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Chapter 02

Brhaspati as the Lord of Hymns &
The Lord of Troups
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“Thus Bhaspati t he mighty, the beneficent, the powerful, the
showerer (of benefits) and the divine one has been glorified as well as
praised by us. May he bestow upon us progeny and cows. We may
obtain food, strength and long life.”

Introduction

It would be extremely necessary to appreciate the epoch-making
work Vaidik Devata (in Hindi) of Dr. Tripathi G. C. He writes about his
contribution in the field of research in Vedic Pantheon “Not a single

country of the world has preserved traditionally the year-long history
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and even the developing mythologies of gods and goddesses, as it is the

case with Indian Vedic Tradition.”*

Since the times of the Vedas the hymns about gods and goddesses
who are initially major, minor or tutelary deities, are preserved by the
teachers and the students through oral tradition known popularly by the
term gfda=a. Thus the preservation of the Vedic as well as Puranic

literature was considered rather regarded to be one of the duties of the
students (who were to become teachers). ThealSiksf the

Taittirtyopanisad (01-11) mentions 26 of them as under:

ASHTATS AR SATITHILNG || T a1 &F =) | TR WHE: | =
i YR WSt W Hd=sd!: | I YAfedeaq || g JafedeaTy | |
U TARGAEH || & T TG || WreAEyEaeE 9 yHGae o 1|
afygemat 7 yafaem I Aged wdi11 faged wd1 sreEmEeEr wdl
fAfaIear e | | ATt AT qif- faaea =1 Saqfor | | A= |
1 e P )1 = e S B SR =2 o= | e 4 G S I 2 RNES B E
TAGAAT || FSAT <THI | AgAseAT || o 1 fgar < = g
dfaer <am 1 19 Afe d wHfafafwa o1 gafafafedn a1 @&q 3 a5 ST
AR JaT S STGel YHSM: &: 97 O a9 I adl a5 T ||
STATATRATAY | | 3 T STRIVM: HAA: okl STYT: STfel HHGM: & 91 1

! Har ¥ o fdt off 29 H 26 ¥ wE F fAE w1 et 99 o 2fie oK Saehnel ¥ e #
ST Tl OO T AT arel ot R 1 afesh e, qe:, 9o g |
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qYg I a9 Oy daen: |l T SNee: |l TY SUSH: ||l TS oRMHuq

TACTRE | | TagUIfadeTy | | U] Sagury | loR—o% ||

“Having taught the Vedas, the preceptor imparts this post-instruction
to the students:

(01) Speak the truth.

(02) Practise righteousness.

(03) Make no mistake about study.

(04) Having offered the desirable wealth to the teacher, do not cut off
the line of progeny.

(05)There should be no inadvertence about the truth.

(06) There should be no deviation from righteous activity.

(07)There should be no mistake about protection of yourself.

(08)Do not neglect propitious activities.

(09)Do not be careless about learning and teaching. (01)

(10) There should be no error in the duties towards the gods and
manes.

(11) Let your mother be a god unto you.

(12) Let your father be a god unto you.

(13) Let your teacher be a god unto you.

(14) Let your guest be a god unto you.

(15) The works that are not blameworthy are to be resorted to, not the

others.
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(16) Those actions of ours that are commendable are to be followed
by you, not the others.

(17) You should, by offering seats, remove the fatigue of those
Brahmanas who are more praiseworthy among us.

(18) An offering should be made with honour.

(19) The offering should not be made with dishonour.

(20) The offering should be made according to one’s prosperity.

(21) The offering should be made with modesty.

(22) The offering should be made with awe.

(23) The offering should be made in a friendly way.

(24) Then, should you have any doubt with regard to duties or
customs, you should behave in those matters just as Bramas do, who
may happen to be there and who are able deliberators, who are adepts in
those duties and customs, who are not directed by others, who are not
cruel, and who are desirous of merit.

(25) Then, as for the accused people, you should behave with regard
to them just as the Bramanas do, who may happen to be there and who
are able deliberators, who are adepts in those duties and customs, who
are not directed by others, who are not cruel and who are desirous of
merit.

(26) This is the injunction. This is the instruction. This is the secret of
the Vedas. This is divine behest. (All this) is to be done thus. And (all
this) must be done thus. (02-04)”
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In this situation no more evidence are required to present the
importance of learning or education in India since the time immemorial.
For this reason only the speech got defined as the goddess of Learning or
Speech holding a book, a rosary of crystal beads and a lute in her two
hands. The male part of the speech or the books rather hymns and
prayers become the Lord of Speech, hymns, prayers or eulogies. The
goddess of Speech came to be known as Sarasvati or Sarada bestowing

intelligence  (Ifgwen® and uprooting ignorance or sluggishness

GRESISSIEN

Similarly Bhaspati’s personality grew to such a height that he
achieved the name ‘lord of hymns, prayers or speech.” Three of his
names are very frequently employed in the Vedic as well as Post-Vedic
literature and these names are enough to find his recognition and

importance. They are Brhaspati, Brahmanaspati and Vacaspati.

A survey of Vedic Hymns

The first hymn RV 01/18 contains 09 verses in Gayatri meter. The
sear is Kanva Medhatithi and the deities are Brhaspati (01-03), with

2 Tt SR aRER TR STIEETa SO R oiHsRIe} ST NITeT |
T ThIfehTIeTeR faged T dikerdt aw af WEEd Jrad Jfguer aRer ||
} o FRGIIRER AR A YA A AOENEUSHTISaaR = Aau=ia |
o1 srETgaegTfafuds: T af-ear | w uIg St JEd 1 sTeargT | |
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Indra and Soma (04) and Daksina (05), Sadasaspati (06-08) and

Narasamsa (09).

RV 01/40 contains 08 verses in Pragatho visamda bmh atya meter.
The sear is Kanva Ghaura and the deity is Brhaspati (01-08).

RV 01/139 contains 11 verses in Atyasti meter, fifth with the bruhars
meter and Tristup meter with the last one (11). The sear is Parucepo

Daivodasi and the deity is Brhaspati (01-10).

RV 01/190 contains 08 verses in Tristup meter. The sear is Agastya

maitravaruni and the deity is Brhaspati (01-08).

RV 02/23 contains 19 verses in Jagati meter and fifteenth or
nineteenth with Tristup meter. The sear is Gutsamad Bhargva Saunak
and the deity is Brhaspati (01, 05, 09, 11, 17, 19) Brahmanaspati.

RV 02/24 contains 16 verses in Jagati meter and twelth or sixteenth
with Trisfup meter. The sear is Grutsamad Bhargva Saunak and the deity
is Brhaspati (01, 05, 09, 11, 17, 19) Brahmanaspati.

