CHAPTER VII,
HOME OF MAGHA.

After considering the question regarding the date of the
poet, we shal;'pow fékéfup the question regarding his home. We
are pleased to“obsefvéAthat the question of the home #@ of Mégha
is one of the fey seﬁtled questions of Sanskrit literature and
free from controversy. No one is known till now to have advanced
any theory quesgégz the home of Magha viz. Bhinmal. All the three
Prabandhas -~ Bhojapribandha, Prabandha-cintimani and Prabhivaka-
carita are agreed on this point and they unanimously inform us that
Srimala or Bhinmal was the home of the poet. There appears no

reason for distrusting them in this respect in absence of any

evidence to the contraﬁf.

This place has been the home of Srimali Brahmins from
early times, Magha, himse1f4i Srimali Brahmin, was a native of
this place and enjoyed royal patronage here till hellived. It was
to Srimdla that the couriers of king Bhoja repaired when they
were entrusted with the mission of bringing Magha to the royal
court of king Bhoja. Prabandha-cintameni informs us as follows in

this eonnection.
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This statement of Prabandha-cintamani is further supported

by Prabhavaka-carita. It says "‘.'(XIV):
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This makes it clear that the poet Miaghe flourished in the

city of Srimala or Bhinmala.

Moreover in someuof thézolﬁ Mss. of the poem éiéu, we come

across, at the end of eacﬁ canté; the cclophon which runs: éﬁk
o \Y . \ \
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Pt.Durgaprasada,? in his intré&#&%ion to éiéu, actually spesks of one
Ms., having thi?ggfophon at thg:gnd, sent to him by his friend called
Bhagavandasa Kevaldasa from Sufaf. The Ms. in question 1s dated

1827 V.S, .

We are led to the saméf&oﬁelusion from the study of his des-
cription of the ocean néar the city of Dwarka in canto III and that
of the mountain Ralvataka in eanté IV of his poem. From both these
descriptions, it appears that the poet had personal and intimate
knowledge of both these places. They appesr like the accounts of one

who has actually minutely observed them. Over and above this, the

l. NSP. ed. p.3. f.n.
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warmth of affection with which they are described smacks of patri-
otism. The employment of the word 'Sri' at the end of each canto
of our poem is significant, It suggests that the poet wants to

immortalise his birth-place Srimala. The word 'Srit 1s the first
letter of the name of the city Srimala.

Tﬁi@ this external evidence furnished by the Prabandhas
and tradition as well as the internal evidence furnished by the
colophons of old Mss. and descriptions of the ocean and the moun-
tain proves beyond doubt that it was the city Srimala or Bhinmal
where our poet Magha lived and wrote. It was then the capital of

I3

Gurjaras.

Regarding thé'situation of this city of Srimdla or Bhinmal,
it is interesting to knéw what Al-Beruni has to say about it. He
wrote about 1030 A.D. when Mahmud was just dead. Al-Beruni says,
"Again south (~west) from Kanaui Asi, Sahanya, Jandra, gajauri and
Bazan, the capital of Gujarat.” It has been maintained in this
connection that the ﬁoﬁﬁ‘Bgzan mentioned by Al-Beruni defies
identification though Gujarat is recognised from inscriptions, to
be the country roundabout modern Jaipur. The country was certainly
the part of what'is modern Marvad, and Bazan, was the capital of
Gujarat or Ku-cha-lo of Hiun Tsang. Gujarat was the name of the
territory about Jaipur still in 1030 A.D. when Al-Beruni wrote his

#India” The part of the country where Chalukyas founded their rulse

was celled Gujarat, yet Anghilawida Pattan was situated in what was

1. Al-Beruni, India. ' -
2. History of Mediseval Hindu India, Vol.III. p.4.



then called 'Sanasvéta Mandala'. It was only towards.the end of
the 18th centur{ that Chalukysa records began to speak of this land
as Gurjarbhumi.

9 ,
Dr.A.S.Altekar is alse of the opinion that Bhinmal was

the capital of Gurjar kingdom ﬁut 1ts territories were tc the north
of Anshilapattan and so practically outside the limits of modern
Gularat. | o

But Dr.K.M.xpnshiaéoétradicts these opinions in the follow-
ing words:-"At the same time;lat no time in history were Mt.Abu and
the town Srimela or Bhillamala outside the boundaries of the tract
known as Gurjara or Gurjardesa'or Gujarat. Bhillamala, therefore,

is the centre, the fluctuating boundaries of the province have to be
4 - ’

measured from it."

