
CHAPTER XI 

POLITICAL . STRUCTURE

Indians belong,.to the category of peoples who have 
left their impress upon the pages of history as the founders 
of original systems of political thought.**- The ;Ev. and Av. 

contain a few ideas regarding the political organisation of the 

people. The political ideas of Purinas lie scattered 
through their section on cosmology, on the genealogical 
accounts of ancient patriarches and their royal successors, 
of the duties of castes and orders and so forth. Of the 
Puranas and upapuranas, Matsya, Agni, Mark'andeya, Garuda,

Kalilia and Visnudharmottara are important from the point of

1 Ghoshal U.N,, A History of Indian Political ideas, P» 3



2view of political thought. They discuss mainly the king’s 
assistants, his servants, his duties,, the protection of king, 
the king and his divinity, the king’s dally time-table, protect­
ion of the cromi-prince, the fort and the store of medicinal 
herbs, the paraphernalia as a word against demons, poison 
etc.5 the policy of conciliation, divide and rule, gift, 
chastisement, coronation ceremony, rules of conduct and the 
methods of kss warfare. The Br, P, being mainly a vaisnava 
Purina has little to say on the political thought, still, 
however, in the following pages an attempt has been made to 
represent the political structure as obtained from a study of 
the Brahma-Purina.

The.first question that arises is regarding the
origin, of the state, about which various theories have been 

3expounded. The researches of the scholars have established that 
in vedie times kingship was generally elective in character.
Even in the times of the BrShraanas, the kingship was elective,
The litereya-Brahmana purports to record a discussion among the

2 Jagdish Lai Sastri, Political thought, in Puranaf ,Beni 
Prasad, The Theory of Government in Ancient India, PP.185- 
201; Narayana Candra Bandopadhyaya Development of Hindu 
Policy and Political tfeSHSS theories, PP. 359-366; Kantawala 
S.G., Matrya Pur ana, .a cultural study, a thesis submittedto the M.S.University, Baroda, 1959, Ch.III, Ghoshal U.N., 
Hindu Political theories, Bhandarkar D.R., Some aspects of 
Ancient Hindu Polity, PP, 126-168.

3 Appadori, A, - The Substance of Politics, PP, 28 ff.
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gods about the causes of their defeat by the Asuras, and they 
came to the conclusion that it was due to their having no 
king,4 This parable shows that kingship arose out of a 
military necessity.5 The Rv.6 also describes the weaknesses 

of a society without a king but in all these works the monar­
chical idea seems to be in a fluid state,. The Epic period 
shows a changing idea. By the time time of the Mahabharata 
kingship had become hereditary and the vedic leaders had 
assumed majesty and power.

The Brahma Purina endorses the view that kingship came 
into existence to avert the evils of the kingless state. Vena, 
son of the Patriarch ga, was unrighteous and self-indulgent 
and he rejected the vedas and adopted unrighteousness. No 
sacrifices were to be performed and no offerings ifere to be 
made to the sacred fire, such was the fierce resolve of this 
doomed king,on the contrary, the twice-born classes were to per­
form sacrifices, and the offerings were to be made to the 
sacred fire in his own name. The great sages addressed him a 
remonstrance, reminding him that his act was contrary to the 
eternal dharma, and that he had formally undertaken to protect 
the people, To this the tyrant made a haughty reply that he 
was the root of the whole i*ori& and especially of the sacred

4 I. 4
5 Kantswala S.G., Op. Cit*
6 X, 124,8



law, and that he excelled all others in knowledge and 
character as well as in might. Failing to bring h4m^to 
reason, the great sages wrung his right arm out of which came 
forth Prthu in full armours the rivers and seas brought 
forth from all sides jewels and water for his consecration, 
while Brahma himself with the gods came to consecrate him to 
supreme lordship. At the prayer of the subjects Prthu went 
through the process of milching the earth so as to provide 
subsistence for them. He became knox-m. as Raja" as he pleased 
his subjects who had been alienated by Ms father's tyranny.
He was the first king to be consecrated to the Raj asuya sacri­
fice. By Ms success in ruling he made himself the object 
of regard to all creatures,^ Though, as Ghoshal suggest^ the

story is set forth in a eontext of narrative of genealogies 
of gods and sages and does not attempt to present a pMlosophic- 
al theory of the origin of kingship and the ruler's resulting 
relation with Ms subjects, nevertheless it is possible to 
glean from them the author's ideas relating to the two old 
complimentary principles of the authority and obligation 
of the temporal rulerFrom this it becomes clear that the

? 2,20-28, 4.28-121, cf, also Vayu 62,104-93, Brahmapda 68.
104-93, Visnu, 1,13.11-875 Bhagavata 17,13.16-23,39.

8 Ghoshal TJ.N. A History of Indian Political Ideas, P.334,Vide also Jayasx^al K.P., Hindu Polity Part II, PF.183-1855 
The Ancient Indian works on Polity record the names of. 
tyrants who lost their lives on account of their tyranny, 
vide Bhatt G.H,, Rajyabhiseka Grantha, P.24,



Br. P. Is aware of the evils of the chaotic state of a kingless 
society and endorses the view that kingship is a necessity to 
ward off the dreadful consequences of anarchy.

Theory of Divine Origin of King

Scholars have tried to trace the germs of this 
doctrine to the Hv. and it is believed that some Puranas 
propagate it as a full-fledged theory.® The 'Brahma-Purapa 
does not seem to put forth this theory. There are stray 
references to the kings having divine elements in them. It is 
said that the lustre of Naraya^a entered the 60,000 sons of 
Sagara. w Gadhi, the son of Kusika, was Indra himself. 
Dhanvantari, the son of king Dhanu, born as a result of severe 
penance, was considered to be a god himself born in a human 
form.12 When ICuvalasva, the son of king BrhadasVa, proceeded 

to annihilate Dliundhu, Lord Visnu entered his body with all 
his lustre.13 But the association of divine particles with the

king here does not seem to suggest an exposition of the theory
9 Kantawala S.G,.Op.Git,,Kane P.V.,History of Dh.S.,7ol.III, 

P.32, Altekar A.S., State and Government in Ancient India,
P.47.

10 S..72, missing in ms. ’ka’.
11 10,24
12 11.36
13 7.75, cf. Vayu 38.49,



of the divine origin hut it points out the duties of his 
position and the qualities which he should possess. It is an 
emphasis on the majesty of his kingship and not on the divinity 
of his person.

Indian monarchy may have been born in the pressure of
14 iwar , or devised to end internecine strife*1-0, or resulted

*1 CZfrom an election sanctified by.the blessings of gods4" , or by 

the perpetuation of an original deification during sacrifices 
and the conversion of the Hex sacrorui into a permanent absolute 
ruler-^ but tc the practical-minded thinker the need for the 

king arose from the sole necessity of a sole executive head
18 „ r —for the state. This is why later writers on Dharmasastra, 

like Kamandaka and sukra, distinguish between the person and the 
office of the king end have no word to say against killing a

IQking, even though they will not have the monarchy extinguisned. 

Nature of Kingshin

Scholars differ as to whether the kingship was elective 
in ancient India. There is no doubt that the kingship was 
elective in some cases in the early vedic period, but the
14 Aitereya Br. 1,14.
15 Dighanikaya 1X1,27.
IS Satapatha Br. 5.1.1.12 & 5,3.1.
17 Ghoshal U.N., Hindu Political Theories,PP. 51,52,
18 Sukranlti 1.64.
19 K.V.Rangaswarai Aiyangar, Indian Cameralism, PP. 94 ff



monarchy had become normally hereditary long before the later 
vedic period.2® Apart from conquest and election in rate, ' *

cases, monarchy was hereditary and generally descended by 
primogeniture,2^ The selection of the eldest son as a successor 

to the kingdom appears to have been the normal form of dis­
position. A review of the lists'of kings of solar and lunar 
dynasties as given in the epics and Puranas shows that the 
eldest son as a rule succeeded his father as heir to the king­
dom, while deviations are noticed in cases in which the eldest 
son became civilly dead or legally incapable through physical 
defects or gave up their right .to inherit the kingdom.22 The 
Brahma-Puraha states that among the sis sons of king Nahusa, 
the second named layati succeeded to the kingdom in place of the 
eldest Yati, who had turned an ascetic.22 Dhrtarastra and 

Devapi were superceded under this rule on account of blindness 
and leprosy respectively when the succession became open,
Rama’s case is also no deviation from the normal rule.24

Apart from the theory of primogeniture, instances 
are met with in which the kingdom is divided among all the
20 Altokar A.S.,0p.Cit.,PP.50,52? Jayaswal K.P,,0p.Cit.,PP.187
21 Kane P.V'., Op.Cit., P. 41.
22 Law Narendra, Aspects of Ancient Indian Polity, P. 51.
23 12.2,3; cf. also Harivamsa XXX. 1-3.
24 Hopkins J.A., O.S., xiii, 139-44, Pandit Jagannatha 

