Acknowledgement

The successful accomplishment of this work, would be incomplete without
acknowledging the people who made it possible and whose constant guidance and

encouragement served as an inspiration of light and crowned the effort with success.

With the immense pleasure, I would like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to my
Supervisor, Or. Padamnabhi S. Nagar for his supervision, valuable advice, guidance and
constructive criticism that made it possible to complete this work, He always encouraged me

for utilizing my scientific abilities to my best level.

I am profoundly obliged to our Head Prof. Sandhya Kiran Garge and former Head
Prof. Arun Arya, Department of Botany, Faculty of Science, The M. S. University of

Baroda for providing the necessary facilities to carry out this research worR,

I express my fervent sense of thankfulness to all the IFS of forest department, Dr.
Dheeraj Mittal (DCF South Division, Dangs) Mr. Agneeshwar Vyas (DCF North
Division, Dangs), Mr. Anand S. Kumar (Former DCF or Dangs and Current DCF of
Vyara), Mr. S. N. ®atel (CCT Valsad), Dr. K, Sasi Kumar (Former DCF Vyara and current
DCF Narmada Division), Mr. Dhanapal Rangasamy (Former DCF Narmada and Current
DCF Devbhumi Dwarka Social Forestry Division), Mr. Valabhi (Former DCF Dangs)
Mr. Deepak Pandya (Former RFO Valsad), Mr. Pratik, Pandya (former ACF Dangs), Mr.
Virendra Garia (former RFO Dahod) for providing all the necessary permission and

Sfacilities during my field survey as well as their encouragement.

The collection of specimen and their data are very crucial job in taxonomy. This Rind
of work needs immense Rnowledge and skillful experts, research scientist and Taxonomists.
I am highly obliged to Dr. J. S. Jalal (BSI, Pune) for his constant encouragement and
guidance. The support of Dr. Gurav, Prof. S. R, Yadav, Mr. Tukaram Dangat, Dr. Avinash
Adsul, Dr. Sharad Kamble (Shivaji University, Kolhapur), Dr. Dinesh Agrawal (BSI
Sikkim) Dr. Vinod Maina, Dr. S. L. Meena, Dr. V. Singh, Mr. Bhomaramji (BSI
Jodbpur), Dr. J. Jayanthi, Or. P. Narsimhan (BSI, Pune) Prof A.S. Reddy , Mr. Bipin
Patel (Sardar Patel Uniersity) and Mr. Yadav (Librarian, BSI Jodhpur) for giving the




permission to visit the herbaria, use library facility and providing necessary assistance and

facility during the visit.

I greatly acknowledge Prof. Minoo H. Parabia and Prof. S. D. Sabnis for their

constant inspirational support and healthy discussion during the work,

I am sincerely thankful to Or. Snehal Bagatharia, Dr. Madhvi Joshi, Dr. Rohan
Pandya, Mr. Nitin Patel, Mr. Apurav Puvar, Mrs. Zarna Patel, Mrs. Navodita, Mrs.
Soniya, Mr. Nitish, Ms. Jhanvi, Mrs. Smriti, Mr. Ratnesh, Mr. Arpan Bhatt, Dr. Poonam
Yadav, Dr. Sandeep, Ms. Tanvi, Ms. Neelam, Mr. Inayat, Ms. Hiral, Mrs. Shikha from
GSBIM, Gandhinagar, Dr. Prashant Kujadiya, Prof. Chaitanya Joshi, Mr. Ankit, Mr.
Anup Deshpande from Animal Biotechnology Department, Anand Agriculture University,
Anand and Mr. Ravi Patel and Ms. Amisha Patel from The M. S. University, Baroda for
assisting in DNA barcoding studies. I am highly obliged to Dr. Kishor S. Rajput for
providing all the necessary guidance regarding anatomical Studies. I also want to thank,
Mr. Amit Gondaliya and Mr. Ronak, Patel for their assistance during the microtomy

studies.

I express my gratitude to Dr. Vishawanath Zunjar for his constant support during

the analysis of Phytochemical data.

I am thankful to all my lab mates (Mannu Dwivedi, Talib AL, ARash Vanzara,
Roshan Parmar, Kalpana Pal, Poonam Yadav and Ilesh Katara) for their support. I am
also obliged to my seniors Dr. Poonam Manglorkar and Dr. Deepak, Tadvi for their

assistance during the research worR,

One needs sincere friends at all major junctures in [ife to bear strains and fatigue
cheerfully. I greatly acknowledge my friends Ajit Vasava, Karan Rana, Gagandeep Kaur,
Rahul Parikh, Gaurang Kale and Rakesh Gurjar for their support and encouragement in

the process of my research.

I extend my thanks to all the ground staff Kjran Bhai, Lasu Bhai, Kasu Bhai,
Madu Bhai, Raju Bhai (Waghai Botanical Garden, Dangs) and Paresh Patil, Bhailal Bhai,




Nagin Bhai (Arboretum, The M. S. University of Baroda) for their assistance during my

Sfieldwork and their immense help in conservation of orchids.

The support and co-operation of all the non-teaching staff members (Mahesh Bhas,
Arvind Bhai, Lalji Bhai, Rukmani Ben) of Botany Department, Faculty of Science, The M.

S. University of Baroda during the entire course of my research work_is highly appreciated.

Indeed, it was a big task to complete and without fellowship it would have been
difficult. Gujarat Biodiversity Board (Gandhinagar) Forest Department (South Dangs,
Ahwa) and University Research Fellowship (The M. S. University of Baroda, Vadodara)

are acknowledged for financial assistance.

No words of gratitude can equate the tremendous encouragement, genuine faith and
love by my family members that have been bestowed on me for the great inspiration given
during my lifetime. I bow my head to my beloved mother and father, whose blessings, love
and affection have brought the cherished expectation true. I would offer my heartiest
thanks to my Brother and Sister who always inspired me for extra effort and inspired me to
achieve everything in my life; without their help and affection it was quite impossible for

me to step up in my life.

Last but not least, I would like to thanks to all the people who directly or
indirectly helped me during my research work, to whom I could not able to mention in the
acknowledgment. I express my deep sense of gratitude to all my well-wishers and friends
for their constant help and blessings right from the beginning of my work up to the present

sttuation.

Mital Bhatt




