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Chapter 8  
Chronological Arrangement of  
Chamba Painting (1650—1750) 

 
 

1. Portrait of Raja Balabhadra 

Varmana of Chamba  

(r. 1589—1613/1623—41) 

Attended by his son Bishambar 

 

 c. 1630 

 Style ‘A’ 

2. Narasimha Avatara of Vishnu, 

from a Dasavatara Set 

 

 c. 1630-40 

 Style ‘D’ 

3. ‘Bharat Kala Bhawan’ 

Dasavatara Set 

 

 c. 1635-40 

 Style ‘C’ 
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4. Posthumous Portrait of Raja 

Janardan Varmana of Chamba 

Praying at a Devi Shrine 

 

 c. 1645 

 Style ‘E’ 

 

5. 

 

Shah Jahan receives falcon 

from Raja Prithvi Singh of 

Chamba (r. 1641—64) 

 

 c. 1650 

 Style ‘F’ 

 

6. 

 

Krishna Lifting Mount 

Govardhana 

 

c. 1650 

Style ‘E’ 
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7. Devi Enthroned 

 

 c. 1650 

 Style ‘E’ 

 

8. 

 

Posthumous portrait of Akbar 

holding a falcon 

 

 c. 1655-60 

 Style ‘A’ 

 

9. 

 

Jharokha portrait of Raja 

Prithvi Singh of Chamba (r. 

1641—64) 

 

c. 1660-64 

Style ‘G’ 
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10. ‘Bathu’ Set 

 

 c. 1665 

 Style ‘C’ 

 

11. 

 

Ragamala Set 

 

 c. 1670 

 Style ‘A’ 

 

12. 

 

Saptarishi, the Seven 

Sages 

 

 

 

 c. 1680 

 Style ‘G’ 
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13. 

 

Raja Chattar Singh in the 

company of his Seven 

Brothers 

 

c. 1680 

Style ‘A’ 

 

14. 

 

Raja Chattar Singh 

Praying at a Rama Shrine 

 

c. 1680 

Style ‘A’ 

 

15. 

 

Raja Chattar Singh of 

Chamba (r. 1664—90) 

Pouring Wine from a 

Decanter 

 

c. 1680 

Style ‘A’/’B’ 

 

16. 

 

Dasavatara Set 

 

 c. 1680 

 Style ‘G’ 
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17. 

 

A Bhagavata Purana Set 

 

c. 1680 

Style ‘A’ 

 

18. 

 

Descent of the Ganges 

 

c. 1680 

Style ‘G’ 

 

19. 

 

A Ragamala Set 

 

c. 1680 

Style ‘A’ 

 

20. 

 

Raja Raj Singh of Guler (r. 

1675-95) Smoking a 

Hookah 

 

 c. 1685 

 Style ‘F’ 
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21. 

 

A Ragamala Set 

 

c. 1685-90 

Style ‘E’ 

 

22. 

 

Vishnu on Ananta, the 

Endless Serpent 

 

c. 1690 

Style ‘C’ 

 

23. 

 

The Great Goddess Durga 

Riding Her Lion 

 

c. 1690 

Style ‘A’ 
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24. 

 

A Svapna Darpana 

Manuscript 

 

 c. 1690 

 Style ‘A’ 

 

25. 

 

A Parijata Harana Set 

 

c. 1690 

Style ‘A’ 

 

26. 

 

A Dasavatara Set 

 

c. 1690 

Style ‘D’ 

 

27. 

 

A Dasavatara Set 

 

c. 1690 

Style ‘C’ 
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28. A Bhagavata Purana Set 

 

 c. 1690 

 Style ‘A’ 

 

29. 

 

A Ragamala Set 

 

c. 1690 

Style ‘D’ 

 

30. 

 

A Ragamala Set 

 

c. 1690 

Style ‘G’ 

 

31. 

 

‘Horizontal’ Bhagavata 

Purana Set 

 

c. 1690 

Style ‘G’ 
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32. Raja Chattar Singh of 

Chamba Smoking a 

Hookah 

 

 c. 1690 

 Style ‘C’ 

 

33. 

 

Posthumous portrait of 

Raja Chattar Singh (r. 

1664-90) Wazir and Mian 

Jai Singh  

 

c. 1696 

Style ‘D’ 

 

34. 

 

Raja Udai Singh (r. 

1690—1720) Smoking a 

Hookah 

 

c. 1700 

Style ‘G’ 

 

35. 

 

A Dasavatara Set 

 

c. 1700 

Style ‘H’ 
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36. 

 

A Dasavatara Set 

 

 c. 1700 

 Style ‘G’ 

 

37. 

 

A Ragamala Set 

 

c. 1700 

Style ‘G’ 

 

38. 