Tarkapancanana Colebrooke’s digest, i, 414-20,



sons.. The Brahma-Pur aha mentions how lord BrahmS divided 

the whole world into different sections and assigned the duty 
of reigning to different authorities. , After anointing the 
king Prthu, Lord Brahma appointed Soma as the king of Birds, 
Yirudhas, naksatras, grahas and sacrifices, Yaruna as the king 

of waters, Indraa as the king of kings, Yisnu as that of 
Adityas, Fire as that of the Vasus, Daksa as that of the 
Prajapati^s, Yasu as that of the Maruts, Prahrada as that of 

the Yaksas and Raksasas, Girisa as that of the Bhutas and 

Pisaeas, Himavan as that of the mountains, ocean as that of the 

rivers, Citraratha as that of the Gandharvas, Yasuki as that of 
the Nagas, Taksaka as that of the sarpas, Airavata as that of 
the elephants, Uccaiskavas as that of the horses, Garuda as that 

of the birds, Lion as that of the animals, the bull as that of 
the cows, Plaksa as that of all the vegetables. After dividing 
the whole world in this way, he appointed the dikpalas. In 

the eastern direction was appointed Sudhanva, the son of YairSja 
Prajapati; in the western, Ketumin, the son of Rajas; in the 
northern, Hiranyaroma, the son of P^hjanya Prajapati. By them 
even now the x*orld is ts reigned (4.1-18). When Manu wanted 

to enter the sun, he divided his kingdom into ten parts and nine 
parts were allotted to his nine sons and as the tenth one, viz. 
Sjldyumna was originally in the form of a daughter Ila, he did 

not get his position, but on the advice of the sage Yasistha,



the city Pratisthaha was allotted to Pururava", the son of 

Sudyumna or I la (7*20-22). This shows that women were not 
entitled to s inherit the kingdom. Elsewhere it is said that 
Sudyumna divided his kingdom into three parts, Utkala got £he 
kingdom of Utkala, Gaya that of the eastern division, the 
capital of which became famous as Gaya and VinatasVa as that of 
the western division (7.18*19). The king Yayati divided his 
kingdom into five parts for his five sons but as the first four 
sons disobeyed him, they were cursed that their kingdoms would 
be devoid of a king (12,12-32). Five kingdoms were known after 
the five sons of king Gulnara, viz. Nrga, krai, Hava, Suvrata 
and Sibi Ausinara (13.12,13), The four Janapadas, viz.Kekayas,

x.Kadrakas, v'rsadarbhas and sayiras were known after the names of 
the four sons of king Sibi Uslnara (13.26,27). Similarly the 
five Janapadas Pundra, Kalinga, Ahga, Vaiiga and Suhma were known 
after the names of tile five sons of king Bali (13.36,37). Again, 
the five Janapadas were collectively known, as p&rfcalas after 
the names of the five sons, viz. Mudgala, Sritjaya, Brhasdisu, 
Yavxnara, Fikrahta and ICrmilasva after the five sons of king

vBahyas'va. Once it is stated that as Raivata or Kakudmi was 
the eldest son of king Raiva, he got the kingdom of Marta 
(7.30).

Again, the Br. P. provides instances when the king
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was expelled from throne on account of various faults. The 
famous example of king Yena is already quoted. Indra was 
dethroned thrice as he committed Brahmin-murder and approached 
Ahalya, the wife of s the sage Gautama (122.50-56).’ Satya- 
vrata was abandoned by Ms father Trayyaruna as he violated the 
rules and carried away a maiden while her marriage-ceremony was 
being performed. His father asked him to leave the city and 
live with the Candalas (7.9S-103). As Asamanjas, the son of 
king Sagara, had a bad habit of throwing away the children of 
others in ponds, Ms father disinherited Mm and tosuman, the 
son of Asamanjas, got the throne (78.40-45). As the king 
Janame jaya had committed the sin of brahmin-murder, he was 
abandoned by the citizens and had to perform an Asvaraedha to
expiate himself (i2.ll-14}^®. This shows the strength of 

people’s voice in the matter of the succession to the throne. 
Similarly, it is said that when in Ms arrogance the king Soma 
abducted Tara, the wife of the sage Brhaspati, his action was 
not approved of by the gods (A,9). King Ruknakavaca had five
sons among whom Jyamagha was driven away by his brothers and he
conquered the countries and established his own kingdom (14.13-
15). Similarly, Puiastya was driven away by Ms brothers and

25 In the BreEhmana period also we see how the power of people was stronger in proportion to the greater insecurity of the 
sovereign.Thera are several cases of the latter being expell 
-sd from their dominions, and to their efforts to be rein­
stated to their former position. Dhustartu Paumsayana,king of SrHjayas,was deposed by them from ’a principality that had 
existed for ten generations, but was restored by Pa^ava 
cakra sthapati inspite of the resistance of Bahlika Pratipya the king Kuhu (datapaths Br.xii,9.3.1 ff.8.1.17).Dfrghasravas 
was also banished from his kingdom (Paneavims’a Br.xv.3.25), 
as also Sindhuk^it,who had to remain in exile for a long time before he could be restored (ibid,xii, 12-6) - If.Law, 
Aspects of Ancient Indian Polity, PP.8-12.
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lby praying lord Siva, he obtained the lordship of treasures 
(A. 97).

Forms of Government

India has seen many forms of Government but mainly the
normal and prevailing form of government was monarchy. In the
vedic times the normal form of government was monarchy but the
AB 39.1 puts forth different grades of sovereignty, viz. Bhaujya,
svarajya, etc. The Arthasastra know$, of a constitution in which
the sovereign power is wielded by a combination of circumstances,
ana mentions many self-governing clans,viz. Licehavika, Yrjjika,
MallMca, Madraka, Kukura, Kura and Pancala as well as those of
Kamboja and Surastra.26 Some of these clans appear in the

list of the sixteen independent peoples existing at or shortly
before the time when Buddhism arose*2^ But monarchy was the

ordinary form of government in vedic times, The Br. P. also
joins the same train by citing the examples of various kings.
In the titles assumed by the sovereigns and the epithets by
which they are mentioned, it appears that there were several
grades of rulers from the most ancient times. Samraj is the

28epithet applied to a ’superior ruler' in the Rv. as also in
26 Arthasastra, I.xvii, P.35
27 Rhys Davids, Buddhist India, P. 23.
28 ill. 55-7, 56.5, iv. 21.2; vi. 27,8, viii. 19,32
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later works, expressing a greater degree of power than that of 
a Rajan.The Br. P. states that the king Hariscandra per- 
formed a Rajasuya and was known as a samrat. King Kartavlrya 
is known as the lord of the seven dvipas (13.160). Mhiraja, 
frequently met with in the early Sanskrit literature, signifies 
an ’overlord* 1 * 3 among kings or princes.^ The Br. P. states 

that king Prthu was appointed on an adhirijya (4.66). Elsewhere 
it is stated that Hama ruled the kingdom as an adhiraja after 
anointing his brothers (176.48)• By performing a sraddha in 
the Anuradha naksatra, one obtained eakravartita (220.38). The 
king Pramati is said to be sarvabhauma (171.2). The idea of 
saurajya also was there. Diti thinks that the children of Aditi 
reigned over a kingdom which was full of fame, victory and 
splendour and which should be called saurajya (124.4). The Br.P. 
along with other Puranas mentions the following sovereigns Prthu 
(11.24; cf. also Agni cxix.50,51; Bhagavata iv.21.9-10, Brahmanda 
lxix.3; Siva xxiv,65,66)t Sagara ^viii.32^. Vayu(Dharma Sai9hita 
xxiv. 65,66; tfisnu iv.3; Bhagavata ix.8.4; Padma(Patala Khanda 
iv.llSj, Bharata, son of Busy ant a (V'ayu xcix.133; '/ignu iv.19.2;

29 Satapatha Br., v.1.1, 13, xi!„ 8,3.4, xiv. 1.3.8.
30 8-25, The Amarakosa gives three significations of sararaj;

(1) The performer of Rajasuya (2) The monarch exercising
his control over a mandala consisting of twelve kings and
(3) the monarch who can have Ms mandates obeyed by the 
kings under his supremacy.

31 Vedic Index, I. 320.



Agni exix.56), Mandhaty (vii.92, Bhagavata ix.6.34; Agni cxix,

51^ Yayati (xii.18, LihgatPurva khanda lxvi.68; Padma.Patala 
i

khanda iv.116), Pururavas (x.9.10, Matsya xxiv.10.11, Agni 
exix.Slj Markandeya exi.13:? Haris’c&ndra viii.25, Siva,Dharma 

Sarnhita lxi.SlJ ?ijaya,the conqueror of the whole world (viii.27), 

Kartavfrya (xiii.160, 166,1755 7 ay XL xeiv.9, Skanda, Prabhasa 
Khanda xx.12; Markandeya xviil.9;.Linga|Purvakhanda lxviii.9), 
Bhxina and Samfka (x.13, xiv.33)?2

Along with the monarchical and oligarchical states, 
the Br. P. gives evidence that there existed republican govern­
ments in ancient India. The scholars have dealt at length 
on this subject.33 The Br. P. states that the ganas of 

Talajahghas, ^akas, Pahnavas, Yavanas, Parades, and Sambojas 

helped the Haihayas in defeating the king Bahu (8.35,36). Here 

the term ’gana1 seems to mean troop. Similarly, there is a 

reference to the Paura-Jsnapadas who are said to have forsaken 
the king Janamejaya (52.11).

The Brahma-Parana is aware of the concept of Rastra

32 For more names, vide H.Law, Op.Cit., P. 20.

33 Jayaswal-K.P., Op.Cit,,. Ch.IV; Majumdar R.C., Corporate 
Life in ^ncient India, Ch.III| Kane P.¥.,0p.Cit*,Vol.III,
PP.87 ff'fj Majumdar E.C. and Pusalkar A.D. (ed.) the age
of Imperial Unity, PP. 320.., Altekar A.S., Op.Cit., Ch.VI.



and states that one should stay in that rasfcra where farmers 

are happy and all the herbs available (221.106).

System of Administration

Monarchy - The King:

According to Hindu conceptions, the king and state 

were in no case to be identified. The Hindu stated involves a 

definite territory, -a swamin or supreme authority, an organisa­

tion h for executive government, military power, foreign policy 

and sound public finance. The king was, therefore, only one of

the constituent elements - no doubt a very important one - as 

the head of the state and as the authority in whom was vested 
the direction of affairs.34

The kingly office was not a bed of roses and in order 

to discharge his miscellaneous duties efficiently, a king was 

expected to acquaint himself with the sacred and secular lores. 

