(SR

CHAPTER IV~ '
THE-PEOPLE. AND. THE VILLAGES.
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4.1 INTRODUCTION:

. ! .
This chapter intends to introduce the villages under

study. This is about the physgcal structure, baris, social
groups Functioning in thess villages as could be observed
,by the ressarcher as a non—participant‘observer during‘
the field work for data collection. This general descrip-
tive analysis may delineate some of the trends of change

in these villages as an impact of education.

4.1.1 Bangladeshé |

Bangladesh is a new nation with an area of 55,1é6
square miles (1,58,005 équare kilomeﬁers): Béngladesh
is a deltaic region lying betuwsen 20-45°N and 26;300N
latitude and 88°E and 92.30°E longitude .(Ahmed, 1969;
1=3). It is surrounded by West Bengal on the west and
north and Meghalaya, Assam, Tripura and Mizorém on the
north and east. It shares a common borde} with Burma
for ébout-172 miles (275?2 kilometers) cn,the‘sqyth—
east. South faces the Bay of Bengal (Maron, 1957; B8=3).
"Two of the largest rivers of Asia, the Ganges and
Brahmaputra flow through éangladesh and join to form
the Padma before emptying into thé Bay of Bengal. éther
important rivers are the‘5urma from Assam flows as

Meghna and joins the.Padma near the Port town of
/ L
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Chandpur in the district of Comilla. The Karnafuli
flows through Chittagong hills to the Bay of Bengal.
Together with these major rivers, there ars many
Dther'tribufaries and canals which combiqe to make

¢

Béngladesh an alluvial plain with frequent floods.

For major part of the:year from early March to
October, Bangladesh experiénces a sub=tropical climate
with high temperature and humidity. The monsoon usually
begins in June and lasts for about four months with
exceptionally heavy rainfall. On the whole, Bangladesh
averages -more thanm 80“"(200 centimeters) of rainfall
annually seconq to Assam'only in the world record. The
mean temperature varies ffom areound 64° Fahrenhsit
during cold months to 83° Fahrenheit im the hot months .

(Ibid; 9).

Bangladesh is ths world's eighth most populous
nation (larger than any single nation of Europe)
(House, ed, 19723 1). At present, it has a population

of about El millions with a density of 750 to 2000 per

square mile, Rice is the sine qua non of Bangladesh
diet. The typical guestisn, "Have you saten yet?"
means "Have you taken rice?" (Ibidj 19). It indicates

that food means rice for Bangladesh.
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Ninety percent of the population directly er
indirectl& liveg an égriculture. The country is méinly
a land of small farﬁers, most of whom own less than the
country's average of a little more than three .acres
per family. Most of the plots are ffagmented and
sub-divided. Rice, jute, some kinds of pulses are the

. main agricultural products.

The country is diyided into four divisions, twenty
one districts, fifty six sub-divisions, four hundred and
thirfy five thanas (Police Stations), four thousand thres
hundred and fifty five Union Parishads, thirteen
thousand and sixty five wards, and sixty five thousand
villages (to some estimation there are 68,000 villages)
(Bangladesh Directory, 19763 15). Thana is smallest
administrative unit, equivalent to a U.S5. county,
having on the average an area of 100 square miles with
a populatiocn of 1,50,000, Union Parishad or council is
a unit of locai government consisting of 12 to 15
villages, approximafély. Ward is a sub-division of
Qnion generally into three. Village is the smallest
political unit having an average area of 0.75 square

mile with a population of 800 (I.R.D.P., 19773 65).

" Literacy rate is about 30'percent. There are

40,959 primary and 6,648 high and junior high schools,
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433 colleges and 6 universities in Bangladesh

(Bangladesh Directory, 1976).

Comilla district locates in the eastern part of
the country. It is divided into three sub-=divisions
and 22 thanas., Hajiganj thana lies on the western part
of the district under Chandpur sub-division, Hatila
is one of the 10 unions of the thana, consisting of 18
villages with a population of 23,307 according to the
1974 census. The four selscted villages of Hatila,
Hariain, Tangirpar and Noapara are contiguously located
as a part -of ward No.3 of the Hatila union., Table No.
4.1 shows the total number of population and areakin
acres) of the four villages according to the 1974

Population Census.

Table No.4.1

Total Egﬁgg;,tf population of four villages

[
Neme of the  Area (in  Male  Female  Total
Villages acres)
Hatila 1292 1794 1760 3554
Hariain 285 419 419 838
Tangirpar ' 129 434 397 831
Noapara 157 104 101 205

LT T T I I . T e I T .

(Source: Village Population Statistics = Comilla
District, 19773 161)
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Table No.4.1 shows that the villages are of
different sizes in respect of populétion and area,
Hatila is the‘biggast and Noapara is the smallest in

respect of population.

4.2 THE VILLAGES:

] 1
A uillagé igs generally consisted of ssttlements

and agricultural landg around it. Geographsrs and
anthropologists made a distinction between a nucleated
village and'dispersed village as mentioned earlier
(147.6). The villages under study roughly can be
classified as nucleated ones. Majority of the baris
(homestead/dwelling) are in nucleated forms, THouéh
there are some dispersed paris or homestead also. The
dispersed baris or dwellings are the extension of the
villages on agricultural land., These dwellings or baris
are built in order éo sﬁpport the excess population
whom can not be supported in the old baris. In some
cases the villages are dispersed according toc ths
population characterstics. People of high birth or rich
origin may be concentrating in one area as thé tase

of Y"agraharam" in Sripuram villagse iﬁ Tamil Nadu, India
as found by Beteille (1966)., Similarly people of louw
birth or economically depre%sad may be concentrated in

one area as the "cheri" inhabited by adi-Dravida in
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:
thehsaid Sripuram village, 0f course, such a rigid
classification can not be made for the presesnt
villagég but a distinction apparently can be mads.
In Tangirpar the dwelling of feudal family that is
'Mia’ggyi' is located in the smutﬁern part (para) of
the village and the low status family (Nichchu bari)
in the north and eastern para (Part). In Hariain
traditional Unchu baris (high status family) are con-
centrated in the south-western para (part) whereas
the Nichchu baris (low status family) are located more
in east para (part). In Hatila both Unchu status baris
(high status) amd Nichchu status (low status) baris

are inter-mixed, 6 as for example, Chyal bari is situated

just contiguous te Khan bari.

