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This thesis is dedicated to the dignity of the Deaf, who, to this day, are often unjustly
referred to as "dumb." It is a humble attempt to uphold and maintain their dignity. We

believe in humanity and service for humankind, and this work is a reflection of those
beliefs.

The thesis is a journey, with halts at Deaf institutes across eight states: Kerala,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Odisha, Rajasthan, Delhi, and Madhya Pradesh.
Such a pan-India research project would not have been possible without the Pilot of
this Journey—my Guru, Professor Anjali

Pahad.
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On a personal note, I lost my mother before embarking on this PhD journey, but I
found a mother in my Guru. She became my Guru Maa, embodying valor and
strength, as she fought and survived cancer during this very journey. Even during her
chemotherapy sessions, she was always there for me. She is a woman of immense

humility, and it is her teaching of humility that forms an integral part of this study.

This thesis is of the Deaf, for the Deaf, and about the Deaf.

We are deeply grateful to the students, teaching, and non-teaching staff of the
following institutions for their invaluable support:

- National Institute of Speech & Hearing (NISH), Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

- School & Centre of Hearing Handicapped Children (SCHHC), Shillong, Meghalaya




- Deaf Biblical Ministry, Dimapur, Nagaland
- Government Deaf & Mute School, Imphal, Manipur

- Special Industrial Training Institute for PwDs, Jatni, Odisha

- Government Deaf College, Jaipur, Rajasthan

- Indian Sign Language Research & Training Centre (ISLRTC), Delhi
- Indore Bilingual Academy for Deaf (IDBA), Indore, Madhya Pradesh

I also extend my gratitude to my alma mater, the Ali Yavar Jung National Institute
of Speech and Hearing Disabilities (AYJNISHD), Mumbai and Odisha, and the
dignitaries of the Meghalaya Deaf Association, Manipur Deaf Association, and

Odisha Deaf Association.

Many individuals played a crucial role in making this pan-India research possible. In
Kerala, I was hosted by Deaf Jismon Raju and his family, whom I initially connected
with via social media. At the National Institute of Speech & Hearing (NISH), Ms.
Shanthi PS, under whom I did my internship, and her superior, Ms. Raji Gopal,

helped facilitate the research.

In Shillong, Dr. Mellias Wallang helped me obtain permission and introduced me to
Smt. Pyntngenlang Fancon, the principal of SCCHC, who not only provided the
space to conduct research but also contributed to the design of the module. I am
deeply thankful to Ms. Amongla Ao of the Deaf Biblical Ministry in Dimapur,
Nagaland, and Mr. Zakir of the Manipur Deaf Association for their support.

A special thanks to Dr. Mathew Martin, my mentor from AYJNISHD, who helped
me throughout this journey. He was the one who planted the idea of pursuing a PhD
back in 2012, and here we are in 2024—thank you, Dr. Martin. | also express my
gratitude to Mr. BK Dash of the regional center of AYJNISHD, who arranged my
stay in Odisha and continuously supported me in carrying out this research.

In Rajasthan, Ms. Rashim Sodani, an alumna of AYJNISHD and a sign language
interpreter, was instrumental in helping me conduct research in Jaipur. She not only
provided a place to stay but also assisted in the design and development of the
module. In Delhi, Assistant Professor Rakesh Kumar from ISLRTC, also an
AYJINISHD alumnus, extended his help. I would also like to thank Ms. Monica




Punjabi and Mr. Gaurav Verma of the Indore Bilingual Academy for Deaf, where |

conducted the final experiments.

We are truly humbled by the participation of the Deaf community. I am especially
thankful to the staff and students of our department of Extension & Communication. I
would like to express my gratitude to Dr. Avani Maniar, Head of the Department of
Extension & Communication, and Assistant Professor Dr. Varsha Parikh, whose

motivation and critical feedback during departmental seminars enriched my work.

A special mention to Mr. Shardul Acharya for his significant statistics that never
goes wrong and Mr Yogesh Patel for his DTP skill to helped me put all my study

together into a thesis.
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our scholar family, who helped me put all my research together into this book form.
Fellow scholars, Ms. Amenabanu Sayed, Mr. Mahesh Shelke, Mr Bittu Kumar
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On a personal note, I also extend my deepest gratitude to my brothers and sister-in-
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throughout this journey.
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