Thus it is said that the king Ila taught ksatravidya and Dhanur- 

veda to Ms son Pururava (108.75). Parasurlma is an expert in 

Dhanurveda and the sage VisVamitra is said to have taught the 

Mahesvarlvidya, a great vidya with the knowledge of Dhanurvidya 

as a preceding requirement, Sastravidya, Astravidya, Rathavidya, 

Hastividya, Asvavidya, Gadavidya and gave the knowledge, of Mantras

34 Panikkar K.M.- Origin and evolution of kingship in India, 
PP..28... 5 also vide Yajnik H.M., Apanu Praclna Rajyatantra 
(in Gujarati).



to be recited at the time of catthing and releasing the s'astras 
(123.97,98).

The Bp, P. lays emphasis on the moral discipline of 
the king. A king has to rule righteously. The first and fore 
-most duty of the king was considered to be the protection of the 
subject. The Br. P. also joins in the same view (104.62). The 
Br. Parana further provides the description of kings which shows 
how highly the moral qualities were valued in a king. Thus it

isays that inkrbayuga, a king Sveta ruled for a thousand years 
observing the worldly and laukika dharmas and performing vratas.
He was very brave, intelligent, righteous and truthful (59.6,7,26). 
There was another king Indradyumna in the krtayuga who was very 
holy, clever, proficient in all the sastras, beautiful and sweet­
speaking. He was terrible for the enemies and was as unbear­
able as the Sim.. He performed many sacrifices and was proficient 
in Samkhya,. Toga and Dliamirveda. He was a groat faisnava and
established the idols of lord krsna. Balarama and SuBhadra after* * * *

constructing a temple in their honour at the Furusottamaksetra.
He protected the people as his own children. This shows what a
high ideal the king placed before his subjects. He was an expert

and Ms reign was very prosperous 
in holding all the weapons/(43,1-13), (44.1-8), sxd While eulo­
gising Prthu, it is said that the mountains gave Mm the way and 
never broke the banner of Ms chariot. By mere tMnking, he was 
able to produce the corn. In Ms honour the sutas and the
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Magadhas were created. He milched the whole earth and maintain­
ed the people (A.4). Bikmnbha, the son of Icing Haryasva was

always engrossed in the dharma proper for the ksatriyas (7.88). 
Kinjf Ila is said to have performed the sacrifice in the Bandaka 
forest, together with his army, retinue and family (108.117,13.8). 
King Marut was given the title of Rajarsi (15.7). Ill the 

absence ox all the relatives, a king should perform the post­
mortem ceremonies of the dead person as the king is the brother 
of all the people (220.80). By the performance of his duty and 

protecting the people, all Ms sacrifices are protected. A '
king who vanquishes bad people and protects good people gets the

85desired results.

The prosperity of the king was calculated from the 
number of horses, elephants and jewels he possessed (111.29, 196. 

27). The Icing was considered to be all powerful and even 

though Ms act might be unjust he had the power to perform it 
(123.34). The king was given the sixth part of one's income.3®

The Icings were sometimes addicted to vices (108.22).

The kingdom of king Bahru who was addicted to vices was captured 
by the Haihayas, Talajarighas, Paradas and others though after­
wards his son Sagara defeated them and regained his kingdom 
(8.35-43). ...
35 220*.75' cf.' sWra7^^14 f Atri’ verse' 28§ Visnudharmottara 

III 323. 25-26.
36 223.44| vide Altekar A.S.j Op.Cit,, P.91.
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The Bp, P, declares that in the Kaliyuga the standard 

of kings would deteriorate. In the ICaliyuga one who abounds 

in elephants, horses and chariots would became a king and he 

would not only not protect the subject but would take away 

their wealth (229.34,35), The kings would be from the non- 

ksatriya class and would maintain themselves on the sudras.*^ 

This shows that the king generally belonged to the ksatriya 

class.

A king’s wrath was highly feared. The Br, P, states 

that all the trees were burnt on account of the fire emanating 
from the mouths of the ten praeetasas, the progeny of king Pracinabaaj 

-barhis and Suvarna, who practised severe penance for ten 

thousand years. As a result of this havoc, the wind did not 

blow for many years. Eventually, Soraa went to them and 

pacified them by giving them his daughter Marisa (2,33).

It was considered to be the primary duty of the king 

to help the sages. -The Br, P. relates how king Kuvalasva sent 

his son Brhadasva with Ms other hundred sons to kill the demon 

Dhunahu at the request of the sage uttaiTJxa (7.74). Many a 

times the sages helped the kings on many occasions. Thus it is 

said that the king Sagara obtained the Agneyastra from the sage

37 230*5; missing in ms ’ka*



1085

Aurva and defeated his enemies (8.31)* King Sagara is further 

said to have performed hundred Asvaiaedhas (8,60,61). The 

king Pururavas was considered to he learned, Brahmavadin, in­

vincible, the performer of Agnihotra, the lord of sacrifices, 

tranquil, knower of dharma, speaker of truth, and holy (10*1-5). 

The king Dhanvantari was considered to be a god himself* born 

in a human form, as a result of the severe penance of his father 

Dhanu, He vras an expert in curing the diseases and he learnt 

the Ayurveda from the sage Bharadvaja and divided it into eight 

parts and taught it to his eight pupils (11.35,38). Yatl, the 

eldest son of king H" alius a was a yogin and finally attained 

Brahman (12.3). His younger brother Ysyati is eulogised because 

of his conquest of the world within twelve nights (12.6). King 

Bali was born with golden arrows and was a great yogin, Brahma 

granted a boon to him that he would be a great yogin, his life 

would have the span of one kalpa, his strength would be uncompa­

rable , he would be the knower of the essence of Dharma, victorious 

in battle, prominent in Dharma and the promulgator of the four 

varnas (13.29-32). This shows that the social responsibility 

was also attached to the king. King Kartavirya is praised at 

great length. It is said that he practised severe penance and 

worshipped Dattatreya and obtained four boons, from him as a 

result of which he possessed thousand hands* He conquered the



whole world and ruled righteously* He was endowed with all 
the jewels and was called a samrat cakravartin. He became 
the Pasupala and the ksetrapala (13*160-174).

In short, the king has to rule in such a way that 
people are pleased with him, feel secure in his reign and he &s 
a result gain prosperity and fame.

Coronation Ceremony

The coronation of a king was a very sole ran and import­
ant ceremony.38 The existence of coronation can be traced 
much earlier than the Gopatha Brahmana. The Taittirlya Brahmana 
gives its details as independent performance in three sections 
which are separate from those devoted to the Rajasuya. The 
Mtereya Brahmana delineates the Aindraaahabhiselca. The Agni- 
Purarja adds more rituals to the ceremony of coronation given in 
the Mahabharata and makes It more elaborate.

The office of king becomes majestic in its true sense 
only with the coronation . Great importance, therefore, was 
attached to the ceremony of coronation, not only as it was a 
dedication zo the service of people, but also as an affirmation 
of the covenant between the people and the ruler and the 
creation of a mystic union between the land and its lord,

38 fide for details Kane P.V., Op.Cit., PP.73-825 Dharma P.C.
The Ramayana Polity, PP. 16-13. 6KaJcfc * B. (
Ci;lK.O'-'fd'V'-a C'Vf' Os-H-S



It is Important to remember in this connection that the Puranie
historians always disposed of foreign kings by merely saying

_ 39'naira murdhabhisikta' - not properly crowned and anointed.

The Br. P. describes the coronation ceremony of king Psthtt 
Prthu. All the beings and gods had come from different 
directions to celebrate it. All the rivers and oceans came 
there with their jewels and water. Some religions ceremonies

AQwere performed by those well-versed in Dharma (4.52-57).“

Ministry or a council of advisers has been regarded
by ancient Indian political thinkers as a very vital organ of 
the body politic.41 The terms indicative of this institution 

in olden days were the sabha, samiti, sameati, vidatha, parisad 
etc. The description of the council is given in the Kahabhara-
ta, Arthasastra, smrti and puranas# The Matsya-Purana advises 
the king never to make a decision alone nor to consult many in

39 Sardar K.M.- Panikkar5 Op.Cit., PP. 28.ff.
40 The EaJadharmaklnda (P.7) quotes from the Brahma-Purana a 

long passage in which the mantras to be recited at the time 
of the coronation by the priest are stated to be as follows; Trayodas'a Mahamantran Tarpayet jatavedasi 1 Ganam csivaprati- 
nathem satyadharmaganau. tatha l Ayusyamabhayam ’caiva tathas vasty ay an am par am I Faignaviaatha mantrah^ca*tatha pauran- 
daranapi l Savitrabrahmaraudrandca varunanatha sarvada _ i 
But this passage is not found in the present ‘Brahma-Puraha* 
Vide Kane P.V., Op.Cit., P.

41 Fide Altekar A.S., Op.Cit., PP. 151 ff.



regafd to a matter of state42. Sfee

‘The Br. P. states that the advice of minister was 
taken on important matters.43 Many ministers were employed 

and sometimes a minister was asked to manage the affairs of the 

state on his sole authority. Thus the king Ila asked his 

ministers to protect his country, treasure, army, kingdom,and 

family and expressed his desire to stay in the forest (108,4-8). 

The minister was expected to be intelligent, noble, having a 

good character, keenly interested in the welfare of the state 

and a knower of signs (111,27), gfe© A minister was

surrounded by the sachivas (111,41), The Br. P, notes an 

instance that when king Bandsura was unable to defeat Aniruddha, 

he captured him by the use of the Pannagastra on the advice of 

his minister (206.7-9).

While the king was expected to confine his attention 

to the protective aid defensive measure of the kingdom, it was 

the priest with whom the power to help the kings by the perform­
ance of necessary sacrifices and spells was believed to rest.44 

The Br* P. also states that in times of distress a Purohita
42 ccS'.'S?; cf. also Agiii ecxxv^18-20^ Kalika lxxxiv•104,105, 

Brhaddharma uttarakharida iii.3$ vide also Kantawala S.G,, 
Op.Cit.