Both the Chandpur~thittgdﬁé railways and the
Chandpur=-Comilla, Q and. B highway run by the south of
the research site at a distance of two miles from the
central point. A mud road ﬁasses by the villages to the

railway station waruk. The road goes under water during

the rainy season. Even during the dry season the road
is fit for pedestrians only. The villagers ars very

much interastad in improving this road. In fact, they
were inquiring whether this field work could help to

construbt the road as mentioned in the methodology .
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field work. However, it is learnt that, this road is
going to be canséructed undsr P?blic Works Programmes

shortly.

There is a canal flowing through the villages
;F Noapara, Tangirpar and Hatila to ths river of
Dacoitia. The camal is known as 'Shail Khali' meaning
the canal of a kind of fish 'shail!' by name, Thére
are somé other small streams flowing through the
villagess During the rainy season specially from ths
months of July to November, the whole area goes under
deep water. fhe villages get an isle look floating
on the water in this season. Country boat is the only
means of communication in this season. Again, during
the' dry seasom specially from the months of January -
to April, there is no water in ?he field except big
canals and ponds for ‘domestic use only. In fact,
. villagers take différent views with ths turn of the
seasons. Bengali literature is filled with the dasérip-
tion of these panoromic scenes, the national song
"Sonar Bangla' by Ra;indranath Tagore 'being only

'

one of them.

4.3 BARI:

The Bengali word 'bari' as mentioned in the

methodology chapter of this study, bears special
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connotations boté physically and socially. Bertocci
(1975; 352, 53) and Wood (Hug, 1978; 26) in their
studies of social organ{zations of Bangladesh in
particular and South East Asia in general laid
e@phasis‘on the term of bari as a social unit for
understanding rural communities in this region. @s
gmentioned in 3.9.3 section of this study bari can be
defined, according to Bertocci (op.cit), as the.
peasants' homestead, the residential locus of -
patrilineal kin group (gusthi/gotra to some extent)
and commonly, any matég:zgtaral and/or affimal rela=-
tives who for various reasons may have come to live
with the patrilineage. The residents of most home-
steads composed of more than a single nuclear family
nearby always divide themselves within the compound
along'the lines of proberty anership. These are ine-
. adequately but easily described in Eﬁglish as "house-
holds." The word bari generally evokes the notion of
building, dwelling the residence of a specific lineage

~or family of a particﬁlar social type, sbatus, occupa=-

tion, as for example, 'Bhuiya bari' indicates the home
of the Bhuiya family whose prestigious title denotes
high status especially due to land property. In this

sense bari evokes the idea of family and community
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living. Karim's (19763 146) study of S.tratif‘icatlidn
of Nayanpur village into "Chowdhury", Khundakar can
be termed as members aof Chowahufy bari or Khundakar
bari. Mukherjeets (1971; 240) kin-group or gusthi
‘can be termed for bari or Chowdhury's (1978; 78-108)
study of Kazi, Gazi, Bhuiya, Chowdhury, Mia can be

termed as the members of mia bari, bhuiya pari,

Chowdhury bari.

The basic building mateéial used in the construc-
tion dwellings in the ;illages is bambbo. In soms
cases the roof is of corrugated iran shests. Houses
made of bricks are rare in tgis locality. A few fruit
bearing trees of banana, mango, jgck fruit, wood-
apble, coconut, etc. are planted near the dwellings.
Betel nut trees and bamboo groves are located a bi? Ffar.
In the vicinity of house or éggi there must bs atleast
one man-made pond which serves seyeral functions, .
notable as a place for baths, Fish culﬁivatibn,*wash-
ing and drinking water. The aristocratic bari or Unchu
Status bari ma? have a number of ponds as for example,
there are .about a dozen of peonds in the vicinity of
‘mia bari' of Tangirpar. The soil removed in the
excavation of the pond or ponds is usually uséd té raise

the living area as a protection from monscon flooding

(House, 1972; 21).
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4.4 THE VILLAGE OF HATILA:

Hatila is a well known village in the locality as
it bears the name of the Union Parishad. This village
(Table No.4.1) is biggest not only among the studied
four villages but in the whole of Union. Because of
its sizse, the village is diQided into different paras
(*Parat is a Bengali word denoting Part). This village
is divided into East and West Hatila., West Hatila is

again divided into ‘'South Para'! and 'North Parat,

In the absence of any written versions as to origin
of this village, nothing can be said in definite.
Of course, this is applicable to almost all the villagss
in Bangladesh. Some information could be collected
from the living village elders. These may be some
calculative guess, The word 'Hatila' might originate
from the word ‘'Hata', whose English translation is
'to walk?!, They say the name indicates that a group of
people came on foot and settled in this village and
the village was named as 'Hatilat. But it cannot be
identified who were these people and where they come
from. Anyway whatever may be the meaning of the word
or whoever may be the inhabitants the village is known
as Hatila., The village is discussed below according

to baris,.
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4.4,1 West Hatila (North Para):

Khan bari: It is the homestead of Khan linsage or
descendents. They trace their origim from landed
aristocratic class., This is a traditional Unchu bari‘
in this village. They were managing this part ef the
village and they had some subordinate people to

serve them. They take pride in their noble origin.