 

A Dasavatara Set 

 

c. 1700-20  

Style ‘G’ 

 

39. 

 

A Set of Deities 

 

c. 1700 

Style ‘D’ 
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40. 

 

A Ragamala Set 

 

 c. 1710-20 

 Style ‘D’ 

 

41. 

 

Raja Udai Singh (r. 

1690—1720) Smoking a 

Hookah 

 

c. 1710 

Style ‘G’ 

 

42. 

 

Raja Udai Singh Pouring 

Wine from a Decanter 

 

c. 1720  

Style ‘E’ 

 

43. 

 

Raja Udai Singh Holding a 

Falcon 

 

c. 1720 

Style ‘D’ 
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44. 

 

‘Vertical’ Bhagavata 

Purana 

 

 c. 1720 

 Style ‘G’ 

 

45. 

 

Descent of the Ganges 

 

c. 1720 

Style ‘B’ 

 

46. 

 

A Dasavatara Set 

 

c. 1720  

Style ‘G’ 

 

47. 

 

Ordeal by Liquor 

 

c. 1720 

Style ‘F’ 
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48. 

 

‘Latifi’ Ragamala Set 

 

 c. 1720-30 

 Style ‘D’/’E’ 

 

49. 

 

A Ragamala Drawings Set 

 

c. 1720-30 

Style ‘G’ 

 

50. 

 

A Ramayana Drawings Set 

 

c. 1725-50  

Style ‘D’ 

 

51. 

 

Set of Astral Figures 

 

c. 1725-50 

Style ‘D’ 

 Attributed to Mahesh 
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52. 

 

Murals of the Shakti 

Dehra Temple 

 

 c. 1725 

 Style ‘C’ 

 

53. 

 

Raja Ugar Singh with 

Two Consorts 

 

c. 1730 

Jammu Style at Chamba 

 

54. 

 

A Dasavatara Set 

 

c. 1730  

Style ‘G’ 

 

55. 

 

Dana-Lila: Taking of the 

Toll 

 

c. 1730-40 

Style ‘G’ 
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56. 

 

A Ragamala Set 

 

 c. 1740 

 Style ‘D’ 

 

57. 

 

Portrait of Raja Ugar 

Singh (r. 1720—35) 

 

c. 1735 

Style ‘D’ 

 Attributed to Laharu 

 

58. 

 

A Dasavatara Set 

 

c. 1740 

Style ‘D’ 

 

59. 

 

Dana-Lila: Taking of the 

Toll 

 

c. 1740 

Style ‘G’ 
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60. 

 

A Ragamala Set 

 

 c. 1740 

 Style ‘E’ 

 

61. 

 

A Ragamala Set 

 

c. 1740-50 

Style ‘E’ 

  

 

62. 

 

A Ragamala Set 

 

c. 1740 

Style ‘E’ 

 

63. 

 

A Ragamala Set 

 

c. 1740 

Style ‘E’ 
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64. 

 

Raja Umed Singh (r. 

1748—64) Smoking a 

Hookah 

 

 c. 1750 

 Style ‘D’ 

 

65. 

 

Mian Shamsher Singh 

Smoking a Hookah 

 

c. 1750 

Style ‘D’ 

 Attributed to Laharu 

  

 

66. 

 

Posthumous Portrait of 

Raja Chattar Singh (r. 

1664—90) 

 

c. 1750 

Style ‘D’ 

 

67. 

 

A Dasavatara Set 

 

c. 1750-60 

Style ‘D’ 
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68. 

 

A Dasavatara 

Manuscript 

 

 c. 1750-60 

 Style ‘D’ 

 Attributed to Laharu 

 

69. 

 

Dana-Lila: Taking of 

the Toll 

 

c. 1750-60 

Style ‘D’ in the 

influence of a Guler 

painter 

  

 

70. 

 

Murals of the Devi-

Kothi Temple 

 

 Dated 1754 

 Style ‘E’ 

 Signed Jhanda and 

Gurdev 

  

 

71. 

 

 

Durga Saptashati 

Manuscript 

c. 1755-60 

 

Style ‘D’ 

Attributed to Laharu 
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72. ‘Laharu’ Bhagavata 

Purana Set 

 

dated 1757 

Style ‘D’ 

 Assigned to Laharu 

  

 

 

73. 

 

A Ramayana 

Manuscript 

 

 c. 1760-65 

 Style ‘D’ 

 Attributed to Laharu 

 

74. 

 

‘Small’ Laharu 

Ramayana 

 

c. 1760-65 

Attributed to Laharu 

  

 

75. 

 

A Dasavatara Set 

 

c. 1760 

Style ‘D’ 

  

  



393 
 

76. Berlin Ragamala Set 

 

c. 1760 

Style ‘E’ 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  


