enables the indi-
vidual to make correct use of his voting right in electing
capable persons for governing the country. Yeeping in view
the usefulness of education, many countries have made seven/'

eight yecar education compulsory.

Our national leaders realising the importance of educa-
tion made it a Constitutional obligation of the State ko provide
free and compulsory education to its childran till they attain
the age of fourtcen years and they also laid down the time
limit i.e. within ten years after the commencement of Constitu-.

Central and State Governments are making

tion, to achieve it.
of free and

efforts to achieve the Congtitulbional obhjective
compulsory education hy opening new primary and middle schools,
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by bringing children within the school»f&ld through enrolmént
drives and by offering various incentives 1like mid-dax reals,
free text-books, free uniforms, ”aftendéﬁqe‘ scholarships to
girls, scholarships to Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe
children, etc. Consequently , there has been a’ substaﬁtial
increase in the number of schools and in enrolment at the ele~:

mentary stage.

Provision of educational facilities 1is an essenéial
input for the spread of education and enrolment is an indicator =
of the utilisation of the educational facilities as wellas
of the efficiency of the Education Systém. 'In order to ‘have
a true perspective ’of the growth of educational facilities
and of enrolment, the study entitled 'A Study)'cff the Growth
of Educational Facilities and Enrolment at the Elementary stage
in India' has heen undertaken. The following are the pain objec-

tives of the study. : . PR
-

1. To situdy the growth of educational facilities for
primary stage. ‘ ,
2. To study the growth of educational facilities for

middle stage. .
3. To study the growth of enrolment in classes I-VIII,

I-V and VI-VIII in respect of total enrolment, enrol-

ment of girls and of Scheduled Castes aﬁd Scheduled”

Tribes.

This study envisages to investigate and discuss the
following issues for the country as a whole and also for the
selected States:

1. Growth of educational facilities for primary stage.

2. Growth of educational facilities for middle stage.

3. Unserved habitations and unserved population for

vrimary and middle stages.



6.1.2

S
Ly
Py

Imbalances in the availability of educational facili-

4.
ties at primary and middle stages between .the States
and within the selected States. “

5. Growth of enrolment in classes I-VIII, I-V and VI-
VIII over years.

6. Growth of enrolment of girls,Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Trihes over years.

7. Study of Retention Rates for Claszes T-V and I-VITI.

Assumptions

1. If the educational facilities for primary and middle
stages are available in a habhitation then those
are meant for all, bhoth for hoys and girls.

2. It 1is assumed that all urban areas have primary
and middle schools in Ehem and as such these have
educational facilities for both primary and middle
stages.

Scope

1. This study relates to elementary cducation comprising
primary and middle stages of general education.

2. This study relates to the availabiiity of educational
facilities in the rural areas only.

3. This study relates to only the availahility of educa-
tional facilities and not to their adeguancy.

4. Different sets of school c¢lasses constitute the

primary and middle stages in States. In most of
the States classes I-V constitute the primary stage
but in States like 7ssam, Cujarat, Karnataka, Xerala,
ctc. classes I-TV  constitute he primary stage.
In most of the States classes VI-VIII ‘constitute the =
middle stage but there are States like Assam,
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ﬁuféré&: Kerala etc. where classes V-VII consti-
tute the middle stage and in Andhra Pradesh
classes VI-VII constitute the middle stage.(This
structure existed in 1986-87).

The education pattern as rccommended by the Gentre
is classes I-V are to constitute the primary stage and
classes VI-VIII the middle stage. As such in this study
comparability hetween the States on the growth of enrolment
Retention Rates, etc. has heen studied for classes I-VIII‘
(corresponding to elementary staée),classes I-V (primary

stage) an- classes VI-VIII (mid-lle stage).

6.2 Methodoloyy, P®rocedure and Analyvsis of Data

6.2.1 1t 'Is a documentation Stuldy. The educabional data
available in the publications -of the Department
of Education, Ministry of "luman Resource Development,
NMational Council of =Educational Regsearch and Train--
ing, Planning’ Commission, and National TITnstitute
of Planning and Administration were scanned, screened
and reviewed., The following publications constitute

the main reference and source material for the study.

1. Census of 7India, 1971, Primary Census Ahstract

¢

Gencral Population
2.Fducation in India {(Volume 1), MMinistry of Educa-
tion (from 1974-75 onwards).