RV 02/25 contains 05 verses in Jagati meter. The sear is Gotsamad

Bhargava Saunak and the deity is Brahmanaspati.
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RV 02/26 contains 04 verses in Jagati meter. The sear is Gantsamad

Bhargva Saunak and the deity is Brahmanaspati.

RV 02/30 contains 11 verses in Tristup meter and eleventh with
Jagati meter. The sear is Grutsamad Bhargava Saunak and the deities are
Indra (01-05), with Indra and Soma (06), Sarasvatt (08), Brhaspati (09),
Marut (11).

RV 02/30 contains 18 verses in Gayatrr meter and first, second and
third with Tristup meter. The sear is Gatino Visvamitra and the deities
are Indra and Varuna (01-03), with Brhaspati (04-06), with Piisa (07-09)
Savita (10-12) Soma (13-14) and with Mitra and Varuna (16-18).

RV 04/49 contains 06 verses in Gayatri meter. The sear is Vamadevo

Gautama and the deities are Indra and Brhaspati.

RV 04/50 contains 11 verses in Tristup meter and tenth with Jagati

meter. The sear is Vamadevo Gautama and the deity is Brhaspati with

(01-09) and with Indra and Brhaspati (10-11).

RV 06/73 contains 03 verses in Tristup meter. The sear is Barhasptya

Bharadvaja and the deity is Brhaspati.

RV 06/75 contains 19 verses in Tristup meter, sixth and tenth with

Jagati meter, twelfth, thirteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, nineteenth with
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Anusrup meter and seventh with Pankti meter. The sear s
PayuBharadvaj and the deities are Isidhi (05), (Purvardha) Sarathi (06),
(Uttarardha) Rasmaya (06), Asva (07), Ratha (08), Rathagopa (09),
Brahman-Pitr-Soma-Dyava-Prthivi-Piusana (10), Isava (11-12, 15-16),
Pratod (13), Hastaghna (14), Yuddhabhiimi-Kavaca-
Brahmanaspatyadaya (17), Varma-Soma-Varuna (18), Devabrahmani
(19).

RV 07/41 contains 07 verses in Tristup meter and first with Jagati
meter. The sear is Maitravarurvasistha and the deities are Agni Indra
Mitra Varura Asvina Bhaga Piisa Brhaspati Soma Rudra (01), with
Bhaga (02-06), with Usas (07).

RV 07/44 contains 05 verses in Trisfup meter and first with Jagati
meter. The sear i1s Maitravarunoravasistha and the deities are Dadhikra
with (02-05) and Dadhikra Agni Bhaga Indra Visnu Ptisa Brahmanaspati
Aditya Dyava Prthivi Apa (01).

RV 07/97 contains 10 verses in Tristup meter. The sear is

Maitravarunvasistha and the deities are Indra (01), with Brhaspati

(02,04-08), with Indra Brhaspati (03,09-10).
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RV 07/98 contains 07 wverses in Tristup meter. The sear is
Maitravarunvasistha and the deities are Indra (01-06) and with Indra
Brhaspati (07).

RV 07/96 contains 21 verses in Tristup (01-03, 05-20) meter, Varta
(04) and Purastajyoti (21). The sear is Tirasci Angirasa, Dyutana or
Marut and the deities are Indra (01-13), Indramarut (14) and with Indra
Brhaspati (15).

RV 10/67 contains 12 verses in Trisfup meter. The sear is Ayasya

Angirasa and the deity is Brhaspati.

RV 10/68 contains 12 verses in Trisfup meter. The sear is Ayasya

Angirasa and the deity is Brhaspati.

RV 10/103 contains 13 verses in Trisfup meter with the last one (13)
in Anusrup meter. The sear is Apratiratha and the deities are Indra (01-
03) and (05-12), Bhaspati (04) and Maruts (12). This hymn is for
recitation and not for offering according to Asvalayana Srautasitra
(04/08).

RV 10/108 contains 11 verses in Tristup meter. The sear are the
demons named Panis and the deities are the Celestial Bitch called Sarma
(02, 04, 06, 08, 10-11) as well as demons Panis.
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RV 10/155 contains 05 verses in Anustup meter. The sear is

Bhardvaja’s son Sirimbitha and the deities are Famine (3f¥f&:) (01),

Brhaspati (02-03) and Visvedevas (04-05).

RV 10/167 contains 04 verses in Jagati meater. The seers are

Visvamitra and Jamadgni. The dity is Indra, though there is the mention

of the names (fergler <aadn:) of Varuna, Vidhata, Anumati, Dhata,

Soma and Brhaspati in the verse No. 03

The hymn RV 10/182 is very much important and also authentic,
because the deity is Bhaspati and the seer is His son Tapimir dha. The
hymn must be looked upon as to provide authentic information

whatsoever.

The name ‘Brhaspati’ or ‘Brahmanasapti’

Brhaspati’s other names are listed in the Amarakosa (01/03/24) as

under:

JEed(d: G T fteeo T |
Siia stfgedl arereafatEfimafvest: ||
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(01) Brhaspati (Lord of hymns),* (02) Suracarya (Preceptor of gods),
(03) Girpati (or Gipati > = Lord of words), (04) Dhiga (Wise) (05)
Guru (Prist or teacher), (06) Jiva (Life-giver), (07) Angirasa (Angira’s
son), (08) Vacaspati (Lord of speech) and (09) Citdi§khan

(Citrasikhandij® i.e. sage Angira’s son).

Yaska (700-800 BC) while furnishing the etymology of the name
Brhaspati, quotes 3G #Y wdgsa{ (RV 10/68/08) and notes

JeEfaaed: Ul a1 reAfadr ar| e 9qafdi120/22 11 (Brhaspati is the
protector or supporter of the great. The following stanza is addressed to

him.")

Further furnishing the etymology of the name Brahamaspati, he
quotes 3TFHETEEG SOt (RV 02/24/04) and notes SeTorEdfasiaror: T

1| TR 7| GEW 9afdi120/¢R 11 (Brahamanspati is the protector or

supporter of Brahma (a prayer® or a hymn). The following stanza is

addressed to him.)

* The meanings in the brackets are supplied from Bhanuji Dikshit: Amarakosa
Vyakhya Sudha, P 39.

> The name Gispati is grammatically derived on the strength of srew@HT Tenfey =1 1E:
(afdee-) under TsYT (Moc/oR/ER).

® Citrasikhandi means one of the Seven Sages. Vide. M. Williams, P 397, col. 01.
" The Text and the English Translation are taken from Lakshman Sarup: The
Nighantu And The Nirukta, P 177& P 157 respectively.