43 47,2, 10, 12, 18, 35.

44 R.Shama Sastri, Evolution of India Polity, P.88.



advised the king.45 As for the religions activities of the 
Purohita for kings, refer the section on 'sages’ in the chapter 
VI on ’Mythology'.

The Br. P. describes the city Avanti from which an idea 
can be gathered as to how the people lived under the realm of a 
king. It states that the king Indradyumna ruled In Avanti.
The city had strong palaces, and was protected by strong yantras.
It was well-divided by four paths and had houses and gopuras. It 
was decorated by various palaces which in their turn were decorated 
by banners, elephants, chariots and padatiganas. It consisted 
of eighteen villages and the people inhabiting it were always 
engrossed in the performance of the sacrifices and the recitation 
of vedas. This gives an idea of the peaceful life of people 
under the protective rule of a benevolent king.

Messengers were sent to convey important matters from 
one state to the other (47,13) and the rule that a royal messenger 
could not be killed was observed. It is stated that one who 
kills a Ra^abhata falls in the taptakumbha hell.^ The sacred­

ness and inviolability of the person and property of an ambassador 
were recognised in ancient India as in the modern world.

45 151.12, A.47.
46 43.22-35, 85-88.
47 22.10, cf. also MBH. Santi, Rajadharma, 85, 26.



War and Weapons '

To different people war may have very different 
meanings. To some it is a plague which ought to be eliminated; 
to some, a mistake which should be avoided, to others, a crime 
which ought to be punished; and to still others, an anachronism 
which no longer serves any purpose. On the other hand, there, 
are some who take a more receptive attitude towards war and- 
regard it as an adventure which may be interesting, an instrument 
which may be useful, a procedure which may be legitimate and 
appropriate, or a condition of existence for which one must be 
prepared.48

The instinct of self-preservation so strong even among 
the lower animals, has been present in man ever since the dawn 
of human history. From the paleolithic times he has been 
fighting and defending himself against Nature and wild beasts, 
and with his steady march from barbarism to civilization and the 
gradual development of intellectual pursuits he has discovered 
weapons first to defend himself, then to defend his family and

AQclan, and finally his own territory and nation.

As in the matter of political speculation so regarding
48 Wright' Quincy, A Study of Mar, Vol. 1, P.3.
49 Ma3umdar B.K., The Military System in Ancient India, P.1,

Fide also Cohen John, Nature, Mar and Society.



the art of warfare, the ancient Indians of the vedic and post- 
vedic periods have important and varied contributions. A 
distinct science called *Dhanurveda* giving in detail the method 
of using "the bow, arrow and other weapons developed in India 
long ago and the great kings are referred to as being proficient 
in it.60

The Br* P. notes several instances of wars between 
Devas and Asuras to gain suzerainty over each other. The battle 
between Brhaspati and Soma was the result of the abduction of
Tara. The war between lord krsna and Uarakasura was in order

• « «

to establish Justice.

Ethics of War

War is generally a dangerous game; but below the 
tumult and roughness of it there is a calm under#current, which 
flows in the depth of the heart of all humanity. Howsoever 
selfish may be the general canons of diplomacy, its hardness is 
modified by the persuasive and sweet influence of the moral sense 
of mankind. The most aggressive states from primitive times to 
the present day felt this agreeable influence Of this abstract 
moral sense which keeps nations bound together.®***

50 Visnu P., Wilson’s Tr,, fill.67.
P.81,51 Date G.T., The Art of War in Ancient India,2yide also stop- 

ford A.Brooke: A discourse on war (The Hibbert Journal, 
1915-16, P. 674).



The Hindu science of warfare values both morality and 
valour and as religion governed the actual life of man from 
birth to death it was realised that the waging of war without 
regard to moral standards degraded the institution into mere 
animal ferocity,®2 The Br. P* also contributes to the ethics 

of warfare by its few episodes*

Indra wanted to kill the foetus in the womb of Diti.
He took the weapon kalisa and got ready to strike it but the 
foetus in the uterus of Diti argued with Mm and the-discourse 
throws light on the rules of warfare. It said that it was a 
Sin to kill anyone in a place other than the battlefield, A man 
who has learnt the sastravidya and who holds thunderbolt in his 
hand should not kill one who is not the knower of that vidya and 
who does not wield the weapons. Further it states that there 
was no heroism in killing the embryo. If one had a real desire 
to fight, he should have courage enough to fight on a battlefield. 
But Indra did not hear it and pierced it into 49 pieces, There­
upon Agastya cursed Indra that he would have to show his back on 
the battlefield and added that no worse curse existed for a 
ksatriya and Diti cursed him that he would be defeated by a woman 
which was considered to be stigma to the career of the ksatriya 
(124.54-805,

/

52 Raghuvamsa 17,47 68, See Mallinatha's Commentaries.



Shis shows how Dharmayuddha was highly valued and 
kutayuddha was treated with a degree of contempt, as it aims to 
achieve its purpose by means of Machiavellian principles53 and 
it also emphasises that a war should take place between equals.
Elsewhere the Br, P. states that a ksatriya who either in the

' «

battle or out of the battle kills one (i) who runs away from 
the battlefield, or (il) who throws off Ms weapons, or (lit) 
who confides in him, or (,lv) who does not know that he was being 
killed, or (v) who says that he was afraid, get the sin of a 
brahmin-murder•54 If the fight took place between non-equals,

it was considered to be vyatikrama - a reverse case* Thus 
when krsna and Balarama went to Kamsa1 s assembly to fight with 
Canura and Kustika, people remarked at the difference of age and 
strength betideen krsna and Balarama on one side and Canura and 
Mustika on the other and wondered about the authenticity of 
judgment (193.47-49)» Again, the policy of the famous four 
expedients, viz. Sama, Dana, Bheda and Banda was laid down for
the warrior. Thus lord Krsna used this policy against the

* • ♦

attack of Jarasandha and when occasion demanded he used the 
policy of ‘running away‘ also.55 According to Arthasastra 
and the epics these are the recognised traditional expedients,
53 bate G.T,, Op.Cit. —
54 164, 30,315 cf, also IffiH. Sahtiparva, 96.35 vide also 

Bandopadhyaya Pramathanatha, International law and custom 
in ancient India, PP. 110-118,

55 195.l?fj the ms. ‘ga* does not mention ’danda’ and. 'palayanam*.



which are found only in germ in the vedic literature.56 Saba 
(conciliation) is utilized to win over the persons who are the 
scions of noble and great families and are by nature straight­
forward and religious-minded and lead a chaste life. Dana 
(gift) is considered to be the expedient par excellence as every 
-one can be subdued with gift* Bheda (divide and rule) is 
recommended to conquer the persons who are mutually jealous of 
one another, are disrespected, are afraid of each other or are 
enraged with each other. The Banda (punishment) is to be used 
'when the above three expedients are futile.57

Army
On account of her peculiar geographical features,®® 

the ancient Indian state had to make an extensive use of mounted 
forces which comprised cavalry, chariots end elephants.39 The 
Brahma-Pur ana mentions the classical fourfold army constituting 
of chariots, elephants, horses and infantry, collectively known 
as the caturangabala. The / Indradyumna was well-equipped with 
elephants, horses, chariots and foot-soldiers (43.24), The 
armies of Kalayavana (196,7) and Kkml (199,10) also constituted
56* Dikshitar 1.R. R*, War in ’ Ancient India, P.32S.
57 Kantawala S.G,, Op.Cit.,Vide also Dikshitar, Op*Cit.,PP. 

325-331.
53 For the influence of geography on the Indian wars,see Bay

H.C.- Notes on war in ancient India,Journal of the Department 
of Letters, 1927*

59 ■ Dikshitar, Op.Cit., P. 155



of the same forees. The Icing Ila is said to have established a
city with a caturahga army in the Bandaka-forest (108.117-118)*

)

Chariots:- Chariots were used in the war from very 
remote times*60 A chariot was an important apparatus of war, 
and it attracted the minds of warriors of., all leading nations of 
the world. All the well-known warriors of ancient India, with 
few exceptions, were chariot fighters and belonged to the high 
military nobility, forming a distinct section of their own, apart 
from the rank and file*61 The Br. P. also alludes to chariots 

many a times. Indra had given a chariot to Yayati, It was 
very shining and divine horses were yoked to it. layati 
conquered the whole world, gods and demons within six nights 
with the help of this chariot. The chariot was the cherished 
possession of the Panravas till the time of Janamejaya who lost 
it, because of a curse of Gargya to ¥asu, the king of Cedi 
country. From SJc him if passed to Brhadratha and when Jarasandha, 
a descendant of Brhadratha was killed by Bhlma, krsna* got it 
from him6? King Jyakagha used a ehariot in Ms victorious 
campaigns (16.14-17). Lord krsna pursued king Satadhanva in a 
chariot (17*12-17). Lord Parasurama pulled down Arjuna Kartavfrya

60 Dikshitar, Op.Cit., PP.157-1665 Chakravarti, P*C., The art 
of war in Ancient India, PP. 22-32.

61 Date G.T., Op»Cit., P. 46.
62 12.6-24; vide also Patil D.R., Cultural History from the 

Yayu-Purana, P. 102.



from his chariot and cut his thousand hands (213,116). This 
shining chariot of king Kartavlrya had the lustre of pun and 
with its held he had conquered the whole world (13.171-177).
The chariots in the army of king Indradyumna were like aeroplanes 
and they were decorated by the banners (44.17). "When Candra 
manifested from Atri, Brahma carried him on his chariot and they 
travelled together round the whole earth for 21 times(9.4-14).

