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"CHAPTER ELEVEN

S0CIAL DATA

4

LITERARY works are written for the display of
s the poetic skill of the author and hence references
to mmmawk social customs are scattered and scanty, Be-
sides, in a work like the TM which depicts the life of
semi~divine beings in parts, and that too with a speci-
fie Jainistic colouring due to the author's attitude as
a devout Jain, a clear idea of the actual ordinary soci-
al 1life naturally becomes difficult to obtain, and at
times the social picture tends to be but partially ref-
lected. But, at the same time, as has been rightly obser-
ved by Di. K.R.Potdar% the deseription even of an imagi-
nary soéiet&’will necessarily be coloured by the deseri-
ption of the contemporary society, though iﬁ requires
the process of cleaning the grain from the husk in order
to catech at the hidden feferenees to‘certain.facts, leave~
ing aside the rhetorical part. It is in this way that, as

has been pointed out by Dr. B.J;Sandesara? literature is

-—— - -

1. JUB, Vol. XI’ptoII, Sep‘h-,1942.p.113.
2+ Svae, Vol.l, No.3, May,1964, pp.255-62.
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one of the most important sources for the study of his-
tory. Linguistic palaemntology throws a good deal of
light on the social and cultural history for which rea-
son aléo the study of literature is essential,

An attempt is here made to present a fairly faith-
ful picture of the social life on the basis of all the
available evidences -. even the minutest one being sought

to be utilized — from the text of the TH,

I : PEOPLE, THEIR OCCUPATIONS, SOCIAL ENTERTAIN-
" " MENTS AND PASTIMES i~ A
(A) RACE AND APPEARANCE s~

Dhanapala “has searcely referred to the deta-
ils of physical features of his characters, but his refe-
rence to the fire-pit origin of the Paramara line3has
raised a few doubts about théir being of Aryan origin.

The same legend has been repeated by Padmagupta 4 and

2 The Harsola Grant (949

by the Udaipur Pralasti also.
A.D.) proves the close connection between the Paréméras

and fhe Ragirakitas. The Paramdras were the feudatories

3. TM(N), Introe, vs+39 ab: ‘Qf?Ei'??r ﬂiﬁiﬁfﬁ‘ ﬁ??ﬁ?i
THETONEA W W TeniranT  HATT HER-

305y |
4. NSC, XI,64-T2,.
e EI, Vol. XIX, pp.236££., vES. 5~6. ) ~
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of the Gurjara Pratihd@ras right upto the time of sIyaka
1I. Padmagupta, a contemporary of Munﬁa vakpatiraja 1I,
writing in his own court calls the patron king a 'Brahma-
kgatra'; descending from a Brahmin who hadhtaken,éb arms?
Jacksoﬁ, Bhagavanlal, Hoernle, Bhandarkar and Smith hold
$hat the Gurjara Pratihfras were a foreign tribe and that
they immigrated th India with the Hupas in circa 450 A.D.
Sinee-they are also satd to have orlginated from the
fire-pit, like the Calukyas, the cﬁhamagas and the para-
maras, all these four clans must have been of foreign
origin, But Dr. C.V.Vaidya, Shri G.H.0jha and Krishna-
swami Iyengar have proved the unsustainability of the

7

theory of immigration. Shri K.M.Munshi thus concludes

that the Pratihdras, the C3hamdpas, the CZlukyas and the
pParamaras were allied clans which belonged to Hindu
society in a stage when Brahmanas, and Kgatruyag waEs

freely allied with each other in matriﬁony.sbhangpila

has mentioned the Gurjaras also.9

There are stray references to the golden complexion

10

of Queén Madiravati, shining loveliness of King Megha-

- - 11 1 ;
vahana, pointed nose of Malayasundari, 2t0uch-stone-1ike

6. GGD, p.l9-20.

Te HHy I, 1513 BMHI,I"P083ff0! JLD’ Uni.of Cal, X,l}o
80 GG’D: p.19-2 * . o~

9. TM(N), Pe5(14)s

10..ibid., p.22(8):~ FT TR <o

11, ibid., p.l4 5); --m‘hm— I oStavyt..]