2. A Handhook of REducational and Allied Statistics,
Ministry of Human nNesource DNevelopment, Covt.

of India (1937).
4. Report of the All-India Fducational Survey,

Ministry of Fducation, Government of India (196K).

. Second All-Inlia “ducational Survey, MNational

(1]

Council of TBducational Recsearch and Training

(1967),
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6. Third All-India Educational Survey=FEducational
FAcilities and Enrolment ({School Iducation),
Mational Council of &ducational Research and

Training (1979}.

7. Fourth All-India EBducational Survey, National
Council of Rducational Rescarch and Training
(1982).

8. Fifth All-India Trucational Survey-Selected
Statistics, National Council of Tducational

Pesearch and Training (1589).

9. State Tahles -~ PFourth All-Tndia Fducational Survey

("Manuscripts).

10. State Tables - Fifth All-India Bducational Survey

(Manuscripts)

The Grudy covored a span of forky years from 1947
onvards but detailed state-wise analysis was confined
to 1973-86. 1In the Stake-wise data analysis seventeen
states namely  Andhra Oradesh,Ancam, Tihar, Gujarat,
Haryana, Himachal Praﬂeﬁh, Jammu & Hasivnir, ¥arnatala,
Xerala, Madhya Pradesh, MMaharashtra, Orissa, Punjab,

Rajasthan, Tamil MNadu, Uttar Pradesh and %Yest Dengal
were included. Tach of the selected states had popu-
lation of more than one crore excepk Himachal Prladesh
and Jammu % Yashmir and cach state had more than 10

Aistricts. The comhined population of the selected

States constituterd around 97% of the country.

In order to highlight the wvarios facets of growth
of educational facilities and of enrolment, the ana-

lysis of data was done on the following lines:

i) Study ofchanges taliing place on the two variables
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viz. educational facilities and enrolment over
a period of time had been the main focus. In
order to elicit growth, comparisons of the
following type were cdone: ‘

a) Comparison of the State with itself at
different points of time.

h) Comparison hetween the States at one or more
than one points of time.

c) Comparison of the State with the national

average.

ii)To study the change, all data were studied at

iii)

iv)

least at more than one points of time. The points
of time to study the data were mainly 1973,
1978 and 1986. o

Some changes were studied for a period of tine
e.g. annual growth rates of enrolment for classes
I-YIII/1-V/VI-VIIT for the periods 1973-85, 197?—
78 and 1978-~86,

Changes -in enrolment were studied for compo-
site elementary stage (classes I-VIII) and sepa-
rately for primary stage (classes I-V) and for
middle stage ({(classcs VI-VIII).

In order to study the various aspects of growth
of educatiom facilities and enrolment besides per-

centage and range, the following indicators were

used:

i)

ii)

iii) Number of orimary/middle sections per

Index of Primary REducational Facilities (IPEF)-
the percentage of rural population served for
primary stage within one km. .

Index of “iddle Educational Facilities (IMEF)-
the percentage of rural population served for
middle stage within 2 km.

lakh of



population.
iv) Co-efficient of FEguality
v} Index of Vvariation (I) - to study imbalances.
vi) Annual Growth Rate (compound)
vii) Age specific Enrolment Ratios
viii) Index of Enrolment Growth(Base year 1973-74)
i%) Enrolment Iwdices
x) Retention mMates
5.2.5 Important Concepts and Definitions
i) Habitation A habitationis a distinct cluster
of houses existing in a compact and contiguous
manner with a local name. An inhabited village
may have one or more than one habitations.
ii) Distance means convenient walking distance.
The distance between a school and a habitation
- is the convenient walking distance between the
school and the central point of the habitation.
Distance bhetween two habitations means the con-
venient walking distance between the central
points of two hahitations. o
iii) Distance Criterion

a) Primary Stage According to Third (1973)

Fourth(1978) and Fifth All-India Educational

Survey (1984) if a habitation has primary
school/ section either within the hahitation
of residence or within a distance of 1 km,
then that habitation is deemed to have faci-

lities for primary stage.

b) Middle Stage According ko Third, Fourth
and Tifth All-India *ducational Surveys if

2
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a habitation. has a middle school/section either
within the habitation of residence or within
2 distance of 3 km, that habitaﬁion is deemed
to have facilities for middle stage.

iv} Primary Section Any school having primary

stage classes in it has a primary section.

v) Middle Section Any school having middle stage

classes in it has a middle section.