Elephants;- The next important force of war consisted
of elephants. From very early times the elephant was used in

63peace as a vehicle and in war as a combatant. Four-toothed 
elephants were considered to be excellent. Lord krsna sent 
6,000 four?*toothed elephants to Dwajjks" when he conquered 
Prig^yoti§pur«. (201.32). The Br. P. further describes elephants 
as those belonging to Himilaya, as big as mountains, being 
terrible and intoxicated and decorated with banners and bells.
The Br. P. further alludes to persons who were experts in elephant 
fights (44.19,20)"»saxa±

Cavalry;- The third division of the army common to 
both east and west was cavalry. Horse-riding was known as early 
as the vedie age but there, is no satisfactory record,of the use of

63 For details regarding elephants, vide Dikshitar, Op.Cit*,
PP, 166-174; Chakravati, Op. Git,, PP. 47-54, Date, Op.Cit., 
PP. 49-51,



cavalry in battles of that period.^ The Br» P. frequently
I

refers to horses. In the fight between Bho^a Satadhanvan 

and krsna, the former was.riding a mqre capable of covering- a 

hundred yojanas at a stretch. This mare had the name itrdaya.

The animal, however, died through fatigue.- Krsna who was 

pursuing Satadhanvan, came to know of the fate of the mare. He 

got down from the chariot, continued his pursuit and afterwards 
killed Satadhanvan.65 The horses of Kambo^a and Gahdhara 

(13.151) countries were considered to be excellent* Lord krsna 
sent twenty one lakh horses of Kamboja country to Dvra^kS when he 

conquered the city Pragjyotispura (202.16-12). The Asuras used 

horses (213.91) and the horses of king In&radyumna were as swift 

as wind (44,18).

Infantry?- The next important division of the army 

was infantry. Originally chariots and elephants were mostly- 

used for warfare but with the march of time, the nation came to 

be entertained that the more numerically strong the army, the 
greater were the possibilities of its success.^* The Br. P, 

states that there were innumerable foot-soldiers in the army of 
king Indradyumna... They held bows, Parana and swords in their

hands and were very brave and enthusiastic, They decorated

65 17.12-171 Patil D.E., Op.C-it., P.101.
66 Dikshitar, Op,Git., PP,179-204; Chakravarti, Op.Cit.,PP.15-18,
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themselves with garlands and fragrant ointments (44.10-12).

Besides the eaturahga army, the Br. P. alludes to 
Aksauhinf army. According to the Udyogaparvan,^ 500 elephants, 

500 chariots, 1500 cavalry and 2500 foot soldiers constitute a 

sena and 10 senas » prtana, 10 prtanas = 1 vahini, 10 vahinxs " 
dhvajinf, 10 dhva^infs = camu, 10 camus = aksjauhini, The Br.P. 

states that king 5arasandha had twenty three aksauhinx armies 

(195.3). VJhen the earth was oppressed by the burden of many 

demons and their armies consisting of Aksauhinls, she approached 

lord Visgru and asked him to take birth to relieve her (180.10-12) 

and lord krsna freed her from her burden by killing the AksauhinT 

armies 4210.2).

Practice of Warfare

'Prom the various descriptions of fights, battles and
Ok

wars, general idea can be gathered regarding the practice of 

warfare as reflected in the Brahma-Parana. It states that lord 

Nrsimha came out of the pillar of the assembly-hall and killed 

Hiranyakasipu with his nails. He killed all the daityas who 

had taken various forms and who resided in various places like 

Hasatala, ocean, river, village, forests, sky and constellations

57 Cr.ed, 151,21-225 vide Kane P.V,, for different tables from 
different Parvans, Op.Git., PP.204-205.

63 For information vide Vajhe krsnaji vinayaka - Pr-aciha 
yuddhavidya - (in Marathi).



by whirling round his body (149.1-10). A terrible fight ensued 
between lord Hrsimha and Ambarya, lord of Dandaka. He was 
invincible and both of them showered sastras and astras over 
each other. Finally, lord Hrsimha killed him (149,10-12).

Lord krsna threw Kamsa on the floor, jumped on him, 
pulled his hair and he was dead (192,72-75).

After the death of Kamsa, a terrible fight ensued 
between Jarasandha, king of Magadha add father-in-law of Kamsa 
and lord krsna. He had 23 aksauMaf armies and lie circumambulat­
ed Mathura from all the sides, Krsna and Balarama came out with 
a small band of soldiers. Krsna held his original weapons 
Sudar^ana cakra, Sarariga bow, an inexhaustible quiver full of 
arrows and the Kaumodakf Gada whereas Balarama held his favourite 
weapons Hala and Musala. Jarasandha was defeated'eighteen times 
(A.195),

On hearing about the strength of the yadavas from the 
sage Narada, king Kalayavana of the south equipped his army with 
elephants, hgbses and chariots and proceeded for Mathura together 
with an army of Mlecchas. When lord krsna knew about his 
proceedings, he thought that seeing the opportunity Jarasandha 
also might bring an attack from his side and the yadava army would 
not be able to cope up with both of them. So he constructed
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the city Dwaraka with a fort and made such arrangements that 

even women could fight from inside, Krsna went to Mathura. 
Seeing him without weapons, Kalayavan*.followed him, Krsna 

entered a cave - and concealed himself. The king Mucakunda was 

sleeping there. Thinking him to he a lord krsna, Kalayavan^ 

kicked him and was eventually burnt by fire emanating from the 
eyes of king Mucakunda (196,1-20) i.e. by a feat of diplomacy 

Shri krsna managed to divert the wrath of the. powerful 

Mucakunda against Kalayavana. In olden times, king Mucakunda 
had defeated many daityas (19Q.21).

King Bhismaka ruled the city Kundinapura. of the 
country Vidarbha. Kr.sna carried away his daughter Bukminf on 

the day previous to her marriage with king Sisupala. Balarama 

and the other yadavas defeated the kings Paundra, Viduratha,
> , _ i _

Dantavaktra, Sisupala, Jarasandha and Salva. Krsna defeated 
RJcmf together with his caturanga array (199.1-10). This episode 

shows how rivalry for a bride led to war between two parties.

Pradyumna learnt all the Mayas from Mayavatl and 

destroyed the army of oambara by the use of the seven Mayas and 

killed Sambara by the use of the eighth Maya.. This shows how 
besides the weapons, Mayas were Used in a battle (200.18,19).

These may be strategies in war. The Br.P.provides
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instances how a small tiling leM to disaster. Balarama got
U. *

irritated with Rpir as he played dk»£r audulently and killed him 

with the dice-pieces. As the king of Kaliriga poked fun of 

Balarama during the dice-play, Balarama pressed him with all his 

strength and broke* down his teeth. Balarama then pulled out 

the golden pillar from the assembly hall and killed all the
t,enemies from the side of mm£ (201.18-26).

Lord krsna killed the daitya Mura and his 7,000 sons, 
Hayagrlva, Pancajana and many other daityas of the army of the 

king Naraka after cutting the Pasas which protected his city for 

hundred yojanas with his eakra. Finally, he killed Naraka by 

his cakra (202.16-21).

A graphic description of war is provided in the 

quarrel fox’ the Parijata tree between Indra and krsna, Indra 

arose with his thunderbolt and all the gods accompanied him with 

Parigha, gada, suia, khad^ga and other weapons. Lord krsna 

blew his Pancajana conch and started showering arrows. All the 

directions and the sky were covered xdth arrows. Lord krsna 

cut all the weapons and Garuda pierced into pieces all the
I'

serpents. Lord krsna powdered the danda of Yama into thousand 

pieces by his mace and the sibika of Kubera also was pierced 

into pieces by his cakra. The Sun and Moon \?ere deprived of 

their lustre, and the lustre of Agni was also shattered to pieces.



The frontThe eight Vasus also met death at the hands of krsna. 
portions of the tridents of the eleven Kudras were cut by the 
edge of the cakra, The sadhyas, visve&evas, Maruts and 
Gandharvas were also afflicted by the arrows of the Sardriga-
holder krsna. Then Indra and krsna showered innumerable arrows

# • * » • •

over each other and a terrible g fight followed between Airavata 
and Garuda, When all the astras and sastras were exhausted? 
Indra released his thunderbolt but lord krsna held it in his 
hand. The thunderbolt lost its power. Garuda defeated 
Airavata and both Indra and Airavata ran away from the battle­
field (203.46-60).

A battle was considered to foe the most covetous thing 
for a ksatriya. Without a battle? the hands were useless, 
Banasura actually desired to fight in order to use Ms thousand 
hands. Therefore, when he kngw that Miruddha, the grandson of 
lord krsna, was enjoying with his daughter Osa, he asked his 
servants to capture Mm but Aniruddha killed all of them with his 
Psrigha. As Banasura was unable to defeat Aniruddha, he 
captivated him by the use, of the Pannagastra (206,2-9). Kysna 
went to the city of Banasura with Balarama and Praoyuiana and 
fought with the pramathas. All the pramathas were killed.
Then lord krsna fought with Mahesvara jvara who had three heads 
and three feet. The jvara threw Bhasma over them which scorched 
them and Balarama had to'close his eyes, Krsna then sent the



vaisnava jvara after Mah.es vara jvaia and the latter was defeated, 

lord krsna then destroyed the five fires and the whole army of the 
danavas. Lord Siva and Kartikeya came to the rescue of Banasura
and the whole world was perturbed thinking that the time of 
pralaya had arrived.# lord krsna released the jrmbhanastra and

Ilord Siva began to yawn. He had to give up fighting and sit 

on the backside of the chariot. Garuda and Pradyumna harassed 
Kartikeya, When Banasura saw that Balararaa was striking his

Iplough and Musala and krsna was throwing the arrows profusely, he 

fought terribly with all Ms might. Finally, lord krsna released 

the eakra and cut,the hands of Sana and when krsna was on the 
point of annihilating him, Sana was saved by lord Siva’s 
request. In this fight, the mantras too were recited for the 
destruction of the enemy (206,9, 12-40).

