ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First and foremost, | thank my guide Prof. Sushmita Sen, and the Head of the department, for
accepting me as a researcher under her. 1 am deeply indebted to her for accepting me under her
guidance. She has been a source of inspiration, and a mother figure throughout the research
work. She has been a passionate scholar with sound knowledge; all of this was to my advantage
while discussing any subject or aspect of this thesis. This work would not have been completed

without her encouragement, perseverance, and support.

I am thankful to the Department of Archaeology and Ancient History, The Maharaja Sayajirao
University of Baroda, Gujarat, and its staff, who had been very cooperative. | would also like
to thank the faculties of the Department of Archaeology and Ancient History Prof. K. Krishnan,
Prof. P. Ajith prasad, Dr. Urmi Ghosh Biswas, Dr. VVrushab Mahesh, Shri. Prathapchandran S
and Dr. Yogesh Prabhudesai, (Deccan College) for their constant support. | am totally grateful

to the Librarian t and other staffs of the Department of Archaeology and Ancient History.

I am thankful to the Archaeological Survey of India specially Superintending Archaeologist
Dr. Gunjan Kumar Srivastava (Excavation Branch-11, New Delhi), Dr. Madhulika Samanta
(Director, NMMA), Dr. Sarjun Prasad (Assisting Superintending Archaeologist, Central
Antiquity Collection Section, Purana Qila, New Delhi) and all other members and staff for
giving me permission to access its excavated materials at the site and in the store, allowing me

to use some of their photographs, plans and use their infrastructure during the field work.

| have been fortunate to receive generous and warm support from the staff and colleagues at
Mathura Museum (Mathura), National Museum (New Delhi), Indian Museum, Asutosh
Museum (Kolkata), Bihar Museum (Patna), Vidisha Museum (Vidisha), Gujari Mahal Museum
(Gwalior), Centre for Art and Archaeology, American Institute of Indian Studies (Gurugram),

Allahabad Museum (Prayagraj) and Central Antiquity Collection Section, Purana Qila (New



Delhi) for allowing me to access the material and the images for my research. I am deeply

thankful for their assistance and support.

| gratefully acknowledge Centre for Policy Research and Governance- Indian Knowledge
System (CPRG-IKS) for providing me with Small Study Research Grant which supported me
in undertaking ethnographic surveys to understand several dimensions of Yaksa cult in the area

under investigation.

| am greatly beholden to my friends Abhishek Roy, Aditya Singh, Pallabi Bagchi, Ven.
Okekahta, Neelima Vasudevan, Akash Pandey, Nisha Arya, Sagorika Chakraborty and
Shivalika Khopkar, helped me every now and then when | was on the verge of completion of
my work. The moments of frustration and fun which I have shared with them will remain with

me throughout my life.

| cannot put into words my gratitude to my parents, Mr. Sadananda Mukhopadhyay and Mrs.
Rekha Mukhopadhyay who not only encouraged me to go forward with my research work but
also made it a point to see that | do not get distracted from my objective. Despite their busy
schedule, they accompanied me on my field trips, helped, cooperated in all possible ways to
see my research work completed. | wish to thank my brother Kaushik Mukherjee, whose

support and optimism helped me finally reach the successful end of the journey.

| am also thankful to all the scholars, researchers, authors whose works/photographs have been
quoted/ used in this research work. If | have left anyone out, | sincerely apologize, but know

that my thanks go out to you as well.

Pratishtha Mukherjee