But with the growth of time they ares mot at the full
control of the *Para'. Only the membe#s who could
maintain their- economic solvency due to educational
attainments or by other means are holding earlier
gtatus. Generally they would not~establish matrimonial
relations with other common villagers. But now-a-days
the poorer section of the bari is establishing matri-
monial relations with the rising group in the village.
The members of the bari havimg education are found

to be modern, change-oriented and less superstitious,

"Munshi bari and Haji bari: These two baris ars

religious oriented. They are God fearing and tradition ‘-
bound people. They have matrimonial relations with

the Khan bari. Imspite of traditional origin members
having sducation are found to be modern, change-
oriented and participating although some reservations

are there,.
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Chyal bari: Chyal means one who constructs huts or
make agricultural tools or household furniture out of
bamboo. The members of this bari trace their origin

from a chyal, This is a traditional-Nichchu bari in

this locality. But some members of this bari by dint
of their physical labour acquired a considerable
amount of land property. Some of them are richer than
many of the Khans, But they cannot get matrimonial
‘relations with the Khan bari. The members who got

sducated can get married into Unchu bapgsha outside

the village but not in the same village. Educated
members of this bari preferred a change. There is a

-

change in their dress, manner, dietary habit also.

Chakun baris This bari is named after late Chakun Ali.

Possibly he came of hichchu bansha (low family status)

as he had no matrimonial relations with the traditional

Unchu bansha of the village though he had a big land

property. He was known in the locality for his land
property. But he did not care for educating his
children., At his death his descendents goUld not main-
tain the land property he left for them. They are

poor, illiterate and neglected in the village.

9

{
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Kearim bari: This is a big bari uwith a large population.
The inhabitants claim their tfaditional religious |
origim. But this is lost now. This bari named presently
after one Mr.Karim who became vgry rich out of his

bidi industry. His twe sonsg are also highly educated.
His elder son was elected member of the wnion council

in the 1964 electien. The educated from this bari are

found to be modern, change oriented. There is @ivillage

'sardar' (leader) from this bari. Co

Mazumdar bari: This bari is traditional amd members

are pious. Most of the members got religious éducation.
They ara not very much$iﬁterested in village affairs.

A faction of this bari got rich affer independence in
1975 by acquiring land property. But they'could not
attain social étatus because of their ill-manner and
Qreediness. They are not gettimg education for their
cﬁildren. They prefer agricultural‘modernization as

it brings them money., They do not prefer birth ceontrol

measurese.

Khasher bari: This is a religious oriented ftraditional

Wnchu bari. Though they are religiocus but modern educated

persons are found to prefer changes.

Chowkidar bari: In Bengali the word 'Chowkidar' stands

for watchman, This is a traditional nichchu bari in

\ T~ 3

\



village social hierarchy. Mest of the members are
illiterate, poor. They have no importént role to
play in the village. Both physically and socially

they give a:poor look.

Talunna baris The name of this bari does not carry

any meaning of social origin. They are a traditienal

nichchu bari., But their status is changing as some

members got:educated and financial soclvency. There is
a village 'sardar! from this bari. Now this bari is
countable in the village. Educated found favouring

a change.

- Satrani bari: The titléczof this bari doss not carry

any social .significance. They are traditional pichchu
bari, But the first graduate of West Hatila comes from
this house. Hence this bari got a social status.

Educated are holding good position with the Government.

Educated of this bari preferred changes.

Raiter bari: The name of this bari does not carry any_

social significance. Once they were at the bottom of
the sopial hierarchy iﬁ the village. But presently

this bari gained both financial stremgth and education.
One village politician hails from this housé. One

educated boy of this bari got married into Khan bari

by playing village politics. This bari is important
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in village affairs. Thers is a change in values and

attitudes of the educated.

Eku hafiz bari: This house is named after one Mr.Eku

who was a 'hafiz' means who could learn Quran by
heart. None of the members of this bari is educated
upto S.5.C, level, one person from this house is

expert in village affairs.

Majid beparl bari: This is not a traditional unchu

bari. This is named after ons Mr.Majid who was a
tradesman. Inmates of this house ars generally illi-

terate, They are found to be traditional and fatalistic.

Sardar bari: 'Sardar! means leader, This is & traditiomal

unchu bari. They are known for their land property and
physical strength. This bari is important in village
affairs. There is one villags 'sardar' or 'Pradhan!
from this bari. Educated are found to be modern and

i’

favoured changes.

These are ths constituent-baris ef morth para of
West Hatila. Once this para was managed by the members
of unchu baris but now-a~days, their authority is
challenged by the members of other baris having uwealth,

education, physical strength or stherwisely important,



The educated irrespective of family origin are found
to be modern, less supefstiticus, participating and

support the tremd of change.

444.2 South Para (West Hatila):

Akond bari: This is a traditional Unchu bangsha bari.

N

They trace their origin from moslem aristocracy. Now
a days their traditiomal status has been waned out.
Those who can manage service or business are main-
taining earlier status. Once they were very important

bari in this para. The present Gram Pfadhan, a neu

socio=political venture of the late President for
local self-government, has been elected from this
house. Inspite of traditional background educated
members of the bari are found to be moderp and change

orientsed.

Pradhan bari: This is a large size bari in respect of

population. They are not of traditional Unchu bangsha,
Some members of the bari gained status by virtue of
education and village politics. One membsr of the bari
has been elected a member of Union Council for
consegutive two terms. Educated persons are found to

be change oriented.

Budher bari: This is a traditional ‘'nichchu bari'. This

163
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house is not counted much in the village. Inmates

are poor, illiterate, superstitious.,

Patwary bari: This is a traditional unchu bari. But

presently this is a decaying house. Only a feu

members are educated. Educated are found to be modern

and change oriented.

\

Aftabuddin Patwary bari: This bari is named after the

man concerned. He is not a descendent of the Patwary.
Sometimes owt of curiosity the villagers give certain
nomenclature to a perscon or bari. Aftabuddin might have
been keeping good contact with ths Patwary or he might
be replicating the ways of Patwaris. In this way hse
might be called Patwary fictitiously. Sometimes out of
criticism alsc such a title is conferred upon a person.
Anyway, this is a nichchu bari. Education had no

headway in this group.

Ibrahim mistry bari: This is the name after one Ibrahim

Wwho was a carpenter. This bari has physical name also

as Bailler bari. They are traditionally nichchu bari.