A king Paundraka Vasudeva believed himself to be lord 
krsna vasudeva and he assumed all the signs of lord krsna and 
challenged krsna for a fight. The king of Kasf came to help 
him but lord krsna defeated both of them with their armies 
(207.23-25). The monkey Dvivida attacked Balaraaa with a slab 
of stone and Balarima killed him with his Musala and fists 

(209.17-20), At the time of their final destruction, the yadavas 

fought with each other with weapons and eraka grass (211.45,46).

Lord Rama killed Tali and coronated Sugrlva on the 

throne of Kiskindha. Then he killed Lavana, the son of the



demon Ma&hu residing in the Madhuvana ana the demons Marie a, 
Subahu, Viradha and Kabandha. Finally, he killed Ravarxa' and 
the Oandharvas. The sage FisVamitra had given him many

rweapons and lie had broken a bow belonging to lord Siva in the 
assembly of king Janaka (213.135,143),

The demon Dhundhu was covered with water and fire.
By his yogic power, the king Kuvalasva drank the water, extin­
guished fire and killed the demon Dhundhu (7.83-84). King 
Raji helped the gods and defeated the dam&vas (11,1-10). Indra 
killed Nannie i by foam. The fight shows how sometimes the evil 
practices were followed, A terrible fight ensued between 
Haiauci the king of dal eyas, and Indra. Indra went out
of the battlefield out Narnuci followed him. Being afraid of 
him, Indra entered the ocean and covering thunderbolt with foam, 
he killed Narnuci. Maya, the brother of Namuci, decided to 
take revenge. He learnt various types of mayas, practised 
penance and gave dana to brahmins in order to gain victory over 
Indra. But Indra played a fraud, come in the guise of a 
brahmin and asked the friendship of Maya in dana.Maya granted it. 
That one should attain one’s end by whatever means was the 
policy adopted, Sukracarya says that it is a folly to lose 
one’s object and therefore a <^ever king should suffer insult and 
humiliation at the outset to secure ultimate victory,^ Namuci

A^am^am puraskrtya minaip krtva tu prstatab *
Svakaryam sadhayet prS.jnah. karyadlivamso hi murkhata h

iv.vii.363.
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then advised Indra to kill the issue in Diti's womb. According­

ly Indra at first served Diti and seeing the opportunity pierced 
the embryo cutting it into pieces(124.32-52).

Besides the types mentioned above the Br. P. provides 
an instance of mustiyuddha. In the fight between lord krsna 
and Jambavin, there is no reference to the use of weapons and it

V

appears that this was an instance of fifst-fight which lasted 
for twenty one days.^0

An idea of Mallayuddha ean be fathered from the 
description of the one fought between krsna and Balarama on the 

one side and Canura and Mustika on the other side. They fought 

for a very long time and adopted ksepana, must! and strokes of
t _

feet* Then the lord krsna held Canura and whirled him round in 

the air and threw him on the floor and Canura was dead. Balarama 

struck Mustika with his fists on his head and with knees on his 

chest. Then he threw him down on the floor and struck the fists 

with his left hand and thus killed him (193*53-68).

There is a reference of imprisonment of Havana by king 

Sahasrarjuna but on,being requested by Pulastya, Havana was 
released (13.184-187). When krsna killed Kamsa, he released 

Ugrasena, the father of Kamsa, from the prison and coronated 

70 16.39,40;vide also Patil D.R., Op.Cit., P.101,



Mm on the throne (194*9)«

As regards the punishments of the enemies, the Br. P. 
provides an instance* She Haihayas had defeated king Bahu with 
the help of Taia^anghas, Kakbo^as, sakas and parades but S agar a, 

the son of king Bahu, took a revenge and defeated them all but 
instead of annihilating them, on the advice of the sage Vasistha, 
he inflicted punishments on them. Thus he changed their dresses 
and destroyed their dharma* He ordered the sakas to shave their 
heads half, the yavanas and kambojas to shave their heads full, 
the paradas to loosen their hair and the pahhavas to shave their 

beards(8*42-52).

Things obtained from the conquered region
I ^

According to Sukracarya, the wealth seised in war 
should be presented to the king for examination and distribution 
(iv.7,386). According to law-givers like Mami71, Visnu?2 and 
Gautama^, animals captured and a part of the treasure seized, 

generally went to the king. It is interesting to note the 
ruling of Brhaspati that one-sixth of the booty went to the king 
and the rest to his allies and soldiers.

The Br. P. also provides instances of the things seized 
from the conquered country, When lord krsna killed the demon
71 VII. 202 ——- ; . . ,

72 III. 30
73 X. 20-23
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Karaka and conquered the city Pragjyotlspura, he took away all 

the jewels and sent the 16,100 maidens, 6,000 four-toothed . 

elephants and twenty-One lakh horses of Kamboja country to 
Dwarka (202*32,33) and afterwards he married all the maidens* 

There is another instance of king Ayamagha who brought a maiden 

from a conquered country and when a son was bron to him, he was 

married to her (15*14*17)i ■ .

The enemies were always treated very severely, The 

Brahma-Pur ana states that the enemies were always to.be despised 
and no confidence was to be placed in them (106*16-18), One had 

the powers to coronate a king of his own liking after conquering 
the land (213,136).

Fort

The ancient kings attached great importance to fortress­

es, for they served as the main base to defend the kingdom against 
the invasions of the enemy.^ The Br, P. states that lord krsna

built the city Dwaj’ka with a fort surrounding it (196*11), The 

city Pragjyotispura of the king Naraka was surrounded on all the 

sides by pasas or iron bars for hundred yojanas, lord krsna cut 
away all the bars with his cakra (202*16),

74 Dikshitar, Op.cit,, P.249? vide also Chakravarti, Op.Cit.,
P. 127.
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Flags

Though Innocent in themselves* flags and banners have 
exercised a capital influence over the warriors throughout the 
whole course of history. It has always been a custom among the
belligerents to attack the flag of their opponents to reduce the 
enthusiasm of the latter. The capture of the flag usually sound­
ed the death-knell of the party that lost it,7®

The Br. P. states that the cities were decorated with 
banners of different colours (i3.22). Lord krsna possessed a 
banner having the emblem of king of birds (59.76-6),

List of Weapons

Dhanurveda classifies the weapons of offence into four 
divisions* - the mukta,Athe mktamukta and the yantramukta,
On the other hand, the Nitiprakas'ika. divides them into three 
broad classes, vis, the mukta (thrown), the araukba (not thrown), 
and the mantramukta (discharged by mantras)??* Eautilya and

75 Date G*T., Op .Git., P.2S; vide also Ma^umdar B.lt., Op.Git., 
P.52; Mkshitar, Op.Git., PP. 369-378,

76 Dikshitar, Op.Cit., P.92
77 II. • 11-13.
78 Arthasastra, PP. 101, 4IL0 ff.



Agni-Purina^® add. more varieties#^0

The Br« P, also mentions various types of weapons.

The following is a list of weapons in an alphabetical order and 

an attempt has been made to identify as many of them as possible.

Ahkusa:- The yamadutas possessed it and the sinners 

were troubled in hell by its use (215.81). In the Dronaparva 
(28.17 ff.)} an ahkuia is described as sarvaghati,

AsiThe yamadutas possessed it (215,52). The 

foot-soldiers in the army of king Indradyumna had swords in 
their hands (44,21).

From the .very dawn of civilization, the sword was used 

as a war weapon. Both the long sword and the dagger were known 
to the vedie Aryans the former was known as Asi and the latter

Ol

was known as krti. The asi is also known in Sanskrit 
literature by different other names - Nistrimsa, Fisfeunana, Khadga 

Tiks^nacihara, Durasada, Srfgarbha, Vi jay a, and Dharmamula, showin

79 249,2
80 For information about the different weapons of war from 

different sources, vide Dlkshitar F.R.R.,Op,Cit.,Ch.III,
P.93 ff5 Patil D.Pt., Op,'Cit, ,PP, 1C® ff$ 224 ff| Chakravarti 
P.C., The Art of war in ancient India, Ch.XIV, PP.150 f,,
Kane P.V., Op.Cit.,¥ol.III, PP.212 ff,, Hopkins J3.W. JAGS 
XIII, Oppert Gustave on the weapons^ Army organisations and 
political maxims. Prof .Manikr ao~ - Sripr at ap^S'as tr ag & a 
(inMarathf), Kantawala S»G, Op.Cit,

81 Date, Op.Cit,, P, 20.



the general characteristics of the sword# It was commonly 

worn on the left side and was associated with thirty two 

different movements# It measured fifty thumbs in length an,d 
four inches in width,82

Astra:- Various types of astras are mentioned in the 

Brahma-Purana. When the gods attacked Soma, Soma threw at them

a great astra called Brahmas irai on account of which their fame 
was destroyed (9,22)# Banasura is said to have captured Aniru-
ddha by the Perm agist r a (206.9), In the fight between lord

» -
krsna and Siva, lord krsna released the jrmbhanastra by which
lord skva started yawning (206*27), King Sagara defeated the 

Haihayas by the Agneyastra given to him by the sage Aurva 
(8,41,42). UlMka released an agneyastra on kapota (125.11>. 

Ullika praised Kama and got Yamya astra from him (125.9).

Krsna and Baladeva had the powers to have the whole store of the 
astras by just thinking about them (194.23), In the fight 

between the gods and the demons, there was a terrible shower of 
sastras and astras (32.44), It is mentioned In the Uttara Hina 

carita.

dhas- , lord krsna and Balarama were able to wield 
their weapons at their will (195,5), The demons had weapons 

of strange shape and they were shining and terrible in appearance

82 Dikshitar, Op.Git., P.116, Chakravarti, Op.Cit,, PP.164-165,



(214*6?)* The Asuras used Ayudhas (213.91)

Bhlndiuala;- Probably this was a heavy 4ub which had 
a broad and bent-tail-end, measuring one cubit in length. It 
was to be used with the left foot of the warrior placed in 
front. Its various uses were cutting, hitting, striking and

pqbreaking. It was like kunta but with a big blade. Date 
thinks it to be a heavy rod thrown against an enemy like a 
missile.8^

The Br. P. states that the Asuras used this weapon 
(213.91) and in the Yamaloka, people were harassed by it 
(215.40), (214.84).