6.3 ain Findings

The study relates to the growth of educational facili-
ties for elementary stage comprising primary and middle stages
of education and of enrolment which is an indicator of the
utilisation of the educational facilities as well as of the
efficiency of the Tducational System. Some ofthe salient findings
of the study are given helow: :

6.3.1 Educationai racilities at Primary Stage

6.3.7.1 The country has almost achieved universal provi-
sion of educational facilities for primary stage.
In 1986, £0.34% rural o»opulation had primary
schools/sections within the habitation of resi-
dence and 94.50% had the facility within a walk-
ing distance of 1 'm. There had been a steady
growth of educational facilities. In 1957,
only 59.75% rural population had primary schools/
sections within the habitation of residence;
in 1973, this percentage rose to 76.12 and '
to 80.39 in 1986. The percentage of population
having the facility within a distance of 1 km
rose from 90.34 in 1972 to 94.60 in 1986.

6.3.1.2 Among States in 1986 Nayaland had the highest
percentage‘ of population (98.85) served within
the habhitation of residence followed by !Mizoram
(98.05) and Gujarat (97.83). Himachal Pradesh
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had the lowest percentage of population (46.51)
served for primary stage within the habitation
of residence and next to it were Uttar Pradesh
(55.69) and Tripura (57.04},

In 1986, the States and Union Territories of
Andhra  Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana, Xarnatdka
Maharashtra, ™izoram, Magaland, Punjab,
Chandigarh, Delhi and Lakshadweep had more than
90% population having the facility for primary
stage within the habitationof residence.

The States and Union Territories with less than
70% rural population secrved for primary stage
within the habitation of rcsidence were Arunachal
Pradesh ,Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Tripura, Uttar
Pradesh, A &N Islands and Dadra and Nagar Haveli.

In 1986 the States of Andhra Pradesh (99.17),
Gujarat (09.45 ),"aryana {99.37 ), Magaland
(99.45 ), DPunjab (99.40) and -Union Territories
of Chandigarh (99.67 ), Lakshadweep (100.00)
Delhi (100.00) and Pondicherry (29.02) had
more than 99% rural population scrved for primary
stage within a walking distance of 1 km. These

- almeet achissd the: universal provision of educational

facilities for primary stage.

In 1986 the States and tinion Territories with
less than 90% npopulation served for primary
stage within a distance of 1xm were Arunachal
Pradesh, ‘'limachal Pradesh, ‘leghalaya, Si%kim,
Tripura, Uttar 7Pradesh, 2" Islan?s, and Dadra

% Nagar Haveli.

In 1957, 27.2A% habitations had primary schools/
sections within the hahitation of residence
as against 44.32% in 1973 and 51.36% in 1936.

In 1972, 75.55% hahitations had primary schools/

have



L85

sections within a walking distance of 1 km as against
84.45% habitations in 1986.

6.3.1.8 In 1972, 74.96% habitations with’ popﬁiati}m'
300 or more had primary schools/sections within
the habitation’ and 90.49% habitations had these
within»a distance of 1 km. The position improved
slightly in 1986 when the percentages of these
habitations having primary schools/sections
within the habitation and within distance of
1 km were 76.99 and 94.01 respectively.

6.3.1.92 In 1986 among States !agaland had the highest
percentage (95.59 ) of hahitations (with popula-
lation 300 or more) having primary schools/
sections within the habitation followed by
Mizoram(97.79), Gujarat (95.50' } and Punijab
(26.26). Uttar Pradesh had the lowest percentage
{47.561) of hahitations serves within the habita-
tion and next to it were Tripura (52.%2), Goa

{59.59) and Timachal Pradesh(64.12).

65.3.1.10 The unscrved habikations for pfimary stage cons-~
tituted 2/.92° habhitations in the 1973, 19.77%
in 1978 and 15.55% in 1986, thereby indicating
that the percentage of unserved habitations was
decreasing gradually. In 1986, there were 152230
unservesd habitations in the country =42 in the
popultion slabh 5000 and above, 424 in the slab
2000-4999, 2236 in the slab 1000-1999 and 9854
in the sla» 500-999. ‘Tore than one third
(34.77%) unserve”? habhitations ha® population

less than 100.