8 L. Sarup leaves the word Brahma untranslated, but it means a prayer or a hymn,
because the word is 3.
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These two references indicates that lord of hyninssfti or
Brahmanaspati is a controller or a protector and supporter of the great
I.e. the gods or the persons of the high class and at the same time he is a
controller and protector of the hymns, prayers, eulogies and even the

sacred formulas.

Panini (500 BC) gives the rule IRERIYIT = HIAM I (0&/0%/249)

under which the name Brhaspati is derived on the strength of Vararuci’s
(350 BC) Corrective Statement dcs@dl: IAIGReTdd: g dardgil (In

the words g and sgq, the infix g is enjoined, the q and the & are

droped to make two nouns. As a result of this two nouns are formed

T a thief and Ig&4fa a deity of that name i.e. lord of hymns).®

The school of grammar gives the meaning of the namehBgpati as a
Vedic god.

Therefore the names J8&fd: as well as sROEAfd: and sT=rdfd: are

derived from 98 (dgfd) (6" Parasmaipda) to grow or to increase and

hence Jedi-gear dfd: sifareiar @t =1, similarly SOl s@ron o1 ufd: or

are: o=l o1 ufd:- all these J8q-98dq, & and oT% stand to mean a

prayer, a hymn or a Vedic eulogy (™). Therefore the names Ig&afd:,

® Under RV 10/182/01 Sayanacharya explains it with: Tgedr: staeigread@r: g2 aame
(under Pa. 06/01/157).
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sEvredfd: and arereafd: mean the lord of prayers, hymns or Vedic

eulogies. In this regard Mcdonel A. A.,*® Tripathi G. C.*and other
Indologists opine that Bihaspati is a personification of the composition
of the Vedic hymns. Thus his origin and development have come up

from the ground of sacrificial suppositions.

Many Brhaspatis

Brhaspati the Vedic god and the divine priest is not alone, because
there are many Brhaspatis well known in the Indian literature esp. Vedic

as well as Post-Vedic literature. As under:

(01) God Brhspati glorified in all the Vedic hymns and in many of the

Puranic texts.
(02) Vedic sage Brhaspati sung in the hymns like Sarama and Panis.

(03) Bihaspati mentioned in most of the Vedic mythologies as priest
who showed his passionate behaviour with Mamata, the eldest brother’s
wife. In this connection Derasari Dahyabhai P. annotates in his
Pauranika Kathakosa:** The second son of three sons of sage Angira

during the period of Svayambhuva Manu where Uchathay is not

% Vedic mythology, P 103.
! Vaidika Devata, P 686.
12 Pauranika Kathakosa, P 67, col. 01.
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mentioned, but he writes about Dirghatama as the son of the sage Usija
and Mamata and adds further that he (i.e. Dirghatama) was blind and
Brhaspati’s nephew, during the period of the present Manu i.e.

Vaivasvata Manu.

These cross references point out the mixing of two Bhaspatis, one of
the period of Svayambhuva Manu and the other of the period of

Vaivasvata Manu.
(04) Brhaspati, the pries of Yudhistir (MBh).

(05) Priest Brhaspati mentioned in most of the Puranic episodes like his

son Kaca and Devayani, Indrani and king Nahusa, etc.

(06) Atheist (F1f&sh) Brhaspati whose famous verse is quoted in
Feifgraarae” of enfevist=md (788-820 AD) and weew=Eue of
arerarEr (14M-15" Cent. AD) =it €& Shalll dTuefmen: | etc.

(07) Bhaspati the councilor of gods (Valmiki Ramayan, ** MBh &

almost all the purana-texts).

B3 georeddt 981 Sennifrife: |
TISTHERIRET Ste] T ITETTadaT: 108/ % 11

' The matter is discussed with quotations of these texts below.
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(08) Brhaspati, the author of Arthasastra (studied by king Ravan, as

referred to by Great dramatist Bhasa in his Abhisekanatakam).

(09) Brhaspati, the author of Brhaspatismrti (the scholars put him in the
2" century BC™ or 78 AD (VS 135).°

(10) Brhaspati, the planet Jupiter (in connection to the Moon-god and

Tara, the wife of divine priest Bhaspati narrated in MBh Udyoga
117/13 & Vana 219/03, BrP (Ch.152), MP (Ch.23-24) (127-128) and
ViP (04/06).

(11) Brhaspati, one of the 18 authors of the Vastusastra (Science of
Building and Construction of the Residence) (MP 252/01-04)."

Even Chitrav Sastri remarks under title Relations (WR@R) that

Mahabharat and the relevant Purana text are not unanimous In

> Vide.Chitrao Sastri P 522, col. 02.
1% Vide. Prof. Dr. J. A. Jani: Seminar on Kalidasa, July 2008, Intro., P 02.
Y e vEAe e foatige | AR fER 54 aRaeersd: | WY ju3/0 1|

RS fageat Targen | ARE TAfTeda faemetar: gt 11 /.Y, 343/0R 11

SR FHRT F-<I9T: WIeh! T U = | Igealstegd a9 Yehaeamdt || 7., J43/03 11

STETEII I SRqeTEIReRa: | GEudies q AFa Heed S(Uum || 7., J4R/0¥ 1|

Bhrgu, Atri, Vasistha. Vi§vakarma, Maya, Narad, Nagnajit, Vismikartik,

Nandi$var, Saunak, Garga, Sri Krsna, Aniruddha, Sukra and Brhaspati are the chief
eighteen preceptors of the Vastusastra to the king Vaivasvata Manu.
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deciphering god Biasapti, vedic sage Brhasapti or priest Basapti.

Nevertheless all the three are mixed up to the great extent.*®

Brhaspati as the Lord of Hymns

Rgvedic sages have mostly praised Brhaspati® as a powerful god
who is strong and beneficent, mighty and showerer of benefits and
therefore he is regarded as one blessing the people, rather his devotees or
his worshipers with the desired objects like mighty sons, progeny, cows,

strength, food and long life.?

Lord of hymns

It is interesting to note that both the namdsadpati as well as
Brahmanaspati are a genitive Tatpurusa Compound, though
Brahmanaspati is taken separately in the Padpatha but not the name
Brhaspati (RV 01/190/01). Brhaspati’s another name Brahmanaspati is
taken as two separate words though they are neither intervened nor put

In reverse order.