Some educated persons got better status. Educated

found to be change coriented.

o

Samir Uddin barii This bari bears the name of one

Samir Uddin. This is a traditiomal nichchu bari.




Majority of the members are illiterate$, This bari

bears no significance im the village affairs.

Quazi bari: Quazis held prestigious social status

in the Moslem royal court as judges. Though the
members.of this bari trace their origin from a

quazi but now they are found ‘socially degrading. They
have no cultural heritage either ﬁeterial or nop=-
material, They deal in fishes. Déa%ing in and catching
fishes for marketing are regarded as down gradéd
profession in these villages in particular and

Bangladesh in general. Most of the members are

illiterates. .

Tina gazi Mazumder bari: Though thie bari has the nomen-

clature of mazumder but it is a nichchu bari like that
of Aftabuddin Patwary. Most of the inhabitants are

gither illiterate or primary educated.

Haji bari: Liks the Hajizbari of the nporth para, this

is a tra&itional Unchu bari. Thers are many eduéatad
persons in this bari. Though every factiom of the bari
could not keep pace with the chang@ng'time, the bari

in general demands a high status and position in the
village. There are more than one 'sardar'! or 'Pradhén' ;

from this bari. Educated are found to be moderm and
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prefering changes.

Bakaul baris:s This is a religiocus oriented traditional

high status bari. They are known for their better
standard of living though they are not very rich.
They bear a cultural heritage. Educated persons are

found to be modern and prefering changes.

Chyal bari: Unlike the Chyals of the north para this
bari is insignificant in the village. Almost all the
inhabitants are illiterates, poor. Thers are some

beggars also in this bari.

Mazumder bari: This is a large size bari divided into

many parts. This is a traditional unchu bari., This
" bari holds importance in the village. There are some
village sardars or pradhans from this bari. Earlier
there were some uéion lsvel leaders from this bari.
fFducated persons are found modern and preferred for

a change.,

Thus, in this para there are both Unchu and
Nichchu baris. Educated persons irrespective of bari

status are found to be modern and change-oriented.

4.4,3 East Hatila:

Chowdhury baris: This bari trace its origin from feudal




origin. This is the traditional unchu bari. The
construction of this bari is different from other
baris of the village. There -are many brick-built
houses in this bari. In the village affairs they

had a last word., They haQe no maérimonial relations
within the village, The mias of Tangirpgr and these
Chowdhuris are related with each other. But with
growth of time, abolition of zamindary system, intro-
duction of democractic polity, mass éducation their tra-
ditioQalu‘authority is challenged by other groups.
Majority of the members both male and female of this
bari are edwucated., Though some members are still
holding traditional views but members with education

are found to be modern amd change oriented.

Khundakesr bari: They trace their origin from priestly

class. This is a traditiomal unchu bari, Now a days
the§ have lost their earlier reputatioﬁ. They could
not keep pace with the modern education. After the
death of an important personality the bari had a
social scandal., Generally they are found traditional

i

and less thange-oriented.

Mader bari: This is a lanﬂgd aristobratic bari. The
village Primary school is located in the vicinity

of this bari. Of course, education could not make 4



major break through in this bari. Only a few got

educated. Educated are found modern.

Khaser bari: This bari is divided inte two parts.

This bari is known for their orthodoxy. There is a
controversy over some of their religious rites anmd
rituals. Even modern educated of these hari are not so
modern in comparisoen to the educated of other baris,
they try to maintain a distance from other parts of

the village.,

Mridha paris This is a traditional Unchw bari, There

is a village 'sardar' from this bari. Educated persons

are found to be modsrn and change-oriented.

.Pradhan bari: This is a traditienal nichchu bari. There

is a village 'sardar! from this house. Educated from

this bari found to be modern and change-oriented.

Muharam ali Moulvi bari¢ This is named after Moulvi

Muharam Ali. This is a traditional nichchu bari but
due to this moulvi (religious sducated person) it got
some status. This is not so important in village

affairs. Inhabitants are mostly illiterates.,

Abjaner bari: This bari is inhabited by the kept of

some landed aristocratic family. They are known for

anti-social activities. Almost all the membsrs are

illiterates.

168
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‘Adam ali Patwary bari: This name originates from

one Mr.Adam ali who gained social status by good
manners. Though originally this is & nichchu bari
but now they are holding important position in
village hierarchy. Some members got educated,

Educated favoured a change.

Mazumder baris Though mazumders in the district of

Comilla are aristocratic family, this bari is not
traditional aristocrat. It is said they are the
deséemdents of the concubine of the Chowdhuris of

the village. But now they are the best known bari

in the whole of the locality as some of the members
are highly educated and hold very important positions
with the government., Members of this‘bari are found

modern and change orisnted.

Mirza bari: Mirzas are the aristocratic family in the
Muslim socisty. The general members of this bari are
not in a position to maintain their earlier status
but sducated are maintaining the status. Educated

-

A . . .
are modsrn, participating.

Bhuiya bari: This bari is divided into many parts.

It is a traditional aristocratic (unchu) bari. There

are both religiocus and modern educated persons in



1

thisg bari. Modern educated persons are found to be
modern, participating and change oriesnted. There

is a village ‘'sardar! from this bari.

Mullah bari: This is a religious oriented unchu bari

like Khundekar. There was a renowned personality\
in this bari. After his death, the descendents could
not maintain the status, Most of the members are
illiterateS. Some of them are invelved in anti=social

activities.

Quazi baris: Though quazis are noble descendent but
this quazi bari is not a traditional unchu one. Educa-~

tion could make no headway in this bari.

Chowkidar baris: This is a traditiocnal nichchu bari.

There is no change in their status as they could gain

neither edubation nor wealthe.

Munshi bari; This is a traditional unchu bari because

of their religiosity. Educated persons are found to

be modern and prefering changes. There is a village

'sardar! from this house.

