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In the absence of any 0.14 dates from the excavated sites 
it is difficult to attempt a precise chronology of the prehistoric 
cultures of the region, the job is made all the more hazarduous 
as most of the sites of the region remain unexcavated and the 
excavations, where-ever conducted, are generally of limited 
nature. Any conclusions drawn on this evidence are, therefore, 
bound to remain tentative. Our prime objective here Is to build 
up a relative sequence of cultures in the region based on stra­
tigraphy and typology of the excavated sites. An attempt will
then be made to cross date the sequence with the help of abso-

iulute dates obtained for ^corresponding phases at other prehistoric 
sites in the country.

The relative sequence of cultures in the region is 
provided by the excavations at three selected sites vis Slswal 
(No.18), Mltathal (No.59) and Daulatpur (No.S?). The 1.2S 
meter thick habitatlonal deposit overlying yellow alluvium 
forming the natural soil at Slswal falls into two sub-periods 
viz. Slswal A (early Slswal) and Slswal B (Late Slswal), on the
basis of stratigraphy and typology. Slswal A is characterised

1by the classical Kalibangan I ware also called the Sothi ware, 
distinguished by the typical six Fabrics viz. A-F bichrome 
painting with black and white designs and Incised troughs.
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Slswal b is marked'by the evolved Kalibangan X ware distinguished 
by the austerity of painted designs and shapes, manufacture and 
absence of the use of white pigment as noticed in Chapter III*

The Mitathal excavation yielded a 4,30 meter thick 
cultural debris overlying the natural soil on Mitathal*! mound, 
falling into two periods viz.; Mitathal I and It, with no break 
inbetween. Period It which was also encountered on Mltathal-2 
mound, is subdivided into two phases vis, Mitathal IIA and IIB 
on stratigraphlcal and typological grounds. Mitathal Period I 
is characterised by Siswal B ware, while Period IX is dis­
tinguished by the Harappa culture. Among the sub-periods,
Mitathal XIA represents a mature Harappa culture too well known
to be described here. Mitathal XXB is distinguished by the Late

% . 3
Harappa culture corresponding to Lothal B, Rangpur XXB and XXC,

k 'S'
Alamgirpur, Baragaon etc. representing a phase of decline as 
noted in chapter III and marked evolution, rather devolution, 
in the pottery types.

The habitations! deposits at Daulatpur fall into
l

four periods with gaps between Periods X and XI and III and 
IV. Daulatpur I is characterised by Mitathal IIB ware (Late 
Harappa ware), while Daulatpur XX is distinguished by the 
Painted Grey Mare. The succeeding periods being historical do 
not concern us here.i

The above three excavations have thus yielded 
sequences which partly overlap and thus help forging links 
and reconstructing a relative sequence of prehistoric cultures
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for the region* Siswal B corresponds to Mltathal Z on 
typological grounds, both yielding an evolved Kalibangan Z 
(Sothi) ware* This correlation is cross checked by the asso­
ciation of a limited number of Harappan sherds in both the 
assemblages. Thus the Siswal sequence is carried forward at 
Mltathal* The limited Harappan contacts in Siswal B and the 
stratigraphlcal evidence of this being superimposed by the 
Barappa culture in Mltathal IIA prove beyond doubt the existence 
of a true pre-Harappan horizon in Siswal A and the transitional 
phase in Siswal B in our region. The Mltathal ZIB, attesting 
the stratigraphic evidence of the survival of Harappa culture
in our region, corresponds to Baulatpur Z on typological

7grounds and the sequence is further carried foward to the 
historical period, though not without a break between Baulatpur Z 
and XI. Thus the above excavations have helped in reconstructing 
the following relative sequence of the prehistoric cultures in 
the region

gfiEAffifl.ttf JiftHtMi iLftJJLJUS..fl-1
Baulatpur ZZ Painted drey Mare Culture
Gap
Mltathal ZIB(Daulatpur Z) 
Mltathal ZZA 
Siswal BCMltathal Z) 
Siswal A (Early Siswal)

Late Harappa Culture 
Harappa Culture 
Late Siswal Culture 
Kalibangan Z Culture*

