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My sincere gratitude is due to the Cate (Dr. (Mrs.) %Jl. (Bhagwat, (Reader in (Botany, who 

inspired me to undertake doctoraCstudies on environment co-reCating remote sensing techniques.

I thankjiCCmy senior codeagues and friends in the (Department of (Botanyfor their generous 

encouragement.

It has Seen a unique privilege for me that (Prof. Dr. gunavant M. Oza was kind enough to 

accept me as his student, after the sad demise of Dr. (Mrs.) %Jl. (Bhagwat, under whose guidance I 

had commenced to work Dr. Oza's kindandgentle attitude andour passionate Covefor conserving 

nature, possiSCy, Brought us together as teacher and student. His unflinching care and guidance and 

a6ove aCChis splendidpersonallibrary Caidfoundation for my doctoraCthesis concepts. I enjoyedmost 

his intellectualcompanionship and shad cherish it with gratitude admy Cfe. HiswifeSmt. (premCata 

Oza was extremely resourcefuC in searching for relevant resource references and her Benevolent 

association in developing the thesis have Been pleasant memories.

I extend grateful thanks to ad concerned officers of the gujarat State (Forest Departmentfor 

granting the necessary permissions to work-in the JamBughoda Wildlife Sanctuary (JWLS)

<Ihe members of the (Royal family of JamBughoda always greeted me with affectionate 

hospitality and their encouragement strengthened my morale to work, Boldly in the forests. 

H.H.Maharana Digvijaysinhji, former ruler of the State of JamBughoda and earlier member of the 

gujarat State ‘Wildlife (Board, provided excellent information on the previous status of the forests and 

life-styles of the triBaCs during thepre-independence era. MaharanisaheBa andYuvrani gyaneshwaridevi 

personally cared for my needs in the field and comfort during my stay at the Palace. ‘Yuvraj 

‘P’ikramsinhji provided unstinting support andput his trustedpeopCe at my disposal which simplified 

the outings in the field considerably. V’ikramsinhji's word to his friend, the Cate Prime Minister, Shri 

Rajiv gandhi, resulted in according Protected JLrea Status to JamBughoda Forests. I am indeed 

fortunate to Become their family friend, I convey my gratefulness and am indebted to all members of 

the family and their working staff for their kind and loving support.

(The younger Brother ofH.H of JamBughoda - Maharaj Harishchandrasinhji, who earlier 

served as the Honorary (Wildlife Warden ofthe forests, has a treasure of knowledge on the area. My 

discourses with him on every occasionprovedfruitfulandhas resultedin a profoundeffect on my work, 

I rate him in high esteem.
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The tri6aCs oftfie region were ever friendly and'responsive. I thanhjthem all, especially my field 

guide, Qamir. JLfew Hostile and'doubtful'people never marred my enjoyment of being ■with these 

people. I enjoyed learning to tal^ivith their accent from the trihal men and women and often 
rewarding comments were overheardthat "I tallfihe one of them ! "This gave me ample encouragement.

Sisters at Jeevan Jyot, Naruhpt andShri (Mahendrasinhji Rana of<Dhanpuri were always 

happy to receive me and helped me to organise a programme for trihal women and children on 

Biodiversity sustenance with the support of International Society of Naturalists (UNSONfl). Credit 

must go to them to Become partners in my worh.

<During the course of my studies, I was fortunate to have visited 3 reputed centres for 

conservation research. I was accorded a warm welcome at the (M. S. Swaminathan (Research 

Foundation, (Madras, where I visitedsites of their <Biovidages (programme. (Morever, I was privileged 

to have a personal dialogue with <Dr. (M. S. Swaminathan and other researchers at the Foundation,

The Wildlife Institute ofIndia, (Dehra Dun was visitedto gain knowledge on (protectedjdreas 

andpeople. I thanfjShri.il. S. Fanwar and other faculty for their help and support. Dr. Yadvendra 

V. Jliala and his wife Smt. Rajeshwaridevi were my Rind hosts during my stay at <Dehra Dun. Their 

help and constructive ideas for my study are sincerely appreciated

(My post-graduate fostering Department of (Botany, St. Xavier's College, (Bombay, expended all 

facilities for taxonomic studies. I extend my sincere gratitude to Dr. ((Mrs.)S- (M. JLltneida, (Head of 

(Botany Department and Director, (Blatter Herbarium, St. Xavier's College, (Bombay, for her 

encouraging and warm attitude.' Dr. Rajendra Shinde provided valuable time to help with 

nomenclaturalxvorfj

I owe a sense of obligation to everyone at these centres of learning as these interactions have 

enhanced my aptitude to devote further to the cause of conservation,

I value andappreiate the support and help of- Shri Vlhas Rane and Dr. Renee (Borges, Shri 

(Hnshilesh Oza and Shri Shirin (Patel, Dr. ChandraRant (Patel, Shri (MihirDave and Shri (partho 

(Majee, Shri Yashwant, (Ms. Jiditi Rapadia and Shri (Nilesh Shah.

Constant support and encouragement extended by Dr. (Rita Shah is sincerely appreciated. She 

has willingly gone through the text and provided constructive criticism. Iam indeed thankful to her.
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ABorve ad, I appreciate tfie overwhelming help ofShtiSanjay Shahfor installing his computer 

at my home, Shri(Prahgsh e£ Vihram (Bhavsarhave helpedwith computer applications. My elder sister 
Smt. Manisha <Pandya was my constant companion in scanning the text and in preparation of the 

^Plates. I am indehted to ad of them for lending finishing touches to my thesis.

My parents nourishedme right from my formative years to love andrespect nature. They have 

continued to shower affection and have provided loving support till the succesfu!completion of my 

doctoral worf' I see f their Blessings always.

My parents-in-law have reposedunbelievable faith in me and my worh^and their loving 

interest has never fluctuated. I humhly Bow to their hirudness.

My husBandMrudang's elder Brother Shri KandarpBhai and his wife, Smt. jAmi have Been a 

source of inspiration and their unsparing effective support helpedme to overcome several difficulties. 

I offer loving platitudes to them Both.

‘The greatest pillar of loving tolerance andpersistent patience have emergedfrom Mrudang and 

my son, Jwalin I regret the time I was away from my son, since he was 11/2 years of age, when I 

initiated my studies.

I adore indeBtly one and ad as they have a praise worthy place in my heart.

In view of this, I dedicate my thesis to Mrudang, Jwalin and members of my family.
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