'8 Prachin Charitra Ko$a P 522, col.01.
 The complete study on HBspati carried out by Dr.Bali Sarasvati in her
Brhaspati in the Vedas and the Puranas (1978) contains the study pertaining to the
sources gathered from Rgveda (CH.02), Yajurveda (CH.03), Samaveda (CH.04),
Atharvaveda (CH.05), Brahmanas (CH.06) and Puranas (CH.07).
2 a1 HefaeTA e, gEeAfas e 2 |

 7: WAl g 91g Mg formid ot SIREH I .08/2%0/0¢ 11
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In the Rrveda the name Brhaspa ti occurs 77 (08 with Indra) times

and Brahmanaspati occurs 40 (once with Indra) times.

In the first five occurrences Brahmaaspati (01/18/01, 03 & 05 and
01/40/03 & 05) Sayanacarya simply paraphrases with the words:

Under RV 10/68/06 the event of releasing the mulch-cows from the

cow-pens (f#19) of demon Vala, the hymns are the supporting factors

(31 31=:) like the rays.

Under RV 02/23/19 it is stated that the word ‘Brahma’ means a
hymns (SETOTEIT SIET0T TA=MoHfEdd ) and hence he is connected with the

hymns by way of granting befitting rewards.*

Even the word 3%: is employed in RV 03/62/05-06 where it is stated
that he is pure (gf=:) and hence he is adorable (s%va1:) with the hymns of
worship (eTh:31==: =), He grants the worshiper with the

unsurpassable strength (81@%&:). Under RV 01/139/10 Sayauarya
talking s»d: in two senses, identifies Brhaspati as a gehd: (a performer of

pious acts) and also ¥n¥=u: (of praise worthy intelligence).

2! SreTe T < G S aE = B 1 0 /R3/2% 11
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Under RV 02/25/01 he paraphrases the word Brahma as a mantra or
an oblations (that he accepts) with the words & dZie: | SRIURAT:

~

N N aY N
EMERIMESICTSERN

The reason supporting his name is declared under RV 01/190/04 that
Brhaspati’s hymns of praise pervade not only the Earth (‘IFS’EEITJ{) but

also the sky (1%%[) and hence when directed to the demons employing

sorcery (ﬂf%ﬂTJF[), the powerful praise destroys the sorcery.

His name Biaspati is etymologically e xplained by Sayacarya
under RV 01/139/10 as Jedt H=& gfawt a1 (ufd: ) urerehls sefeel Jefd:
which means that he is divine priest (31&a3:) of violentless sacrifices and

again he is the protector or the nourisher of the growing or the grown

(¥=&d:) formulas or the oblations. Moreover the name @&y is derived

from 3teaX FAfaT | 7 Lo T Toame 37ea: | |

The word Brahma also means a deed of gods or a divine act
SRV SET0 <ahas U1 (07/97/03). He is the protector of the

sacred food or a superior i.e. ritualistic act SIETRId FRUNST TRIeH

HHUN o1 Ud aretad: (02/23/01).

7



It is a name of a god SRIURAd Taamehed (01/18/01, 02/23/ etc.). Under

RV 10/103/04 the vocative Bhaspati is explained grammatically as the
protector of the great gods or the elements of the Universe (J&di dd

Treftad:). It also means a Mantra or sacred formula or a Vedic verse

SRIUA(: SR W ufd: greifdar <o (02/28/04 & 08). Under RV

07/41/01%* while invoking the deities like Agni, Indra, etc. Vasistha

recites the name of Brhaspati who is recognised by Saynacarya as the

deity presiding over the sacred formulas (F=nfasr=+=¥). Again the word

Brahma (i.e. a mantra) (S sI&on 7= w&tH) under 02/24/01 & 10.

As much as Brhaspati is presented as the lord of Rgvedic hymns as
declared under RV 01/40/06 his prayers or hymns are felicitous i.e.

auspicious (¥49) and faultless (3r=g&™).* In this connection RV 01/190
beginning with emaiti gwsf A=fsE and so on®* exhibits Bliaspati’s

divine powers of bestowing sons as well as wealth and removing

infamy. This is mentioned by Sayanarya with Saunaka ’s statement

22 This mantra contains the invocation of Agni, Indra, Mitra and Varuna, Aswins,
Bhaga, Pusa, Brahmanaspati, Soma and Rudra, while RV.07/44/01 omitting Mitra
as well as Varun, Soma and Rudra, adds Visnu, Adityas, Dyavaprthivi, Waters and
the sun (=)
23 Sftrgrermn feresry i W= <o SRS

A = o< wfqeden TR fT4gHT o STee || .0/ %0/ 0 ||
2 grerator g Wi gesf e e |

M &l T <@ YA~ TTHA Tl 11 F.08/2%0/08 1
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(Rvdh. 01/151-153) (discussed below). RV 01/190/06 Brhaspati is such
an affectionate (afifira:) friend that safeguards his devotes from the evils
(3f==:) and that quality is similar to a powerful king who controls the

wicked.

RV 02/23/02 presents a nice Sihadpatiof Br alias
Brahmanaspati. He is compared with the Sun, the hymns (sr&roms) with

the rays and his power (of creating hymns) with the radiance which is

the innate quality of the Sun-god.*

Under RV 04/50/04 Brhaspati is Seven-rayed and hence removes the
darkness (far TeisaRem qHifg) like the Sun-god he dispels darkness.

He is a god who protects the honorable ones or he is the one who

protects many people in RV 04/50/07 and 10/102/03 (I&di Hedi reifar).

Superior ones or persons® of high class society S&g&d F&di RgeHi
gretadies (02/30/04). Again RV 01/190/07 presents the idea connected

with Brhaspati’s connection with the hymns and in that context he is

2 et 3 ST TR gee AR N |

IEEd YA S Wel f EHeST(d1 SIRTomAfd 11 3. 0/33/0R111
2% Panini records the word Parivrdha in the sense of a master or a superior one in
his aphorixm: st afige: 11w 0le/03/32 11
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compared with the master surrounded by his subjects (3te3:) as well as

the ocean with the flowing rivers (®@:).

RV 02/23/05 states that he is a kind or friendly protector (gsr:) in

such a way that nighters evil nor sin nor deceivers nor an injurer harm
the person whom Brhaspati protects.”” RV 06/47/20 depicts the potency
of Braspati (as the Sarvanukaramani) mentions that sage Garga was
deviated from the path in a solitary forest and then he propitiated

Brhaspati with this =1 for rescuing from the danger.”® Under RV

07/97/02 he is related with the seers or sages in a way that he is attended

upon by them to keep them offenceless for the reason of reciting the

formula (¥ei%:) in honour of Indra. Further he is the protector or

nourisher of the hymns or prayers (&di deifadr <o:). Under RV

04/50/01 and 10/182/01 Saynacarya explains the name Baspati as
“guardian or protector deity of the great gods or the sacrifice.”* (J&d

<a9 3= =) and hence a lord or a deity presiding over the mantras

Jeeafd: H=EE <d: (04/50/04, 08/96/15) and then a priest <aqaIeTarst
et a1 (04/50/07).