But it is reasonable to believe that Bhinmal, the capital
of the Gurjara kingdom, lay outside the territories of modern Guja~
rot and was more on the side of the territory round Jodhpur. This
is supported by inscriptional evidence, Thus; as pointed out by
Dr.A.S. Altekars, in thflggulatpura plate, king Bhojadeva is mentioned
as granting a village/Sivagrama, situated intthe Dendavanaka Visaya,
which, it is stated formed part gf the Gurjarata-bhumi (4 QﬁﬁquI

7 'Zs’fﬂ”l%fqvlrﬁiﬂg;mavﬁmﬂéﬁ © ). Dr.Kielhorn has pointed out that

1. Ind.Ant.VI. No.4.
2. A Hist. of Imp.Anct.Towns and Cities in Guj. & Kath. p.l14.
3. The Glory that was Gurjardesa, Vol.III, pp.1-2.

4. Vide Chap. V. p.ies of the present thesis.
5. A Hist. of Imp. Anct. Towns and Cities in Guj. and Kath.pp.15-16.
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Dendavanaka 1s the town of Didwana.It follows from this that the
territory round Jodhpur was known in'the eight century A.D., as

the land of the Gurjars..We are led to the same conclusion by the
quotation from an umpublished Kalanjara insecription belongin; to
the 8th century, réfenred bo.bycDnoKhelhorato¥t shows that Mangala-
naka or Maglona, which is about 28 miles north-east of Didwama was
regarded as located in the Gurjaratra Mandala (cf..$3H{§?I?iT~
HEctTo: T TG 5115 P - «}Hc;rrafzn}géga %’J{%J ) g
Hence it was this territory round Jodhpur of which Srimdla or
Bhinmal was the capital and was known as such to Hiuen Tsang, the

famous Chinesge pilgrim,

The city bore four different names in four different
Ageé. It was called,érimélg‘in Satyayuga, gatnaﬁala in Treta,

Puspamila in Dwapar and Bhinnmala in Kali.

-

The Pairénic account of the city deserves consideration

as it gives a complete iaéé about one of the greatest centres of

Aryan culture in India in the 6th cent. A.D.

According to the tradition preserved in the érimi;a
Purana, we have a beautiful account about the naming of the city.
Laksmi, the spouse of God Visnu realised herself in this place and
the gods, therefore, coversd it with garlands and hence it took

‘s 3 ‘
the name of Srimdla when it was first seen by Visnu and other

1. Ep.Ind., Vol.V. p.210.
2. BG., Vol.I, p.l16. »
3, Srimala Purana,IX,1-22;X,2-24; LXXII, 1-15.



=139~

gods they could nof help exclaiming "what loveliness, what beauty,

what magnificence.

ériméla-méhﬁt@ya (in Skanda Purana, third Pariccheda,
Brahma-Vibhaga) narrates the following stovy regarding the origin
of the city. A |

H H

"Laksmi (§ri) said t&xéﬁds, " I want to see the earth“
covered with palaces Jﬁst'as §§é>is adorned by your aerial cars .2
Moraover she expressed heé dé$i;;§that one of her many x3 aspects
(Amsa) should remain there in the city.3 Visnu ordered his divine
attendants to call Brahmins ffom all quarters and ordered the
divine architect Visvakarma tqféééstruct in the mean time a wonder-
fully beautiful city. Goddessgéfi; who was pleased, granted a boon
to Visvakarmi, "You will be regarded the best architect in a1l the
three worlds. The best sciencé:céﬁcerning buiiding is composed and
the best Brahmins will study it like Dharmasastra.”

‘ 5
From these words, Prof.R.C.Parikh very rightly observes

that when we remember the legacy in architecture and its architects

of Gujarat, it appears that the boon has come true.