12, ibid., p.161( )=“~55ﬁﬁua\4€“T“~4
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1
black face of a goldsmith,_3 dark bodily complexion of

14 15

Vidy&dhara Muni™ and of Samaraketu.

There are references to the people of other regions

of India, such as, the Y@davas of Kgngi,lsand women of

various regions knowﬁ by the nameg’nraviga,vioéala,
Afga, Kulﬁta, Megadha, P&ncf@la, Vanéa, gtnﬁhn"saurigyra-

ﬁag@alé, Kalifga, Kénci}laxuntala,lg

Lata20; the last three being noted for the beauty of

Kerala, Sindha and

their cheeks, teeth and side-glances respectively. The
forest tribes of the Pragjyotisa region are noticed for
their lack of cultured way of 1ife.2lmhe vidyadharas of
the Vaitﬁghya mountain havé been noted foi their bravery

2

and expertise in mystic sciences. ? The Sabara tribem is

said to be the progeny of Iord Siva in his role of Kiritag3
There are references to the tribes called Bhilla, Nﬁhala,
Mleccha, Jalaminu§a24and the frontier peopie having single

leg, horse~like mouth, camel-like neck and profuse hair,

13, TM(N), D2(20) 1 FIVGHAT ST PRI FAL: )
12, 1bide, De24(62L.) siRRrcrTerrmhaifir. . ~rgreedr TITE
15, ibid.,p.100(17£f.): FAATAT  FAET A g -

16, 1bldo, p.267(1). - 'ST{ . e

17, 1bid. Di361(9); T ETRURAM) } L

18. ibid.p pp026 "2670

19, ibid., $.202(20).

20, ibide., D.203(12£f.).

21s ibid., P.201(4£L,) s--Tores SE=n L AT AR FAT -~ AL |

22, ibidog p.266(l?ff.).wm@¥$&m -ﬁ‘&m E"ﬂ'&ﬁ'ﬁa’mq ]

23. ibide, P.239(21);:-- FRFTAS (T AETFTH - -

24, ibid., DPP.199(21); 201(21); 208(16), 210(12£f. ),

25. ibid., p.202(4£2.): HRGREAY ~r ey RrpaHimaealxa-
dﬁgg“ﬁ;cwuqaﬁﬂNWtq\,aﬁf%z“&ﬁiﬁﬁt;,4ar-r¢nnn5fﬂin:TTﬁ€FLf
%ﬂ“Fﬁﬂ1@me%@455*€3ﬁﬂqﬂ WA AIGGA - |
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(B) CLASSES AND CASTES :-

" Drs D.C.Ganguly informs us that the population
of Malwa mainly consisted of theuBrEhmaéag, Kgatriyas,
Kayasthas, vaibyas, Sldras and pailikas.26 Dhanapéla
clearly refers to thé four Vargés and Aframas:?’ There is
no specific reference %o the superioriﬁ& of the Brahmins,
irrespective of their learniml or the lack of it. But
they ce;tainly enjoyed a high position from whiech ihey
expected respect from the royalty and conferred their
blessing when they duly got itQZB they lived in a well=-
defined colony of their own.2? The term ‘Dvijati* signi-
fied the first three classes, viz., Brahﬁins, Kgitriyas

30 yany Brahmins lived on alms and this seems

and vaiSyas.
to héveﬂconxribtted to lowering their respectable position
in the society, especially the Jains,3lthough the Saivite
royalty seem to have respected the 'v;pra' class t; which
Dhanapala belongéd and on which the‘Paramgra kings confe~

rred due honours. The érotriyas were always engaged in

o7 gr?,)p.fasga;(zz) 13(21)

o TH(H), Do ; ) R

28. ibide, pell6(13££3); Hasd — FoWHGR QR fvor sthe
- WAT (g (3 o]

29, ibide, Pell(6): TEFATHT - (TN o)

30, ibid,, s348(19): -  Grawhivrar  uiferarder-—-|

3l TH(N), Pedd(9): w=HB 31 & WRSE-

FR, thidxy n.25c3¥Px ST Ve | ’ *xXpxE8LELExyx
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muttering of the Mantras and preservation of their res-
pective Vedic tradition by their adherence to sacrifi-
cial perférmances32 and they abstained from drinking and
meat-eating}as It is significant that though the Vidya-
dhara Muni was éupposed to be a Jain monk, Dhanapala has
mentioned the sacred thread in his cases ' The Vaikhana-.