The above sequence in the region can be synchronised 
with the absolute chronology of the known cultures at various 
3ltes in other parts of the country* Zt has already been noticed
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that Siswal A bears close affinities with Kalibangan I culture 
as it contains all the six Fabrics (A to F), the use of the 
white pigment in addition to black Isa painting and incised 
decoration on the interior of the trough, the characteristic 
features of the ceramic industry known to us from the latter 
site. But the comparative dearth of white designs, the absence 
of naturalistic painted designs such as the birds, plants, 
moustaches, flower and the Trlsula or horns and the incised 
designs including oval and floral designs, the over all in­
dividualistic features of the painted patterns, the preference 
for a wide mouthed carinated lota and the absence of the stone 
blades, if not due to the extremely limited work at the site, 
may indicate a poorer cultural rapertoire of Siswal A than 
that of Kalibangan I and might suggest a slightly later beginning 
for the former specially when the course of diffusion of pre- 
Harappan cultures is from west to east. Although Siswal A 
unmistakably falls in the Kalibangan zone of the pre-Barappa 
culture, it does possess certain typological and decorative 
parallels in the ceramic industry, with Kot Dlji I specially 
in the late levels as noticed in Chapter 7. On the basis of
C.14 dates from the site the beginning of Kalibangan I has bean '

8
rightly placed about 0.2400 B.C. by D.P.Aggrawal. But its later 
limit may be placed around C.2100 B.C. as required by the C.14
dates obtained for the early levels of Harappa Period at

rr- faj i43 iUf).
Kalibangan^ In view of the above discussions Siswal A may be

reasonably dated around 0.2300-2100 B.C. Such a date would also
\0

be in consonance with that of Kot Mji. on archaeological grounds 
also a deposit of 1.25 meters can b«|assighed a period of two 

hundred years.



112
Siswal B has to be dated by extrapolation as such 

an intermediate phase in the Kalibangan Zone has been revealed
ifor the first time Distinguished by an evolved typology, the 

absence of the use of white pigment as the additional colour 
in pottery painting and the Harappan contacts, the sub-period 
may be dated later than C.2100 B*C* the upper limit of Kali­
bangan I* The average deposit of 0*75 meter of Mitathai I can 
be reasonably assigned a century to accumulate on archaeologi­
cal grounds thus placing the upper limit of the sub-period 
around C.2000 B,C* which would also mark the beginning of 
Mitathai IIA also,

Mitathai IIA is characterised by the mature tra­
ditions of Garappa culture for its twin mounds, well laid mud 
brick houses cubical chert weight, ribbon flake blade, steatite 
and faience beads and bangle, and beads of other semi-preclous 
stones like agate, carnelian, Jasper etc*, terracotta toy carts, 
wheeled toys and triangular cakes and the plain utilitarian 
pottery including goblet, beaker, perforated Jar, dish and 
dish on stand etc* But a little less prolific character of 
Mitathai IIA for the absence of seals and sealings and long 
carnelian beads^chert blades, cubical weights, and the absence 
of saucepan handle, ’S1 shaped painted vases, storage Jars with 
flanged rim in ceramic industry would suggest it to be younger 
contemporary of the mature Garappa culture of Kalibangan II,

The extensive use of mud brick structures, staggered 
streets, the absence of any elaborate drainage and the associa-
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tlon of the hate Slswai elements In Mitathal IIA suggests Its 
olose relationship with the Harappa culture of Kalibangan zone* 
The lower limit of the Harappa culture at Kalibangan may be
reasonably placed around C.2100 B.0* on the basis of C*14 dates

IS
vide TF.25 and TF.153. The upper limit has been rightly placed 
around C.1700 B.C* on the evidence of TF.142, TF.152, TF.149 and 
TF.143 by D.P. Aggraval though a few show scatte^ If Mitathal 

IIA represents a slightly late mature stage of Harappa culture 
it could be placed between C*2O0O - 1700 B.C* The 2*65 meter 
thick average deposit of Mitathal IIA could perhaps be assigned 
a period of three centuries also on archaeological grounds*

The lower limit for the Harappa culture in the basin 
may, however, go a little earlier and perhaps as early as at 
Kalibangan i*e. C.2100 B.C.^The impressive site of Bakhigarhi 
near Jind in the Drlsadvati Valley yielded during surface ex* 
plorations a terracotta seal, number of chert blades, terracotta 
animal figurines and the black on red ware including goblet, 
beaker, saucepan handle, perforated jar, tall dish on stand with 
or without drum and storage jar with flanged or irecurwad rla and 
painted designs such as the Plpal leaf so typical of the mature 
Harappa culture*

