. PREFACE

The study qf'fﬁe poem Sisupalavadha is generally neglected
for its stiffness. But it is an acknowledged fact that the poem
is Magnum opus in the field of the Classical Sanskrit Literature.
An intenslive syudy of the poem is necessary for the following

reasons:

1. This poem was once as much overvalued as there is a
definite modern trend to undervalue it. Hence it is necessary

to fiﬁd out the truth and to strike the balance.

2, The poemfig an encyclopaedia of the cultural history
of India - more particularly Gujarat and Rajasthan of the 6th
and 7th centuries A.D.’

3. The study of the poet Migha from various points of

view 1s a long-felt need.

I, therefo#é;iselected the present poem for critical
and intensive studj<éﬁd I feel very happy to present the result
of my study before tlie University authorities in the form of a
thesis for the*Ph.ﬁ§~degree of the Maharaja Sayalirac University,
Baroda.

I take this opportunity to perform the pleasgsant duty of
thanksgiving. I thank with all my heart Prof.G.H.Bhatt, M.A.,

Director, Oriental Institute, Baroda for his very competent
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guidance, extremely vgluaﬁle Suggestions, paternal care and
inspiration without'which the present thesis would not have
come into existence. He has helped me not only in his capacity
of the guiding professeg but alsoA}n his capacity of the
Director, Oriental Institute, Baroda, by giving me as many
books and Mss. as I required and lending me rare books even

from his personal library.

Inspite of hls heayy pressure of work =- jarticularly
the colossal task of preparing the Critical edition of the
Ramayana and other,rdutinéLapd social engagements - he has
taken great care and keenééﬁferest in going through most
eritically each line'ﬁf t@evﬁfesent thgsis and has given me
the most valuable suggestioﬁs regapding both form and matter.

I feel immense debtibf gratitnde vhen I take into consideration
the above-mentioned‘facts;;iﬁAshort, I owe to him more than

I can express.
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I thank br.U.P.sﬁéh; Deputy Director, Oriental Insti-
tute, Baroda, Shri J.S.Pa&e Shastrijl, Superintendent, Mss.
Section, Oriental Institute, Baroda, Dr.A.N.Jani of the Maha-
raja Sayajirao Universit&, Baroda and Shri H.R.Mankad, the
Director of Archaeology, Saurastra for helping me in my work.

M.T.Buch.



