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CHAPTER II

A SUMMARY OF THE CONTESTS OF BRAHMA- PUR AN A

Adh, 1

The Brahma-Parana Ibegins with th© benedictory stanzas# 
A beautiful description of the Naimisaranya follows. Being 

requested by the Sages assembled at the Naimisaranya to witness 

the sacrifice that was conducted there , the Suta Lomaharsana 
starts telling the Brahma-Purana to them. He states that the 
same Purana was revealed long ago by Brahma* as a reply to the 

answers of Daksa. Lomaharsana continues his narrative by 

giving an account of the world’s creation. At the beginning 

the waters were created and from them the egg manifested out of 
which Lord Brahma emerged. Brahma then created the Mahasa 

progeny, Rudra and others and Vaivasvata Menu.

Adh. 2
t

Manu married Satarupa and had two sons Priyavrata and
I- Q*. — —

Uttanpada and a daughter ICamya by her. A detailed account of
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the descendants of Uttanapada follows. In the descendants of
Uttanapada Vena is born and as he was ruling unrighteously the
sages killed him and created prthu after rubbing his right hand.
From the descendants of Prthu. the Pracetasas were born. As• • »

the fire emanating from their mouths burnt every-thing, the 
sages offered him Marisa, the daughter of trees, as a wife. To 
them was born Daksa Fraj apati and he had sixty daughters who were 
given in marriage to .different persons.

Adh. 3

The amount of creation is continued. At first the

Gods and others are created. Then Daksa Prajapati created the
Mahasa progeny at the instance of Brahma, but when in this way,

he was unable to increase the beings, he married Asikni, the
daughter of Virana Pra3apati, and he procreated many sons by her

then
but all of them perished. Dalcsa/h&d sixty daughters by Asikni 
and all of them were given in marriage to different persons.
Then follows an account of their progeny. The account of the 
creation of Maruts from the sage Kasyapa and Diti, one of the 
daughters of Daksa, is given in details.

Adh. 4

■ Brahma divides the kingdom between different persons. 
The story of Prthu1 s birth is repeated.. The king Prthu milches 
the whole earth and produces various objects.
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Adh. S

The Suta Lomaharsana then relates the accounts of 
different manvantaras including the descriptions of Gods, Sages, 
Indra and others therein and then follows an account of the 
Mahapralaya and the alpapralaya.

Adh. 6

Then follows an account of the creation of Vaivasvata 
Manu. Aditi, the daughter of Daksa Pra^apati and wife of the 
sage Kasyapa gave birth to Vulvasvan. V^ivasvan marries
Sam^na, the daughter of Tvasta"and gets three sons and two 
daughters by her. As Sara^navwas unable to bear the lustre of 
Y^ivasvan, she keeps her proto-type chaya in her place and goes 
in the forest to practise penance. Here chaya gives birth to 
other children and shows partiality towards her own children, 
whereupon Yama, the son of Sam^na, tries to kick Tspeii her but she 
curses him. Yama complains about the matter to her father 
V^ivasvah about his mother’s partiality.Whereupon V^ivasvah comes 
to know about the interchange of chaya and Samjnsf and Tvasta 
lessens his lustre by poring him on a wheel. Then Vgci'vasvan 
goes to the forest where his wife was practising penance in the 
form of a man and follows her in the form of a horse and there- 
fegjs the Asvins are created from them.

Adh. 7
V^ivasvah Manu had nine sons* Once he performed a



sacrifice with a view to obtain a son and he offered an oblation 
of the shares of Mitravarqria. From the sacrifice, a maiden 
I la emerged,. After seeing Mitrefvaruna, she was going back to
Mann when on her way she was invited by Buddha, the son of Soma, 
for sexual intercourse. She then gave birth to Pururava and she 
was turned into Sudyumna. Then follows a description of the 
descendants of Sudyumna. Among the descendants of Saryati, one 
of the sons of V^tivasvata, was born Raivata who gets married his 
daughter Revatf with Balarama, the brother of krsna, Then 
follows an account of the descendants of Iksvaku, one of the 
sons of Manu V^ivasvan, and amo#gg his descendants the Icing 
ItuvalasVa was born and being requested by the sage Uttanka, he 
kills the demon Dhundhu and becomes well-known as Dhundhumara.
In the line of Dhundhumara, Satyavrata was bom. As he carried 
away some- girl when her wedding ceremony was being performed, 
his father drove Ms out. He went outside the city and saved 
Galaha, the son of the sage Visvamitra, who was being taken for 
sale by his mother for her maintenance when the sage Visvamitra 
had gone to practise penance,

Adh. 8

In order to maintain the wife of the sage Visvamitra, 
Satyavrata killed the cow of the sage Vasistha. The sage 
Vasistha cursed him that as he had committed three sins, viz; 
displeasing Ms father, killing the cow of Ms teacher and made 
use of a non-sprinkled thing, he would be known as Irisahku. As
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Satyavrata maintained the family of the sage Ifis'vamitra, he 

fulfilled his desire and sent him to heaven together with his 
body. In the line of Satyavrata, Sagara is horn. An interest 
■ling anecdote regarding the birth of Sagara with poison is relat­
ed* Bahu, the father of Sagara was addicted to vices and his 
kingdom was taken away by the Haihayas, Talajahghas, Sakas and 
others. Being very dejected, the king Bahu went to the forest 
and gave up his life. Thereupon his wife fadavi wanted to 
follow him. Her co-wife gave poison to her but as she was 
pregnant the sage Aurva requested her not to become a Satl. 
Eventually, the child that was born to her was poisonous and he 
was called Sagara. Sagara destroyed all his enemies and regain­
ed his kingdom. He performed an A^vamedha. Someone carried 

away the horse and concealed it under the earth. The sons of 
Sagara dug the ocean and suspected the sage Kapila to be the 
thief of the horse whereupon the sage burnt the sixty thousand 
sons of Sagara. To his remaining four sons the sage Kapila 
granted the boons and directed that Saaudra should be regarded 
as the son of Sagara and henceforth he was known as Sagara.
In the genealogy of Sagara, DiHpa gave birth to Bhagiratha who 
brought the river Gang! to earth. As a result Gahga is called 
Bhagirathf. A description of the descendants of Bhagiratha 

follows.

Adh. 9

Soma is created out of the lustre emanating from the
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eyes of Atri, the mind-born son of lord Brahma. He was made a 
king and he performed the Rajasuya sacrifice and out of egoism 
he carried away Tara, the wife of the sage Brhaspati. On. her 
account a terrible war ensued between the daityas and the 
danavas. Eventually, Brahma meddled in the matter and Brhaspati 
regained Tara. But the child to whom Tara gave birth was 
considered to he Soma’s son and was named Budha* Then follows 
an account of the descendants of Sonia.

Adh. 10

Among the descendants of Pururava, 3-&fensa, the son of
Jok-nM.Budha^was born. The river Gahga wanted to be his wife but as 

the sage Jahnu did not grant her desire, she drowned his sacrifi­
cial hall.. The sage drank up Gahga but at the request of 
other sages*., he accepted her as Ills daughter, and thenceforth 
she was known as Jalinavi. Kusika, a descendant of Jahnu, practis­
ed penance in order to get Indra as his son. Eventually, Indra 
was bom to him and was known as Gadliirajtu Gadhi got his 
daughter Satyavatl married to the sage R.cika. The sage Rcika 
gave two pots to his wife, one for her and one for her mother 
with a view that his wife might gave birth to a lustrous Brahmin 
whereas his mother-in-law might give birth to a mighty hero but 
through mistake the carus were interchanged* Thereupon Satyavatl 
prayed to Rcika z that her son might bo a lustrous Brahmin whereas 
the power of chru might be transferred to her grand-child. The



boon was granted and Satyavatl gave birth to Jamadagni. Satya- 
vati became the holy river Kausiki. Gadhi gave birth to the 
sage Visvamitra and the sage Jamadagni married Renuka and gave 
birth to Parasurama. A description of the progeny of Visvaraitra 
follows.