The city, according to ériméla Purana wassabout 15 to
20 miles in extent laid out in the shape of a square. There were
1000 Ganapatis, 4000 ngtrapalaS}fSQ“Candiki-devis, 11100 Siva

18000 ‘ temples .
lingas, 9992 other templaix?f Durga, 4000 Brahmasslas, 8000 shops

1. R.C. Int, to Kavyinﬁéésana;ziIgPt I,p.91.
2. Srima;VIII.3s 3. Ibid, VIII.42-46. 4. Ibid,IX.31.
5. Int. to Kavya, p.9l. 6. Srimi. B, X. 88,
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and 1000 assembly halls. It had 84 gates. Learniﬁg in all its
branches was pursued in its 4000 mathas,l Srimalamahatmya also
informs us that the\city was inhabited by Brahmins of 84 sects,
Banias, coppersmiths, ksgtriyas, 9000 prostitutes, dyers,somapas,
potters, actors,‘barbgfﬁ;:washermen, gardehers; vaisyas and sudras.
( srimal. 72. 2, 4, 5,.6; 7,13, 14, 18-22, 23-25), Granting that
this is an exaggerated}péetic description and therefore making due
allowance for it, it is‘éértain‘that it was g great seat of learning

and culture in those days.

We came'acréés:itsother name Bhillamala. The Bombay
Gazeter notes that itais‘éurprising fhat such a name of the city
was current even when Gurjars were at the height of thelr power.
And then it infers that the city may have been so called (Bhilla-
mala) on account of the Gurjars being as good archers as Bhills.
But the conclusion arrived at by Prof.Parikh in this connection
seens to be more reasonable. He has drawn our atfention to the
suffix *Mala' occuring in all the four names of the city. The word
'Mala' has thfree meanings (1) a forest between two villages,(2)
hilly high land (3) A Desya tribe like Kirata or that other than
Arya (Abhidhana-cintdmani - 413 grgi-gasdl | 4. 598,
el T s Fb T4 1 AN FeBAIAT: | 4. 29), (Mallinitha
in his commenta.;éy ‘on M_eghidﬁta 1.16 explains i3 Q\rlg,q?a{\.t;«:{g-eﬂrg&'{‘l

). After notling that all the three meanings fit in this

case, Prof. Parikh right?y remarks that the name given to it for
Kali Age viz. Bhinnamdlg.élone appears to be historical. All other

1. Ibigd, VII, 42; LXXI,}Q; 2. Parikh, Int.to Kavya,II.

i
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names are‘eulogistic. It is a known :gct that several regions are
known after the names of the tribes inhabiting them. It may be
that the aboriginal tribes known as Bhills and Malas may be imhabi-
ting this particular land in old days and it may have been known
as Bhillamalas on account of this. As the prosperity of the city
inecreased, the dignified»cit@zens inhabiting 1t might have named
it Srimala, though the ggmoqs astrologer Brahmagupta who flourished
in the beginning o;_&he 7th;eentury AD, styles himself Bhillaomala-
kacKarya. The repeated célaéaties caused by Raksasaa referred to

by Puranas and &egén&s m;&wbe nothing else but the uprisings of
these Bhilia and Malas wh§ %ere deprived of their belongings. The
name of one of the holyiplacés described by Srimala Purana is
‘Kiratasarah' i.e, a lake considered holy by Kiritas.l Prof.Parikh
further maintains that the;name Bhillamala is oﬁtained from PI-LO-
MO~L0O, the name of the city given by Hiueg Tsang. Al-Beruni also

gives Bhillamala as the name of the city.

The Jaina literature also refers to Bhinmal. Srimala is
mentioned along with the names of countries enumerated in various
commentaries of Kalpasutra. A silver coin called 'Dramma' was current
in Srimala (cf. GGHY o Ao YarT T 7(\’7’@4775} JH: Ly It was
also €3alled 'Paraupatha'. This coin was current in Gujarat at least

3
upto the end of the 13th century A.D.