35 36

sas were certeinly Brahmins; so also were the Tapasass

phanapala definitely speaks as a Jain when he slyly

37To this

refers to the exceeding cruelty of the Brahmins.
day the office of the religious priest kpurodhas) and the
temple-priest (devalaka)38 haes been held by the Brahmins
some of whom gradually took to Jainism, The sameusitua-
tion might have obtained in the days of Dhanapdla also,
though he has not specifically mentioned it. But the
function of a )Paurﬁgikaf was not neeessarily'that of

the Brahmins, as the same could be performed by Jain

nuns39; but then the word 'Purana' would signify not the .

ERzzoMtNIzEpARESdn . "
38, ibid., Del5(13): (FFUTNHHVN  INWLIOTL = - 368(6£L, )

| AR R R - wson ot -
33.33. 1biﬂo,p051(3ffo)o . ° as
34. ibidoy P024(5ff0):r“mm§‘&{j\>ﬂ "’HS?\R—Z’% \S(‘m:"
35¢ ibide, De358(8Lf.): SUFTHAT Wl g AT (ATTO) S G AT
6 i,\ Jrroce 5T3\:\L ﬂ?ﬁn‘m’ﬁf‘*“\
36+ ibide, ps202(1ffs)e ’
37, ibid., ps  Crsres(Gpla ety ataien

38, ibid. “ «15(5 H 6 .
39. ibid., g.aag%orf?g?u&mmﬂmﬁﬁ TR FTA
FUTA wﬁtamﬁzxs@rw\
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Bréhmanic Purdnas but the Jain ones insteed, such as the
ﬁahapnréga”of Jinasena, the Padmapurdpa of Ravigena and
others, There is no definite evidence to think that the
ministers and the officer in charge of religion (Dharma-
dhyakga)??%he cook (sﬁpgkﬁra) were necessarily Brahmins,
In the opinion of M.M.Gaurishankar 0jha, the Brahmin
élaas‘had not broken up into sub-castes till the tenth
century, though Al-Beruni has taken note of the commen-
cement of this pbmcéss.4o

) As hag been noted above, the then rulers of the
Paramara dynasty of Malwa were a mixed class of Brahma-
kgatra. But Dhanap8la seems to have avoided any refere-
nee to this. They establishggzigiations with various
ruling dynasties of India by intermarriages. The K§atriya
elass is referred to as 'Rajalokaf in generali M.ﬁ. Gau~
rishankar 0jha Sbserves that the position of this class
was alsoconsidered high in view of the political power
they possessed, Mestly it was from this class that the
positions of king, commander-in-chief and soldiers came,
though Rudraditya , the minister of Munja seems to have
been a Modh Brahmin and Kulacandra, the commander-in-
-chief of Bhbjafs army seems to have been a Jain Bania,

£0. AT, T,pp.100~101s
41. EBS, .DPed2e4

-———
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These classes wewe getting mixed up due to the influence
of Jainism and inter-class marriages. Due to the lack of
land for cultivation and due to the influence of Jainism
which looked to it with disfavour, many Brahmins and
Ksatriyas took to other professions. A

' There is no Specific mention of the Vaidyas as a
class, but the caste named 'vanik' is mentien;d. They
were generally tradesmen, and naturally rich and cowa-
rdly, carrying on their business both by land42 and by
sea.43 Accidental inter-caste love-marriages were not
rare, but they were not considered with approval by the
caste-men. tThus, Taraka was rather ashamed and m he did
not go to live with hié Vanik relatives after his marri-
ége with the daughter of a sailor.44 The money-lenders mm
were known by the name 'Thakkura‘, who were wellknown
for theie obstinacy in confiscating the belongings of

villagers in the process of realizing the loans passed

on their manes.45

32, TH(H)s De117(13): GUTTIIH on 3 67(8) s T~ 5
130(5): atisenteree e offs T Ly |

230 lb;do, poll?(gg « BT e} A - :::_2127(10) '2;{“1“{ =) ezf

4, ibid. +129 -E»‘{‘E‘i&‘s 24 o ATSTVAS ":TT’*T
u\tsﬁi'lgagihéﬁﬁ%:?T‘Q%QVTﬁﬁn' 2%Wnﬂ¢3r4=ﬁr T?"