Adh. 11

Raji was born to Ayu, one of the sons of Pururava and 
he gave birth to 500 sons. A terrible war ensued between Gods 
and demons in which being requested by the Gods Raji defeated 
the Daityas and attained the status of Indra. But Indra 
beguiled him by sweet words and deprived him of his status.
After Radi's death his sons again assumed the position of-Indra
but with the passage of time they became weak and Indra defeated

/

them. A description of the progeny of Anena, one of the sons 
of Ayu follows. Among his descendants, Dhanvantari was born 
and he learnt the Ayurveda from Bharadvaja. Among his 
descendants, Divodasa became the king of Varanasi but on account 
of the curse of the sage Hikumbha, the city was burnt and 
remained desolate for a thousand years and at the end of that 
period, Alarka, one of the descendants of Divodasa rehabilitated 
it. An account of the descendants of Alarka follows.

Adii. 12

An account of the progeny of I'Jahusa, one of the sons
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of Ayu, is given. When Yayatl reached old age and yet 
retained the desire to en^oy life,1 he asked his sons to give 
their youth to him hut none of them except the youngest Puru 
who exchanged his youth for his father's old age complied*
Hence Yayiti cursed the other sons.

An account of the descendants of Puru, one of the 
sons of Yayati is given. Among the descendants of Puru, Bharata 
was horn to Dusyanta and Sakuntala and his descendants were 
called the Bharatas. The genealogy of Puru includes the 
description of the Ajamdha dynasty. • i ...u; Kartavirya was 
a descendant of Puru; he obtained thousand hands by the grace 
of fc&g Dattatreya, He defeated Havana and gave many cities 
in daha to the fire and the fire devoured them together with 
the hermitage of the sage Vasis.tha. The sage Vasistha cursed 
him that he would be killed by Parasurama, the son of Jamadagni. 
An account of the descendants of Kartavlrya follows.

Adh. 14

An account of the descendants of Krd>stjl, the son of 
Yadu, Yaydtl's eldest son, is given. Here under the name of 
Krostu, the descendants of Vrsni, born among the descendants 
of Sjekh-L, Yadu, is given. Among the descendants o£ Vrsni, 
Vasudeva was born and had fourteen wives. A very short account 
of krsna's birth is given and an anecdote regarding the birth
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of Kalsyavana is given. Through the fear of Kalayavanfy krsna 
and others went to Dvai^ka.

Adh. 15

An account of the descendants of Krostu is given.

Among his descendants Jyamaglia was born. He had no son but he 

captured a girl from a battle and prophesized that she would be 

the wife of a son that would be born to him, he did get a son 

and got him married with the maiden he had brought after conquer­

ing the battle. An account of the descendants of ICrostu is 

continued.

Adh. 16

An account of the descendants of Krostu is continued. 

Again the descendants of Trail are given. Among them Prasenjit 

and Satrajit were born. The story of the sy asiant aka jewel is 

given. The syamantaka jewel was given to Satrajit by the Sun. 

ICrsna wanted it but did not ash for it. Satrajit gave it to his 

brother Prasenjit, Once while hunting Prasenjil was killed by 

a lion and he took away the jewel 'but as krsna was known, to have 

desired the jewel, everyone took krsna to be the murderer of 

Prasenjit. On hearing about the false blame attached to him, 

krsna went in search of the real murderer,' He traced out the 

lion’s footsteps and found that he was killed by a rksa, tracing 

out his track, krsna found that it was Jambavan who had killed 
the lion, A terrible fight ensued between JoiabavSh and krsna



at the end of which krspia got the jewel and gave it to Satrajit 
and married Jambavati, the daughter of Jambavan, and Satyabhama,
the daughter of Satrajit. An account of the descendants of
Yrsni is continued'.

Adh. 17

* ^Bhoja Satadhanva took away the syamantaka jewel after 
killing Satrajit and gave it to Akrura. A terrible fight ensued 
between krsna and Satadhanva and finally krsna killed Satadhanrs. 
bo.t he did not get the jewel. When krsna told Balarama that he 
did not get the jewel, Balarim*di& not believe him and went away 
to Mithila and taught gadavi&ya to Duryodhana. Eventually, by 
the powers of foga krsna cane to know about the possession of the 
syamantaka by Akrura and asked for it. When Akrura gave it to 
him without any hesitation krsna gave it back to him.

Adh. 18

Ms adhyaya contains a description of the geography of 
the world end that of India describing its varsas, rivers and 
mountains.

Adh. 19

It continues the description of Bhiratavarsa and its 
nine divisions and contains a description of the Jambudvipa.

Adh. 20
It contains a description of Plaksadvlpa, Salmaladvlpa,



Kusadvxpa, Xrauneadvlpa* SafeadviTpa, Pu§karadvxpa and Lokaloka 

mountain.

Adh, 21

It contains a description of the. seven Pat alas and 

the greatness of Ananta residing there is described.

Adh. 22 •

It contains a description of various hells and 

mentions the. sins by committing which the sinners go there.

Adh. 28

It contains a description of the various worlds like
Bhu-fcu Bhuvah and Svah,

« / • •

Adh. 54

1 t
It describes the Slsumar&cakra of the sky.

Adh. 25

It contains the names of holy places.

Adh. 26

The sages ask Vyasa about the ways to attain
liberation.

Adh. .27

A description of the Bharatavarsa continues.



Adh. 28

It describes tile greatness of the brahmins residing 
in the Utkalapra&eia, the greatness of the Sun-temple known as 
Konaaitya and the rites of Surya-worship. It eulogises the
Damana|njika pilgrimage to be performed in the Utkala^pradesa 
and narrates the greatness of sinalihga known as RamesVara.

Adh. 29

It continues the rites of Surya-worship and shows 
how special rewards can be attained by worshipping Surya on days 
like Fi^ayasaptaml and others.

Adh. 30
f

I’he description of Sun and the eulogy of his worship 
are continued.

Adh. 31

The eulogy of the Sun is continued.

Adh.. 32

This adhyaya relates the birth of gun as Martanda, when 
many gods were killed by the daityas, Aditl prayed Lord Surya

r

to be her son# During her pregnancy she practised severe types 
of penances like krcchra, eandrSyana etc,3 whereupon her husband 
Kasyapa asked as to whether her intention of practising severe
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penances was to kill the child in the embryo. Being enraged, 

Aditi gave up the garbha and the heavenly voice declared that 

the Sun would be known as Martanda according to the etymology 
based on the question asked by Ka^yapa to Aditi, vis, ’Marayasi 

garbhandam kim'The anecdote regarding Surya, San^na and 

Chaya given in Adh. 6 is repeated here.

Adh. 33

Being overpowered by darkness, Brahma and others 

prayed, the -Sun, The Sun. granted a boon to the gods and his 

various names are enumerated.

Adh. 34

t

The greatness of Siva is described in the beginning; 

then the anecdote regarding the destruction of Daksa’s sacrifice
_ i

is related. Once Gati, the wife of Siva, went to her father 

Daksa’s house in order to witness the sacrifice that was being
I

performed by him. Siva was not invited and to her great

indignation she found that no respect was paid to her and that 
#Siva was highly abused and she threw herself into fire and died.
I

Siva and Daks a cursed each other. In her next birth Sati was 

born as Bata* to Himalaya and Menaka. While she was practising 

severe penance, Brahma -granted her a boon that she would get a 

husband of her desire. ,



Adh. 35

Lord Siva assumed an ugly form and went near Parvati 

and told her that he had chosen her as his wife. Knowing that 

the ugly form was really Siva, Parvati honoured him and asked 

him to go to her father in order to ask for her hand. Himalaya
I

replied that if his daughter chooses Siva in the svayamvara,
i

then he was ready to welcome Siva as Ms son-in-law. After a 

short time, lord Siva disguised himself as a child grasped by 

a crocodile and asked Parvati to relieve Mm at the cost of 

the reward of her penance. Parvati complied and relieved the
f

child and started again to practise penance, whereupon Siva 

manifested his original form and gave her back the rewards of 

her penance.

