CHAPTER-V

CARITA- LAGHU-KAVYAS OF MODERN PERIOD

The present chapter deals with some carita-laghv—kavyas composed
by the Sanskrit poets of modern period on the lives of some persons.
In the last chapter we have discussed about the khandakavyas which
are interesting and appreciable for many reasons. The survey made us
aware of the fact that there are some minor poems in the form of
caritakavyas which are not so far brought to light. The present

chapter is therefare devoted to this topic.
V.I Subodharama-caritam of Shrimati V.Balammul

Subodharamacaritam’ is composed by Shrimati V.Balammal. It is
divided into six kandas containing 251 verses. It is written in 1916
A.D. Srimati V.Balammal was born in Tamilnadu. Her father was
A.R. Vaidyanath. Her Sanskrit tutor was S.Kapnuswami Sastriyar.

The poem begins with:
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Followmg the tradition of ancient and modem poets, the poetess

begms her work with benediction. She prays to Raghuvzra in Arya

‘metre The Balakanda contains 49 verses. The poetess describes the

unhappmess of king Dasaratha of Ayodhya for bemg chxldlessness

llowm;D the advice of Rsyasrn;,d the kmg> l)asaratha performed

: putrakamest: As aresult, he got four sons Then the poem deals w1th ,

the childhood. of Rama, his study and other mcxdents hke the amvai

- of sage Visvamitra, killing of Subéhu and other demons by Rama,

breakmg of Lord Siva’s bow in the assembly of Jana <@ and marrlage

v of Rama and other brothers

_ The second kanda, Ayodhyakayda contams 36 verses. It starts w1th the
o preparatlon of the coronation of S’n Rama Manthara pollules the
R mmd of Kaikeyai. Following the ideas of Manthara? Kcukeya; ta;gets

to achieve two boons. Dasaratha keeps his words and her’twe
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conditions. Later on Rama has been ordered by his father to go to the
forest. Rama along with Sita and Laksmana depart from Ayodhya.
Dasaratha left his material’ body, Bharata came back to Ayodhya:
Bharatavildpa incident is described by her at the end of this kanda.

‘Bharata decided to reside in Nandigrama for "fourteen years, adopting

“the form of an ascetic.

The third kanda, Aranyakanda contains 43 verses. In this kﬁ;gcga, Shé‘
describes various incidents like, the meeting of Réﬁﬁa with
Slarbhanga, insult of Surpanakha by Laks;maga, forcible kidnapping of

Sita by Ravana in his disguising form, collecting the information .

“through Jatdyu about Sita and the meeting of Rama with Sabari.

The fourth kanda, Kiskindhakanda contains 29 verses. The poetess
begins this kanda with the beautiful description of Pampa Lake.
During the beautiful season of spring, Rama deeply feels the absencé .

of Sita. Rama’s meeting with Hanuman, Sugriva and others and their

discussion about the killing of Vali is described. Rama kills Vali. -~ ~

Sugr?va helps to find Sita with his army. Crossing the ocean by

Hanuman is also described in this kanda.

.At the beginning of the fifth kanda, Sundarakanda, the poetess

narrates the beauty of Lanka. In this kc”igda the meeting 'between:
Hanuman and Sita is described. The incidents like the burning of
Lanka by Hanuman and Sita’s sending the hairpin through Hanuman

etc., are narrated in this kdnda in 42 verses.
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The sixth kanda, Yuddhakanda describes Rama’s attack over Lanka
w1th the help of Sugriva’s army and hrs ministers who crossed the
ocean with the help of Nala and Nila by burldxng a bridge. Vibhisana
refuses to accept Ravana’s advice. Rdma, Laksmana and. other leaders
with their army kill lots of demons. Frnally, Rama kills Ravana. After
the coronatlon Vrbhrsana became the kmg of the Lanka Rama,
Laksmana and Slta along with his chlef warriors come . back to
Ayodhya. Rama meets Bharata and then the coronauons of Rama

take place Thrs kanda has 52 verses.