Cakra:- It is a circular disc with a small opening 
in the middle# It was of three kinds of eight, three and four 
spokes. It was used in five or six ways# The various uses of 
a disc were felling, whirling, rending, breaking, severing and 
cutting.

The Br. P, often refers to the cakra. Lord krsna held 
it in his hand while fighting with king Jarasandha. As soon as 
lord krsna desired to have it, it came to his hands from the sky
83 Dikshltar, Op.Cit., P. 106,
84 Date, Op.Cit., P.22-, JAOS. XIII, P.290, Oppert P.13,
85 Dikshitar, Op.Cit., P. 109,



(195,6). It destroyed the sibika of Kubera (203*54). Krsna
released the cakra over Banasura and out his hands (206.37).
Lord krsna released it over Paun^raka Yasudeva (207.23-25).
Lord Janardana holds the Sudarsana cakra which is terrible, and
the main among all the weapons/ in Ms right hand (68.45). Lord
Yi$nu cut the head of the demon Rahu by his cakra (108.30),

*Lord Visnu manifested Ms form to king Sveta by holding a 
Sudarsana cakra (59.75). The Asuras (213,90), (214.68) and 
the Yamadutas used it (215,52). In the rites of worship,L*'£he 

naivedyaaantra to be offered in honour of lord krsna, Ms cakra 
was to be invoked on the left side (61.41).

Carma:- India was rich in defensive armaments from
the earliest .period of her history. The commonest names for
armours were kavaca and varman. In course of time, leather
was- so profusely used in making armour that the word carma came

86to mean armour itself.

The Br« P. states that king Kartavlrya possessed a 
carma (13.172),

Dandas- The Br. P. mentions several, kinds of Dana as 
The danda of Yama was destroyed by the mace of lord krsna 
(203,53). The hands of Asuras are said to be as strong as

86 Date, Op.Git,, P.24| Chakravarti, Op.Cit., P.177, Dikshitar 
Op.Git., PP. 127,



dandas (214.65), Irx Yamaloka (215,40) and hell (215,81) 
people are harassed by a danda made of Iron, The people are 
troubled by dandaka and Agnidanda too (217.81). The danda 
of Yama was destroyed by the gada of lord krsna (203.53). ,

1113

Dhanus:- The box/ and arrow attracted the imagination 
of all warriors of the world in the early stages of civilization. 
Th&ughout the course of ancient Indian history the bow was used 
as the main offensive weapon and the whole science of archery 
- Dhanurveda was named after frfc.8? The Agni-Parana provides the 
details regarding its make,88

The Br. P, mentions it often and also states its various 
types, Krsna was able to hold his bow Sarhga at Ms will 
(195,6). In his fight with Indra krsna showered thousands of 
arrows over gods and the sadhyas, visvedevas, Maruts and 
Gandharvas were defeated by them (203.56). Lord krsna released 
it over Paupdraka Vasu&eva and killed him (207,23-25). LoM

ikrsna was known as Sarpigadhara (16.38), In the left hand of 
lord Janardana shines the Saranga having the lustre like Sun and 
shining arrows (68,49,50)* ‘When the Abhlras attacked Arjuna, 
he lost the power of Ms bow Gandiva and the Abhiras carried away 
the wives of lord kr?na (212,50) • King Prthu was born with

87 Date, Op.Cit,, P.ll, vide also Chakravarti, Op.Cit., PP.151- 
159; also Dikshitar,' Op.Cit., PP, 93-100.

88 245.5.6, 7-10.



Dhanus and kavaca (2*23)* When king Prthu was born, there was 
a terrible resounding of the ajagava bow (4*48-51). When king 
Haji went to help gods, he took his desired bow (11.10). When 
king Yayati wanted to retire from life, he gave up his bows and 
arrows (12.22,23). With hows and arrows, king Jyakagha 
conquered the cities Mekala, Mrttikavatr and the mountain Rksavin 
single-handed and got settled in the city Suktimafcf (15.14-17).
The gods wielded karrauka and helped Indra in Ms g fight with 
lord krsna for the Parijata tree (207.19).

Gada i.e. the maces- Various ways of handling it with 
skill were bending, stooping low, springing forward, retreating 
ready to fly upon and so doing, as, to terror3lise.S9

The 3r* P. refers to it many a time. The name of 
the mace of lord krsna was KaumodaldT aid he was able to hold it 
at his own will (195.5), (59.75,76)., It was released over
Paundraka Vasudeva (207.32-25) and lama (203.53) by lord krsna. 
Lord J abased ana holds the Kaumodakf gada which brings to an end all 
the bad deeds, 'which is terrible, which destroys the daityas and 
danavas and which.bruns like the flame of fire and is unbearable 
to the gods (68.48,49). In the Yamaloka, people are harassed 
by it (215.40). In the rites of worship, the Mahagada should 
be placed on the right side of lord krsna (61*42). - The gods '

89 Dikshitar, Op.Cit,, P..113,



wielded gada and helped Indra in his fight with lord krsna for the 
Pari^ata tree (203*47).

Hala:- Hala i.e.plough was the favourite weapon of 
Balarama and he was known as Haladhara. The Br. P. states that the 
plough sunanda came to Balarama*s hand at his will (195.5) and in 
his fight with Bahasura, Balarama had attacked him with lahgala 
(206.30).

Sy£t- It is generally made up of Murva grass. The cord 
is noosed at each end and consists of different strands, but bound 
together into one string. The sound of the bow-string twanging 
on the hand-guard of leather is often alluded to as one of the

QAcommon noises of battle. v

Its twinkling is mentioned by the Br. P. (15.54).

Karauka;- See Dhanus,

Kavaca;- The kavaca appears to be a euifcass, composed of 
breast and back plates and perhaps resembling those worn in Europe 
during the middle ages.®"

The Br* P. states that the arrows of Banasura and lord 
krsna were terrible and they pierced the armours. Here the word

90 Dikshitar, Op.Cit*
91 Chakravarti, Op.Cit., P. 173,
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for armour used is 'kayatraha* (206*31). King Prthu was born with 
bow and armour (2.23), (4*48.51). King Rjonakavaca Jellied hundred 

warriors wearing kavaca& (15.10).

Khadga:- The Br. P. states that king Kartavlrya knew the 

use of khadga (13.172). In the worship of lord krsna, khadga should 

be placed on Ms left side (62,43). On the way to Yamaloka, people 

are harassed by it (213.73), (214.73,83), (215.82,102) and one who 

prepares a khadga falls in vi^ajgana hell. It seems that the 

occupation of the maker of a khadga was not considered to be very 

respectable (22,16).

Krakaca:- There is a hell called krakaca and in that and 

other hells, the sinners are troubled by them (215.81,121),

Kulisa:- The axe is mentioned in the Rv., but mostly not 

as a weapon of war. In the Mbh. it is mentioned by several names 
as parasu, parasvadha, kulisa and kuthara.®2

The Br. P, states that kulisa is the best among all the 

weapons ^39,26). Indra pierced the issue in the semon of Dlti 

into 49 pieces by the use of the weapon kulisa (69.26).

Laauda:- ■ It was probably a cudgel or heavy staff with

92 Chakravarti, Op. Cit., P. 170,
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metallic feet* It was two cubits in length. It would be used 
in four different ways* It was sometimes put to the same use as 
a Bhindipala, It was cased, in a sheath of leather aid was held 
either with both the hands or only with the right hand#^

The Br. P, states that the Abhiras defeated Arjuna by 
using laguda (212.51).

Losta;- The Br. P. states that the Abhiras defeated 
Arjuna by throwing lost a at him. Losta here may mean big clods 
of earth (212.18),

Mndearat- It was a staff in the shape of hammer three 
cubits in. length and with a strong circular handle* It was 
used to break heavy stones and rocks. The Br. P. states that 
an the way to lamaloka and in the hell, the people are harassed 
by it (214.54,73), (215.39,102), (817,81). The Asuras used it 
(213.92).

Musala:- It was a pestle-like club, both the ends 
well-knit together. It was a pointed rod made of khadira. It

I „ CkJLbelongs to the category of sula or trident.

The Br. P. states that it was the favourite weapon of
93 Dikshitar, Op.Git., P, 108.
94 Miti V. 35-36,
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Balarama and therefore he was called musalajnidha (198.12). 
Balarama fought with Jarasandha (195.7), Banasura (206.30) and 
the monkey Dvivida with it (209.17-20). The Asuras used 
musala and ulukhal (213.90,91).

Higadas- The Br. P. states that in the hell, people 
are hound by it (214.71). Monier Williams95 gives the meaning 

as an iron chain for the feet, the heel chains for an elephant or 
a noose for catching the feet and throwing any animal down, any 
fetter or shackle.

Histrimsai- It is a kind of sword. The Br* P.
*

stated that krsna used this weapon in his fight with Paun<lraka 
Vasudeva (207,19) and the gods used it while helping Indra in 
his fight with krsna (203.47).

j

Parasui- See kulisa. It was used for cutting and 
rending. ' The six .ways of manipulating it to one * s advantage 
are raising aloft in a formidable manner, making it descend 
slowly or quickly, raising it rapidly, making it fixed, and 
making as if 6ne had nothing in one’s hand,96 , It is the 

battle axe attributed to Parasurama. Its blade was made of 
.steel and it had a wooden handle.9?

95 Sanskrit-Knglish Dictionary, P» 545.
96 Dikshitar, Oo.Cit,, P.111,

r97 Kaghuvamsa 12.23.