Adh. 36

A beautiful description of Parvati's svayamvara

follows. Just before the time of svayamvara, Lord Siva took

the form of a child. Knowing that it was Siva, Parvati took

him in her lap. lot knowing his identity, all the gods tried
(

to attack but lord Siva paralysed them.. Brahma then performed 

the marriage ri£es of lord Siva with Parvati.

Adh. 37

The gods prayed lord Siva.
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Adh. 38

Mahadeva burnt ICamadeva when he came to disturb him. 
Once Menaka came to see Uiua and poked fun at her husband’s

^ ipoverty. Parvatl felt the insult and thereupon lord Siva 
want to Meru and left Himalaya.

Adh. 39

' In the Yaivasvata Manvantara, Dak^a was born as a 
Prajapati and he started performing a sacrifice in which he

. tinvited all the gods but did not invite Siva, On being
questioned by Dadhiei as to why s'iva was not invited, Dak^a

♦replied that he did not want to give a share to Siva in his 
sacrifice. On seeing that everyone was going to the sacri­
fice of Daksa, Uma asked Siva as to why he too was not going. 
Siva explained his position and at the same time acclaimed his 
greatness but Una’ was not satisfied and induced him to destroy
the sacrifice whereupon Virabhadra emerged from Siva and he

*destroyed the sacrifice of Daksa* Daksa prayed lord Siva 
and obtained a boon that all his labours over the preparations 
for the sacrifice would not be wasted.

Adh. 40

tDaksa prayed lord Siva#

Adh, 41
A description of the Ekmarakaksetra is given.



Adh» 42

A description of the Utkalaksetra is given*

Adh. 43

A description, of Avanti is given. King Indradyumna 
ruled there,Mahakala Siva is described and Visnu is described 
under the name of Vlsnusviml*

Adh . 44 Id!TT45
The description of Puru$ottamak$etra, i.e. Utkala-

ksetra is continued. In the olden times, in the Utkalaksetra * #
there was the idol of lord Visnu made up of blue sapphire.On 
beholding it, people became free from desires and directly

I ^went to the svetadhama of Visnu and thus Yama was unable to do 
his work and he prayed lord Visnu and expressed his difficulty 
whereupon Visnu covered the idol with sand.

Adh. 46

A description of Utkalaksetra is continued.

Adh. 47

The king Indradyumna built a palace in the utkala­
ksetra and performed a sacrifice.

Adh. 48

The king Indradyumna gave up all the enjoyments in



the anxiety of getting the idol of lord Visnu.

Adh. 49

The King Indradyumna prayed lord Visnu.

Adh. 50

The king Indradyumna got a dream in which lord Visnu 
told Mm that after obtaining the tree flowing in the ocean 
near the utkalapradesa, the idols of lord krsna, Balarama and 
Subhadra be prepared. When on the next day the king went to 
the ocean, he found the tree and Visnu and Visvakarma appeared 
before him in the form of Brahmins and Visvakarma prepared the 
three idols out of the tree for the king Indradyumna.

Adh. 51

Lord Visrju described his greatness. The king Indra­
dyumna consecrated the idols according, to the proper rites 
and after ruling for a long time, he went to Vlsnuloka,

Adh. 52

At the end of a Kalpa, at the time of Pralaya, the 
sage Markandeya was in great distress and saw the nyagrodha 
tree.

Adh. 53

The sage Markapdeya saw the great Pralaya and had a 
vision of lord Visnu sitting on the branch of the nyagrodha 
tree in the form of a child. At first the sage got angry



as he was not able to recognise the child; then lord Visnu 

revealed his real fora and the child entered Ms belly*

Adh. 54

. Markandeya saw all the worlds in lord Visrju’s belly*

Adh, 55

Markandeya came out of the belly and worsMpped 

lord Visrju.

Adh, 56

Being requested by the sage Markandeya, lord Visnu 

described his greatness to Mm and the sage Markandeya asked 

Visnu about constructing a temple in honour of £>iva. lord 

Vi?Q.u granted Ms request.

Adh. 57

A description of the five tlrthas situated in the 
utka!apradesfa is given and the rites and rewards of the va$a- 

worship, are given, A eulogy of the Markandeya stream and the 

worship of krsna are given*

Adh. 58

The rites of Irsimha worship are stated,

Adh. 59
« f

The king Sveta worsMpped lord Siva and requested



him to enliven the dead child of the sage Kapala Gautama.
Being pleased with his devotion, lord siva revived the child. 

The king then constructed in the Purusottamaksetra a beautiful 
temple and established in it the idol of Svetamadhava, He - 
then prayed lord ?isnu and attained him.

Adh. 60

The rites of taking a -bath in the ocean, the worship 
of vata and the worship of lord Narayana are given*

Adh. 61

The rites of Harayana worship ar© stated.

Adh. 62

Bath in the ocean is eulogised.

Adh. 63

The greatness of the five tirthas is described.

Adh. 64

The eulogy of seeing lord krsna on the Mahajyaisthf 
day is given. ~

Adh. 65

The rites of bathing lord krsna are given. The 
gods prayed him. The rewards of seeing him are mentioned.



The greatness of the pilgrimage to Gudiva situated' 
near Jagannathpuri is mentioned.

Adh. 67
>A description cfipexformihgrfche twelve pilgrimages 

in the Purusottamaksetra and their rewards are given.

Adh. 68

A description of Visnuloka is given. The temple in 
honour of Visnu situated near the Nyagrodha tree in the Purus.o- 
ttamaksetra is described.

Adh. 69

The greatness of lord Purusottama is described.

Adh. 70

From this adh. the Gautami-mahatmya starts and it 
ends with the 175th adhyaya. As an answer to the que^ry of 
the sage Harada. Brahma revealed four types of tirthas and 
their nature to Narada.

Adh. 71

When confronted by the danger of the demon Taraka, 
the gods approached Viqnu and on his advice requested Eimavan to

igive birth to Uma who would be the wife of Siva and the mother



of the child, who would hill the demon Tar aka* Accordingly, 
Gaun was born and she practised penance to get Siva as her 
husband* Being advised by Brhaspati, Madana i.e*the god of 
love went near lord Siva and with the help of the spring season 
disturbed the penance of lord Siva but he was burnt by lord

) t)Siva. The gods requested lord Siva to marry the daughter of 
Himavan and Siva granted their request.

Adh. 72

In the beginning, a description of Himalaya is given,
* *

While BrahmS was performing the marriage rites of Siva and
Parvati, he saw Parvati*s beauty and as a result of it his semen
was discharged and from it the ValaMiily&s were created* Brahma"
was very abashed but in order to expiate him, lord s'iva gave him
a water-pot which consisted of water collected from all the holy
places and in that water-pot lofcd £>iva established the river
Ganges too.

Adh. 73

The story of Bali and Yamanavatara is introduced. 
Bali \fas a powerful demon and a great devotee of lord Yisnu. 
Being jealous of him all the gods approached Yisnu and asked 
the means to dispose of Bali, Lord Yisnu said that as Bali 
was his great devotee he would not kill him but he would find 
out the way to give them back their kingdom. Lord Yisnu took 
birth as Yamana by Aditi and Kas^apa and went to the sacrifice



that was being performed by Bali. The sage Sukra warned Bali 
that Vain an a was not an ordinary person but he was lord Visnu 
himself.and that Bali should be careful before granting any of 
his requests. But instead of being cautious, Bali was more 
pleased and granted the request of Vauxana of getting the land 
covering his three steps* Vain ana placed his first step and 
covered the world, the second step covered the Brahmaloka and , 
the third step was placed on Bali’s head. Bali was then given 
the boons of the lordship of Rasatala, the future status of 
Indra and the status of being the lord of his own self. On 
beholding the second step of Visnu in the Brahmaloka, Brahma' 
thought of receiving it • by sprinkling the water of the pot given 
to him by Siva. He enrInkled it on Visnu*s foot and it spread 
in four directions. The water falling in the southern direct-

fion reached Siva’s head, that in the north reached Visnu, that 
in the west reached again the water-pot and that in the east 
reached the gods, $itrs, sages and Lokapalas.

