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THE DATE OF DHANAPLILA.:

Iike most of the Jain Sanskrit and Prakrit éuthors,
Dhanapdla was expected ﬁom to have kept mum as to the
exact date on which he rinished the compésition of his
™, though it is clearly mentioned that the work was
composed during the life-time of the Paramira King Bhoja
ot 3héré%ﬂe-has also referred to the fact that the

Paramira king vVakpatirgja Mulja honoured him with the
) . 2
title "Sarasvati®™ in the midst of his rogal court.in his

PIN, héwever, he has clearly mentiomed that he composed

it in the city of Dhard in the year on thousand twenty-
4

: 3
nine (1029) of the vikrama Era. The year synchronized =&
with the sack of the city of Mannakheda by the forces of
a Malava king% In his SMU he has reterrefi to the sack

of Siriméladesa; Anahilavada, Caddavalli, Sorattha,
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Delavdda, and Somesara by one who also tried, unsuccess-
fully of course, to pull down amd break the idol of ma-
havira at Saocéura (i.e.Séoora)? According to puni shri
dinavijayaji?’this refers to the icomnoclastic expeditions
of mahmud of gazni who reached Sdcora in the year V.Sam.
1081 (i.€.1025 A.D,). We éet this much exact data from

Dhanapala himself;

I. IDENTIPLCATION OF THE MALAVA KLWNG :- Now, the

event of the sack of mannaskheda is identified by shri
K.M.Munshi7 with such an exploit by the Parami@ra King
Siyaka II, alias Harsa, who led an attack against-the
Rastraxuta Xing Fhottlva of manyakheta. rhis place has
been identified by Pandit pechardas Doshl with the pre-
sent Mankhed in the Penth Paluka of MAsik District in
maharéshtra? Puspadaﬁta aléo has recorded this event in

9
his NAg qkumaracarlta. As to the identification of this
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5« See intra Chap. II. ft.nt. No. 39. ,

64J55.,V01le3.N0e3.0p.249~249Pandit K.X.Shastri also
agrees with Munl Shri ginavijayaji. cf.Ap.Kv.Pt.I.ppe
"%6"4’80

© TeGDeppslil-112.

8.PILN(D).INtT0.D 14. g

9. ci.\TK.C .ﬁm«?ﬂ?{“‘k?’ Iﬁ?{ta§m?{ a“r«noﬂ"qﬁﬂ"fﬁf Hi"'ﬁR:*qu )

FRTTR R @m(k\_} ST ﬁ%»ﬁ‘ﬁq&v@‘(ﬂr ra&r
Roufis , o amd EFWT‘("“ TR ARge

Zran Bl | as quoted in JSAT.pp.327-328.




80

10
Paramira king we have a clue in the Uaduyapura Prasasti
vhich informs us that it was ¢ri Harshadeva, i.e.Para-
mara Siyaka II alias Simhadatta, who was first attacked
by the Rég@rékﬁta King Krsnar&ja III of Manyakheta, and
the former retaliated b& leadiné a counter-attack against
Khottiga, the younhger brother and the successor of Em
ﬁygparéja III, whom his contemporary Halayudha has men-
tioned in his Kavirahasya%lThe first épigraphic record of
Paraméra Siyaké II is the Hérsola Grant dated 949 A.D%
fthen the empire of the Gurﬁ radeda broke up in 940 4.D.,
Paramé;a Vairisimha II or his son Siyaka II was left as
the viceroy of this newly conguered territories by the
Rﬁstrakﬁta'Emperor Krsnardja III%Bshri D.K.Shasmii B
opines that siyaka II must have seized the MAlava terri-
tory from Madhava the vassal of King Mahendrapdla of
Kanoja and established his own iﬁdependent kingdom with
_his capital at Ujjayini}4betwaen V,8am.1005 to 1029
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(i.e. 949 to 973 A.D.). Krsmaraja II1 died in 968 A.D.
and vas sucéeeded'bﬁ ﬁisiyounger brother Khottiga. B&‘
970 A.D. Siyaka II consolidated his power“and marched
on Ményakheta%515.972 Ak D, he was at the gates of Manya-
kheta which he captured and sacked. It is this event
which is referred to in the PLN and the Udayapura Prasasti,
" as also by Puspadanta in his NKC. By this time he had
shifted his capital to Dhara further away from the reach
of Ményakhe@a}7xho§?iga~died during this war%S

