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GROUND RULBS

The following ground rules are given by Amidon and

Meonders aad hove been followed during the course of this study.

fule HNo, 1

S e

Yhen not certeln in wiich of two or more cabecories a

ghotenont belonge, choose the category thobt is numerieplly

5 M

farthest from Cabogory 5 This is true oxespt vhon one of the

two cateogories in doubt is Catbegory 16, which iz nover chosen

if there is an alternstive category uader congideratior, Becouso
thope categories forthest from the cenire {5) of the catesory
systom occur lese frequently, the observer maximizes informantion
by chooging the leseg frequently ocouring category (except 10)
when‘thcre is o ehoicé. For oxample, if the obgerver is anod
gure vhether it iz o 2 or a 35, he choses the 23 if ia doubt

botwyeen o 5 ond o T, he choses a T,

If the primary tone of the teacher's bohaviour has bosn

gongistbently direct or cougistently indircet, do 8ot gnift into

the opposite clapsification unless a cleoer indication of shili

ig_civen by the teucher, The trained observer is in the best
position to judge vhethor or not the teacher in rosiricting or
oxnanding the freedom of sction of clagé neabers, If the oboerver
faels that the tescher's pettern of behaviour is genoradlly one of
éxy&nﬁing the freedom of ghtadents 0 act, o slightly more direcct
statenont in a vory indirect patbtern may tend to look, in contract,

lilkke n more direct guabtenent thon it actually is. On the other
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hand, he must remain glert $o zomentory chifis to one of the nore
dircot caotegorien. Converpely, if the obmerver feels that the

toocher has boen compistently restrictive in bis behaviour, ho

is pé?tiﬁulaxly carcful in hisz use of the indiroet catcpories,

In obgerving this rule, the obgerver is reachting to
the genoral tone of the teocherts influence, either direct or
indirect, and does not ugse the opposing catogories unless it is
oloar that the teacher heg ghifbted from this nmore general patbern.
He must, of courge, bo certain thot the teacher hog establighed
o dlrect or indirvect poatiern before he caterorizes consigstently
in cither of the two areas, Clcariy he must dlso be ready 1o
chanze when thetencher obviouély movep all the way up the system;
that 1o, to 1 or .2 from 6 or 7, or wﬁeﬁ the teocher moves oll the
wvay dovn ' to 2 6 or 7 frsmAm,E or o 3. This rule iz often ccalled
the rale of the unbiaosed biosed obsorver; that iz, the observer
is opereling in a clinmabe of genecrael direct or indircct infiuence,
and sdlthough he is ready 4o nove $o the opposite set of categories,
ho mugt feel that the teacher hos definibtely novesd Hoc the opposite
type of influence before be ic willing Yo grant a chonge in

interasction pattern.

Rile lo. 3

The obgorver must not be overily concermed with his
own biasses or with the tescher's intent, Rather, ho oust ask
hingell the guestion, "What does thic bohaviour nean to the
pupils zs far oo restriction or sxpancion of thelr froedom is

concerned?® 1f, vhen tho teachor attempis to bo clever, pupils
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gee hio statonents oo criticisn of a pupil, the obperver uced
Cabogory 7, rether then Catezory 2, IT the leachor iz beins
sorenstic pays how good the children are, again Catogmory 7 is
useds If o otatencnt intonded as o guestion hos the effect of
restricting studento' freedom o that it becomos a direction,
then 1% mued be clomsified os o direction. The effect of o
atatenent on the pupils, thon, and not the Seccher's intons,

i3 the crucizsl coriterion for categorizing a statement,

Thig rale has perticulor volue wion applied to the
probloms of helpiny teachers Yo geln inpight into thelr owm
behaviour, In trying to catecorize their own tapes, heachers
comment, "Dut I neanteesieses” OF "1 wos reclly tyying 1o get
the pupilas to telk more®, or "I think that I wanted them to
answer thod guostion”, or YI was teying 4o praise them® or "I
meons 40 use thot chilldts idea%®, A1l theso protests indicate
that the tescher is thimking ebout his intent rathor than the

effect of his bohaviour om the class menbors.

The moming ond value of this category systen for on
individual teachor come from the attention it gives to the cffect
of teancher bohaviour on the freedonm of the class. Use of ihis
criterion reduires g great doeel of training, pariticalariy vhen
o teacher is cabegorizing & tape of his own teaching. He must
locm to be nonwdofensive sboub categoriging the bcehaviour,
recoznising that there ic abgolutely ne ovaluation or good-bad
oricntation implgczt in the cotezory gysten. The guestion ic
lsimﬁly, %fhat cabegory bost describes thio particular bit of

interaction? ® , !
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Rule Ha, 4

if more then one cotegory occurs durine the dhrce scecond

Ssenh

inbervel, then 01l cotecories ueed in that intervol agre rocorded;

therefore, record each chonce in eoterorys 1E no chonce guours

withip Hhr ﬁaree eg ogconds, repead shat cotosory punmbor. This mle is

concerned vith the situction in which statenents from two
catesorios cccur during o threew-sceond pericds $onorally, on
observer writes down o cabezory nusnber gvery three soconds. The

pace of recording ie genevnally wointadned ot o constant level a0

that ondly ono cobesory nusber ig writton during $his poriod.