Adhu .74

^ _ tParvati did not like the increasing affection of Siva
for the Ganges.^ So she asked Ganesa to find out the means .by
which lord S*iva would release Gang a- from his hair. Ganela took

the help of Jay a and planned a conspiracy in such a way that the
blame of killing a cow was attached to the sage Gautama. By way
of expiation, the sage Gautama was asked to release Gangs' from 

/lord Siva’s head.



Adh. 75
f

The sage Gautama prayed lord Siva and lie released 

the Ganges.

Mh. 76

The sage Gautama requested the Ganges to divide her­

self to benefit all the people. She divided herself for 

three worlds and went to heaven in four forms, remained on 

earth in seven forms and went to the Rasatala in four forms. 

Thus she divided herself in fifteen forms# Thus the Ganges 

that was brought by the sage Gautama went to the eastern ocean 
and became the river Godavari. The rites of talcing a bath in 
the river Godavari are described.

Adh. 77

A eulogy of the river GautamI is given.

Adh. 78

By the grace of the sage V&sistha, the king Sagara 
obtained children* Sagara performed asVamedha and sent his 

60,000 sons to protect the horse but the horse was carried away 
by Indr a and Tin spite of searching for it everywhere the sons 

of Sagara did not find it. The divine speech declared that it 

was in the Rasatala. The demons thought that it would be 
easier to bring about the death of Sagara *s sons at the hand of 

the sage- K&piia and so they tied the horse near the place where



the sage Kapila was sleeping. The sons of Sagara reached the 

place, kicked the sage and were burnt by the lustre emanating 

from the sage. larada related the dismal news of the -death 

of the sons to Sagara. Another son Asaman^a"was left off but 

as he had a habit of throwing away other’s children in water, 
the king Sagara abandoned him but brought AmsUman, the child of 

Asamanja, prayed Kapila ana completed the sacrifice. Among his
_ t

descendants Bhagxratha prayed lord Siva on Kapila*s advice, 

brought Ganges on earth and sprinkled its water on the ancestors 

and relieved them. The Ganges brought by Bhagxratha also 

reached the eastern ocean., Thus the Ganges that had reached 
lord Suva’s locks x*as brought by two persons, viz.Gautama and 

BhagTratha, on the earth.

Adh. 79

The Varahavatara is related. A demon Sindhusena 

carried away the sacrifice to Rasatala. As Indra and other 

gods were unable to bring back the sacrifice they approached 

Visnu and lord Yisnu took the form of Yaraha and after killing 

the demons gave the sacrifice to the gods. The river Ganges 

followed through the path by which lord Yisnu had gone to the 

Rasatala. The place where this happened was called the 
Y arShatirtha.

Adh. 80

A hunter caught a female-pigeon and the male-pigeon



became very unhappy on seeing his mate being caught by the 
hunter but the female pigeon related to him the Importance 
of receiving a guest properly. Thereupon the male-pigeon 
lighted fire and both threw themselves into fire in order to 
provide food for the hunter.' They went to heaven and on their 
advice, the hunter prayed the river Oautaml and went to heaven. 
The place was called Kapotatlrtha.

Adh. 81

An anecdote regarding Kumaratirtha is related. On 
the destruction of Tar aka, Parvati" was pleased with Kartikeya 
and asked him to enjoy himself. Rot observing due limits 
Kartikeya enjoyed with the wives of gods according to his 
desire. They complained to Parvati but when Parvati was tin- 
able to check him, she took the form of the wife of every god. 
On seeing his mother's form in, the wife of every god, Kartikeya 
was very abashed and took a strict vow of seeing his mother in 
every female form for ever. He prayed Siva and Parvatf and 
obtained a boon that whosoever would come to the Kumaratfrtha 
would be relieved of his sens, even if he be a great sinner 
who had approached his teacher's wife.

Adh, 82

An anecdote regarding the birth,of Kartikeya is given
The greatness of Krttikatfrtiia Is described.



The king Bhanvana obtained the rewards of performing 
ten asVamedhas by performing one asvaraedha on the bank of the 
river GauiamT. The greatness of Das^asVamedhatfrt'na is 
described.

Adiu 84

An j ana and Adrika, the wives of the monkey Kesari 
and the mothers of Hanumah and Nirrti respectively were nymphs 
in their previous births but owing to some curse of Indra they 
were deformed. Hanumah and Wirrti took them to the river 
Gautami when they took a bath and their deformity was cured.

Adli. 85

The sage Kap.va was envious of the prospering of the 
sage Gautama and he prayed the river Gautami and became 
prosperous. A eulogy of ksudhatxrtha is given.

Adh. 86

Moved by the bewailings of the Taisya VisVadhara over 
his son’s death, Yama gave up his duty of killing men and 
started practising penance on the bank of the river GautamT. 
Indra was afraid ,lest Yama gained powers higher than him by 
practising penance. Indra sent Menaka*to disturb Tama’s 
penance. Visnu sent his cakra for the protection of Yama



therefore the place was called cakratlrtha. Menaka disturbed 

his penance and Surya, the father of lama, directed Xama to 

continue his work.

Adh. 87

Brahma created Ahalya and asked the sage Gautama to 

bring her up. When she came of agey. Brahma declared that whoso­

ever would return first after circumambulating the world would 

get Ahalya as a wife. All the gods started going round the 

world but the sage Gautama went round a cow who was giving 
birth to a calf and then approached Brahma and married Ahalya. 

One day Indra took the form of the sage Gautama and approached 

Ahalya in the absence of the sage Gautama* Deceived by his 

form, Ahalya allowed him to enjoy with her. On his return 
the sage Gautama cursed Ahalya to become a dry river and Indra 

to have a thousand signs of female organs all over his body. 

Being appealed to for mercy, the sage showed them the way of 

expiations and the thousand signs of Indra were converted into 

eyes and he was called Sahasraksa. The place was called 
either Ahalyasamg amat Ir tha or Indratfrtha.

Adh. 88

Varuna discussed with Hajnavtjkya and Janaka about 
enjoyment and liberation and eulogised the river Gautamf.

", Adh. 89
The anecdote regarding the peering of the lustre of



Sun given in adh. 6 and adh. 32 is repeated here*

Adh. 90

As the serpent maninaga was afraid of the Garu<Ja, 
he worshipped diva and asked a boon to have permanent freedom 
from the fear of Garuda. Though;, diva granted the boon, once 

Garuda carried away the maninaga* Nandi went to Vlsnu and 
asked him to tell Garuda to release the maninaga* Inspite of 
Visau’s order, the Garuda did not release it, Then Vlsnu 
made Garuda realize his promise whereupon Garuda released the 
Maninaga* By Siva1 s advice, Garuda took a bath In the river 
Gautami and attained a strong body.

Adh* 91

A brahmin Jabali did not release his cows for grazing.
* 1Seeing their grief, Nandi, the bull of lord Siva, carried away

1the cows. The gods approached lord Siva and received back the 
cows, The place was called Govardhanatirtha.

Adh. 92

There was a Brahmin Dhrtavata, His wife’s name was 
MahT and they had a son San&j&ta* After the death of Dliytavata 
Mahi gave his son to the sage Galava and enjoyed life with many 
men, Once she came to Janasthaha, Sanajjata too came there 
after getting good education from the sage Galava but Sana33ata 
had inherited his mother’s lax character. Not knowing the



identity of each other, the mother and son. enjoyed with each 
other in the Janasthana. The sage Galava apprehended a change 
in Sanajjata and inquired about his activities. On knowing 
the details, the sage Galava revealed the relationship of 
Sanajjata and Mahl to each other. Both went to the river 
GautamT and expiated.

