SHAPTER-IV ~

LB RONOLOGY,

In the absence of any C.14 dates from the excavated sites
it is difflicult to attempt a precise chronology of the prehistoric
cultures of the reglon., The job is made all the more hazarduous
as most of the sites of the regim remaln unexeavated and the
excavatlons, where-ever conducted, are generally of limited
nature, Any conclusions drawn on this evidence ére, therefore,
bound to remain tenfativa. Our prime objactive here is to bpild
up a ralstive saquehca‘of cultures in the region based on stra-
tigraphy and typology of the excavated sites. An attempt will
then be made to cross date the sequence with the help of abso-
lute datas obtainedtforZ%Brresponding phases at other prehistoric
sites in the country,

The relative sequence of cultures in the region is
provided by the excavations at three selected sites viz Siswal
(No.18), Mitathal (No.59) and Daulatpur (No.57). The 1.25
" meter thick habitat;onal deposit overlying yellow alluviﬁm
forming the natural soil at Siswal falls into two sgb-periods
viz, Siswal A (early Siswal) and Siswal B (Late Siswal), on the
basis of stratigraphy and typology. Siswal A is characterised
by the classical Kalibengan I wara also called the Sothi wax-i1 ;
distinguished by the typical six Fabrics viz. A-F bichrome
painting with black and white designs and incised troughs,
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Siswyal B is markedgby the evolved Kalibangan I ware distingulshed
by the musterity of painted designs and shapes, manufacture and
absence of tﬁe use of white pigment as noticed in cﬁapter 11z,

The Mitathal excavation yielded a 4,30 meter thick
cultural debris overlying the natural soll on Mitathal-l mound,
falling into two perlcdsviz, Mitathal I and II, with no break
1nbetween..Perioé IT which was also encountered on Mitathal-2
mound, 1is subdivided into two phases viz, Mitathal IIA and IIB
on stratigraphical and typologlcal grounds. Mitathal Pariod I
is characterised by Siswal B warae, while Period II is dis-
tinguished by the Harappa culture. Among the sub-geriods,
Mitathal IIA represents a mature Harappa culture too wall known
to be described here. Mitathal IIB is distinguished by the Late
Harappa culture coi:responding to Lothal Bz; Rangpur IIB and IIG?
Alamgirpufi Baragaéér;te. representing a phase of decline as
noted in chapter III and marked evolution, rather devolution,
in the pottary types.

The ha?itabional deposits at Daulatpur fall into
four periods with éaps between Pericds I and II and III and
IV. Daulatpur I is characterised by Mitathal IIB ware (Late
Harappa ware), while Doulatpur IL is distinguished by the
Painted Grey ware.:?he succeseding perlods being historical do
noct concern us hers,

The above three excavations have thus yiaelded
sequencas which partly overlap and thus help forging links

and reconstructing a relative sequenca of prehistoric cultures
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for the region. 8iswal B corresponds to Mitathal I on
typologlcal grounds, both yielding an evolved Kalibangan I
(Sothi) ware. This correlation is cross checked by the asso=-
ciation of s limited number of Harappan sherds in both the
assemblages. Thus the Siswal sequance 1s carried forward at
Mitathal., The limited Harappan contacts in Siswal B and the
stratigraphical gvidence of this being superimposed by the
Harappa culture in Mitathal IIA prove beyond doubt the existence
of & true pre-Harappan horizon in Biswal A and the transitional
phase in Siswal B in our reglon, The Mitathal IIB, attaesting

the stratigraphic evidence of the survival of Harappa culture

in our region, corrssponds fo Dsulatpur I on typological
groundz and the sequence is further carried foward to the
historical period, though not without a braak between Daulatpur I
and II. Thus tha sbove excavations have haelped in reconstructing
the following relative sequence of the prehlstoric cultures in
the reglon( FQ@'Z):

Bariod of Seguence Cultures
Daulatpur II Painted Grey Ware Culiure
Gap -

Mitathal IIB(Daulatpur I) Late Harappa Culturs
Mitathal IIA Harappa Culture
8iswal B(Mitathal I) Late Siswal Culture

Siswal A (Early Siswal) Kalibangan I Culture.

The above sequence in the region can be synchronised
with the absolute chronology of the known cultures at various

sites in other parts of the country. It has already been noticed
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that Siswal A bears close affinities with Kalibangan I culture
as it contains all the six Fabrics (A to F), the use of the
white pigment in sddition to black in painting and incised
decoration on the interior of the trough, the characteristic
features of the ceramic industry known to us from the latter
site, But the comparative dearth of white designs, the absence
of naturalistic painted designs such as the birds, plants,
moustaches, flower and the Trisula or horns and the incised
designs including oval and floral designs, ths over all in-
dividuslistic features of the painted patterns, the preferencs
for a wide mouthed carinated Jota and ths absence of the stone
blades, if not due to the extremely limited work at the site,
may lndicate a poorer cultural rapsrtoire of Siswal A than

that of Kalibangan I and might suggest a slightly later beginning
for the former specially when the course of diffusion of pre-
Harappan cultures 1is from west to eaat, Although Siswal A
unmistakably falls in the Kalibangan zone of the pre-Harappa
culture, it does possass certain‘typalogieal and Gacorative
parallels in the ceramic industry, with Kot Diji I specially

in the late levels as r;otictd in Chapter V. On the basis of
C.14 dates from the site the beginning of Kalibangan I has been °
rightly placed about C,2400 B,C, by D.P.Aggrawal? But its later
1imit may be placed arourd C.2100 B,C, as reguired by the C.1l4
dates obtained for the early levels of Harappa Period at
Kallbanganz?%gﬁhgz;ﬁ?gzjggiwgggxtﬁglscussioz: Siswal A may be
reasonably dated around C.2300-2100 B.C. Such a date would also
be in consonsnce with that of Kot Dijiﬁ On archaecloglcal grounds
also a deposit of 1,25 meters can béﬁ?ggighed a perlod of two