Hovovey, if there is o chonpe in ecategorics duping
thig interval, the cbgorver records the chenge, Uithin the
three=sgcond interval, for ozomple, the tecehsr mEy o8k o
question, the child anpweors, aad tho teccher praices tho ¢hildy
Tho obaorver olfienpis to record sll three of the cotecorios,

»

The fourth rule, therofore, is that g caberory zunber is peccpded

gveyy three sceonds unlose the Seacher chanceg coterorios within

the threee-serond intervol, 1If he changes catesories, or 17 nove
e L.

thon one catogory oconys during tho bhree-scoond intorval, then

all eategories uweed in the tinc pericd ore recorded.

Palo Hos 5

Directions nre statenents thel results {or are oxpooted

o _rooult) in gboorvablo boboviour on the port of ehildren,
S

Exampies of dircctions are "o to the board, read quasition 3,

o to your geat cte.?® Home teccher statencnds cound like

directions but comnot be folloued by observed otudent complionce,
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hege obtotencnts of ten procede the actucl dircctiony for exzample,

i3

et ue get ready novw to go o recess® (Oricntation, Cabegory %),

"oy Row Pive gob their coato® {Catosory 6).
iile Lo, 6

hen %heteucscr colls on o child by nome, the obgerver

ordinarily records o 4.

Rulc No, 7

L3

f thoro is o ¢iscernibic peried of silence (ot lsast

e, v

seconda), record onsg 10 for every 5 seconds of silence,

douchier, board vork, 850

I~

Rulo ﬁ@, o]

then the tencher repesbs o giudent snswer, ond the

ansyer is o correct anaw@r; thic is recorded 83 o 2. This

tolls the student he haog the right snever and, therofore,functison

ez proioo.

fule No. O

¥nen the teacher revgels o shudent idesm ond coomunicates

-3
i

only thot the miem vill be comnsldered or cecepted g gomethins lo

be discusged, oo 3 ig useds

Rde Eo. 10

If n atudent boring tolking ofter pmother stodont

{without the teacherts tolking), o 10 is ingerted btveen Qo or

873 bo indicate the chonge of gtudent.,
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Rulo fio, 11

Statonento guch ag Uk huh, ves, hoah, all ricsit, cloy®,

ghich oeccur botween two 9's are recorded as 2 {enconrprencnt
Thege atatenents funchion as cnoourasenent (all studont conbinues

tellking after the 2) and ave therefore classified as 2.

Rule No, 12

A_Leacher dokc, which isp not mode abt the cxnonsg of the

Wi

childreon is o 2. 1If the jokeo mekes funm of o child, then it is

coded a8 o Te
Aude Hoe 13

metoricenl ouesticng are not renily cucnbilong: thay oro

"

peroly voart of lochurine technigues and should be cotergrisod og

]
Sle,

-

Tule ifo. 14

A nerrow cuestlon ig ¢ girnal to exsect an 8, I the

student gives a specific predictoble onover, this ig on 3, I
the ¢nilé ezpaonds, docuanenis, or justifies his answor, the obocrver
ghould begin tallying 9'c,

Mlc No. 15

an 8 is recorded wnen poveral astudcenbs vespond in

N+ e A - IS EREREL e erfon

unioon %o g nerroy. moesbicn,

Use of these ground rules hes been found to inprove

reliobility. Obgorvera considored %0 be veady for clagscroon
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obpervation noed to bo checked to doterzine the exbent of the
rolisbility of their obgorvatione, This reliqbility con De
dolined in torms of intore-obgorver coliability (the corsomont
betveon w0 Observors Obeorving o poriod of clasgroon intercotion
or $0ilying o tope of that interaction) or in tormu of
ol feroliability {ooreonent botweon rocordings of tuo ceporule
hoowinsg of one tape sespion by o single oboerver). dUse of tho
Eegﬁ% cagfficieﬁ% affords on opprozimation of oObsorvor ooreonsnt,
thouch 1% dooo nol refloct the extont to uwhich two ohgorverg
DETCO @n’ﬁhc seguance of cadesoricg thay have recorded, -hot tho
Scott cogfiiciont doco glve ip 2 ropercl 1dea of the oxtant %o
which two obgervers arree on the epount 6f o parbicular catorory
n teachor suploys. DPor treaining purposcc, oF courze, the
eboervern need 6 have os puch informotisa op possible cbout
thelr pronresas lHigher Scott coclficicnte, ofter increﬁss*
prochice, indicolbe prosrsessS. Mo aothod ig yet sveilovle for

deallny wvith tho problem of o roliabilily of socuentisl rotin o,

£
i