The Mitathal I IB marks a decline in the material 
prosperity of the Harappa culture and an evolution in pottery 
forms corresponding to those in Lothal B, RangpuSEIB and IIC, 
Rojdl IB, Alamgirpur I, Baragaon etc, is noticed. The absence 
of such a phase at Kalibangan makes Mitathal IIB posterior to 
Kalibangan It, dated between C.2100-1700 B.C, on the ba3ls of
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irC.X4 dated. In Gujarat the C.14 dates from Lothal and Rojdi 

place the end of the Late Barappa culture In that region about' 
G.1750 B.C. and, therefore, there seems a ohfcorological and 
not chronological correspondence between Mltathal IIB and Lothal B 
or Rojdi IB etc.

An Interesting evidence for cross dating this phase 
Is provided by a copper Parasu found from the upper levels of
Mltathal I lit The tool type bears close affinities to the one

If,found from Kurdi in Nagpur District of Rajasthan* At Kurdi the
tool was associated with several other copper objects including
a channel spouted howl simulating similar bowls of the Malwa

Itware from Navdatoli Phase III. The Malwa culture at Navdatoil
nhas been dated between C.17O0 and 1400 B.C. by C.14 method* It 

would be reasonable to place the upper limit of Mltathal IIB 
around C.1500 B.C. on the basis of the above evidence. A period 
of two centuries for an average deposit of 1.65 meter*would also 
be Justified on archaeological grounds. Such a limit for Mltathal 
IIB will also afford sufficient time for its further survival 

in a degenerate stage of o.c.p. in the Ganga Yamuna Doab before
it could be replaced by the P.G.Ware culture towards the close

%0

of the 2nd millennium B.C. Thus the prehistoric cultures of
region may be assigned the following chronology*

Sisval A (Kallbangan 1 Culture) * C.2300-2100 B.C.
Siswal B (Late Siswal Culture) - ,C.2X00-2000 B.C.
Mitathal IIA(Harappa Culture) - C.2000-1700 B.C.
Mltathal IIB(Late Barappa Culture) C„1700-1500 B.C.



115C14 Dates of Pre-Harappan ana Harappa Cultures 
<*^'D*P.Agrawal

Site C14 Dates based on & » 6730 yr*.
________ Igara.M,._____ _

Kot D1J1

Mohenjodaro

Kallbangan Period I

P-196, 2600 ± 145
P-179, 2330 + 166
P-180, 2260 ♦ 140
P-196, 2100 ♦ 140

P-1177, 216S 66
P-1179, 2085 66
P-1180, 1996 £ 66
P-1178, 1965 £ 60
P-117SA, 1966 ♦mm 60
P-1182A, 1365 £ 66
TF-75, 1766 £ 116

TP-240, 1766 44m 115
TF-155, 2370 * 120
TP-167. 2290 £ 120
TP-241, 2266 £ 96
TF-162, 2106 4mm 106
TF-161, 2096 £ 106
TP-166, 1965 £ 106
TP-166, 1900 ♦ 110
TP-164, 1820 £ 116
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Sits C14 Bate8 based on £ * 

____________ Year B.C»
57®) yrs

Kalibangan TF-160, 2230 ♦ 105
Period-II

TF-607, 2090 1 125

TF-163, 2080 * 105

1F-608, 2075 £ 110

IF-146, 2060 + 105

TF-147, 2030 X 105

IF-151, 1960 ± 105

TF-139, 1930 ± 105

TF-141, 1860 ♦ 115

TF-142, 1790 1 105

IF-152, 1770 ± 90
P -481, 2050 ♦ 75
IF- 25, 2090 * 115

TF-1S3, 2075 ♦ 110

1F-606, 1975 * 110

7F-150, 1900 + 105

IF-149, 1830 * 145
IF-143, 1665 ± 110
TF-244, 1390 ± 95
TF-138, 1215 £ 105

Lotbal TF-136» 2080 X 135
TF-135t 1556 x 130
TF-133, 1895 x 116
IF— 22, 2010 X 116
TF- 27, 2000 X 116
IF- 26, 2000 X 125
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117C14 Bates based on 4- * 5730 yrs.

__________ %gar.g.JjS.,*________

Lothal TP-29 ism £ 116

TF-23 1865 ♦ 110

TP-19 1800 *mm 140

Ro3di TP-200 1970 £ 116

TP-199 1745 ♦mm 106

i
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