Adh. 93

Once when there was a famine, the pupils of the sage 
Visvamitra brought a dead dog, cooked his meat, offered it to 
the gods and were about to eat it. At that time Indra carried 
away the vessel full of meat and returned it after filling it 
with honey.. Yisvamitra was enraged and threatened to bum 
Indra. , Indra was released when he consented to pour rain*

Adh. 94

Sveta, a.devotee of lord Siva was killed by Yana* A
terrible war ensured between Yama and Kartikeya and at the end
Kartikeya killed him. The gods prayed lord Siva to enliven
Yama. , Lord Siva 'granted their request on condition that Yama
would have no control over the devotees of lord Yisnu and lord 

1Siva, . ,

Adh. 95

Jiva and Kavi were the sons of the sages Ahgira and
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Bhrgu respectively. Both i>f them studied under Angirasa.
But the sage Angirasa showed partiality towards his own son, 
therefore Kavi i.e.Sukra approached the sage Gautama and on 
his advice went to the river GautamI and worshipped lord Siva 
and he obtained the knowledge of the Mrtasam^Ivinlvidya 
through his grace*

Adh. 96

Indr a committed the sin of Brahmin - murder by killing 
vrtra and concealed himself in a lotus-stalk as the Brahmahatya 
ran after him. Brahma asked Indra to come out after he had 
resided in it for a thousand years and the gods consecrated him 
with the water of the river Gautamx.

Adh. 97

Paulastya^was the eldest son of Yfskavasa. He had 
three brothers Havana, Kumbhakarna and Vibhfsana but they were 
called Raksasas as their mother was a Riksasl. All of them 
practised severe penance and Ravaiia defeated Dhanada, obtained 
Banka and Puspaka aeroplane, became the king and drove away 
his brother Pulastya* Pulastya prayed lord Siva on the bank 
of the river Godavari and obtained the lordship of treasurers.

Adh. 98

A demon Madhu killed Jatavedas, the brother of Agni, 
Being enraged, Agni entered the waters of Gautamr. The gods



prayed Agni and Agni came out.

Adh. 99

Kaksivan had two sons*. He asked them to get married 
in order to get freedom from the three debts .When both of them 
did not agree to marry they were advised to go to the river 
Gautami,

Adh. 100

In the olden times, Indra killed the Valakhilyas*
The Valakhilyas gave the rewards of half of their penance to 
the sage Kasyapa and asked him to create a son who would kill 
Indra. Kasyapa begot in his wives Kadru and Suparna and asked 
them not to go anywhere during the period of pregnancy. Violat­
ing their husband's instructions, they went to the sacrifice 
of some sage and misbehaved and so they were, cursed to be 
rivers. When the sage Kasyapa heard about it he prayed lord 
Siva and regained his wives and performed their simantonnayana 
ceremony. But Kadru poked fun of one of the sages add was, 
cursed to be one-eyed. After worshipping the river Gautami, 
she got relieved from her curse.

Adh. 101

In the assembly hall of Brahma, the king Pururava 
saw Sara swat I and invited her. They had a son Saraswan, When 
Brahma came to know about it he cursed Saraswatl to become a -



river. Saraswatf worshipped the river Gautamf and got relief 
from the curse.

Adh. 102

Lord Brahma was enamoured of his own daughter and 
went after her in the form of a deer j. When she was running 
away in the form of a female deer. Lord Siva took the form of 
a hunter and threatened to kill Brahma. Whereupon Brahma 
refrained from following his daughter.

Adh. 103

A demon Hiranyaka disturbed the sacrifice of king 
Priyavrata. Being afraid of him, all the gods ran away in 
different directions whereupon the sage Vasistha killed the 
demon with his stick.

Adh. 104
, ^ 1 fBy the grace of Yaruna, the king Hariscandra obtained 

a son but the boon was conditional viz. that the son was to be 
given to Yaruna. Every time Yaruna came ultimately to take 
him away, Hariscandra postponed it. Rohita, the son of 
Hariscandra, gave Sunahsepa, the son of Ajfgarta to him in his 
place, Rohita performed the sacrifice without offering 
SunaWepa in it, Visvamitra considered Sunahsepa to be his 
eldest son and all of them worshipped the river Gautamf.
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Mh. IQS

The Gandharvas possessed Soma but the gods exchanged 
Soma by giving them SaraswatI. Afterwards Saraswatf also came

to gods without the knowledge of Gandharvas,

Adh. 106

The gods and demons churned the ocean and brought 

out the nectar. At the time of distribution the gods decided 
to distribute it amongst themselves alone but Rahu entered the 
mob ox gods and drank the neetar. On knowing this, lord Visnu

killed him and from the safcti emerging from the body of Rahu, 

a river Pravara flowed..

Adh, 107

'A sage Vpddha-Gautama married a lady much older than 
himself. The other sages poked fun of the incongruity of the 
pair and they worshipped the river GsutamT and regained youth and 

beauty.

Adh. 108

A King Ila started for hunting. In the forest he 
went inside the k cave of a Inks a who had gone outside with 
his wife. The Haksa thought out a plan of driving out the 
king from his cave* His wife took the form of a female deer 
and attracted the king. The king followed her end both of 

them entered the Umavana. In olden times Uma had got a boon
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from Siva that whosoever except Siva, Kartikeya and Ganesa 

enters Umavana would be turned into a female form. Thus the 

king I la was turned into I la* She married Budha, the son of 

Soma and they gave birth to Pururava". Pururava went to the 

river Gautamf and worshipped lord Siva and Pirvati and by their 

grace Ila regained her original form of Ila.

Mh. 109

The anecdote regarding ‘Oaksa performing the sacrifice^ 

Sati's suicide on hearing the abuse of her husband Siva, the 

destruction of Oaksa’s sacrifice by Siva and Daksasprayer to

Siva given in adhyayas 34-35 are repeated herej With the
»

addition of story regarding Siva bestowing the cakra to Vlsnu.

Adh. 110

The gods gave their weapons to Badhlci and in order 
to protect them, the sage crank them away. When the gods were 

confronted by the danger of the daityas, they came to the sage 

to ask for the weapons. Whereupon the sage gave them his 

bones and the gods made a weapon out of them. The pregnant 

wife of the sage Dadhlei gave birth to a son and she entered into 

fire. As the son was brought up by the trees he was called 

Pippalada. Pippalada wanted to kill the gods and take the
t

revenge of his father’s death but lord Siva explained to him 

the whole matter and he was pacified. By the grace of lord
i

Siva, Pippalada saw-Ms parents in heaven.
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Mh« 111

, i_

A serpent was bom to the king Sura sens. The 

serpent married BhogavatT, the daughter of the king Vi jay a.

The sag®® serpent related to Bhogavati the story of his curse 

on account of which he had become a serpflat. Both went to the 

river Gautam and the serpent regained a human form.

Mil. 112

«

Lord Siva took the side of the gods and killed many 

danavas* At that time from his perspiration the Mataras were

created.

Adh. 113

When being J©d? afraid of lord Siva, the daityas were 

running away in the Rasatala, the fifth head of Brahma spoke 

out that he would protect them and that they need not be
i _

afraid. Lord Siva cut off the fifth head of Brahma,

Adh. 114

As the Garjesa threw obstructions in the sacrifice of 

the gods, they prayed him and completed the sacrifice.

Adh. 115

Sesa was the lord of Rasatala but when the daityas
•entered it, they drove him out. Se§a prayed lord 8*1 va and 

» |. obtained a sola from him. With that sula he killed the



daityas and regained his kingdom.

Adh. 116

Once tile sages performed a sacrifice and kept Mrtyu 
as their samitr 5 whereupon people ceased to die. The gods 

sent the demons to destroy the sacrifice with a condition that 
the demons would get half the share of the sacrifice. Mrtyu 
and the sages prayed lord S*iva and completed the sacrifice. 