In Valmiki- Ramayana there are seven Kandas The poetess has

,ﬁmshed her work in six kandas. The content of the uttarakar;zda is not

descubed The story of Ramayana is summanzed and. only the

Ny 1mportant mcrdents are descrrbed The language i3 faultless The work

wnll be 1nterest1ng to the beginners, who have prrmary knowledge of

‘ Sansknt language The ‘language of this’ work is easy to. understand

The poetess uses Arya and Anusiup metres at the beglnnmg of each

kanda, whlch focuses the subject matter of that pamcular kanda She

avords long descrlp‘uons and long compounds The whole .poem is

:wrltten in Anustup metre The poem- is, not devoid of rasa At the
B beginning ¢ of the Kzs cmdhakanda Rama 1eaches at the bank of Pampa |
‘ Lake and i 1s 1rnpressed through the beauty of that reglon At that time,
he remembers hxs beloved wrfe Sita. The verse is a beautrﬁxl example
of Smgararasa (IV 1&2  When Hanuman observes Slta
’ Ashokavatzka her pmable condrtron is descrrbed Itisa good example .
| ' of karunarasa (V 15&16) At the battleﬁeld s the bravery of Rama is :

. descrrbed wrth the Verses which contam vu arasa. The poetess gets
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success in giving a real picture of Pampd. There is rare scope to give a
natural description in this poem because it is a Laghukavya. This
poetic work is admirable because, as a short poem the poetess tries to
fulfill all the characteristic of poem taking with such a large subject

matter in a short span.
V.II Laghurama-caritam of Y. Mahalinga Sastri

Laghurc}“miéaritam‘? is written by Y.Mahalinga Sastri in 1927 A.D.
This poem is very short. It is for the students who are having the
primary knowledge of Sanskrit language. It contains six kandas with
399 verses. The last kanda is civided again into three parts. Here, the
uttarakanda is not written in this work. The kandds are: Balakanda,
Ayodhyakanda, ~Arapyakinda,  Kishkindhakanda, —Sundarakanda,
Yuddhakanda.

The poem begins with
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The Bé?akanda consxsts of 71 verses. [t begms vuth the prayer of Lord

Rama. It deals w:th the unhappmess of demes about Ravana fs ‘cruelty.

" The Gods went to lord Hari to solve therr problern Han' consoles

them. That time Dagaratha performs the sacrxﬁce for gvttmg a son in .
presence of sage' ‘Rsyasinga. Then, the poet descrlbes the birth of
Rama and his brothers their education m Vahmkl S. Asaram Rama

and Laksmana klllmg the demons in Vlsvamxtra S Asaram Rama

_had broken the Slva s bow in the Janaka s court and marry w1th Srta

All these mcrdents are described in thlS kanda 5

‘The Ayodhy?:‘zk&"nda contains 53‘verses It ‘dea’»é with the preparation
.Rama ] coronatlon and Kaikai’s demand for ‘her two boons from
iDasaratha Rama follows the path of Dharma and xs ready to go to the
zforest to keep his father’s promise. Laksmana and Sita are also ready
j}to go with Rama. Bharata came . back: to Ayodhya and heanng the
Anews of Das’aratha s death, knew: about Rama s condition.; After the

funeral ceremony of his father he went to the forest t()* meet his

| jdearest elder brother for coming, back to home and to give back the
‘whole Empire. Rama did not agree w1thBhareta s suggestion because

_-they obey the order of their father. Bhérara- also agreed with“th‘e
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decision of his elder biother because if Rama returns home without

“‘Vanvasb(h’, their father’s prestige will vanish. So, Bharata took

Rama’s Pddukd as a symbol of the Emperor. After coming back to
Ayodhya Bharata decided to live in a small hut, at the “Nandlgrama
which was out of Ayodhya.

The third canto Aramyakanda consist 46 verses. It deals with the
matter of the meeting between 1ama and sages who weré residing in
the forest Surpanakha enters in the forest and saw Laksmana and falls

in the love of him. Laksmana msulted her. As a result, she went to her .

‘brother’s home and complained. At the absence of Laksmana and

Rama Ravana kidnaps Sita. Jatayu provides mformatxon about Sita.
This canto is completed with the meeting between Rama and Sabari

who was the great devotee of Rama.

The forth canto Kigkiﬁdh&ké’rgq’a contains 25 verses. The Su/;z;darkd'igcfa

‘has 43 verses. The meeting with a Hanuman and then Sugriva is .

described here. Hanuman crossed the ocean fof getting the news of
Sita. He burnt Lanka and came back to his certain pi'ace. The
Yuddhachfggla is divided in three parts. The first part has 30 \ierses; the
second has 98 verses and third has 33 verses. The first part of the

'.AYuddhaké'r.l(.ia provides the details about Rama’s army and; cross the :»'E)

ocean with the help of Nala and Nila. Vibhigana tries o advise
Ravana with his useless efforts and then meets Rama. In the second
part Rama sends Angada as the messenger to the court of Ravana for
preventing the battle. Ravana does not agree with this proposal. Then,

the battle takes place. Ravana 10st his sans like Devantaka, Narantaka,
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and others. Leksmana became unconscious because of the weapon of
Indrajit. The medicine is taken by Hanuman. He got awareness.