The Br. P. states that Parasurama cut the thousand 
arms of Arjuna Sartavlrya by his parasu(213.116), People are 
harassed by it in the Yamaloka (215.40)*

Parasvadha:- See kulis’a, The Br. P. states that 
it was used by Asuras (213.91).

ParighaIt was a wooden beam used for locking or 
shutting a gate, and was a battering arm# According to Vais'am- 
p ay ana, it was made of wood and circular in shape. It was so 
heavy that a whole army of soldiers would be required to handle 
it.98

The Br. P. states that the gods wielded parigha and 
helped Indr a in his fight with lord krsna for the Pari jit a tree 
(203.47). Aniruddha killed all the servants of Bana by the use 
of parigha. It was made up of iron (206.7). In the Yamaloka 
people were harassed by it (215,40). The hands of the demons 
were as long as parighas (214.65) and the Asuras used it (213. 
92).

Pasai- The noose was a great favourite of Aryan as 
well as non-,Ayyan tribes." It is a noose killing the enemy 
at one stroke, of two or three ropes used as a weapon attributed 
to the god Varuna, It was triangular in shape and embellished

98 Dikshitar, Ibid., P, 115.
99 Date, Op.git., P. 21,
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with balls of lead#**-®®

The Br. P, states that the pasa of king Varuna was 
destroyed by lord krsna (203*52). The Asuras (213.92), (214.68) 
and the Yamadutas possessed it (215.52) and people were harassed 
on their way to Yamaloka by the khlapasas (214.71).

Patti sla:~ It is a kind of spear with a keen edge made 

of copper or iron. Dikshitar differs from Dr.Oppert who 
considers it to be a battle-axe.3-03-

The Br. P. states that the sinners are troubled with 
it in the Yamaloka (215.40,102).

Plnakat- It is the lula of Siva, usually translated 

as a trident. It had three prongs made of iron and the front
t _ -is of brass. It measured four cubits. Sukraearya speaks of 

it as Tri^iras measuring three hastas. Its uses are striking,
thrusting, rending, cutting to pieces, breaking and severing.3-03

fThe Br. P. frequently alludes to lord Siva as Pinaka-
pani.

Prasat- It measured four hastas and had a sharp face, 
faisampayana speaks of it as made of bamboo with a metallic head.

100 Dikshitar, Op.Git., P.108.
101 Dikshitar, Op.Cit,, P.114.
1C© Ibid,, P. 113.



It was handled in four ways and was seven cubits long.103

The Br. P. states that the foot-soldiers in the army 
of king Indradyumna held prSsa in their hands (44.18,21).

\Saktl:- It is identified with spear. It is two 
cubits long and had an open and a broad mouth in shape like the 
leaf of a tree. Its ends resembled the udder of a cow and were 
four hastas in length.. It required the use of both the hands. 
Its blade was of metal and the handle of wood.104

The Br. P. states that In his fight with the king 
Paundraka Vasudeva, lord krsna released the lakti over the army 
and defeated it (207.19). In Yamaloka, the sinners are troubled 
by its use (214.73), (215.40,52,81). The demons used it 
(214.68).

£>arai- Its length is three cubits. Two movements 
are peculiar to it. The sit ap at ha Brahmaqa relates how an 
arrow came to be designated sara.103 When Indra threw his 

thunderbolt against Vrtra it became separated into four parts.
The first three were the wooden sword, post and the chariot. The 
last piece, which was broken off by the blow fell on the ground 
as a sara. Because it was broken it was so designated.10®
103 Ibid., P.113.
104 Ibid., P.106.
105 1.2.4*, VI. 5.2.10
106 Dikshitar, Op.Cit



The making of arrow is described in the Agni Purana.^®’7

The Br, P, states that king Prthu was born with arrows 
(4*48,51), King Kartavirya released five arrows and defeated 

Havana (13*184,172), Krsna and, Banasura threw arrows over each
* jr '

other (206,32), The hunter Jara pierced the foot of lord Krsna 

with an arrow made up of the remaining part of samba’s mu sal a 

and eventually the death of lord krsna resulted from that very 
tomara (211,5,6). The arrows of lord Rama were shining like 

the flame of fire and were lustrous like the lightning, They were 
as powerful as the vajra of Indra (213,141), The arrows 

should be kept on the right side in the worship of lord krsiia 
(61,43), People are harassed by the arrows in the Yamaloka 

(214.84), (215.40), One who prepared an arrow falls in vedhaka 

and visasana hells (22.16),

^ataghnis- The word literally means a hundred killer. 

Halhead in his Cole of Gentoo laws interpreted it as a cannon^08 
while Wilson109 and Oppert110, relying on medieval commentators, 

constructed it as a rocket. After a critical examination of all 

the epic references, Hopkins showed that it was neither the’ one 
nor the other,111 There is a difference of opinion regarding 

its nature among the scholars.112

107 245.12. ! * ■
108 Halhead, Cole of Gentoo, Laws, Intro, P. iii,
109 Works, I?. 302
110 Op.cit,, P.22
111 J.A.O.S. XIII, 299 ff,
112 Chakravartl, P,C., Op.Cit., P.173, Dharma P.C., Op.Cit.,

PP, 72-73,
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The Br. P. states that the Asuras used Sataghnl
(213,90)•

*

Silas~ The slabs of stone were used as weapons.
The Br. P, states that the Asuras used it (213,92) and that the 

monkey Dvlvida attacked Balarama with a slab of stone (209.17- 
20).

I ( ■ ^

ST?nkhains~ The Br, P» states that the demons used 
it (214*68) and on the way to the Xamaloka, the sinners were 

caught up by chains as strong as the thunderbolt (214.71).

Sula:- It was practically a spear or Ravelin. This 

arm seems to hare attained a place of great prominence from 
the epic period of Indian history,^13 See Pinska,

> ' - •
The Br. P. states that lord Siva gave a sula to Sesa 

and he defeated his enemies in the Rasatala by using it 
(115.10-16). On.the way .to Yamaloka, the sinners are harassed 

by it (214.73), (215.22,82). One who looks towards the 

wealth and wives, of others with an evil intention is pierced 
by sula in the hell (215,137). The Asuras used it (213.91,92).

Tomara:- ‘ It was a kind of dart with a wooden handle 

and having a hook at the end. Some think that it was a weapon

113 Date, Op.Oit., P. 16.

(
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with edges like a ploughshare and that it was not crooked♦’L’L4

The Br. P. states that lord krsna died due to Tomara, 
made up of the remaining part of the musala of 3amba and which 
was released by a hunter (211.5,6)• The soldiers in the army 
of king Indradyumna used it (44.18). The demons also used it 
(214.68) and. in the Yamaloka, the sinners were harassed by it 
(214.40).

Tunas- The Br, P. states that an inexhaustible 
quiver full of arrows came to lord fcrsna * s hand at the time of 
fighting with Jarasandha (195.5), The Yamadutas also possess­
ed it (215.53).

Pa.lras- The thunderbolt was identified with the 
trident, axe mid spear. Pedic literature is.vague with regard 
to its make. But it was regarded as the deadliest weapon by 
society, and the strongest objects were compared with it.*^5 

In the lTrthayatra portion of the Mbh., a iaythological origin 

of this weapon ms is given.Its breadth and length were 
fifty and a hundred miles respectively. It had sharp points

t r . *

and a good handle.. Pour movements are attributed to it. 
Sometimes the ends of this weapon were whirled in such a way

114 Date, Op,Git., P.22, cf, also Dikshitar, Op,Cit.,P.107.

115 Date, Op.Git., P.,17 ..Vide also Majumdar U.G., Journal of 
the department of letters, Calcutta University, Pol. XI.

116 Panaparva, 99.
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as to hold a Bhihdipala In the middle.13*^

The Br. P. states that Indra wielded the thunderbolt 
and released it at krsna In his fight with him, for the Parijata 
tfcee but lord krsna held it in’ his hand and the thunderbolt 
lost its power (203*47^,60,63)* The arrows of lord Rama were 
as powerful as the thunderbolt of Indra (203*135-143)• The 
sinners are harassed In the Yamalcka by the vajradanda (215*53)*

Yantra's- Yantra is a generic termp often loosely 
used to denote a contrivance of almost any kind* They were 
also employed as military implements* Kautilya speaks of two 
varieties of yantras, viz.sthira and eala*118

The Br* P* states that the Asuras used it (213.91).

Yastis- The sticks were used as offensive weapons.
The Br* P, states that the Abhfras used sticks in defeating Arju- 
na (2x2.13)•

All the important deities of the vedas and the 
Hisj&du Pantheon are represented as having wielded weapons 
used by mortals. SivaVs weapon is the trident, vi$nu holds 
the discus and club, Balarama holds the plough, parasuraiaa has

✓
117 Dlkshitar, Op.Cit*., P.110.
118 Dlkshitar, Op*Cit., 213.91.
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the axe, Uiia carries bow, discus, noose, sword and other 
weapons, Yarna uses the dandaj and Indra the bolt. Lesser 
deities use those or other ordinary weapons. But sometimes 
mortals are endowed with superhuman powers of destruction.
They cast weapons backed by the power of a god. Thus there 
are as many weapons as there are gods, e.g. Pasupata, 
Brahmasirasa, Agneyastra, Kuberastram, Varnnastram, Rudrastrak, 
Gandharvastram, Suryastram, Miyastram, Adityahfdaya, Brahma- 
strain, Har%anastramw Yisnucakra, etc.119

Lastly, it should be mentioned that the Br. P.
1 -states that the panca^ana conch belonged to Sri krsqia, its 

sound was terrible and it was heavily garlanded (68.97), 
(59.75), (207.49) and that in the worship of lord krsna, the 
conch should be placed on the right side (61.41).

119 Date, Op.Cit., PP. 27-28.
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