When the gods came to partake the share of the sacrifice, they 
were given the share on the condition that they should have 
enmity with the demons.

Adh. 117

On the advice of his father Atri, the sage Datta 
prayed lord diva and obtained the knowledge of Brahman.

Adh. 118

The mountain vindhya was rising higher and higher.
The sage' Agastya went there and asked Vindhya not to rise higher 

as long as he does not return. The sage Agastya did not return 

and the mountain ceased to rise higher.

Adh. 119

The Ausadhis prayed the river Gautamf and obtained 

Soma as their husband.
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Adh. 120

Giving Ausadhis in dana is eulogised.

Adh. 121

The sage Bharadvaja‘married his ugly sister BevatX 
to his Pupil Katha. Both went to the river Gautaraf and wor­
shipped Siva and Bevati regained beauty.

Adh.. 122

There was one Dhanvantari who practised penance but 
the demon Tama took the form of a pretty maiden and disturbed 
his penance. He then prayed lord Fisnu and obtained the 
status of Indra.

As Indra was dethroned thrice from his status on 
account of his various sins , he and Brhaspati prayed Visnu and
tSiva and on their advice they went to the river Gautamx and 
attained stability of the status.

Adh. 123

The king Das'aratha took the side of gods and fought 
with the demons. In the battle, Kaikeyf, the wife of Daskratha, 

kept her hand in place of the spoke of the chariot s that had 
broken up at a critical moment. When the king Das'aratha came 
to know about it, he granted her two boons, which she reserved 
for future.
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Once on a hunting expedition, king Dasaratha killed 

a Brahmin hoy taking him to he an animal. The parents of the 
hoy died on account of grief curs^ihg Dasaratha that he would 
die of the grief of separation front his sons. In course of 
time, Dasaratha had four sons and Rama and Laksmana went with 
the sage VisVamitra and killed many demons who harassed the 

sages.

It the time of coronation of Rama, Saikeyl asked the 
boons, viz, kingdom for Bharaia and Fan£,vas a for Rama. Rama, 
Sita and Saksjiamana went to the forest and the king Dasaratha 
died. He was thrown in various types of hells and when Rama 
offered him oblations on the hank of the river Gautama, and 
pleased lord Siva, he was relieved from the hells and went to 
heaven.

Adh, 124

The anecdote regarding the birth of Maruts given at 
the and of the adh. 3 is repeated here.

Adh. 125

A terrible fight ensued between an owl and a pigeon. 
The Kapota worshipped Yasaa and the owl worshipped Fire. All of 
them worshipped the river Gautama"and the war ended.

Adh. 126

A discussion took place among the sages regarding the
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relative superiority of waters and Fire. All of them prayed 

lord Vishnu and the divine speech declared the superiority of 

water over fire.

Adh. 127

The Icing Arstisena coronated his son Bhara and
performed a sacrifice eves? on the hank of the river Saraswati*

wibh the help of his Purohita. A demon Mithu carried away the
— _ (fty

king and the Purohita to the Jxasatala, Devapi, the son^the
i _

Purohita, prayed lord Siva on the bank of the river Gautami and 

lie brought hack his father and the king from the Has at ala and 

completed the sacrifice.

Adh. 128

Svaliaj the wife of Agni, practised penance in order 

to get a child. Agni asked her not to practice penance and 

consoled her that she would get children.

The gods sent Agni to relate the danger of the demon 

Taraka to lord Siva. As Siva and Parvati were in privacy at 

that time, Agni took the form of a parrot and went there. Lord 
iiva told '§ Parvati that Agni was present there in the form of

* - I

a parrot. Parvati was very abashed and Siva threw his semen 

in the mouth of Agni, from which Sartikeya was created. Agni 

threw the remaining portion of the .semen in his wife from which 

the twins Suvan*a and Suvarna were created. As the semen of
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Siva was changed to Agni and transferred to Svaha, the children 
of Agni and. Svaha became very passionate in nature and enjoyed 
with various persons according to their desire. The gods 
cursed Agni on account of the misbehaviour of Ms children. Agni

I 9prayed lord Siva and lord Siva relieved him of his curse.

Adh. 129

In the beginning the anecdote as to how Indra killed 
the demon Nauraci by foam is related. Then the fight between 
the demon Kahasani and Indra is described. The demon Kalias ani 
defeated Indra and captivated him in the Easatala and then 
started Ms expedition to conquer Varuna but Varuna was clever 
and gave Ms daughter to Mahasani. Varuna asked for the 
release of Indra. Kahasani released Indra on the condition 
that Indra should serve Varuna for life time. On the advice 
of Indrahi, both went to the river Gautami and worshipped lord 
s'iva and Visnu, thereupon arose a person combining in himself 

the characteristics of both the gods and he killed the demon 
Kahasani.

Adh. 130

The sage Apastamba asked a question to the sage 
Agastya regarding the relative superiority of the three gods

9 'Brahma. Visnu end Siva. The sage Agastya answered that though 
three

the; /.were different forms of one and the same person, still



Siva was the highest being most liberal in bestowing the boons.

Adh. 131

SaramS protected the cows of gods. The demons . 
carried away the cows after bribing Sarama. Sarama spoke lie 
to Indra that the cows were taken away forcibly. Brhaspati 
exposed Sarama. Indra thereupon cursed her and requested 
Visnu to bring back the cows. V.i§nu defeated the daityas add 
gave the cows to gods. The sons of Sarama prayed Yama for 
the release of their mother from the curse of Indra. On 
Surya’s advice, Yama went to the river Oautaiai and prayed

tBrahma, Visnu and Siva and they relieved Sarama from her curse.

Adh. 132

Pippala, the sister of the sage Visvavasu poked fun
of some sage in a sacrifice and was cursed tc become a river.

« _ JVisvavasu prayed lord Siva and relieved her from the curse,

Adh. 133

The sages Vasistha and others were performing a sacri­
fice on the bank of the river C-autaml. At that time, the 
daityas disturbed the sacrifice, therefore, Brahma sent his 
Maya in the form of a maiden to infatuate them. But Saabara, 
one of the daityas, devoured her. Visnu killed the daityas 
with his eakra and protected the sacrifice.
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Adh. 135

A dispute arose between Visnu and Brahma regarding

the relative superiority over each other* A Jyotirliiiga of

lord Siva arose between them and the divine speech declared

that whosoever finds out its end would be considered as
superior. Both of them were unable to find out its end but

Brahma spoke a lie with his fifth head that he had seen the end. 
' *Therefore, lord Siva and Visnu cursed the speech,,to become a

$

river. Being prayed by the gods, Visnu and Siva declared that 
she would gain her original form on joining the river Gautami.

Adh. 136

The sage Maudgalya was a great devotee of Visnu but 

he was very poor. Therefore, his wife Jabala enjoined her 

husband to pray Vi§pu for the destruction of poverty. Visnu 
eulogised the merits of giving dlna on the bank of the river 

Gautaml. Maudgalya f gave dana in honour of Visnu and his 

poverty was destroyed.

Adh. 13?

A dispute arose between the goddess Laksmf and Poverty, 

regarding their relative superiority over each other. On the 

advice of Brahma, both went to the river Gautami and the river 
Gautami*declared the superiority of LaksmT over Poverty.

Adh. 138
The king S^ryati went with his Purohita Madhuechandas,
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to conquer various countries* Purohlta admired the devotion
t _

of his wife for him. In order to test this king Saryatl sent 
a message to his kingdom that the Purohlta and the king were 
carried away to Hasatala by the demons,hearing which the wife 
of the Purohlta gave up her life whereas the wives of the king 
inquired about the truth of the message. The messengers 
reported to the king about the reactions of the message. The 
king entered fire in order to enliven the wife of the Purohlta, 
The Purohlta prayed Surya and reenlivened the king and his 
wife*

Adh. 139

The sage Pailusa was oppressed by domestic diffi­
culties. He worshipped lord siva and attained liberation.