Finally, Indrajit is killed by laksmana and Réama killed Ravana too.

In third part, the coronation of Vibhisana has taken place Agnipariksa

“of Sita is performed in the Lanka. Then, Rama, Laksmana, Sita and

the ministers came back to Ayodhya. The pneni is finished with the |

"coronation of Rama. The entire poem is ‘vritten in the Anustubh
metre. For the beginners it is. the best book, which provides primary .~ - -
:‘ma;terial. When the noet gets the scope; he uses Alamkaras like ‘
Utpreksa (1-20), Upama (1-28), Sahokti (1-56), Arthantaranyasa (6= -
18) etc. The sentiments like Spngdra (5-19&20), Karuna (5-11), . .
. Raudra (5-35&36) and others are found in this poem. The language of |

this work is faultless and easy.

V.III Sfrikl_'s‘qa-caritam of K.N.Damodar Sharma

/- o
Srik,rqayacaritam3 is written by K.N.Damodar Sharma in 1954 A.D.at =~

Trivendrum. It is a balakavya which is the based on Krsna’s
childhood up to marriage. It consists of 158 verses. Sri K.N.Dcfimodar
Sharma was a professor of Trivandrum University. His prec_’eptor’s' (
name was Sridhara Sharma. We have not much personal information
about the poet and his works.

The poem ends with
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The poet begins this poem with the prayer of Sarasvati, his preceptor
and his family God. Then, he describes the main theme. The earth
went to lord Hari and talked about her pitiful condition due to the
burden of demons like Kamsa. Gods provide the consolation then, for
the welfare of people. He was born in Mathura in prison in which
Devaki and Vasudeva reside. Vasudeva transfers balagopala to

Gokul, his friend Nanda’s abode.

The poet describes the sports of S’riﬁkl‘*%;x}a in Gokul. He killed many
demons like Putna, Aghasura, Bakasura, and others, who were sent by
Kamsa for killing him. He was bound by Kilindga in Yamuna and
performed Rasalila in the bank of the river Yamuna. The poem reveals
that Karhsa was killed by the lord Krsna and thereafter krsna went to
the hermitage of Sandipani for his education. At last, the poem is
finished with the Krsna’s marriage with Rukmaxﬁf The poet indicates
the names of other wives of Krsna Satyabhama, Ja?nbavanti,s %hadri,
Kalindi, Satya, Laksmana and Mitravinda. The style employed in this
composition which is lucid and simple with brief and impressive
description. It is a very short poem. The whole poem is written in

Anustup metre.

V.IV Sarvadanandayatindra-caritam of Medhavrata

Sarvadanandayatindra-caritum® is another work of Medhavrat. This
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poem gives the life account of the saint Swami Sarvadananda in 55
verses. It is published in monthly Magazine Sarvadananda in 1996

A.D.
V.V Visvakarmadbhuta-carita of Medhavrat

Visvakarmadbhuta-carita’ deals with the noble works of vice-
chancellor Dr. Bhailal. The other tile of this work is Upakulapati Dr.
Sri Bhailal Karma Kausala Satakam. It consists of 122 verses. It was
published by Gurukul Patrika in June and August 1963.

v . ~ ¥ :
Jnanendracarita and Carucaritamyutamare unpublished works of

Medhavrat.

V.VI Puranjaya Caritam of Chintamani Desamukha

Puranjayacaritam® has only seven verses on mythological subject. It
is written by Chintamani Desamukh. The poem is included in his

Sanskrit Kavya — Malikd in 1968.
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Puranjaya-caritam is a translated poem, sulfering the great troubles
through demons, deities were worried in Tretayuga. So they went to
Damodara’s abode, and prayed there. After their prayer, Damodar
consulted them to fulfil their desires. He talked totake the support of
king Puranjaya who is born with his part. So with help of him, they
will achieve their desired goal. Then, all gods meet Puranjaya and
talked the need of his help. Puranjaya also helped them. The poem is

insignificant.

V.Vl S&tadhanu-caritam of Chintamani Dwarkanatha

Desamukh

/
Satadhanu catirtam’ is  written by Chintamani Dwarkanatha
Desamukh in 1963. It is a translated poem from on mythological

subject — matter.
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Cintamani Desamukha was a profound scholar in Marathi, English
and Sanskrit literature. By Profession, he has joined the Reserve Bank
of India, become Deputy Government officer in 1941 and then,
Governor in 1948. During 1955 and 1956, he was a member of the

Parliament.

