
 

iv 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

First and foremost, my greatest gratitude goes to the Almighty God for the gift of life, 

strength, and health to complete this study. I am eternally grateful to the almighty God 

for this incredible journey. 

Completing my PhD thesis has been a transformative journey, and I am deeply 

grateful to all those who have supported me. I would like to express my heartfelt 

gratitude to my supervisor, Prof. Karanam Pushpanadham, whose guidance, expertise, 

and encouragement were invaluable throughout this process. Your unwavering belief 

in my abilities and constructive feedback pushed me to reach new heights in my 

research. Thank you for your patience and always being available to discuss ideas, 

challenges, and solutions. 

I would also like to extend my appreciation to the Dean and Head of the 

Faculty of Education and Psychology, Prof. Ashutosh Biswal, Prof. Sujata Srivastava, 

Prof. Satish Patark, and all senior members of the Faculty of Education and 

Psychology, the Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda for their insightful 

comments and suggestions through various means that significantly enriched my 

work. Your diverse perspectives and constructive critiques helped refine my research 

and sharpen my analytical skills.  

A special mention and appreciation to Prof. Christopher. Okpoti (University of 

Education, Winneba, Ghana), Prof. Jones Apau (University of Education, Winneba, 

Ghana), Dr Kofi Nkonkonya Mpuangnan (University of Zululand, South Africa), 

Prof. Sunila Thomas (Titus II Teachers College, Tiruvalla, India) and Prof. Nilratan 

Roy (Tezpur University, India) for taking time off their busy schedule to review and 

provide insightful inputs towards the validation of the tools of my PhD thesis. A 

Special thank you to Prof. Danish Patel, Director of the Office of International Affairs 

(OIA), for his support and advice throughout my stay in India and towards my 

academic work.  

A special thanks go to my colleagues and friends in the Faculty of Education 

and Psychology, Department of Education, the Maharaja Sayajiaro University of 

Education. The camaraderie we shared made the long hours of research and writing 

much more enjoyable. I am grateful for the engaging conversations, teamwork, and 



 

v 
 

many joyful moments that have brought light to our days. Each of you was vital in 

creating an inspiring atmosphere that nurtured creativity and intellectual development. 

I would also like to acknowledge the financial support from the Indian Council 

of Cultural Relations (ICCR), which made this research possible. Your investment in 

my education allowed me to focus on my studies without the burden of financial 

stress. Additionally, I am grateful for the resources provided by The Maharaja 

Sayajirao Unversity of Baroda, which facilitated my research endeavours and 

enhanced my learning experience. 

Finally, I want to express my deepest gratitude to my family and friends for 

their unwavering support and encouragement. To my parents, Mr and Mrs Ennin, 

thank you for instilling a love for learning and always believing in my potential. I 

could not have accomplished this without the upbringing you gave me, and I am 

forever thankful for your presence in my life. 

 

 

Thank you to all. 

 

Francis Ennin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