WIS =www  (ReATsRT O ST ﬁ*‘x&”{\
45, ibid., p.117(18ff.) FHEFEHIN EAND o Ty
Fﬁg{;zﬁﬁm@ﬁz@{ (RS s?(
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The C@ranas or Bandins, according to Dr. K.R.Potdar,

were a progeny of a Ksatriyam father and a sﬁdri‘ﬁother%G

The Kayasthas, again'a caste of persons born of a Ksatriya

47

father and a Sﬁdra mother were generally clerks of the

courts.48
Some of the class-nomenclatures originated from the
religious sect to which the peOple adhered. Among these,
Dhanapala has mentioned, the Vaignava, Bauddha.Svetambara,
and Raudra.49 ‘
Many other classes got their names from the occupa~
20 Lugpaka,51xiratas

Nav1ka,’8r Kaivarta or Dhivara,ssstha
59

tions of the people, such as Adhorana, 2

Kalada,53(;anika54

61

patyasseathaka,57 Nartaka,58 Ganaka, Kulala,GOSVaganik

Supakara§2 and so on,

4

Some other class-names came from the place of their

residence, such as Gr§meyaka,63 64 65

Vanecara,66 E@avika&argga,67

Nagaraka, & Ballava,

and so on.

46, JUB, Vol.Xl, Pt.II, Sept.1942,p.115,

47- SED(MW), p.274- Qe. . N

48, TM(N), DP.246(19): I (TISvTER]  FETUT- .- |

49, ibid., p.12(14); 15(13); 4(14); 10(21).

50. ibid., p.116(2-5)s - - 59, ibid.,p.76(22).

5le ibid., p.BEGAME 119(16)./60. ibid.,p.145(21).

52¢ ibide, De85(1)e 61, ibid.,p.200(17).

23« ibide, De2(20). "~ 62, ibid.,p.373(12).

24. 1bid., p.245(18£f.) 63, ibid.,p.118(9£f.).

§2° ibid., 3,126(19~20);283/ 64. ibid.,p.283(12).
* ibido’ polS(l)o / (9)0/65' 1bid.’p0118(6)0

57 ibido, p018(14)0 - 66, ibido,p.QOO(IB)p

58, ibids, p.18(16). 67. ibid.,p.200(19),



406

(C) QCCUPATIONS :-

- In9p1te of the general prevalence of the four
main classes and stages of life (Varpasrama), the occu-
pations of the people were varied enesaand there do not
appear to have been any sirict regulations as regards a
caste restricting itself to a particular occupation.

The growing influence of Jainism, Buddhisy, Vaigpavism
and é&ivism, and conseqneht decliné of Bréhmégism, en~
gendered a mixture of classes, castes and occupations,
as everybody was encouraged to profess these faiths due
to growing rivalry among them; Moreover, & laége variety
of occupations had come into existence with the progress
of cultures

Dhanap@la has mentioned the following amongm them,

69 0

viz.,*Goldsmitp,sé snxtgzzn Courtezan, sailor,7

71 Public;reeiter,7?Dancer,73'Acﬁor,74ﬁlchemist

78 78

Architect,

and ﬁetallurgist,75 Palmist,76 Magician, Cook, nutanisl?

Servant?0 AstrologerIB1 Armed-sérvant,ez Fodt-seldier,83

- - IR AT D TP D GRS A U W TS A T S W S T SR B O T W T W A

680 TM(N), p.85(l) HeAL . 760 ibldo,}_)064—(12) “fg?{fc\?i
69. ibid., D.245(18ff,) s®T /T7. ibid.,p.65(3ff. )%"‘\tﬁ:
T0e ibide,p.126(19) & 78. ibld.,p.69(11)?ruﬁ?wF
71. ibid.,p.15(1) .TRawey, 79+ ibid.,p.70(15) Jota%
72. ibid.,p.18(14) suda. 80, ibld.,p.?O(lﬁ)s\J\m
73 ibid.,p.18(16) -TAHY 81, ibid.,p.76(22) 5™

T4e ibid.,p.22(7) F=w 82, ibid.,p.83(11l) 4% .