In the Sanskrit Kavya-malika the poet has included thirty short poems.
There are the translations, nineteen of them are from English poems
and most important one is about hundred sayings of Mahatma Gandhi.

I are translated

V.VIII Zandaramasya-caritam of VidyadharDhamana

Zandaramasya-caritam® is written by Vidyadhara Dhasmana. This
poem is written in the book named Muktaka-Manjaram in 1981. The
poet composed 34 poems in this book like mamamitram, yachana,
deshpremi and others. In this poem he depicts the politics, satire on

leaders, the name of political leader is Zandarama.

The poem begins with
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‘and ends with

S0 Ig I3 T FAUfG g ag quthy wefig 7 swisfy afeq |
U8 @ qad w9 o e v geeitE: 1ol

7w T ot ifee g A e el it | o
enfiyen A e wifaet: wand wyort 7 q 2w 120

‘ILIIe was a gamblef He got three hundred rupees in ga‘mbliog Then?‘he '

- starts to sale eating Ieaves in mlddle of market. Gettmg some money

from his busmess he, agam played ;,amblmg with hxs fnends at mght

One daythe congress ‘leader meets and discusses about how Brmshers

,wxll go back from the country, the Brmsh govemment caught leaders. -
a long with Zandarama and sent them to pI‘lSO[’l Zandarama passed

Vthree months in the prlson and then wnth the support ¢ of lndlan people

al} leaders re}eased from prison. -After he started to wear a whxte i

‘ cotton cloth.and became a leader. Every time he talked about hIS.

trouble whxch was suffered in pnson This speech is only . a’

Brahmastra for him to capture the mmds of people after mdependence .

of Indla He. always engages to earn money from people His mind is

. polluted like p01son and intellect is also pollu‘ed He builds hIS

character as selfish leaders. The poet uses Anustup. metre from 1 to 19

verses and Upajatt metre for last two verses.
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V.IX Bhaktakanva Caritam of Ramarupa Pathak

Bhakz‘akapva-caritamg is written by Ramarupa Pathak in 1995. It is a

sor: poem and has 30 verses. This poem is included in Ci’trakc‘z’vya
kautukam.

The poem begins with
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and ends with
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The poem contains the story of the great devotee of Siva who is Bhila
king Kanva. One day Kagva falls down when he goes to Siva’s temple
and he lost his eyesight. He tries to stop blood and cure his eyes with
herbal medicines but he can’t achieve success in his task. At last, he
requests to lord Siva with prayer to cure his eyes. Hearing, the prayer
of him, Siva releases and appeases him and gives back his eyes. The
lord Siva resides there for welfare of his devotees as a linga form.
This place is known as Srikalahatiswara on the bank of Svarnamukhi

river. This linga is well known as Vayulinga on the earth.

The poem deals with the devotional capacity of the true devotee.
Here, poet uses Salini, Varsastha and other metres. Its language is

not easy to understand. The poet uses long compounds.
V.X Ekalinga-caritam of Ramarupa Pathak

Ekalingacaritam'” is written by Ramarupa Pathak in 1995. This poem
is included in Citrakavya-kautukam. It contains only six verses. The
poem deals with the story of Bappa’s life, who was the great devotee
of lord Siva. He was a king of Mewad, Rajasthan. The poem starts
with the birth of Bappa. He lost his father before his birth. So, his
mother with the help of one Brahmin family nourished him. One day,
Bappa saw a linga that has four mouths. For his extreme devotion
towards linga, he was offered a boon by a yogi. As a result, he

received back his kingdom Mewad soon with the grace of lord Siva.

193



V.XI Renukacarya-caritam of Pandit Ramarupa Pathak

Renukacarya caritam'’ is written by Pandit Ramarupa Pathak in 1995.
It depicts the story of Renukacarya. This poem only of sixteen verses
is included in Citrakavya-kautukam.

The poem begins with

EEAEEIR RN TRl
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and ends with

rprTeTETe HfiEEgi faee gita @ |
TSR gARREETEE 9 11240 P.123
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Renukacarya is a devotee of lord Siva. He was a yogi ‘who wore
rudraksa as his ornament. He wants to renovate the temple of lord
Siva, which was built by Ravana. He and his disciples gai’ye complete
new shape to the temple. Because of this pious work lord Siva pleased

on Renukacarya.
V.XII Dharmagupta-caritam of Ramapura Pathak

Dharmagupta-caritam” is composed by Ramapura Pathak in 1995

A.D. It has 39 verses. This poem is also included in Citrakavya-
kautukam. |

L
V.XIII Sri Rama-caritam of Ramapura Pathak

.S‘rfréz‘ma—caritam” is written by the Ramapura Pathaka in 1995. It is

an incomplete poem. This poem is included in Citrakavya- kautukam.
The poem begins with
W Wi
e faes gleem )
aroft 7e1 7 T Eed Fd

