L REFACE,

The archaeologieal significance of the Sarasvatl Basin vas
brought home by the explorations conducted by Bir Aurel Stein in
the early forties and by A, Ghosh in early fifties, The excavations
at Ropar and Bera in Panjab, Hastinapur and Bahadarabad in the
Ganga Yamuna Doab ard Kalibangen in North Ralasthan brought fur-
ther evidence on the sequence of the prehistoric cultures in
North India, But the above work all the more stressed the need for
investigations in the Sarasvati and Drisadvati Valleys in Haryana,
the‘ protohistoric trijunction and an archaeologlcal blank til1l
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then not only for establishing a regional sequence but also to

understand the trends and strands which had gone into the making
of the matrix of prehlstoric cultures of the Indo-Gangetic Divide

and the Ganga-Yamuna Doab,

I had an opprortunity to work in this region while in the
Panjab Unlversity and was further comincedzéthe need for systematic
investigations in the region., Consequently I undertook this as a
subject for Ph,D, Degree on the advise of my learned Professor
Dr, R,N,Mshta,

I am highly indebted to my worthy teacher and guide Dr,
R.N.,Mehta for his valuable help arnd guidance in prepering this
thesis, It was his ever inspiring attitude and frank criticism
which mede the present work feasible, I am also grateful to my
old Teacher, Prof, Sadhu Ram, Delhi Unlversity, who first intro-



duced me to archaeology, for various suggestions in writing this
thesis, My heartfelt thanks are also due to 8/Shri B,B,Lal, M.N,
Deshpande, B,K.,Thapar, Krisna Deva, Y.D.Sharma and other members
of the Archaeological Burvey of India for their valuable sugges-
tions whenever approached, 1 am also obliged to Dr, K,T.M.Hegde
for chemically analysing the metal tools from Mitathal, I am
thankful to Dr, B.Ch,Chhabra amd Dr.U,V.Singh for providing me
necessary facllitles for work at Chandigarh and Kurukshetra
regpectively, 1 was also helped in the Field work by §/5hri Amir
Singh, G.BsSharma, Dalip Singh, 5,P,Bali, Lalman, Pratap Singh
and Balkrishan, I em no less grateful to them all..
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