Adh. 14Q

The sage Atri practised' severe penance and ordered 
Visvakarma to construct another city like AmaravatT for himself 
He lived exactly in the style of Indra but when the demons came 
to harass him, he asked Tvasta~to dispose of everything that he 
created.

Adh. 141

The stories of Prthu's birth and his milching the*

earth given in the adh. 4 are again repeated here



Meghahasa, the son of the demon Hahu, felt great 
distress on hearing the death of his father Hahn at the hands 
of the gods at the time of the distribution of nectar. He 
prayed lord Siva and the gods established Rahu in the sky and 
made Meghahasa tl^e lord of the Nairrtya direction.

Adh. 143

_ fHavana obtained the 108 apithets of lord Siva from 
Brahma and worshipped lord Siva by practising severe penance 
and obtained a sword from Siva,

Adh. 144

Ahgira, the son of Agni always quarrelled with his 
wife Atreyf, the daughter of the sage Atri, inspite of her 
efforts to please him. She complained about it to her father- 
in-law Agni and on his advice took the form of water and drown­
ed her husband. Both of them went to the river Gautama and wer 
pacified.

Adh, 145

The sages discussed about Jnaha and Karma at the 
Markandeyatrrtha*

Adh. 146

The anecdote regarding the king Yayatl enjoying the



youth of Ills son Puru given in adh, 12 e is repeated here.

Adh. 147

There was a great rivalry between the sage Vasistlia 
and Visvamitra* Visvamitra practised severe penance. Indra 
sent Mena"to disturb his penance. Mena disturbed Visvamitra, 
gave birth to a daughter and went to heaven. After her depart­
ure, Visvamitra recalled everything and again started practising 
penance* Indra sent the nymphs Gambhlra and Atigambhlra but 
they were cursed to he the rivers but on being prayed by them, 
they were relieved from the curse.

Adh. 148

While the sage Kanva was performing the sacrifice, the 
fire got extinguished. The sage was confused as to how to 
ignite it but the divine speech declared that the oblations 
should be offered to H&ranya, the son of Agni, through whom it 
would reach fire.

- Adh. 149
IThe lord Irsimha hilled the demons Hiranyahasipur and

Ambarya.

Adh. 150

Being oppressed by the domestic difficulties, A^Igarta
Isold his middle son Sunahsepa. After his death he fell in hell



183

and became a Pisaea. Sunahsepa offered a Pin^a to Mm and be 

was relieved from the bells*

Adh. 151

The king Aila lived with TJrvasi but she bad made a 

condition that as soon as she would see him naked-, she would go 

away in tbe heaven. One day she saw the king Aila naked and 

went away. Oppressed by grief, tbe king Aila prayed lord Siva.

Adh. 152

Candra, the son of tbe sage Atri, carried away Tara, 

tbe wife of B^baspati. Byhaspati worshipped lord Siva, cursed 

Candra to become crooked and purified Tara by sprinkling tbe 

water of Ganges over her.

Adh. 153

The king PracihabarMs practised severe penance, saw 
the third eye of lord siva and obtained a son.

, Adh. 154

After killing Havana, Hama' brought Sita and purified 

her by fire but when her purity was once questioned, Rama

ordered Laksmana to leave her near tbe hermitage of tbe sage• *

Valmfiki. After some days when Rama performed hayamedba, Lava 

and Kusa, Hama's sons, sang Ram ay ana* Rama embraced them and 
all of them prayed the river Gautamf.



The Adityas 
became a devourer and 
went to give back the 
take it back.

gave land to the Ahglrasas but the land 
ate away all the people* The Ahgirasas 
land to Adityas but the Adityas refused to

.Adh. 156

Visnu killed the demons who wanted to kill Brahma.

Adh. 157

After killing Havana, Rama and others lived on the
/bank of the river Godavari and worshipped lord Siva.

Adh. 158

The Arigirasas practised severe penance but they did 
not get any reward q&s they had not taken the permission of their 
mother before practising it. All of them prayed the river 
Gautaml and obtained the rewards.

Adh, 159

Once a dispute arose between Vinata and Kadru, the 
wives of sage Kasyapa, it was decided that whosoever was 
defeated in the discussion would serve the other for her life 
time. ¥$na%a-4e£eat«4-Sada?«.-tey

' Kadru defeated'Vinata through deceit and Vinata"
became her servant* Once Kadru asked Vinata to take her sons



the
to have a view ofZ.Sun so Garuda, the son of ?inata, carried

!

the serpents, the sons of Kadru near the sun but they were 

burnt by the rays of the sun. Being requested by Vinata, 

Garuda prayed Indra, who showered the rain and pacified the 

serp^its.

Adh. 160

In the dispute between gods and demons regarding the 

distribution of riches, the gods obtained heaven and the' demons 

obtained the world. The demons started to kill those who gave 

sacrificial share to the gods. The gods obtained victory by 
worshipping the river GautamT,

Adh. 161

The account of Brahma's creation of the- world and 

sacrifice is given.

Adh. 162

The gods prayed lord Siva to create a man who would 
defeat the demons. diva created Many's, from his third eye and 

he brought victory to the gods.

Adh. 183• MPHIilll.pBiiT— Hrfi.nl.,1—

A demon Parasu took the form of a Brahmin and went 
r_to the sage Sakalya and asked for Bhiksa, When he was about 

to take his lunch he declared that he was not a Brahmin but a



demon in disguise and that he wanted to devour. Sakalya. There-
iupon the sage Sakalya made him realize that as he was a Brahmin,

lhis whole body was protected by various gods. On the advice 
of aakalya, Parasu prayed Saraswatx and went to heaven.

Adh. 164

A king Pavamaha went for a hunting expedition to a 

forest. There he saw a bird Ciecika with two mouths. Find­
ing that the bird was very sad, the king asked him the reason 
of his sorrow whereupon the bird related that as in his past 

birth he had troubled many peoplehe was born with two mouths 
in the present birth and he had no peace. ,Being requested by 
the bird, the king carried him to the river Gautami and on taking 

a bath therein, the bird attained heaven,

Adh. 16S

Visti, the daughter of Surya, was hideous in appear­
ance. Surya got her married with Yis'varupa who too was 

terrible in appearance. They had many children who inherited 
their terrible appearance except Hars.ana who had a pleasant 
appearance.®! his maternal uncle lama’s advice, I-Iarsana worshi­
pped the river Gautamx and acquired for his parents as auspici­
ous forms•

Adh. 166

A dispute arose between the descendants of Arana and



I^isvara, the sons of the sage Kasyapa and those of Aruna and 
Garuda, the sons of the Prajapati Tarksya. Quarreling among 
themselves, they went near the Sun and were scorched by his 
rays. On worshipping the river Ganges, they were pacified.

Adh. 167

A demoness carried away Asandiva, the son of a 
Brahmin and threatened to kill him if he did not act as her 
son. After some time the demoness got married Asandiva with 
the daughter of a brahmin. Asandiva revealed the identity 
of the demoness to his wife and both went to the river GautamS 
and prayed lord Visnu. Visnu killed the demoness and mad© , 
them happy.

Adh. 168

A king Abhistuta wanted to perform a sacrifice.
There was a custom that when the Brahmins performed a sacrifice 
the ksatriyas provided the land but king Abhistuta did not 
possess land| he, therefore, prayed lord Surya, the god of 
ks.atriyas and obtained land.