Ry wwa wgmy 113 P.123
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and ends with
T T gRfhegare o i g Fe |
4 e fidETeR ety e T I sl P.126
T T T, A et T | )
g@mw mﬂsﬁiﬂgﬂﬁ:‘nén P.126

 The ﬁrst canto has 27 verses and the second canto has 8 Verses. There

are only 35 verses. The first canto is cal]ed Raghunanda
Balasobhavarnanam. It begins with the prayer of Rama. Then the. poet
describes Rama’s birth, his valorious deeds for the welfare of RlS
Rama and Laksmana s departure for the forest. The second: canto
deals with Rama s deeds like killing of Tataka, the penance grove of
Muni szvamxtra protecting the sacrifice through Marich and his -

other compamons who created the disturbance in . the mtual

~ performance of sages.

- ] a
V.XIV'S’rimahazté_'b;caritam of Srisundararaja

Srz Mahatabacarztam 1

is written by Srlsundararaja a Retd. IAS
officer. He is a profound scholar of Sanskrit literature and has good

command over Sanskrlt language. Though the poem contains only 17

~ verses is very effective. The poet dedicated this poem to the great

freedom fighter Mahatab on his silver jubilee function. It is ‘publfshed:
in the Lokabhasdsusri, August 2000.
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The poem begins with

Sograarierfe @ == d FuT A |
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and ends with

T2 ‘“ninsifeit f sfaEr > SEIGERCIES LIt
e wEfoad @ 3 wfeEdmEa: WO IEN

sfifiesmiooeran gEifagmrgety S |
FqiaErafEeE T fErlssemEaE: el

The poet sterts his poem by saluting all the leaders who had actively
taken part in the freedom movement. He was born on 21st Nov.1900
AD. He cbmpleted his collage education in Cuttack, Orissa. His wife
Subhadra had actively taken part in the freedom mcvement. Mahatab
was caught by Britishers many times and imprisoned with Sardara

Patel, Jawaharlal and others.

He published weekly magazine to encoirage the people to fight

I-—
against British goyernment. After the independence of India, Sardara -
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Patel and Mahatab worked hard to make India. united. ‘Mahatab
becomes the Central Minister and a governor of Mumbai. For his
special love for Orissa people Mahatab becomes the Chief Minister ef

Orissa and worked hard for their progress. He was offered vvith‘

- doctorate degree from Andhra Univefsity for his work Gavesana. In

this short peem of various metres like Aﬁusz‘upa Upaj&ti Indravajr&'

‘and Vasantatzlaka he focuses on the major mcxdents which are

connected w1th Mahatab’s life. He successfu Iy narrates the whole life |

| of the popular hero in a very simple and Iucxd language

" .
: . i i
'

V.XV S’rﬁ'amyamu k.ha-gal.xes'a-'cari'taim of Sadasiva l’rahei'a ja

. 641‘1’—111"7‘7’1}:cnr'nu}’chw‘j g‘anes’dcaritdml it composed'by Sad'asiva Praharaja‘
; recently m 2005 It is divided mto two parts Pz athamadasakam and
L sztzya dasakam It has 21 verses:in Upajatz metre The first part has

|
ten verses and the second has twenty one verses The second volume

‘

_contains Lwo canla kavyas in Rama and Krsna compose by Sri

Prahaaja Srzrama -caritam contains 730 verses and Srzkrsna caritam

contams 437 verses (See the back side of the Stutzmahka) 16.

b
+ The poem beginé with

Wﬁ&ﬂwwﬁm:@@?%ml
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' ::and ends with
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In the foregomg pages we surveyed the Zaghiakb’v;lzc?zs writte’n on the

o ';persons belongmg to different categorles It was known that there are
‘@ onl Y few poems on the characters and they are perhaps wrltten on

L ,some partrcular occasrons It is also- known that the mrnor poets who

. .are not capable of composmg great poems or eprcs or khandakavyas'

have attempted to make. such composrtrons by way!of wrrtmg some
: .

_’verses on the sages or leaders or demes for whom they have some

love or respect or devotron The poems grven in the above pages are
not srgmﬁcant as they are nerther aesthetleally good‘ nor artlstlcally

well: desxgned They are not also comprchensrve and do not. give the

: ' detalls about any person. It s therefore conﬁnned|that the: composers :
- (of such poems add little to the glorlous tradmon of the carztakavyas

that rs contmumg in Sanskrlt hterature
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