1. Parikh’ Kivy&. I1., p.98o
2. Al-Beruni: India, pp.153 and 267.
3. Dr.B.J.Sandesars: Jain Agamasihityaman Gujarat, pp.179-181.
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. According to 'Niéithacéfgi‘, a silver coin called *Camma-
latat (Sk.Carmal&ta)‘was also current in the city. As this name
of the coin is meaningless, it is possible that due to the mistake
of a scribe, 'Va! might have been turned into 'Ca'. Hence if Vamma-
lata (Sk. Varmalata) is read instead of Cammalata (Sk.Carmalata),
it is possible to connect this name with tﬁe history of the city.
The famous king Vhrmalita of Srimala is mentioned by Prabhavaka~
carita and Magha in his Sisu. Magha's grandfather Suprabhadeva was

the minister of this king. It is quitg possible that the coins
might have been named-after’tne king.

Considering %ﬁé desgfiption of the extent given by Srimala
Purana and that given by Hiueansang3 who says that it was 30 Lees
in area (sbout six miles), it appears that the city must be extremely
prosperous and carrying on . trade on a very 1arge scale. It must be
the centre of arts and crafts.xThis evident from the Srimalamahatmya
which informs us that there was a2 large number of artisans and
crafﬁsmen. Hiuen Tsangéwho visited it in 640-1 A.D. tegtifies to
the great prosperity of the city. He says, "It had a flourishing
population in good circumstances, mostly non-Buddhists, only a few

believing in Buddhism.

The prosperity of the town increased with the growing

poyer of its rulers. It was ranked fourth in India. Hence the

1. Neu, P.III. pp.616-7.

2. Jain lgamaséhityam?ﬁ Gujarat, p.180.
3. Watters: Y.C. IT.p.249.

4. Vatters: Y.C.II. p.249. -
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the importance of thé‘t@wn alsoymust have increased. Extensive
fortifications were épﬁéiructed. According to Uffet, the English
traveller who visited it'in 1611, they enelosed a circuit of 36
niles.” Several tanks webe built within the fortified wall.. These
tanks served two;foléipﬁrposg of providing defence facilities and

other needs of the inhabitants.

The only information that we pessess about the rulers
of Bhillamala during this period is that’the king mentioned by
Prabhavaka-carita (XIV, 5, 6) and he is mentioned in Vasantagadh
inscription of 625 A.D. Magha's grandfather waé a minister of this
king. Brahmagupta, the famous astronomer, himself has stated that
he wrote hlis work in 628 A.D. vhen Vyighramukha of the Capa dynasty
was the king. Hiven Tsang who vigsited the place in 640-1 A.D. des=
cribes the king seen:by'him in the following words.

"The king is of the Ksatriya caste. He is just 20 years
old. He is distinguished for his wisdom and is courageous, He 18 a
deep believer in the law of Buddha and highly honours men of dis-
tinguished ability"z

H

In Thomas Watter's °0On Yuan Chwang's Travels ir India’

Vol.II., we have the‘fbilowing description of the king:

"The kiqg;who was a Kshatriva by birth, was a young
man celebrated for his‘ﬁisdpm and valour, and he was a profound

believer in Buddhism and a patron of exceptional abilities.®

1. Altekar. p.103.
2. BRW (Buddhistic Records of Western World by Beal).II,p.270.
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According te Dr.K.M.Mnnshil, this description is applicable
to Tata, the great grandson of Haricandrs. This Tata believed that
life was transient and therefore left the kingdom to his brother
Bhoja and devoted himself tq,ﬁhe religious life in the holy M;ndor.

We believe that this:King described by Hiuen Tsang was the
: e o

immediate successor of the king Vyaghremukha.

. W

This great city<whicﬁhya; the caplital of the Gurjars has
directly and indirectly contrgbuted ites quota to the development
of Anahilpur Pattan which mddé"Gujarat great, glorious and worth
its name. It was, in@eeé, a{gneat politicel and commercial centre
of the day. But greater still is its cultursl value. It was a
‘very great centre of learning; Besides being the home-town of the
great poet Magha who has 1mmoftalised his birth-place by employing
the word 'Sri’ a; the end of eacb canto of his poem and thus shown
his patriotism, the city was the birth--place of the famous astro-
loger Brahmagupta, the author of Brahmasphuta Siddhanta. Over and
above its being the centre of Brahmanical learning, it was also
the centre of Jain learning. The Jain scholar Siddharsi completed
his Upamitiprapancakathé_here. The grest Jain Acarya Haribhadrasuri
carried on his activities of initiating Pragvatas to Jainism here
only. These Prigvitas,llateﬁ'oq; played & very important part in
the history of Anshilpur Pattan. Udyopanasiri completed his 'Kuvala-
yamalad Katha' in this city. It is possible that the ambition of

Acarya Hemacandra might havé:ﬁegn prompted after learning about the

1. The Glory that was Gurjardess,III, p.30.
2. Vide Chap.V. pp. /s¢-7 .3 Chap.VI. p. /32
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part played heré by Acarya Haribhadrastri.
With such a ‘phenominal wealth of learning, the city
\ PR 1
naturally became the inspiring ideal of Anahilapur Pattan.