213 gl 7 3RA Faved TNAERART gae: |

o4 seHe waEl 9 e 3 T T&fe SIEuad 11 k.0 /R 3/ 0y 1|
2 o Fta T a4 FEIi| 55 AT TRy AT | o 0&/%9/30 ||
2 Jeefa: e S AT A1 AR 29: 11 o 0%/40/0 1
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Again the noun s in sIEMOEaid stands to mean not only a hymn but
also the sacrificial food ¥==fa® under 02/25/01 and that to in
abundance &0 gfgdr wydarEER degiy (07/97/09). Under RV 02/23/09

he is the benefactor who procures desirable wealth for worshipers.® It
seems that the grammatical meaning ‘abundance’ or ‘plenty’ is also
taken in some places like J&q 9yafde &, etc (01/190/01).

Under RV 06/73/01 states that Baspati is called the bestower of
gifts (gwer:—=ia:)*! yet his character is to shower the gifts and hence he

thunders (TEifd). RV 07/97/07 he is presented as the best giver of food

(e 3 hiss: SgaHl IqaAr waid 1) to his friends (friendly praisers)

of the hymns about him.

RV 01/40/04 states that the sacrificer offering sacrificial gift (F<H)
in abundance (a=rd), receives Brhaspati’s favour in the form of wealth
and grace (&9:). RV 10/68/12 states that the reword of paying homage

(79:) to Biaspati , brings food, cows, horses, heroic sons and

dependants. The statement under RV 02/23/04 that he is recognized as a

30 <o e g SR T oY AT Safe |1 .0 3/R3/08 1|

31 3y arferererdst SedTen TeeHRIfeTRa Bl
TeaesHT ATerHafcdr = 31 USH! JuH IRET || F.08/\93/02 ||
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friend of sacrificers® and a punisher of the hater of prayers clearly

shows his friendly as well as enemic yet not a hostile nature.

Brhaspati’s beneficial deeds helped him to achieve the position of the
Fire-god. This is presented in RV 01/40/02. He is addressed as the son of

strength (We=eq).*® Again RV 01/40/03 Brahmanaspati is prayed with

the goddess of Speech (gIar <) along with gods connected with the

sacrifice.>*

Sayanacarya specifically remarks that Brhaspati observes the children

who have studied the Vedas and then speaks to himself Sg&afat= Feri-

fafeqerai e S8aT SEHME: Wi "arenss | (RV 10/71).

RV 02/23/06 speaks of Brhaspati who is not only a good protector
but also a guide of the path of the pious people and he is even
omniscient.*According to RV 02/03/08 he is the protector of
worshippers and the speaker of encouraging words.*® RV 02/24/15

speaks of Brhaspati’s friendly behaviour with the sacrificer and vice

32 Ffafurtafa SR o TRl ST AR SR || o R/R3/0% 11

3 fifs TeEe Tl ST o fed 11 o8/ ¥0/0R 11

34 g T W ASg AT STesT AR A% UrE e Sa U9 Th A: || o2/ %0/03 ||
3 = = i wfrgg feoraraTor W T AR || .0 /R3/06 ||

3 TR N T SaTR S SRR ERITTH | || .0 3/R3/0¢ ||
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versa. He is prayed to grant chariots, well-regulated wealth (gz== =)

and food.

The complete picture of Braspati the lord of hymns can be drawn
from RV 10/182 of seer Trapumiirdha containing 03 verses, singing the
glory of his father Bliaspati. It declares his valiant deeds such as (01)

He protects gods, (02) drives away inglorious enemies, (03) smashes

down the malevolent enemies (3Hfd), (04) extends inner happiness, (05)

makes the sacrificer fearless as well as internally happy, etc.

The White Yajurveda (=YV) (34/58)°" explains Brhaspati’s name in

clear words that Brahmaspati, the controller or supervisor of the

hymns and the bestower of the strength upon the progeny (@==). This

strengthens the latter identity of Bifaspati with hymns or prayers itself

(s=1). The YV provides another name ‘the Presiding deity of Speech’

(arereafaet= 9: @eg 11 T2 0/0 1),

YV 09/11% refers to Bhaspati in 04 important places. A mong them

the first reference occurs in the Vajapeya sacrifice. At the time of the

beating of drums (3gf41:). The priest prays for Brhaspati (and Indra in the

¥ SrRTore T T Yo S e W R 1 3%/

%8 | am thankful to Dr. Girishbhai R. Purohit for drawing my attention to these
Yajus-mantras.
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second half of the verse) to make the sound for the victory, the recitation

of a hymn and the sacrificial food.*

YV 17/36 (= RV 0/173/04) singshBspati’s glory of killing the
enemies armies and of guarding the soldiers as well as the chariot-

fighters (etfarar Tamm) of the king. This prayer is recited during the

Atiratra ceremony of the Rajasiiya sacrifice.*’

YV 26/03 (=RV 02/23/15)is addressed to lBispati , born for the
sacrifice (Bdw=Trd) and for the offering of Soma-juice (to be offered to

Brhaspati) in the Soma-sacrifice. Sage (samada prays for the

attainment of pious thoughts as well as all kinds of wealth (g&a).**

YV 27/08 is a type of Samidhent formulas that are recited at the time
of enkindling the sacrificial fire. In this formula Brihaspati as well as the
Sun-god are prayed for the sacrificer to attain knowledge, good fortune

and prosperity.*

% Jeon a1t T JEeIAY AT 9ad TeE At S|

T A1 ST T oed, als] Sgd || YA.0R/22 11
et Wi T el STETeEe: |

TS T TN T TSR AT I || L. 9/ 38 11
M geera st e erefe FEfgfa Aot

g SeT=aH FaueTd ey sfavi afg fes |

SYATEIS T Feerad &9 § ANfeesqad @ 3. R&/03 11
 geem wfadatEds Sk facdae St

T Hed W foRa THTTHER Tam: |1 LA R9/ 0 1|
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The Black YV wellknown as Taittirtya Samhita (=TS) refers to
Brhaspati to be a Brahmin by cast and corroborating the food or water

partaken by a Brahmin is never affected by any seen.*

According to TS 02/01/02 ST&eaea TAl TH <adl T WRTERH 39Emafd |

T AT serer=d i | siera= e wafd i1 (The Brahminic lustre, these

verily are the deities who approach with their own share. They deposit
the Vedic lustre in him and then he i.e. the sacrificer becomes endowed
with the Vedic lustre). This nature of Bhaspati is seen in the religious
injunctions.** This very text has come out to be the source of ‘that one

desirous of the Vedic lustre should propitiate Baghatani.c.