II. DATES OF THE PARAMARA KINGS :- It is clear from

the above reference of the PIN that Dhanapdla was a
Junior contemporary of the Paramira King Siyaka II whom
he mentions in the TM by naﬁe%99andi% Bechardas Doshi
rightly concludes that Dhanapals must have been at least
twenty years of ége when he composed hig PLN?ODhanapéla
expressly mentions in his TN that the greaﬁ sh@ scholar-
~king Mufija publicly conferred on him the title 3aras-
21

vati" when he was very young and a poet but in making.
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1t is possible that this honour might have been conse-
duent to his,comp;etion of the compilation pf his,now
no more.extant, Sanskrit dictlonary’ called 'lamamzla’.
Even the PLN might have been instrumental féf such an
occasion. the earliest known date of the Paramdre King

kpats . -
V%’garéjg 1I, alias Muifija, the successor of Siyakéﬁl,

is v.sam. 1031 i.e. 975 4.D5°Tradition maintiins that
wulia was captured alive during his expedition in South
India against the Calukya King railappa Il of Kalyéni,

. _ . 23 S
a feudatory of the ragtrakitas. Muilja was later on

, 24 -
executed by Tailappa 1I. This is conrirmed by the Gandha-

wani plates dated 3.3.997%5This occured between the two
‘ewents, viz., after Amitagati's completion of the Subhi-
sita-ratna-sandoha dﬁripg the life-time of puiija in the
year V.3am. 1950 (i.e. 994 A.D.)%éand the dats death of
Tailappa II, the ¥iller of MuXja, in the year V.Sad.1054

. 27 ) ‘
(i1.ee 998 A.D.). Shri XK.M.Munshi locates the event in
. 28 - ) - :
995 A4.D. Dr. D.S.rriveda puts Mullja between A.D.974 and
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994. gindhurdja was the immediate successor of vakpatirdja
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wuﬁja»as has been expressly mentioned by Padmagupta?O
Lt least tive dynastic inscriptions stand to prove
this?l put Sindhurdja did not rule tor long and he was
soon succeeded by his son Bhoja. Padmagupta @ust have
composed his N3C before 1001 A.D, as the earliest reco-
rded date of Bhoja is Saka 923 (1.e. 1001 A.D.) on the
evidence of the Syamaladandaka of Pur@nteka which refers
to the grant of a hundred “agrahﬁrés“?zThe assunption
" of pr.pihler who puts the date of the cémposition of
the NSC by Padmagupta alias Parimala in 1005 4i.D. is
based on his wrong assumption of the earliest date of
Bhoja as lOlO A.D?BMerutuﬁga has given the duration of
Eﬁoja's rule as fifty—five years, seven months and three
éays?4on‘the strength of the Ma&ndhata urantj dated
1055-56 4.D. Dr. ®.C.Choudhary puts the earliest date
36

of Jayasimﬁa, the successor of Bhoja, in A.D.1055.

Following this line of evidence, Bhoja's accession may
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be considered to have taken pléce in the year 9389 A.D.
‘this, according to Dr.pD.C.Ganguli, settles the furthér—
most.limit of siﬁdhﬁréja;s reign?7 Dr. Ganguli differs
from Iassen and Bithler on the authority of the MAndhata
Grant.coupled with Merutunga‘s statement about the
g% extent of Shoja's rule? éhoga was no longer ruling
in phaza, and hence had long expired, in 1062 A.D. When\
Vidjﬁpati Bihlana reached there on his jgurﬁey'ffom
ﬁashmir toAvarious places in North India?glt was at the
instance of this Paramdre Bhojarﬁja; who wanted to be
entertained by a Story based on Jain seriptures, that
Dhanapala composed his prose-roménce, viz, the TM%O

III. THE 3ACK OF SACORA :~ In his SKU Dhenapdla

refers to the sack of Somandtha Temple in V.3am{1081
(i,e. 1025 i.B.) by Mahmud of Gaéni who starded for
Mmultan on the 10th Sha'ban (6th October) and reached Rm'

Mu;tan in +the middlé of Hamzan and marched towards
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Anehilavida. Bhimadeva I fled .on his arrival and took
refuge at Kapﬁhkot in Kﬁtch%lBy this time Dhanapala
must be about seventy-two yeafs of age, when he might
_ have been living at S&cora where he migrated and‘settled
after his alienation with Bhoja at Dha@ri. Pandit Becha-
rdas Doshi is right in holding that the poet lived for
about ten to fifteen years more after the event%z

The life-span of Dhanapala, thus, falls between
950 h.D.si.e. before the accession of Vakpatirdja II
alias'ﬁuﬁja and 1050 A.D., i.e. before the death of
Bhoja. The g composition of the TM must have been
between 1010 4.D. and 1025 4,D. during the heydays of

Bhoja's regime. -