Its prosperité‘lasteﬁ upte the beginning of the 14th
century A.D.2 It began to decline with the rise of the Solankis
during the elevenﬁh aﬁaﬂfwelfﬁh centuries., It is’said that 18000
Gurjars left Bhinmala round about the 1ith century A.D. in the
reign of King Bhimaseﬁg.glAccording to the érimilamihﬁtmya, this
happened in Sam 1203 é 1147 A.D, It is said at the end of this
Mahatmya that on the eighth day of the bright half of Vaisakha of
the year 1203 of the Vikrama Era, the Goddess will repair tc the
city of 'Pattana' in Gurjarakhanda. On the departure of 'Srit, the
eity of Srimala will become devoid of lustre. People will follow
the course taken by 'Sri!. The place will be deserted and then it
will be known as Bhillamala.4

Consequently. the city of Srimala fell on evil days and the
city of Anghilapur Piitﬁ@a prospered.s

Lookingiat'tﬁé downf§ll ¢f the city from the peint of view
of history, we leéfg}%géflocal dynasty continued to rule perhaps as
feudatories of the Séléﬁkis to the end of the 13th cent. A.D. becauge
the Bhinmal inscriptions take the dynasty right upto the end of that

6 Coa
century. The Mohammadans overthrew this dynasty in about 1297 A.D.

1. Parikh: Int. to Kavya.Il.pp.96-7. 2. B.G.I.p.463
30 bid L L " o " pm 102 & 40 él‘i.Mﬁh. 750

5. B.GJI. p.469. 6. Altekar's A Hist. of Anct. Towns?&ltittescdr
Guj. & Kathe p«10d.
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and the importance of the town began to decline quickly. Still it
retained some of 1ts glory and importance as it was the chief town
in th kingdom of Gongirs Chowhans of Jhalor early in the 14th cen-
tury A.D. But after the defeat of that dynasty of Chovhans at the

hands of the Mohammedans, Bhinmal lost its importance for ever,

Dr.Buhler, following Col.Watson, has rightly opined that
the village of Bhinmal of our times is the ancient érimala.l The
present village of Bhinmal is a small insignificant village having
about 1500 houses (including 120 Bhil houses) and is situated about
fifty miles to the west of Mt.Abu.2 Its southern, western and northern
level land directly slopes towards the western desert. On the east
and in the land between the hills and Bhinmal lie scattered villages.

’ o R 2

There are only tuwo objects of archaeological interest.
They are the Yaksa-kiipa ghé'iuins of the temple of the sun as
Jagatsvamin vhich qnée mﬁétnhave been magnificent. On the last end
of the north bank of the léke (Yaksakﬁpa) is a massive seated figure
believed to be that of a,Xaiéa king. Its head wears long curls which
1o§k like a curled wig, an urusual equipment for an ancient image
in India. Its right hand holds a ball of stone.

The following dates about Srimala are msintained in folk-

4
literature.

1. B.G.I.p.449. 2., B.G.I. p.451
3. B.G.I.pt.I1,456 ff.

4, Puranomdn Gujarat. pp. 193-4,



(1) The Jaga;.o;v;mi Sun; .t_éipﬂe was built in 166 A.D.
(2) The ée;éructioﬁ ef.éhe cit; in 209 A.D.

(3) The cify plunéered by;; Raksass in 438 A.D.

(4) The city %ebuilt (643 A.D.).

(5) The plun&er of éhe city again (844 A.D.).

(6) Repairs of Srim3la once more (896 A.D.).

(7) 1ts prosperity lasted upto the beginning of the
1
14th century A.D.

1. B.G.I. p.463.