6.3.1.11 Of the 42 unserved hahitations 4m popunlation-
" slab 5000 and above, 38 were in Xerala and of

the 424 unserved habitations in the population

slab 2000-4999, 221 weroe in Xerala, 97 in thar

Pra‘esh and 20 in 7est Tengal.
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During 1973-86 in the category ‘'within the ‘hahi-
tation' Rajasthan had the highest increase- ,
(10.39) in percentage of population served,
followed by Andhra Pradesh (10.21), and Jaﬁmu
% Xashmir (10.05). UWest Bengal had a fall in

percentage (1.82) of population served. For

category 'within 1 km’ llimachal Pradesh had the

highest increase (11.27) in percentage of popula~-

tion served, followed by Rajasthan (9.93) and

Madhya Pradesh (7.19). Assam ha? a marginal

fall (0.28) in percentage of jpopulation served.
It was observed that educatioﬁally backward
States had a higher increase in percentage of
population served during 1973-86 in comparison
to the educationally advanced States.

The Index of Variation hetween the States and
Union Territories in the country for the category
'within the habhitation' Aecreased from 0.2737
in 1972 to 0.1883 in 1986 and for the category
'within 1 km' from 0.1239 in \1073 to 0.0751
in 1236, indicating therehy that the variations
on percentage of population served 'within the
habitation' and ‘within 1 km' between States
and hUnion Territories were narrowing ~Adown.
In 1986 among the selected States the Index
within the State for the ‘'within the habitation’
category was the highest (0.4240) for Himachal
Pradesh followed h»y 0.34117 for Uttar Pradesh,
and 0.1466 for Jammu and Kashmir. Punijab and
Gujarat hal the lowest Index (0.0222), next
to. it was FHaryana (0.Nn359). T7vor the category
'within 1 km' against Himachal Pradesh had the
highest TIndex (0.1297) followedl My /Rajasthan
(0.0524) an” "ttar Pradesh (0.0509). The Index.
was the lowest (0.0040) for Punjab and next

/Jammu &
Yashmir
{0.0923),
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/rose from 77.96 to
81.59., Similarly
the percentage

to it were Andhra rradesh (0.0556) and Gujarat
(0.0065). 1Index for the year.1§86;for the cate-
gory ' within the habitation ' for the selected :
States were lower than the corresponding Index

for the year 1978 except those of Bihar, Maha-
rashtra, Punjab and Rajasthan and for the cate-
gory ‘'within 1 km' also the indices for the
year 19286 were lower than the corresponding
indices for the year 1273 except for Bihar,
Orissa and Punjéb. The data indicate that on
the whole the variations on the percentage of
population served for primary stage within

the state for hoth the categorieé 'within .the
habhitation' and 'within 1 '
down. The indices within the state for the
category 'within the habitation' for both the .
years, the selected State werce higher than the -
corresponding Indices for the category ‘'within
1 km' indiating thereby that the wvariatiods.
for the category 'within the habitation' were
higher and more marked than those for the cate-

were narrowing

gory 'within 1 xm'.

The educational facilities for primarf stage
in hahitations (S.C.) had improved in 1986 hoth
in terms of percentage of habitations and popu-
lation served over the year 1978. The percentaye
of  hahitations having the facility . 'within
the habitation'of residence rose from 231.58
in 1972 to 37.67 in 1986 and for the category
'within 1 km' the percentage fof population in
habitations (&.C.) served within the habitation
of residence rose from /2.40 to £5.21 and percen-
tage of population served within 1‘km rose from

8%9.94 in 1978 to 91.14 in 1826,
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The educational facilities for primary stage
in habitations (S.T.) had improved in 1986 both
in terms of percentage of habitations and popu-
lation served over the year 1972. The percentage
of habitations having primary schools/sectioné
in them rose from 23.05 in 1973 to 45.43 in
1986 and those having primary schools/sections
within a distance of 1 %m rose from 58.52 in
1978 to 74.46 in 120A. Similarly, the percentage
of populatidn in Thahitations (S.7T.) having
primary schools/sections in the habitation of
residence rosc from 62.96 to 72.18 and for the
population having facility within a distance

of 1 Im the percentage rose from 82.99 to 83.25.