Fazal bepari bari: This bari is named after a petty

tradesmam Fazal by name. It is a traditional nichchu

bari. But this bari is important as some members

7

0
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acquired considerable wealth and education. Educated
are found to be modern and change~criented., There is

a village leader from this bari,

Gedu bepari bari: This is a traditional nichchu bari

with a large population. Because of their numerical
strength they are holding importance in the village
affairs. There is-one village 'sardar' from this bari.

There are some educated persons who preferred change. -

Jalal Uddin Karati baris This is a traditional nichchu

bari and bears the name of a person who would cut
timber with saw, There are some sducated persons who

are found to prefer a change.

A

Hamid Ullah bepari bari: This is & traditional nichchu

bari. Some educated members are there in this bari.

Educated are found to prefer For a change.

Sit gazi baris This is a traditional nichchu bari.

This bari holds no importance in the village. There
is one educated person who is found to be moderm to

some sxtent,

Hanijer baper bari: This is a traditional nichchu bari

with a large population. Some of the members are

considerably rich. by land property. There are someeducated
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~persons in this bari. The local high school is'very
close to this bari. Though traditionally of nichchu
origin, this bari is very imporfant im the uillage;
There is a village ‘'sardar' from this bari. Educatéd

are found to be change oriented. ' . .

4.4.4 Summary:

In brief, this is the short deséription of the
baris and their social status im this village of
Hatila., In earlier times land; birth were the deter- .
minants of social status, powesr and authority. The
Chowdhuris in collaboration with the Khans, Khundakers,
Bhuiyas, Patwaries, Mazumdars had the absolute authority
over the village affairs. With the growth of time this

traditional powser, authority and status are decaying

et e e

rand facing challenges frdm other groups. Education,

(

political movement, democratic pelity helped the
general villagers to take part in village affairs with
a changed role and status. Irrespective of bari origin
educated are found to be/modérn, and ﬁrefaring changes
im the village communities. The society is changing

from ascribsd status to achieved ane.
rd

4,5 THE VILLAGE QF HARIAIN: '

[

Nething can be said definitely as to the origin

i
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of this village. But its physical settlement and

land arrangement show it to be very close to UWest
Hatila, Actually Uest Hatila and Hariain look alike
hence they may have same origin. Generally villages
are demarcated by their agricuitural land from each
other, as for example Hatila and Tangirpar. But thers
.ils no such apparent demarcation line between Hariain
and Hatila (West). Of course, there is separate
official record for villages narrating area and

boundary.

The village is discussed according to baris in
brief for a general view, The villags is divided into

West Para (part) and East Para (part).

4,5,1 West Para:

! i
Mirza bari: This is a unchu bangsha (high family) bari

in this village. They trace their origin from a
religious saint. Their Hari is separated from the whole
of the willage. They have their ouwn separate agri-
cultural land gfazing ground independent of thetvillage.
They can look after their family affairs without others
help. They can be compared to some extenp to that of
agraharam of Sripuram (Beteille; 1966). Earlier,

they had no matrimonial relations within the village.
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DF'late, they had established soms marriage conmections
uiih the mizi bari, another umchu bari of the village.
Except one fraction, the whole of the bari is decaying.
The present union council membér, an aducaﬁed person,
hails from this bari, He is maintainimg the earlier
status of the bari. The educated are found modern

and change oriented though they are conscious of their

garlier status.,

Mizi bari: This is a'unchu bari but they are decaying,
due to the less of land property, population pressurs,
lack of general education. Only a few members of the
bari are esducated who are maintaining previous status.
The present"Gram Pradhan' is elected from this bari.
He is an educated persop. Some of the members got
modern sducation and they are found to be modern and

praferriné changes.

Chyal baris: This is a traditional nichchu family in
village social hierarchy. But due to land property and
numerical stremgth this bari‘is countable inm the
village. There are two traditional 'sardars! from this
bari as they are otherwissely iﬁportant (Beteille; 1966).

But this bari had a personality whose sons are highly



educated, obtaining foreign degrges alsc. They are
holding importdnt positions with the government. Dus
to educational attainments they are holding high
status not only in the village but in the thana
(taluka) also. The educated are found to be modern,

participating and change oriented.

Chowkidar bari: This is a traditional nichchu bari.

They are illiterateg. They are superstitious and

tradition bound,

Haji bari: Originally this is a traditiomel nichchu
bari. But arcund 1945 one_gentleman perfcrméd ;Haj'
at Mecca gaining a status for the house. Now this
bari is named as haji bari. His son and grandsonsare
also educated. Some members of the bari acquired

some wealth working as semi-skilled workers in Dacca,
Educa%ed are found to be modérn and change oriented.
There is one pasrson who is an expert in village

politics,.

Dighir Par bari: This bari is so named as it is

situated on the bank of a big pond (dighi). The
residents of this bari are not from the same descendents.

People from different uillages‘settled here buying
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land. One faction of this bari is of better descendent.
Most of the people of this bari are illiterates. There
are two primary educated persons who are active in
village politics, They are considered important in
the village. They are participating in public works

and found to be modern to some extent.

4,5,2 East Para:

Hafiz bari: The residents of this bari are the descen-
dents of the renouned saint. This is a traditional
unchu bari, But its earlier status is decaying as the
members are not educated except of a faction, Some
members are involved in anti-social activitiss. The
educated section is maintaining status. Though of

religious origin educated are found modern and change

oriented.

Khalifa bari: The residents of this bari trace their

origin from a tailor (Khalifa). This is a traditional

nichchuy bari. But the residents of a factbn of the

bari are highly educated both males and females. They
are very important in the village and locality. Of
course, due to many social scandals their prestige
has come down recently. The educated members of the

bari are modern and change oriented. There is a‘sardar’

from this bari.



Bhuivya baris Bhuiyas are traditicnally unchu bari

in Bangladesh rural community. But this bhuiya bari
is totally forgotten in this village. They have lost
all their land property. Almost all the members are

- illiterates. There are some social scandals within

this bari. Residents are superstitious, traditioenal,

Pandit barit¢ The ancestor of this bari was a Pandit

(Guru, teacher). He had a bstter status in the village.
But his son was invelved in a serious scandal with

a widow in the same bari. The social status of the
bari came down. There is ‘'sardar' from this bari.. The

educated are found to be modern and change oriented.