Brhaspati’ SRIS=ERME] Io1d seqorEafay (BhP 02/03/02).

The Samveda (=SV) is first of all mentioned not as the name of the
Veda but as the Sam formulas connected with Biaspati under RV
10/67/03" where there is a striking reference of Brhaspati as a
recognised Sama-singer who knows the hymns and also sings them

loudly.

3 3 i ameToREER fae At 1 dF.0R/08/0R 11
* Vaidik Devata, P 697,
* Gt wfafiataets TaIf e e

BafeRf iR shagl Sd Uikdig=d fagl STad || 3B.Q0/§9/03 ||
o g qQ
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The Atharvaveda alias Atharvangiroveda (=AV) 08/10/15% states
Brhaspati as the milker of Viraj-cow, the mother of Vedic Wisdom,
while later on the BhP (04/18/14) presents him as the calf milking the

Viraj-cow.*’

Nes

The Brhaddevata (07/109) runs: gHid:
TR gaaig geeafa: 11 (The Supreme Reality is the full

effulgence and meditating upon which Brhaspati realized and then

W & F TS |

eulogized It). This supports that Brhaspati must have been initially the
mortal sage who attained immortal position as the priest of the god and
the reason is that sage Braspati attained the knowledge of the highest

Brahman.

RV 01/190 beginning with eraiti g g=f=& and so on®® exhibits

Brhaspati’s divine powers like removing infamy. This is what is
mentioned by Sayaacarya with Saunaka ’s statement (RVdh. 01/151-
153).

% 1 gt e oo STRES: W1 S, 0¢/%0/2% 11
T TGRS 9k O i o TUTEG || 3Ta. 04/0/84 11
4 S qeES AT | o geTf P T SR YA 1 WL 0%/2¢/ % 11
® srtatol st wfoTE geeafd aen FerEh: |
Mo &l T a1 SMYUaf<l TqH- Hal: || F.08/8R0/02 ||
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“After talking bath one who recites this hymn (i.e. RV 01/190)
beginning with the word Non-deserting (3Faio) and bows down to

Brhaspati, gets heroic sons as well as wealth and becomes free from

infamy (W).”“g Similar instance is mentioned in sage Garga’s

calamity (under RV 06/47/20).

Dr. Tripathi G. C. remarks without providing any reference in his
Vaidik Devata that Brhaspati is one of the seven sages (¥« B9:) viz.
Marici, Atri, Angiras, Pulatsya, Pulaha, Kratu and Vasistha® but the

name is not found in that list. On the contrary Brhaspati’s name is read

in the list of 07 deities (not the sages) of 07 Great Utterances
(weremmRda:) as the deity of the Mahah-world. Here below the table

showing the utterance, its sage and the deity is given.

No Great Sages Deities
Utterances
(wereagea:) | (W) (garam)
R q: foranfes: A:
R qa: STHE: EIRE
3 . Higlt: 'Fff:

49313[@7-@:—
Scqefael A1 981 Y g Fofod | TR SR9Rd el o HH ed ||
3 AT YA YT SgATs, T | STu=d dl FHeaqufassd ars+er | |
>0 gresafiRtt # S O 2 1 Sfee e, Y. 64k,
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kS H: Tty Wﬁf:
4 T 3t Eray)
& dy: i T
9 HIH EREEK fag e

Brhaspati in Brahman-texts

The Ai. Br. 01/03/02 & 01/04/02, TBr. 01/05/04, Kau. Br. 15/02 and

SBr. 03/01/04/15 state Brhaspati verily is Brahman (3@ & gg@ufa:) (eqv.

a prayer or the lord of prayers) presenting his hymnal power. It is said
s0, because he does not harm anyone. At the same time (taking the name
in Masculine) he is Brahma (i.e. heavenly priest).” It is further stated
that the gods got victory over demons and gained heaven, just because

they were guided spiritually by Brhaspati.*

The Ait.Br 03/02/06 as well as Sat.Br 14/01/02/05 introduce his name
Brahmanaspati as an adjective and hence the name Brhaspati is to be

taken also as his first name.

The SBr (05/01/01/04) seems to support this statement (of YV 08/01)

and gives the story about Bhaspati performing a sacrifice and attaining

>l Jemfad o SR I dF.03/08, WAL.02/09/0%/2 11
> FEEAfaRifed & SaT SRR ST T ST || TH 03/03/08 11
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the heavenly world. For this reason he has attained the rulership of upper

direction as under:

T ST SeAl fERTHehITd, g I o I - Ul el Jeeidfas Semg: |

The text (05/03/01/02) further emphasizes onhBgpati being the

priest of gods through the sacrifice in the words:

d9 4l Yd iea TerRe e =% feufq) geefad qam gfed: |
T o e Qe el ||

This requires a special attention to know how Baspti and Brahma
were united or treated as one deity in the later literature. During the
salutation to the lords of directions, the later Hindu Religion accepts

them as one single deity saying, Salutation to Brahma situated in the

Upper Direction (Saiam si@0r 94:) in the steps of salutation of the

Twilight rites and other propitiatory rites of all gods and goddesses.*®

Meaning of the word Hymn (Siktam) & Types of verses (Rk or Rca,
Yajus & Sama)

The Vedic hymns are three-fold depending on their characteristic i.e

hymns or prayers containing description (S¥¢=M), praise (&) i.e.

>3 Vide. Sukla Yajurvediya Sanksipta Sandhyaprayoga, P 27.
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eulogies and preaching or teaching a lesson (3u<emer®H) i.e. didactic

hymns.

The Vedic hymns constitute the verses in poetry form, prose form
and even in the mixed form. The hymns in the poetry form are the
metrical compositions found fully in ghed® Samaveda and
Atharvaveda while it’s prose form is found in the Brahnmitexts and
the mixed form is found in the Yajurveda as well as in some of the

Upanisads. The Sitra literature is in the aphoristic form.
Amarakosa (01/06/03) states:

gfa: Bl A5 AT HHE] afgh: |
[ERIFERIERSLIIERICH IR

The Vedas are also known by the names Sruti (a Feminine word),

Amnaya as well as Traya (both Masculine words) and 7Trayi (a Feminine

word) and their sacred formulas (¥=11:) are Rk or Rea, Yajus and Sama.

The Rk is a kind of sacred formula through which the deities are prayed

or eulogies (F=a=1 WA <1 AT %= T 1). The Yagus is a kind of

sacred formula through which the oblations are offered to the deities

(ssards=), while the Sama is a kind of sacred formula which when
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recited in the particular rhythm in honour of the deities and it destroys
the sin (Jaf 99| Sis=AhHif0T1).