hundrcq years,
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Siswal B has to be dated by extrapolation as such
an intarmadiafe‘phase in the Kalibangan Zone has been revealed
for the first time Distingulshed by an evolved typology, bthe
absence of the use of white pigment as the additional colour
in pottery painting and the Harappan contacts, the sub-period
may be dated later then €.2100 8.C. the upper limit of Kalie
bonpan I. The average deposit of 0,75 meter of Mitathal I can
be reasonably assigned a century to accumulate on archaeologie
cal grounds thus placing the upper limit of the subepericd
around C.ZQOO B.C. which would also mark the beginning of
Mitathal IIA also,.

Mitathal IIA is characterised by the mature tra-
ditions of Harappa culture for its twin mounds, well laid mud
brick houses cubleal chert weight, ribbon flake blade, steatite
and faience beads and bangle, and beads of other semi-precious
stones like agate, Qarnelign, Jasper etc., terracotta toy carts,
wheeled toys and triangular cakes and the plain utilitarian
pottery including goblet, beaker, perforsted jar, dish and
dish on stand ete. But a 1ittle less proTific character of
Mitathel IIA for the absence of seals and sealings and long
carnelian beads/cheft blades, cubical weights, and the absence
of saucepan handle,l's' shaped painted vases, storage jJars with
flanged rim in ceramic Industry would suggest it to be younger
contemporary of the mature Harappa culture of Kalibangan II,

The extensive use of mud brick structures, staggerad

streets, the gbsenca of any elaborate dratnags and the associs-



1138

tion of the Late Siswal elements in Mitathal IIA suggests its
close relationship with the Harappa culture of Kalilbangan zonoq
The lower limit of the Harappa culture at Kalibangan may be
reasonably placed around C.2100 B.§., on the basis of C.14 dates
vide TF.25 and TF.ISA%‘ The upper limit has bean rightly placed
around C,1700 B.C, on the avidenge‘of TF,142, TF,152, TF.149 and
TF.143 by D,P. Aggrawal though & few show scatters If Mitathal
IIA reprssents a slightly late mature stage of Harappa culturs
it could be placaed between C,2000 « 1700 B.C, Thea 2.65 meter
thick average deposit of Mitathal IIA could perhaps be assigned

a period of three centuries also on archagologlical grounds,

The lower limit for the Harappa culture in the basin
may, however, go a 1ittle earlier and perhaps as early as at
Kalibangan 1.e. C.2100 B.éfzgﬁﬁhfﬁg}esaive site of Rakhigarhi
ngar Jind in the Drisadvati Valley yielded during surface ex-
plorations a terracotta seal, number of chert blades, terracotta
animal figurines and the black on red ware including goblet,
beaker, saucepan bandle, perforsted Jar, tall dish on stand with
or without drum and storage Jar with flanged or wecurwed rim and
painted designs such as the Pipal leaf 3o typical of the mature
Harappa culture, \

The Mitathal IIB marks a decline in the material
prosperity of the Harappa culture and an evolution in pottery
forms cezreSponding to those in Lothal B, RangpufIB and IIC,
RoJdi IB, Alamgirpur I, Baragaon etc. 18 noticed. The absence
of such a phase at Kalibangan makes Mitathal IIB ﬁosterlor to

Kalibangan I, dated between C,2100-1700 B.C. on the basis of
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C.14 dates, In Gujarat the C.l4 dateér;rom Lothal and Rojdil

place the end of the Late Harappa culture in that region about:
G,1750 B,C. and, therafore, there seems a chéopological and

not cﬁrcnologlcal correspondence between Mitathal IIB and Lothal B
or Rojdi IB etec. |

An interestlng gvidenca for cross dating this phase
is provided by a copper Parasy found from the upper levels of
Mitathal IIA The tool type bears close affinities to the one
found from Kurdi in Nagaur District of Rajasthaé? At Kurdi the
tool was assoclated‘with sevaral other copper objects including
a channel spouted bowl simulating similar bowls of the Malﬁa
ware from Navdatoll Phase II%? The Malwa culture at Nawiatoldl
has bgen dated betwean C.,1700 and 1400 B.C. by C.14 methog? It
would be ressonable to place the upper limit of Mitathsl IIB
around C,1500 B,C, on the basis of the above evidence., 4 pericd
of two centurles for an averags deposit of 1.65 meterswould alse
be Justified on archaeologieal grounds, Such a limlt for Mitathal
IIB will also affor@ sufficient time for its further survival
in a dggenerate stage of Os«¢ap. In the Ganga Yamuna Doab before
it could be replaced by ths P.G.Ware culture towards the §1ose
of the 2nd mill&nniugms.c. Thus the prehistoric cultures of
region may be asslgéed the following chronologys

Siswal A (Kalibangan I Culture) = C,2300-2100 B.C.
§iswal B (Late Siswal Culture) - 2.2100-2000 B.C.
Mitathal IIA(Harappa Cultura) = C.2000-1700 B.C.
Mitathal TIB(Late Harappa Culture) C.1700-1500 B.G.
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Site €14 pates based on + = 5730 yrs
Year B.C,
Kalibangan TF=160, 2230 + 105
Perlod-it TF-607, 2090 + 125
TP=163, 2080 & 108
TF-608, . 2076 &+ 110°
TF =145, 2060 * 105
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