Adh. 169

There were two great devotees of lord Siva. One was
a hunter who did not know the rites of Siva-worship but who

iworshipped Siva out of pure faith. Another was a brahmin Veda
iwho worshipped lord Siva with proper rites. On beholding



that lord Siva was pleased more with the hunter though he had
1no knowledge of Siva-* worship, Veda tried to commit suicide 

but lord Siva asked him to wait for a day. On the next day 
when Veda came to worship lord ^iva, he saw the lihga of lord

ISiva plunged in blood. He applied clay and other things to
. ithe linga of lord Siva and after offering his worship went away 

but when the hunter came and saw the Liriga of lord Siva plunged 
in blood, he committed suicide thinking that lord Siva and he 
were one. Lord diva thus showed the difference between Veda 

and hunter to Veda.

Adh. 170

Gautama, the son of a brahmin V^ddhakausika, and 
Manikundala were great friends. Both of them went to various 
countries to earn money. A dispute arose between Gautama and 
Manikundala regarding the value of Dharma. Gautama believed 
that Adharma was superior while Manikundala believed that 
Dharma was superior. In order to test the strength of Ms 
belief Gautama took away the wealth of Manikundala, cut his 
hands and pierced his eyes but Manikundala did not change his 
belief.', Thereupon Gautama drove him away. Vibhlsana 
applied the herb brought by Hanuman to the eyes of Manikundala 
and he was able to see again. Manikundala took that herb 
with him and gave the eyesight to the daughter of a king 
Kahabala and married her. As the king Mahabala had no son,



Manikundala was made the king of his kingdom. He then found 
out his friend who had lost all his wealth in gambling and both 
of them became happy.

Adh. 171

King Pramati gambled with Indr&5 defeated him and 
conquered Ms kingdom, and took possession of Urvas'i, the thunder­
bolt and the Yaks a Yisvar-upa. He then asked the nymph Urvas'i 
to be a maid-servant. Thereafters Citrasena, the son of the
Gandharva Visvasena, played 'with the king Pramati and defeated 
him. On the advice of Ms Purohita Madhucchanda, Sumati, the

■< Ison of Pramati, worshipped lord Siva on the bank of the river 
Gautama! and regained his kingdom.

Adh. 172

The ocean requested the river Ganges to join him.
The Ganges agreed to do so on the condition that the seven 
great sages should welcome her with their wives. The ocean 
made the arrangements and the Ganges s joined ocean after 
dividing herself into seven parls.

Adh. 173

YisVarupa, the enemy of gods, came to the sage 
Visvamitra and inquired about the pMlosophy of karman. The 
sage Visvamitra explained to him that one performed the actions 
according to one’s bhava. Thereupon Yisvarupa practised
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penance for many years and attained the Tamasabhava and started
Iperforming terrible actions and he worshipped lord Siva in his 

terrible form whereupon lord Siva was known there as Bhlmesvara.

Adh. 174

The river Ganges joined the ocean and the gods prayed 
s'iva arid Visnu and the devarsis prayed Soma.

Adh. 175

The story of Gautama bringing the river Ganges on 
earth from lord Siva’s head given in adhs. 74-75 is s repeated 
here. With this adhyiya the Gautami-mahatmya ends.

Adh. 176

At the beginning of the Kalpa, Brahma called Vis'va- 
karma and asked him to prepare an idol of lord Vasiideva. indr a 
took it away and worshipped it for many years. In the second, 
i.e. Tretayuga, Havana practised severe penance for ten thousand 
years and Brahma granted him the boon of remaining invincible.
He defeated Indra and took away the idol of Vasudeva and gave it 
to his younger brother Vibhfsana. When Rama defeated Havana, 
he carried away the idol with him and at the time of his death, 
he gave the idol to the ocean. In the Dvapara age, when lord 
Visnu took birth in the family of Vasudeva, the ocean brought 
it out and established it in the Purusottamaksetra,
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An account of how heaven could be attained by follow­
ing the path of righteousness is given.

Adh. 885

Lord Siva eulogised the greatness of Dharma to Uma.

Adh. 226

rLord Siva eulogised the greatness of VaTsudeva.

Adh. 236 (Ilnd)

In the dialogue between fyasa and the' sages, the
aJULrewards of krsna-worship ^stated.

Adh. 227

There was a Candala Matatflga. A Brahmaraksasa came
to devour him. The Candala was a great devotee of Visnu and he
asked the Brahmaraksasa to wait for one night as he observed
a vow of waking for the whole night and singing in honour of
lord Visnu on the night of Ekadasi* On the next day, instead
of his body, the Brahmaraksasa asked for the reward of the vrata
observed by the Candala. After many refusals, the Candala
consented to give the reward of the vrata, to the Brahmaraksasa
and obtaining it, the Brahmaraksasa went to Brahmaloka. The

*Candala remembered his past birth in which he was a Bhiksu but 
We _as^had taken food siixed with dirt, he was born as a Candala. in
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his another birth he was born as a foolish brahmin and had 
observed a severe vrata to get Urvasf and after many efforts he. ' 
had obtained Urvali.

Adh. 228

In the beginning, the ways to devote one’s life to 
lord Visnu are given. Then it is described how difficult it 
is to know the Maya of lord Visnu. Once Narada went to lord 
Vi§nu and asked him to show his Maya. Though lord Visnu 
asked him to choose another boon, he insisted upon seeing the 
Maya. Lord Vishu asked Narada to plunge in waters from which 
he came out as Sushlla, the daughter of the king of Kasi and 
was married to the son of the king of Vidarbha. They had many 
sons, grand sons, etc. and when all of them expired in battle, 
she entered fire and again regained his form of Narada. But as 
his change of form was due to the Maya of lord Visnu, he was 
unable to remember it.

Another anecdote regarding the Maya of lord Visnu 
is given, The son of king Agnldhra wanted to know the MayS of 
lord Visnu in his previous birth| he was asked to plunge in 
waters and he came out as a beautiful daughter of a Candala and 
was married to a poor and ugly Candala and had two blind sons 
and a deaf daughter by him. Being tired of them, she plunged 
in the water and came out as a brahmin. Her husband and 
children wept after her and due to god’s grace they reached 
heaven. All this happened on account of the Maya of lord Visnu.
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Adh. 229

The sage Vyasa described the state of religion and 
society that would take place at the time of kali age.

Adh. 230

The narration of the future is continued.

Adh. 231

A description of Prakrtalaya and Naimittikalaya is

given.

Adh. 232

A description of the Prakrtalaya is given.

Adh. 233

A description of the Atyantikalaya is given.

Adh. 234

An account of the Yogic practices is given.

Adh. 235

A description of Samkhya and Yoga is given and the 
value of concentration is emphasised.

Adh. 236

Various subjects like the attainment of liberation by
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the Jnahins, the attainment of heaven and other places by the 
performance of various types of actions, the nature of Atman 
constituting of the best qualities, and a description of sky 
and other Mahabhutas are treated.'

Adh. 237

Various subjects like the status of a Jnanin and an 
ignorant man, description of Dharma, and the destruction of 
anger etc. by forgiveness etc. are treated.

Adh. 238

A description of the Yoga is given and common points 
of Yoga and Samkhya are narrated. A Yogin is specially 
eulogised and it is said that by the Yogic practices one attains 
lord Narayana.

Adh. 239

The description of SSnkhya is continued.

Adh. 240

A discussion about ksara and Ak§ara things is given. 
The sages eulogised Badarayajpa. The world is called ksara and 
the feod is called Ak§ara. The 24 Tattvas are enumerated. 
Those who resort to Tamasabhava fall in hell and those who are 
devoid of qualities attain liberation.
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Adh» 241

' One who las no knowledge of ksara and Aksara has to 
take many hirths.

Adh. 242

Various subjects like Moksadharma,the importance of 
studying the various books, Aksara and k§ara, Yoga and Sa^khya, 
k§etra and ksetrajna are. treated.

Adh. 243

Various subjects like Vidya and Avidya, Aksara and 
ksara, identity of Samkhya and Yoga, are treated.

Adh. 244

The subject of attaining Juana is discussed.

Adh. 245

After hearing this Purina, the sages eulogised Vyasa 
and the rewards of reading and hearing this Purina are mentioned. 
At the end the eulogy of dharma is given.


