
11

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

In the course of my research work, I am indebted to several persons of 

various capacities. Without whom this endeavour of mine would not have seen the 

light of the day. And now it is time.... time to talk of heart and express a few words 

of gratitude. A word of emotion and thanks would not suffice but stilt must be 

voiced. I shall forever be indebted to my mother, who, despite being illiterate, 

ailing and a widow brought me up without allowing the sense of gender 

discrimination to creep into my psyche. With her pain staking efforts and support 

even in her mid-eighties, her role has been seminal in keeping my spirit liigh. She 

has been my role model, and to her for you my dear Maa. I can only say: “The 

existence and my destiny been kind to me for having made me come through you”.

It is with venerable sentiments that I wish to express my heart felt gratitude 

to my beloved father Late Jayalal Dash and dearest friendly brother Late Basant 

Dash, who had been the source of inspiration for this research endeavour. 

Although they are not here to see their dreams coming true, I am sure they are with 

me in their ethereal forms and might be wondering as to why was I late in fulfilling 

their cherished desires.

I expatiate my unfathomable feelings of gratitude to my guide Dr.N 

Pradhan, Reader and Head, Department of Educational Administration, Faculty of 

Education Sc Psychology, for his insightful and sustained guidance, critical 

comments and expert suggestions during this research work. I sincerely 

acknowledge his support, which has been instrumental in my efforts to reach the 

goal.

My sincere thanks also hold for the entire RSS family and the family of 

SVP, Rourkela, for their help, co-operation and prompt services in providing me 

with the relevant data for my research, without which my study would not have 

been completed successfully.



Ill

I owe a word of thanks with an abysmal sense of gratitude to the dedicated 

volunteers of RSS, the Rourkelites, and above all the deprived slum-dwellers, who 

helped me in multiple ways during my study in the field for years together. They 

have provided me incredible and insightful learning experiences for a meaningful 

living along with research knowledge and have invoked within me a sense of 

enormous generosity and good will. The slum-dwellers and the selfless volunteers 

have taught me the joy of commitment and voluntarism, and essence of prioritising 

the larger collective intent over individual ego.

I am very much grateful to Government of Orissa and the Principal, RCET, 

Rourkela for their roles in enabling me to avail study leave in order to complete 

this research work of mine. I am also thankful to my colleagues and students for 

their support and best wishes during my research study.

I would further like to extend my gratitude to Prof. R.G. Kothari, Head, 

CASE & Dean, Faculty of Education & Psychology; and Prof. S.M. Joshi, Ex- 

Dean, Faculty of Education & Psychology, and Prof. D.R. Goel, Ex-Head, CASE, 

M.S.University of Baroda for their academic support and encouragement at 

different points of time to accomplish this research work. My thankfulness is also 

due to all the staff members and fellow scholars of the faculty for their co­

operation during my study.

I am thankful tc the authorities and the librarians of both CASE and Hansa 

Mehta Library, and also the librarians of some other parts of the country for 

extending a helping hand and allowing me to make use of their libraries. I also 

acknowledge my indebtedness to the authors of different works I have referred to, 

for my research work to make it bonafide.

My sisterly Banaja and her lovely daughter Anvesha provided me a home 

away from home during my research work and stay at Baroda. I am thankful to 

them for their caring and sharing.



IV

The timely help and moral support of Dr.Ashutosh Biswal, Lecturer in 

CASE, counted immensely in completion of my thesis in time. To him, I owe more 

than the customary acknowledgement.

I am grateful to Mrs.Maya Vyas, Superintendent, S.D. hall and 

Coordinator, Halls of Residences, M.S.University, Baroda and her entire family for 

their generosity. Motherly Mrs.Vyas, has stood by me in crisis, during my research 

work. Without her inspiration and tender care, this thesis of mine would have 

remained incomplete.

I would sincerely like to thank Ajay Parmar for employing his typing skills, 

and Ajay Nair for his help on technical grounds. Monica, Jaishree, Puspanadhan 

and Mukesh deserve to get my heartfelt appreciation and thanks for their moral 

support and cooperation. I sincerely thank to inmates of S.D. Hall for their love 

and good wishes during my research work and stay at Baroda.

The enlightening discussions held with the organisers of National and State 

(ORISSA) BGVS like M.P. Parameswaran, K. Krishnakumar, Vinod Raina, 

Dr.Madan Mohan, Dr.S.Mudali, B.N. Dash, S.K. Biswas and many others at 

different points of time have provided an impetus to my research. I acknowledge 

their intellectual support and encouragement with thanks.

Sri Asit Tripathy, IAS, Sri D.N. Das, Director, S.V.P., Rourkela and Late 

Dr.Usha Kiran Sharma who shared their insight and guided me in various ways 

during the conceptualisation of this academic endeavour. I am thankful to them for 

such an invaluable gesture and their encouragement.

My sincere appreciation and thanks are also due to Gopal, Prasanna, Chitra 

Madam, Munu, Raja, Tanka, Karitika, Bichitra, Sabita, Anu, Fatherly Bada Babu 

. and many others for their willing help and co-operation during data collection for 

this piece of research.



V

I am thankful to Sri Aurobindoo Behara, IAS, for his help and personal 

interest for the sanctioning of my study leave, I am also equally thankful to Sri 

Aurobindoo Padhi IAS, for his generosity and brotherly disposition during the 

tenure of my study.

I also owe a word' of thanks to various government, non-government and 

Voluntary Organisations of the city, State as well as the Nation for their 

overwhelming co-operation and help in providing me with the valuable data and 

resources for my research work,

Stuti didi and Bina nani who have kept their unshaken faith in me, and have 

taken a great pride in my research work. I find words deficient to express my 

feelings towards them for their support and inspiration for which I am thankful.

Words fail to express my deepest feelings of appreciation and indebtedness 

to my father less nephew Ajit and Niece Arpita, the parts of my heart, my widowed 

bhabi, my mentally challenged brother and other family members for their 

remarkable patience and encouragement, who remained in deprivation of my love 

and care for a long period. I also take this opportunity to express with a sense of 

pride and humility, my profound gratitude to my reverend teacher Late, Prof. G.K. 

Samantaray for his aura 6f inspirations and blessings which count a lot in my 

academic growth and research endeavour in this field unto his death.

Finally, my thanks also hold for those who have gone unacknowledged 

over here.

(

Investigator


