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pass by that view which is disposed to regard the whole of the Virat Parvan itself
- as a big interpolation in the midst of the M.Bh. such an issue if at all it can be raised
can be raised only when we are dealing with the growth and the formation of the
M.Bh. itself; and before it can be urged, it will have to be satisfactorily established
that the original nucleus of the Bharat story contained no trace of any of the inci-
dents described in this parvan. This view alas orignally started by Holtzmann (Das
MahaBartata, 1893. 11, 98 ) and amplified by Hopkins (Great Epic of India, 1902,
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or even as a woman with the head of a cow."**¥
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The pot of the sun has a double motif : 1) the sun and 2) the pot. Both are

indicative of procreation and fertility, and obtain even elsewhere. Thus one of the
ancient symbols of the godess of fertility(called the milkgoddess) in Maxico was
the pot. The pot was at once the "primeval deep" from which many wonderful
things are created (and may be compared with the churning legend), and the inex-
haustible womb of nature.**?
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The relationship of the rains with the sun is explicit in certain Vedic hymns
(Rg.v.1.22.6.; 1.62.52,; vii 96.5; vii. 47.2; x.30.3). The concept of the rains being that
of "ghrtasya dharah" (which are streams of rain) is based not only on the belief that
they come from the cloud where they are boiled or heated(pancyamana) by the
mid-air agni but also that they are associated with the sun. The idea is that the earth
can be fructified because the rain-waters are seeded with the solar energy. The sun
who is the heavenly bird is said to be the source(garbha) of plants, and in the same
context he is said to be the sarasvan pacifyihg the earth with rains.(Rg.v. 1.164.52).
Indra is invoked as the sun and the latter is said to be the sprinkler of the seed. The
sun as the aditya is also the prsni, i.e. the spraying one. (Rg.v. 47.6). The idea that
sacrificial praise of the sun would cause the rains was deeply rooted in the minds
of the people in the days of the Mahabharata."**°
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