Daiyar bap bari: This is a traditional nichchu bari.
Some membars of this bari gained social status due
to serving the defence force (Army). There was 2

tsardar! from this villags,

Sardar barit This bari has no importance in the

"village, The residents are neither esducated nor rich.
Many members are sngaged in anti-social activities.
They are found illiterate, superstitious and tradi-

tional,

Konar bari: This bari is situated in a corner of the

village, hence it is called Konar bari (Kona = corner).



This is a traditional nichchu bari. Most of the
residents are engaged in manual works. Almost all
the members are illiterates. At present a litiga-
tion is running with a woman of this bari for =
scandal with a member of Pandit bari and other

from Khalifa bari,.

4.5.3 Summary:

In brief, this is the description of ths
village Hariain. Comparatively traditional unchu baris
are still dominaét in the village as they are edudatsd
also. Irrespective of bari origin educated are holding
high status in the village. Educated are found to be

modern, change-oriented and participating.

4.6  THE VILLAGE OF TANGIRPAR:

The name of this village, as it could be collected
from the experignced old villagers, stands for 'tang!
meaning something like tent floating on water. As to
the origin of this villagse, it is said, that the
original inhabitants of this village migrated from
nearby Noakhali district. It is said that these psople
fled away from their ancestral hamg out of the torture
of the feudal oppressors. These hélplass people ssttled

in this village and as they cpuld not erect a house
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they started their life in teng. In this part of

Banéladesh, as mentioned earlier, the whole area goes
under deep water during the monsoon. The duwellings
are to be constructed raising the baris by digging
ponds as a protéction from flood, Initially these
people could not do so hence\they started their life
in the tent (éang) floating on water. The word !'Par!
étands for a blace generally on the banks of Eanal,
river or pond. The meaning of the word !'Tangir Par!

is the 'place of 'tamg' (tent).

This villége is well knewn as it is the abode
of thé la;al zamindars. fhe zamindars established the
local "Tangirpar Hatila Uni@anigh School" in the
yéar of 1945 as a.junior high school, on their own
khas land. They bore all the recurrent and non=-

recufrent axpanditure at the imitiation of the .school.

The initiation came from a young educated member of

the mia bari. The school is government aided one.
The school managing committee is consisted of the
members from all the surrounding villages. The
founder, now an advocate by profession,. asts as
Secretary of the Committee. The school has a reputa-
tion for good schooling; Baris of this village are
described in brief to have an idea of the village in

gensral.

179
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4.,6,1 Baris:

Mia bari: As mentioned earlier it is the house in-
habitéd by the ex-zamindar family. The bari is
divide& into as many as five parts. The bari has a
panoramic view from the south facing the vast agri-
cultural field. There ars many houses in this bar%
built of bricks. The bari has abundant garﬁénS‘
filled with plants for fruits and Flowers; There
are many ponds both big and small filled with different

types of fishes, in the bari.

The sécial life of this family is different
from the whole of the village. Virtually there was a
time when the whole villégé and peeple were dirsctly
or indirectly subordinate to them. This can be coempared
as mentioned earlier, with the'agraharam' (Beteille,
1966). They do not keep matrimonial relationd with _
the village except the bhuiyas of the same village
and the chowdhuris of Hatila. In fact the ancestor.
of the chowdhuris of Hatila was brought here by this
mia family giving their daughter in'marniage and

offered the house (chowdhury bari) as a douwry.

Once the village was under their authority.

With growth of time their earlier status is changed. .



Either they are challenged by villagsers or they
keep themselves aloof from the village affairs
directly. Most of the members of this bari are
literates.Educated are found to be modern, partici-
pating and change oriented. Of course, saome aducated

persons hold traditional views also,’

Bhuiya baris This is a landed aristocratic houss,

Their seocial status is almost at par with that of

mia bari. This bari has a coﬁparatively small popu-

~
-

lation., Almost all the members ars educated, Educated
are found to be modern and change oriented, more or
less. There is one educated person who ploughs his

lana himself with a tractor.

Patwary bari: The patwaris are supposed to be aristo-

crats inm this locality. But this patwary bari is not
so reputed one as they might have been of subordinate
status under the mighty mias. Now a-days, due fo
education they are important in the vill;ge; Educated
are found to be modernm and praferring for changes.

There is a village sardar foom this bari,

Pradhan bari: This bari has a large population. They

are not of traditional unchu status. But presently
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they are only next to mia bari in impcrtancg'in the
village, Theré ars many rich and educaéed pérscns

in this bari. There is an influential village leader
from this bari. Once he was elected a member of the
Union Codncil/Parishad. Educated are found to be

modern and change oriented.

!

Makram ali bari: This is a traditional nichchu bari.

The inhabitants are poor, illiterate, superstitious.

Fateh Ali bari: This is a traditional nichchu bari.

The inhabitants are poor. There are some educated
persons who ars mors or less modern amd change-

oriented,

Bara bari: This is a traditional nichchu bari. This
is a‘iarge bari. This bari is getting impqrtance in
the village as some members got educated,. Educated
are found to be moderm and change orientéd. Therse is

¢ . .
one ‘sardar’ from this bari,

3
¢

Maizer bari: The name of this bari indicates its

location in thse centre of the village. This is a tradi-
tional michchu bari. Now a aays some persons acguired
some land property. Educated are foumd to be modern

and pre%erring changes. There is a ‘sardar’ from this

bari.
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Uttar bari: This bari is not a traditional unchu ons.
But now a days this bari is getting seme importance.

Educated of the bari are modern and change oriented,

Gowal bari: This 1s a traditional nichchu bari. Most
of the inhabitants are illiterates.This bari is not

socially important in the village.