Lord of Speech
Method of recitation

RV 10/68/01 points out the method of reciting the hymns of

Brhaspati and in this connection the verse incorporates 02 Similes

employing the particle = in the sense of comparison (3Tre).

The 1° Simile presents the method of loud voice comparable to the

shouts of farmers protecting their water-filled (3g4d:) fields from the

birds, while the 2™ Simile presents the method of reciting the hymns

without a break i.e. continuously which is comparable to the torrents

flowing from the mountains (fTRyst A=),

This shows that the hymnal recitation expects loud voice along with
continuity. This is naturally evidence that the Vedic recitation requires
clear yet vigorous voice, just because Brhaspati is vigorous.

The above given two qualities of a singer/reciter are included in the six
qualities or merits listed by Pamni in his Paniniyasiksa (33): sweetness,

clear recitation, clarity in words, perfect accentuation, patient and

91



rhythmic capability, > while the demerits are singing as a song, fast
singing, shaking the head, recital of text-reading, without understanding

the meaning and low-voice. >

Brhaspati in the Epics

Valmiki’s Ramayam (AyodhyaKanda 01/17), enumerating the
qualities of a minister, compares Sri Rama with Brhaspati who is a

prolific orator of gradual arguments.>®

Mahabharat (=MBh) (Udyogaparva 11-13) narrating the incident of
Indra being dethroned and Nahus being coroneted, shows the genius of
Brhaspati who rescues Sachi by way of reciting the Vedic hymns re-

empowering Indra.

MBh (Anusasanparva 111) mentions one Brhaspati who is an
intelligent and pious scholar of the scriptural sciences. He instructs
Yudbhistira (arrived at Bhisma on the bed of arrows) regarding the nature

of the injunctions as well as prohibitions and the evil results (of downfall

> mepivaReafR: Teevew] G | wEemd 9 T WeE IO 1133 11
> et iR SR T qeT fAfaaues: | SHARISTIRISE T UISHIT: 113 11

>0 g a1 7 fregwerete: |
ST Skl aTed e | | a1 I.STAEATHIS 02/2.9 11
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and) of wicked deeds, but it seems that this Brhaspati was might be other

than Brhaspati, the celestial priest of Vedic times.>’

Brhaspati in the Puranas

Matsyapuranam (=MP) (10/16-17) referring to the achievements of

Vena’s son Puthu, calls Brhaspati as the milker (31), the earth is

symbolized as the cow, the penance is the symbol of milk and the Vedas
|.58

were the Vesse
MP CH 20 Stta Purani enumerating the holy places, remarks that
even Brhaspati is not capable of giving the list of all the holy places.

The Srimadbhagavatmahapuranam (=BhP) (04/18/14) relates
Brhaspati directly with the Vedas by giving a beautiful Allegory: At the
time of milking the earth in the form of the cow, the sages treated
Brhaspati as the calf and took out pure milk in the form of the Vedas in

the vessel of sense organs.

> ST e, JeeeeTH |

Tee GHRIMNTHAG, &l TR | | Hel.37.2 3 2/ 0% ||

e W fe g hraed o |

ST JEEafd FHI A g1 forrd Fafad )| HRet 2 /o I
%8 eSS A At 3 A1

e RAfUGTe o Faed | 9..2 0/ & I

YT TR Je&Tdr ;|

TG g e Qe FsRaeTEd || WY 0/09 1
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BhP 02/03/02 mentions Brhaspati possessing the Brahminic lustre in

“One desirous of the Vedic lustre should propitiate Brahmaspati i.e.

Brhaspati.” (Se/e=igeme] Isid sRvrafas). This is reviled under TS

02/01/02.%°

DBh (09/05/31) narrating Yajnavalkya losing the knowledge of the
Veda and reciting the hymn in honour of the goddess of Learning, the

reward of the recitation refers to Brhaspati as the lord of best poets.®

Varahpuranam (=VP) (58/09) and the Brahmavaivartpuranam (=BvP)
explicitly mentions Brhaspati as Vachaspati® who presides over head or

brain or intellect which is the basis of articulate meaningful speech.

Brhaspati As The Lord of Troups

Seer Gutsamada as if presents the meaning of the word ‘troups’

(TromEM™) in RV 02/23/01 which runs thus:

O] TS TTOTAf BelTHe hfd Shell~u ety
SIS SET0T SIRTUTEqd 311 +1: YUY §iS HIGTH |1 F.03/R3/0 ||

> TETT T T 391 B AR STEE |
T A SIered <Hfd | sera=ed yafd il d. §. 03/08/0R.

60 . NEELNEEN N
ATFAICHIhd ATMEIAHA] I: T3 |

Yhelial A JEefaeHl Hoq || qal.o’/04/3 1|
®! Visnusahasranam stotram of MBh contains the name Vachaspati 36 & 74.
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“We invoke Brahmanaspati, chief leader of the celestial troups, a sage of

sages, abounding in (every kind of) food beyond measure best lord of

prayers, hearing our hymns, come with the protection.”®

Brhaspati’s lordship or rather supervision over the hymns as well as
the formulas, their recitation and application has become so much
influencing that he got the high rank of the Lord of troups. It is
interesting to note that_ Brhaspati’s capacities are multi-farious. The

troups rather the groups or the hosts guarded, supervised, and protected

by Brhaspati can be comprised of (01) seers and sacrificers (gu:), (02)
the gods, honorable ones or superior persons of high class society (&t

Tedi, gedi 9Rgeri), (03) armies (79H) and (04) the common folk (forer:).

(01) Seers and Sacrificers (gu+:)

Seer Agastya declares under RV 01/190/01 that the priest should
highlight Brhaspati by the hymns for the sake of the worshippers who

are the sacrificers, because he is the showerer of fruits (gu4), the

52 7o <ot ToTafit BT Hfel AT
SUTSST SIRT0N SIRIVEAd 31 : YURffy: §ig WeH 11 F.03/33/08 11

95



pleasant tongued, the adorable and the be perfected one praised in the

sacred hymns (Tem=r:).%

Seer @tsamada states clearly under RV 02/24/16 that
Brahmanaspati, the Lord of hymns, is the controller of the world. He

should realize the hymn (RV 02/24) with a prayer to generate a son and

to recites the hymn in the sacrificial assembly (fag®).%

Under RV 07/97/04 sage Vasistha praises that Brhaspati should keep

his devotees i.e. worshippers and sacrificers away from the assault of the

enemies (21fd @aar 21fimn) so that they may not have to fight.®

(02) The gods, honorable ones or superior persons of high class society

(T3 wedi, Jadi IRIeH)

Under RV 07/97/05 Brhaspati is said to order the gods to provide

sacrificial food (31%H) with which the men are able to perform sacrifices.

