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PREFACE

The rumble of iron wheels, the whistle's shrill cry, and the rhythmic chug of locomotives -
railways, a symbol of progress and transformation, have left an indelible mark on the literary
landscape of Bengal. In this thesis, titled "Representations of Railways in Literary Traditions of
Bengal: 1854-1947," 1 embark on a journey through the rich tapestry of Bengali literature to
explore the multifaceted portrayals of railways from the mid-19th to the mid-20th century.

Railways arrived in Bengal in 1854, heralding a new era of connectivity and modernity. Yet,
beyond their physical presence, railways became a potent metaphor in Bengali literature,
symbolising not only technological advancement but also social changes, cultural encounters, and
ecological impacts. This thesis delves into the diverse ways in which railways were depicted,
interpreted, and critiqued by Bengali writers across different genres, including novels, short

stories, poems, and essays.

Drawing upon a wide array of literary texts, archival materials, and historical sources, this study
seeks to unravel the complex interplay between railways and Bengali society, highlighting their
role in shaping perceptions, ideologies, and identities. Through meticulous analysis and
contextualization, I aim to illuminate the evolving representations of railways in Bengal's literary

imagination, shedding light on the intersections of literature, history, and culture.

As we embark on this intellectual voyage, I express my gratitude to the scholars, writers, and
researchers whose works have paved the way for this study. I also extend my heartfelt appreciation
to my mentors, colleagues, and loved ones for their unwavering support and encouragement

throughout this endeavour.

May this thesis serve as a tribute to the enduring legacy of railways in Bengali literature and as a
testament to the power of literature to capture the essence of a bygone era and illuminate the

complexities of human experience.

Laboni Sarkar



DEDICATION

Dedicated to

Two unwavering pillars of my life,

Kallol Sarkar (My brother)

And

Shyamal Biswas (My husband)