4.602 Summary :

In brief, this is the description of the village
Tangirpar accordinmg to baris. Once the villags affairs
would be managed by the traditienal unchu baris.The
miags and bhuiyas form the traditional unchu baris.
Other villagers were directly and dndirectly depen=-
dent on them. But now a days with the abolitionm of
zamindari system, introduction of dsmocratic pelity,
mass education, members of other baris also attained
some status in the village. Now a8 days irrespective
of traditional status people with education and
other gualities are getting importance. Educated

jare found modern and change-oriented.

447 THE VILLAGE OF NOAPARA:

This is a small villags. In Bengali, the word

'nopa' means mew and para means place. Noapara, then,
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stands for new place. ARctually this village is an
extensiaon OF‘Tangirpar village. Socially, economi=
cally and culturally it is related to Tangirpar.
But census and other official dacumants treat it

as a separate village, Origimeally, it appears,  the
residents uera’beople who would work for the feudal
family of Tangirpar mia bari. Some outcaste members
of the mia bari vere also accommodated in this

village. Baris are described below,

4,741 Bariss

Asgar mia bari¢ This bari is named after ome Mr.Asgar

who was a descendent of the mia bari of Tangirpar.
He and his family were made locale here because of
the family intrigue ¢f the mias or for some other
reasaonse This is a traditional unchu bari of the

village., There are some educated persons in this bari.

Educated are found to be modern and change oriented.

Fakir bari: The word 'fakir' stands for mendicant
or religious person. The inhabitants of this bari
trace their origin Froﬁ such a person. But now a
days there is no such religious person in this béri.

Educated of the bari prefer a change.
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Zamindar bariy The name of this bari indicates that

this place was once belonged to the zamindar of
Tapgirpar (mia bari). They héd given this place to
these people either as a gift for their service or
sold to them., Mést of the inhabitants are illiterates,
There are some persons with land property. They are
found to be traditionél and superstitious. There are

some literate persons who prefer a changs.

4,72 Summarz:

The village Noapara seems to be an extension of
the village Tangirpar. Both the villages are related
to . each other in day to day affairs, Comparatively the
-number of literates is less in Noapara village.
However, literates are found to bs moderm and prgfering

for changes,

4,8 TWO CASE STUDIES:

Two case studies are presented to idemtify ths
impact of education as an agent of soéial change in
these four villages of Bangladesh, as collected the
_researcher through his field works. Both the sketches
are of persons\having almost same backgroumd except

ome is illiterate and the other is educated upto

graduation. The fictitous name for the illiterate

e

<
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person is 'Khalil' and '3harif' for literate.one,

Both Khalil and Sharif are of same ags of 35/36.
Both of them are coming from agricuituralvfamilies.
Both of them have about 3 acres of land. Both of
them are married and maintain their independent
families with wives and children.,Khalii'is'a cultivator
and Sharif is a school teacher. Both of them reside in

the same village. Both of them have illiterate fathers,

Superstitionst: Khalil invites mullah at the time of
sowing and harvesting. He does not start any important
work an Saturaays and Tuesdays. Out of the twenty
questions asked on superstitious beliefs and practices
he applied in affirmative for all the questions. He is
found supergtitious. In contrégt, Sharif repliéd in the
"negative for almost all the items except some replies
on religioug orientation where he showed some reserva-

tions as for example, calling "“Azaan" for stopping

cyclone/storm.

Modernity: Khalil is not generally cencerned gbmut
social problems very much. He does not prefer schooling
for girls. He does not favour newv experiments., Hs
éppreciatea onets high family (uﬁchu bangsha) background

as a basic quality. He takes God's help as the most
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important future. He does not support te limit the
number of children v&iunta£&ly as it is a sin for
which he will have to Faée God at the great day of
judgement (Keyamat/Hashar). He doeé not think that

é maﬁ can be good without any faith ip religion, at
all. He is not connected to amy social organization.

To him food preblem ig the most important problem of
the country. Hs never;reads a news paper as he is
illiterate, neither he is interested in listening the
news. In contrast, Sharif is frequently concerned

with seocial problems both local and national, favours
squal schooling both for beys and girls alike, favours
new experiments, takes higher education and special
knowledge as the basis for holding high sffice and
social prestige. He thinks that hard work of the
people is the most important for the future of the
country, faveura limitation of the number of children
voluntarily as a necessity. He likes a stranger and
believes a man can he good without having any rel%gion.
He is aﬁtached tb local sccial and rural development
works amd holds the view that population grawtﬁ and
illiteracy are the biggest problems for the country.
.He feads newspapers almost daily as it is available a

in the school.
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Family and Marr;age: Nome of them faQours more than
one wife. Khalil feels that rituals and ceremonies
are part and parcel of marriage and they spould be
maintained. Hs pfefers marriage age for boys should
be 20 yearé and for girls as soon as they get

puberty, or‘it will be shameful For'the parents. He
supports. the doury system though he himself is not

in a position to pay the same githout selling the
land preperty. He feels 'Kabin' (marriage deed‘regis~
tration) is a secondary matter for marriage. He wants
'Purdéh‘ should be maintained strictly or God will
burn the womenfolk in the hell after death., In family
aFFairs he is the suprems authority and Hardly cares
Fo} wife for a decision., He supports 'Quranic' law

for the distribution of property amongst sons and
daughters. He favours a joint family. He ;s of the
opinion that if girls choose their own marriage
partners it would be a shame Fof the parents or
guardians and it creates social scandal. He cited such
a scandal, accordimg to him, in his uiilage. However,
he confirmed that the couple was happy after marriage,
He neither adopts nor supports family plannirg measures

as it is against God's will. In contrast, Sharif



éauours and adopts family planning measures and a
small Family. He will allow his children to choose
their marriage mates. The above mentianed’marriage
scandal to Khalil was not a scandal to sharif rather
he appreciated as the couplé was found happy. He
rather cited a marriége eveﬁ:as uncommon in which
parentslforced a girl to marry a certain person. He
wishes that girls should be treated squal to the

boys in alllaspects including the right of property.‘
Sharif takes education and personal gualities asg the
basis of marriage selectibn and Kabin should be
registered as a right of women. He thinks that marriage
should be simple without unnecessary rituals and
gxpenditure, and there shayld be no dowry. He brefers
marriage age for boys should be 26 to 30 years and
for girls around 20 years. Sharif holds the view

that women sthld maintain(thei? own sanctit} but
should not aléafé confined to house under sirict
'gggggg'and they should‘bs allowed to hold positions

in the public life,

Educational affairs: To Khalil sconomic security is
the principal goal of educatiom. He does not prefer
'school education for females. He thinks that 'Madrasah!
scholars should not compromise with school education
and the impact of school education on madrasah edu-

cation is not good. He thinks that traditional social
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values are breaking dowm and it is not good for
society., He thinks that earlier days were golden.