Educational Facilities at Middle Stage

The Educational facilities at middle stage

improved considerably during the last four deca-
des. In 1957, only 2.123% habhitations had middle
schools/sections in them. This perceontage rose
to 2.69 in 1972 and 13.25 in 1986. In 1873,
58.26% habitations had middle schools/sections
within a walking rlistance of 3 km and that

percentage rose ko 75.80 in 19843.

In 1965, ?5.45% sopulation had middle schools/
sections within te habitation of residence
and this percentage rose to 28.56 in 1272 an<
36.98 in 19

tion had “acilities for middle stage within

86, ™Tn 1973, 71.97% rural popula-

a distance of 2 kn including the population
having the facility within the habitation of

residence " and  thas percentage rose to  35.39
1
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In 1936, among States Mizoram had the highest
percentage (80.27 ) of population served for
middle stage within the habitation of residence
followed by Gujarat (74.90), Xerala (69.17)
and Haryana (561.84). MAmonyg Union Territories
Lakshadweep (92.16), Daman & Diu (60.39), Delhi
(53.69) and handigarh (56.80) had more than
50% rural population served for middle’ stage
within the habitation of residence. Among States
NMimachal Pradesh had the lowest percentage

(17.73 ) served within the habitation of resi-
dence and next to it were West Tengal (18.47),

Uttar Pradesh (20.41), Goa (22.74) and ~Assam(24.19).

- Ameng Union Territories, Dadrd ¥ Nagax Hawveli,

had the Tlowest percentage (9.14) served.

In 1985, Andhra Pradesh had the highest percen-
tage (97.22) of popnulation served within a walk-
ing distance of 3 km. Other States having more
than 90% ponulation sesrved withina distance of
3 km were Gujarat (94.43), Haryana (93.12),
Rerala (95.22), Punjab (92.49) and Goa (91,792).
AliUnion Territories oxcept A&Y Islands (72.57)
and Dadra an? Hagar Ilaveli (65.32) had more
than 903 population 'served’ within 3 km. Among
States Arunachal Pradesh had the lowest percen-
tage (472.19 ) of population scrved within 23
km. The other 3tates with less than 80% popula-
tion served were Timachal Pradesh (76.04),

Heghalaya (54.99), Magaland{66.41), Madhya Pradesh

(62.58), Sixkim (756.20) and Rajasthan (77.00).

Considering the  habitations with population
500 or wore, in 1973, 24.03% hahitations of
this type ha niddle schools/sections in them.
Tis percentaye rose to 28.42 in 1078 and 29.93
in 19046, In 1972, 70.77% hahitations with popula-



tion 500 or more had middle ,schools/sections

within a distance of 3 km including the popula-
tion having the facility within the habitation
of residence. This percentage rose to 78.4é
in 1978 and 24,45 in 1986. Among States Mizoram
had the highest percentage (89.54) of habitations
of this type thaving wmiddle schools/sections
in them followed hy rujarat (65.828), Kerala
(51.16) and Maharashtra(50.98). Vest Bengal
had the lowest percentage (14.53} and next to
it were Uttar Pradesh (146.88) and RBihar (19.98).
Among Union Territories, in Lakshadweep all
the habitations with population 500 or more
had middle schools or gsections in them, followed
by  Chandigarh (57.39) and A2N Islands(50.48).
Dadra & Magar Jfaveli had the lowest percentage
(11.76). |

In 1972, 382439 (41.74%) rural habitations did
not have middle schdols/sections within 3 km;
This percentage came down to 33.14 in 1978 and
24,20 in 19846. TIn 19386, 2.37 lakh habitations
were unserved i.e.these did not have facilities
for middle stage within a distance of 3 km.
Of the unserved habhitations 15958 (56.73%) had
population 1000 or more including 121 with popu-
lation 5000 0r more and 2303 having popultion
in betwen 20008 and 4999 and 181147 (76.44%) un-
served habitations ha® vpopulation less than

500.

Of the 121 unserved habhitationswith population
5000 or more, Xerala had 40 habhitations and

Yast Rengal hatd 29 hahitations.
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During the period 1973-86 among -the selected
States, Waryana *ad the highest increase (18.683)
in percentage of population served within the
habitation of residence folléweﬁ by Madhya

Pradesh (11.98) and Andhra Pradesh (11.11).
West RNengal had a fall in percentage of popula-
lation served. As regards the percentage of
popultion served for middle stage within 2 km,

the highest increase in percentage of population

served was in Andhra Pradesh (32.58) followed
by Hadhya Pradesh (17.49) and Rajasthan (17.32).