%3 sl gwvi HfE geef e T |
M ool T <A SUA(=<1 TaHHE 7adl: 11 F.02/2%0/02 |
o SreTTeT e o a7 = R

fog g Wg Faai< <o e aeH fored Gfemn: 11 .0 /%/2& 11

% 3 a7 1 A weq IS Tewfad gaRT = R |
! T YA d Seaval i Fgal SR 11 3.09/19/0% ||
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For this reason he is purely praiseworthy (gf=rss<) and adorable of the

householders.®®

Brhaspati has not only protected the people in general but also the
honorable ones and even superior ones or persons of high class society
this fact is declared with the words “in ancient time you had killed the
enemies with your powerful bolt.” He is prayed to strike with his
lightening like terrifying bolt and to destroy the heroic sons of the

demons, because the demons have closed the cows behind the cave.’’

(03) Armies (3T9)

Seer Vamadeva has recognized Brhaspati’s valiant character (though
elaborated in the Dialogue Hymn of Sarama & iPafi RV 10/108),

states that he destroyed Vala and his soldiers in the company of well-

praising (<) and brilliant troups, set free the loving ruddy cows

sweetening the oblation (g=7z:).”

%0 1 < srhETAR ST il ST TS |

Yfershs FoT TS JeRaaHAatl gaH || 3. 019/%9/ 04 1|
* JeET qqYe faeT geETE ST A

JT ST 4T U 7 < SHfE TR 1| K0/ 30/ 0% 1|
%8 J e @ et O a9 WISt Hiew W@

TR TEET] TS HiTehagIoIdIearsTd | | 3B.0%/0o/o4 ||
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Brhaspati’s involvement in the war-fare is strengthened by the
refrances found in RV 06/75 containing 19 verses in different metres. It
Is the hymn of Sanctifying (i.e. charging) various weapons like arrows,
etc, of a king. Among these verses the 17" is to be recited in honour of

Brhaspati to  which the Anukramani introduces  H&IG¥:

o o haN

JoHeRuEfciaedr fergiadesdr: (the deities are the battle-field,

Brhaspati or Aditi as per the mention in the texture of the verse

(fergteriqera:).

This is a ruff reference to state that the lord of hymns (srErorEafa) is

equally a powerful war god.

(04) The common folk (ferer:)

Seer Ghaura Karva is so much assured by the powers of Br haspati
that he declares that Brahmanaspati must concentrate his strength of
regal divinities. He should maintain his station that is armed with the
thunderbolt. There is neither encourager nor discourager in a great or a
small battle.® This is again strengthened in RV 04/50 of Seer Vamadeva
as under: RV 04/50/08 talks about Bltaspati possessing the precedence

in the sacrificial assembly and the earth grows always for him. For this

% 39 &5 geeia B Tt o foq gfaf 28
AR It 7 a%dT Here Y 21 afFur: 11 Sh.0 2/ %0/ 0 ||
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reason only the people bow down.” RV 02/26/02™ declare Brhaspati’s
might which is very much praised and hence the seers of the RV

(specially Grtsamada here) have solicited for his grace. Under RV
02/23/16 Brhaspati is not only a deity protecting the individuals from the

thieves (¥=+1:) but also supporting the warriors in the war, from the

killers or the powerful enemies."

Over and above RV 07/97/07-08 presents his involvement not only in

the warfare but also in the assistance of Indra. As he is the deity

presiding over the prayers (as his name expresses g9 or SIEI0IH dfd:),

he is represented as helping the agriculture by way of providing the

water supply.”
Conclusion

It is noteworthy that the name Brhaspati (lord of hymns) signifies his

direct concern with hymns as mentioned in RV 10/68/06 where releasing

of the mulch-cows is supported by the ray-like hymns (37:). For this

"0 3 gedfr gt shrepfl @ T get fora faaem|

T forer: TeEHar T AfEE TS gd Tfd 1 R 0¥/yo/0c 1
" ot < v foife TRl g T FOr |

BTSSR A SRTIEIRE 3T gUie || .0 /&/0R 1|
21 . Wl 3 oy geee RO Raeis 3y SY: 11 3.0 3/33/25 I
73 ZEIrATT <& MR SR YAl G| | .019/]19/ 0L ||
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reason RV 10/182/03 Brhaspati is glorified to be identical with His son
and hence the epithet Fiery-headed (agH#i) suggests that He is very

close to the Brahmins and also to those engaged in Brahminic duties. For
this reason he becomes the Fiery-headed, slays the Brahmin-hater
demons and their chief called Saru.”* Moreover his direct connection
with the Brahmins is also suggested in RV 01/40/08 as a god Brhaspati

is said to be in direct contact with the god-devoted or godly man,”

though he is associated with the kings of gods (T=f4:) on account of his

royal power."®

According to the references of the Braman-text the gods got victory
over demons and gained heaven, just because they were guided

spiritually by Brhaspati.”’

In this connection RV 03/62/04says that Brhaspati is friendly with all
gods (fage=a:) i.e. ‘beneficial friend of all gods (Feeafed:).’

The study of the references and quotations of the Vedic literature
bring out the factual scenario that Brhaspati is regarded as the lord of

prayers or hymns in honour of different deities. As his name expresses,
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he is the lord of prayers and hymns (S&€afd: or sErorafa:) and hence He

is the lord of Speech (ar=rafd:)"® whose presence and direct involvement

in the sacrificial rituals are inevitable. In this regard His connection with

sacrifices is clearly observed through the hymns of the Vedas.

Many scholars talk about Brhaspati’s priesthood and conjecture that
the priesthood is also ascribed to Agni’not clearly, though the YV refers

to Brhasapti as a priest.*

Brhaspati has been mostly praised in the Rgved as a powerful god
who is strong, beneficent, mighty and the showerer of benefits. As the
troups in the Vedic literature it seems, comprise of the gods, priests,
sacrificers and even the people, he is said to confer strength as well as
wealth and so they are grateful enough to pay in reward of the form of

offering oblations to Brhaspati.

Thus Brhaspati is the most beloved, desired by all, accomplisher of

wishes and male progeny.

"® This name is also applied later on for Lord Siva (SP Kotirudra 35/56) and even
Lord Visnu (VSN 36 & 74).
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Therefore he is regarded as one blessing the worshipers with desired
objects such as, mighty sons as well progeny, cows, strength, food as

well long life.
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