He does not favour co-education. About adult educa-
tion, he holds the view that it is the fancy > idea

of the government for vote. Sharif, in contrast,
feels that adult education is the crying nsed of

the day and co-educationm cam rum. He thinks that
society is changing and though apparently there éra
problems but ultimately they will be solved. He takes
change for'better. He‘thinks school education has an
impact on 'madrasah' education and its consequences
will be good for society. JSharif takes education as

a means to be cultured and good citizen of the country.

Religiosity: Khalil says his 'namaz' (Prayer) five

times daily. He prefers to visit 'Pirs', 'dargah' and

does not like the use of machime for religious purposss
as par?orhing Hajj by éeroplane. He distributes his

tzakat', 'sadgah' to mosque and madrasah. He thinks

that fate is pre-determined by God, man can not change
it. He believes that having no children at all or no
male child is a carse from God to the oppressors. He
cited example in this respect. He tgkes floods,

epidemics as 'gajab' (curse) from God to punish the:
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unbelievers. Hg prefers a religious lifé and peliefs
that religion can improve one's Fbrtune. Khalil

does not prefer artificial amimal inseminpation and
takes it anti~-god act. In contrast, Shapif~thinks

that man's life is not pre-determined and it can be

changed by his own endeavour., To him having or naot

having a child is biological not a curse from God.

He is not very regular in observing religious ritss

and rituals but he thinkslthat modern technological

ddvices can be used for religicus purposes., He distri-

butes his 'zakat' ‘'sadgah' to poor relatives and
neighbours and for social works like comstruction of
roads, briégeé, establishment of schools. He thinks
that artificial animal insemination is very necessary
in these days. He doss not believg that epidemics

or cyclome, floads, droﬁghts etc. are created by God
rather they are -due fo germs or environment or change
in weather cycles., Sharif also-does not believe

that religion can improve one's fobtuneLand he prefers

an activistls life.

Occupationss: Khalil prefers agricultural occupations
for his children. He prefers to buy land with the
income if he has. He prefers loans from private

sources rather than banks and co~cperatives as banks
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and other offices follow formal procedures and it
takes time. He finds officials are not fair and he
does not like to submit the documents to these
officials. At the early stage he did not like the

- modern agricultural inputs _and now he uses them as
they increased.production. He complains about ir-
regularity and corruption in the distribution of
agricultural inputs. 8Sharif, in turn, prefers, a
non-agricultural job for his children. He spends his
income to educate his children; He prefers loams from
banks and co-sperative societies. He adepts agri-

" cultural modernization inputs and believes it can
make the country self-sufficient in food. He is

i

actively associated with "Grow mere foed" campaign.

v

Social hierarchy and mobility: Kﬁalil takes family
background as the basic critsrion for measuring one's
social status. He“thinks that certain “Unchu (high)
bangshas (families) are loosing their status as they
are getting poor. He doess not like to have a modern
sanitgry latrine as it is not descent to haQe a
latrine closer to dwelling houses. He has no contact
with urban centres. Sharif, on the other hand, thinks

that one's social stamding depends on onme's educational
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and personal achievements. He explains that some

unchu baris/bangshas (high Families) are loosing

their social status as they could ﬁot keep pacs with
modern changing society due to lack of. education
whereas- some nichchu baris (low families) attained
social status dus to their educaticnal attainments.

He is optimistic im his attitudes towardsﬁhis Qord.
He prefer modern sanitary systems for‘ﬁeaiéh care.
He has contact to the urban centres eofficially and
through relatives and friends. He thinks that contact

between urban and rural communities are good for

the whole of society.

Pelity and Participatign: Khalil prefers that village
leaders (Sardars) should be from traditional unchu
(high) bangsha (family) and should be of old age. He

is not very particular in exgrcising his right of
vo%ing and he does so according to somsbody's influence.
He is not imterssted in any public works. He has no
communication with the rural development projects

and takes. this venturse of the government to collect
votes‘as mentioned earliser. But Shérif prefers the
selection of leaders on the basis of their épirit

of social work, education and other qualities.' He

is very particular in exsercising his right of franchise
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and participating in public and rural development
works as 'Swanarvi;' project (self-reliant) !food
for udrks’ programme. He is relaﬁed to national
level political party. He has communicatiom with

leaders at local and national for personal and

socio=political interests.

The foregoing profiles give a general view of
the impact o f education on attitudes, values, rols
and status of two villagers. Both the respondents had
more or less same origin but they differented at lot °
due to educational attainments. These case studies
show that education has an impact on society and it
helps the socisties to change. These facts will further
be analysed im Chapter V in analysis and interpreta=-

tion of whole data for the study.
449 SUMMARY :

Above discussions throw some light about the
villages and villagers under study. The villages are
under strain of change 'due to many factors both
exogenous and endogenous.lln former agéh traditional
Unchu(high) family members would domiﬁata the village
affairs by their informal authorityﬂas that of

brahmins in Sripuram (Beteille, 1966), 'Khandans' in

Meherpur (Chowdhury, 1978), Chowdhuries in Nayanpur
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(Karim, 1976). But presently irrespective of

family background villagers with educétional attain=-
ments, income, personal.qualities, are found
important in the village. Villagers with education
irrespective of income, occupatiom, bari (family)
status are found to be less superstitious, modern
énd change oriented in their attitudes, values and

roles in the society,.