In the selected States, Junagarh District
(Gujarat) had the highest percentage (95.04)
of population served for middle stage within

the hahitation of rosidence and Gonda District

{Uttar Pradesh}) had the lowest bercentage (7.13)
of population thus served. The Index of Varia-
tion bhetwen the States and Union Territorics

came down from 0.7752 in 1978 to 0.5739 indica-

ting that the variations hetwen States and Union
Tarritorics on percentaye of population served
within the Thabitation were narrowing down.
In the category 'within 2 Xxm' the Index of Vari-
ation came down from 0.7646 in 1978 to 0.1483
in 1986. In 1984 for the category 'within the
hahitation', Himachal Pradesh had the highest
{0.5574) Index of Variation followed Wy Uttar
Pradesh(0. 4629) and Assam (0.4267).  Against
this Xerala had the lowest (0.1382) Index of
Variation, next to it were fHaryana (0.1958),
Gujarat (0.2073). Tor tha category ‘'within 3
km', Jawmmu & Fashmir had the highest (0.1791)

Index of Variation, followed by Assam (0.1707)
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and Himachal Pradesh (0.1678). - Agéinst Ehis, andhra
Pradesh had the lowest (0.0208) Index of Variation,
next to it were Punjab (0.0404) and Haryana (0.0419).
For the selected States, thé Indices of Variation
for the year. 1996 for the category iwiﬁhin 3 km)
were lower than the corresponding Indices of Véria~
tion for the year 1978 except for BRihar, Gujarat,
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu. Indices of Variation
in respect of the selected States for the category -
'within the habitation' werc higher than those for

the category 'within 3 km.'

6.3.2.9 The educational facilities for habitations predomi-
nantly populated by Scheduled Castes were better
in 1986 than those available in 1978. 5.57% habita-
tions (5.C.) accounting for 15.42% population in
habittions (S.C.) had -facilities for middle stage
within the habitation of residence against 3.59%
habitations accounting for 12.92% population -in
habitations (S.C.) having it in 1978. Tn 1985, 74.43%
hahitations (8.C.) having in them 79.328% population
in habitations (8.C.) had facilities for middle

stage within 3 km.

6.3.2.10 In 1986, 6.55% habitations (S8.7T.) accounting for
18.71% population in habittions (S.T.) had middle
schools/sections in them against 4.35% habitations
(5.7.)having 12.35% nopulation in habhitations (S.T.)
having middle schools/sections in them in 1978.
In 1986, 52.99% hahitations (S5.7.) accountiné for
632.76% population in habitations (S5.T.) were serverl

for middle stage within 3 lum.

6.3.3 Primary /Middle Sections per lakh of Population

6.3.3.1 In 1973, there werc 102 schools with primary
classes per lakh of population within rural areas but
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in 1986, their number came down to 94.

In 1972, there were 20 schools with middle
stage classes per lakh of population in  the
rural areas and their number rose to 24 in
19¢85.

In rural areas, there was one middle section
for every 5.12 primary sections in 1973, for
4.38 primary sections in '1978 and for 3.84
primary sections in 1986. In 1986 Kerala
had one middle section for every 1.30 primary
sections and West Bengal had 6.63 primary

sections per middle section.

6.3.4 Growth of Enrolment

6.3.4.1

In 1986 (as on 20.9.86) the ecnrolment at the
elementary stage (classes I-VIII) was 1139
lakhs dincluding 846 lakhs (74.28%) in the
schools in rural areas. The enrolm:pntj in
classes I-V was 9367 lakhs and in classes VI-
VITI it was 272 lakhs. The enrolment of Sche-
duled Castes anrl Scheduled ™rihes was 191
lakhs and 84 lakhs respectively. Giris consti-
tutad 29.79% of the total enrolment at the

elementary stage.

nuring 1973-25, the percentage increase in
enrolment in classes T-VITT, T-V, and VI-VITI
was 51.43, A1.51 and 94.99 respectively.
The corresponding percentage increases for
girls were 65.26, 54.329 and 124.329 which were
higher than the percentsge ‘increases in the

total.

