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CHAPTER VIII.

1/TORKS OF MAGHA. 
i

The fame of Mgha as a great poet rests solely on the Sisu.
A ~

No other work of his has come down to us. Any old or modern scholar 
is not known to have pointed out any other work by Magha besides 
his poem Sisu. The catalogues of Sanskrit manuscripts neither mention 
nor attribute any other work to him. Thus there is no external evi­
dence available regarding the existence of any other work of Magha 
besides his poem Sisu.

Similarly the internal evidence is also lacking. Magha has
not mentioned any other work by him in the body of his poem Sisu.

1The epilogue stanzas also mention only one work vl&s Sisu.

But it is Impossible to believe that a great poet like Magha 
is the author of only one work. His other work or works must have 
been either lost or still remain, undiscovered. This view is confirmed 
by some stanzas quoted as Magha*s in anthologies and not found in the 
extant Sisupalavadha. They might have, therefore, been taken from 
some other works of Magha unfortunately lost to us for the present.

The Prabandhas attribute the following stanzas to Magha.
They are however not found in the extant Sisu.

(1) Bhoja-prabandha quotes the following as Magha*s.

1. °fpo3T rkri$ Epilogue St.S- Sisu.
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(2) Prabandha-cintamahi quotes the following as Magha's.

four ^ 5
The same/verses as those of Bhojaprabandha .(1-4) and the

following. 6
-w*rs qfy-cp ^^i>r}sl 2 3WJjr[

•?$%§ Jirgnr riferzfer I
kfk7k$cZpk {-!Pr *fiR-k ,97-4 rqktffrj;
^cr^orrfffijrtfjwjrf *ir*n*tr4 %§*Vj/m/

1. Bh.Pr. Np..281 This one also quoted in SS¥. & attributed to 'some*.
2. Bh.Pr. |Np.282. This one is attributed to Bhatta Pradyumna is SSV.
3. B*.Pr. l*n.t.to Sisu. 4.B&Pr. IJP..283. 5. pr.Ci. r.II.38,1,2,5.

NSP.ed. '
6e Pr. Cl. p. 11.38,4.
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Even if we leave out of consideration the above-quoted verses 
from Prabandhas because of the unreliable character of these Pra- 
bandhas still we have eleven verses quoted as Magha's in anthologies. 
They are not found in the extant Sisu.

(a) Vallabhadeva quotes the following as Magha's in his 
Subhlsitavall.

co fffyrcj
*7 M&'Vl am l

cfn cpz^ijf ii

<wfk <§2% H
$W: 42/ Brains \ aI

H f[a aa F4-41

c3) hi3 #fh*rbrfJMi

gjftfrjr. fH-fl I
'd3* *'*£'& ~ 3

(l0 JftoT fraj4TeqjrUffir#i ra%wr
fn vTJiryr $$a-pr rk^ar^rw avjiwgti I

raqjcZVr-f cf & -hF^t 
rtrai^mfqvi^-Fimi; 3J4f n ^

1. SSV. 1046 2. S3V. 3072
3; SS7. 1561 4. SSV. 3073.
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Over and above these verses, SSV. quotes the following two 
verses as Magha*s. But they.are h«± found in Kirata though not in

i *Sisu. They are as follows:

(1) MlWtf .JjVMcTTnf 

(Kirata. IX. 58) 
(SSY. 2012)

(2) Jfl
(Kirata.IX. 70) 
(SSY. 2009).

etc.

etc.

It may be added that these verses are on different topics. 
■Hie first pertains to love in separation, second to the effect of 
the Kali Age, third to the admiration of feminine beauty and fourth 
to the futility of virtues in absence of wealth. Therefor® they 
speak of more than one work of the poet Magha which are either lost 
to us or still remain undiscovered.

(a) Sarahgadhara quotes the following as Magha*s in his
ASarahgadhara Paddhati:

- : 1(1) 3-J2/T ^ JlB-cT j etc.

(2 ) FT j r TT '

These too are on different tppics. Hence the same remarks 
as above applies to them also.

1. SP. 407
2. Ibid, 373.
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Over and above thes.e two, SP. quotes the following as
( t c j ’
/ _ * i

. 5'
-f(f ^/¥ ^^TRJ2Tcl I

^f^fHjjrq $R$jvn !ffcH % M

!i
■qfylT tTr##' I

fcfcteFrr rffca*"*11

Jjjft 9-mfcrnft qiT'-jlfiv# I
2j*J}rPcT cT-tf?1? <2/>W7 ftWJTill*11

0 M ^

3?^f «? ft il v it
(SP. 403-407)

!

(c) Venidatta quotes the following stanza as Magha’s in his
Padyaveni.

(~> ">■ S

*7t5 n-qqj 97 tTRJT&jj 5 *
^Rfkirs j

■RiR? jjrcffirzrw ftfcfi g 

4,Jf4 ■ rtrnr //

(d) Ksemendra quotes the following stanza as Magha * s in 
his Aucitya-Vicara-canca. .

1, P¥. 749.
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(e) Sridhara 'quotes the following stanza as Magha’s in

his Saduktikarnamrtas

W ,ty«W$w>Tcfl-
i*ii*hxrrifk II*

The verses quoted above from P7., Aucit V., and Suk. cover 

various topics and confirm the conclusion that Magha's more than 

one work are either lost to us or remain undiscovered.

Over and above these, there are two stanzas quoted in SSV. 

wid SUK. as the products of joint authorship.

Thus SSY. has the following. It is repeated to be the 

product of the joint authorship of Kalidasa and Magha®

jjfkifwicr cRPTci II

It is needless to say that this Kalidasa is not the 

author of SakuntalaV :

1. Aucit V. 30 2. SUK. 27.1

. 3. SSY. 3380.
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SDK» gives us the following verse which is reported to he 
the product of the joint authorship of Bhojadeva and Magha.

ZW I i
<?<?«? mJJi^ 3i II

This Bhojadeva, the joint author of the above-quoted verse,
is not the king Bhojadeva of Malava who flourished in the eleventh

2
century A.D. But as pointed out elsewhere , it is possible that he 
may be the earlier king Bhojadeva of Malava who flourished in 665 
A.D. He is also reported to be a learned man and a great patron of 
learning. There is no chronological absurdity between the associa­
tion of the earlier king Bhojadeva and Magha. Hence it is reasonable 
to accept this reported joint authorship as genuine.

Thus,we find that in the presefet state of our knowledge 
not only there is a possibility of the existence of some other works 
written by Magha independently but also that of the existence of the 
works of joint authorship.

1. Suk. I. 48.4.
2. Vide Chap. V. pp.