Annual Growth Rate  (compound) for the period
1972-86 for classe%I-VIII was 23.24 per cent.

The corresponding Growth Rates for girls,
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Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes were 3.§4,-5.7O
and 5.90 respectively. The ' edqcationallY} backward
States 1like Rajasthan (5.72), Bihar (4.80), Andhra-
Pradesh (4.62), Jammu & Kashmir. (4.34), Assam (4.20)‘
etc. had higher growth rates than the educationally
advanced States like Xerala (0.15), Punjab (0 .27)

etc.

.Index of ©Tnrolment Growth (TIRG) at the elementary stage

(classes I-VIII) (%Base Year 1973-74=100) was 115 for
the year 1978 and 151 for the year 1986. For the vear
1978 and 1986, the corresponding TEGs for classes
I-V were 112 and 142 respectively and fox classes

VI-VITI were 129 and 195 respectively.

The enrolment in classos T=VIII per lakh: of population
(Enrolment Index) for the yeons 1973 and 1986 was 12922
and 14525 respectively. In 1986, I!imachal . Pradesh
had the highest index (19240) and Uttar Pradesh the
lowest (11940), L

) ] (Twmi)

The coefficient of equality for classes I~VIIIkimproved
from 70.31 in 1973 to 27.79 4in 198A6. There wvas signifi-
cant improvement in this coefficient in respect of'
enrolmant of boys, girls, Scheduled Tribes during the
period 1972-86. Ny and large girls are lagging behind
the bhoys bhut in the urban areas of Andhra Pradesh,
2ssam, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, and Punjab

girls were ahcad ofF hoys in 1984,

In 1986, about five crore children in ‘the age-group
6 to helow 14 were out of school . The Age Specific
Enrolment Ratios for the ayge-group 6-11, 11-14, and
=14 in 1986 were 75.89, 51.17 and 66.55 respectively.
The Age Specific Tnrolment Ratios- of .boys were higher
than the corresponding Age Specific Enrolment Ratios

of girls.
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The Age Specific Enrolment Ratios. for hoys for
the age-groups 6 to 11 and 11 to 14 were 86.43
and 63.11 respactively and corresponding Ratiog
for girls werc 64.59 and 38.41. "

6.3.4.8 Out of 100 children admitted in class I in 1975-
77, 41.11 reached class V 1in 1980-81 and 30.07
reacherd class VIIT in 1933-84, This indicates
high incidence of wastage and poor retention
rates of the system.. The data indicate that
the retention rates of hoys were higher than
those of girls except in the case of 'est RBengal
By and large the retention rates of students
for class five and class eight were improving
in States. Among the selected States, for the
cohort 1276-77 to 1983-84 ¥erala had the highest
retontion rate of 77.73 for classes T-VIIT.
These rates for hoys and giris were 78.52 and

76.93 respectively.

The country has alomost achieved universal provi-
sion of educational facilities for primary stage. About
ninety five per cent rural population has got facilities
forkhis stage within a wglking distance of 1 km. Leaving
a few exceptions, 2ll the habitations with population 300
or more have primary schools/scctions within a walking
distance of 1 km. The unserved hahitations for this stage
are smali-sized ones with population less than 200. It
might not be feasible to provide primary schools to these
hahitations in the near future. These should be provided

with non-formal ecducation centres.

In view of the Constitutional Commitment for

free and compulsory efucation to all children till they
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attain the age of 14, it is neéeséary to improve the -
facilities for middle stage considerably. Children in’
general. and girls in particular discontinue their studies.
after primary stage because of the non-availability of
a school with middle stage classes either within the
habitation of residence or in the immediate neighbourhood.
A Model on the lines of S8ingle-teacher Primary Schools
will have to be evolved for middle stage education.

As per Fifth All-India Educational Survey (1986),- about
one-third children in. the age-group 6-14 were out of
school. The country is to achieve UREZ by - 1995 which

senons to he an unachicvable target under the present:

clrcumstancers.

Poor retention rates of fthe education ‘system are
a big hurdle in achieving URW. TIn NPE (1986), emphasis
has been laid on improving the retention rates. The
micro level planning at the village and school levels
will be helpful in achieving universal retention as well

as in improving the guality of education.