75 ibide,p¢22(9£F.) Agwrtas - /83, 1b1d..p.84(5) vt
»ﬁﬁiﬁﬁa$
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84 85

Drummer, Archer,

-n21d89 Horse-keeper:’

93

SPittoon;bearer, 94

Harlot,

- 91
Eleghant-trainer? Artisa

6 8 88
clerk,S;Labourer,7 Potter, sServant-

722

95.
Woman-reciter, and so on.

Thus, all types of'prefessiﬁns - some intelligent, some

artistic, some deceitful and mmm others skillful — seem

to have been prevalent in the society of the days.

Many other professions were connected with the

gervice of the royal family and the government. Among

them, those noticed by our poet are : Staff-bearer,

Body—guard,97

- . 102 103 - 10 ,
officer}oaPostman, Peon, Door-keeper, ’Harem-maid,

and etCes

106
The peculiar usages like 'I&sikdjana'’,

'3evaka~v§ra'%08

98 .
Spy, Time-keeper,

'Ganaka-nivaha;,

96

98 g9

. 1
Water~fetcher, Mess-

108

107
‘JnatiY,
‘ 110

109 ona 'Mahamatra-vargga,

might lend to the probable prevalence of well-formed

groups or associations of those professionalsﬁ

84,TM(N),p+85(9) WerEH.

gg.igig.,p.lzggéig >
+ibi .,p.:ltl- ‘ﬁg\c“‘)‘

904ibide,pe81(1) . RaTLH -

91,ibide,p.184(23) 3045\31*\?32\’53'?.

92.4bid.,pe196(3) S

93,ibide,pe233(15) TALNEF -

95,ibide,pe322(9) MAFTIGRE,

96.ibid. ’pol4(22) >
97.ibid. ,polS(Z) IAEIRET

98.1bid.,p.15(6) SLETHT:
39.4bid. ,p.Ba(1) Rt
100.ibid.,p.69(9) &

> 101.ibid.,pe69(12) st

102 ,ibid.,ps110(16) "EElT .
103 +1ibid, ) P0116 ( 5 ) 1%54:??—3\'{ ,
104.1bid.,p.162(15) et
105.ibid. ,pe301(4) Domm T
106,1ibid.,p.61(12).

107.1bid.,p.62(18).

108.ibid.,p.70(16?
109,ibid.,p.76(22).
110.ibid.,p.184(23).
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(D) SOCIAL PASTIMES :-

' The chief pastimes of the people consisted of
strollinghin pleasure gardens , picnies, dancing, muisic,
painting, literature, riding, hunting. swimming, gambling,
ball~game, drinking and prostitution, _

Strolling leisurely in the pleasure gardens was
the common pastime of the members of royal families as
well as of people in general. Private gardens were raised
in the royal palaees and harems to this end. Many publie
_parks were also built on the outskirts of the cities.Thus
we have a reference to the public park named 'Mattakoiilaf

outside ayodnyd. ™ he public garden of K&nci has also

12 At times even the Jain temples had a

been mentioned.
park surrounding them., Thus Priyaﬁgusﬁndari built her

Jain temple in a garden'nameﬁ Mgnorama.llaThe temples of
Cupid both at Ayodhy§114and at EaneI were situated in the
above-mentioned public parks where people used to é&ther

115Prince

both on common days and on festive occasions,
Hariv@hana went to the Mattakokila garden with his fri-

énds‘and attendants to entertain hinself{llG At the

111, TH(N),p.105(15) FEree NAMIGS A QAL
112, ibid.,p.322(19£f.) AREY Repdahaasaigms FHmaQlraT

113, ibid.,p.408(4=T).. BT -
114, ibid.,p.108(18).
115, ibide,ps298(6-8) ¥ FLAMIN | IFA Femdmma W |

L IR RRSETANT FEsia st SYPWATLT Higu-

116, ibid.,pp.105-111. o
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Rathantpuracakravala city he passed his time in the harem-

ifll7Love-making and passing love-

~garden of Tilakamanjar
;lettersllaﬁas very convenient in public parks due to the
free atmosphere they provided.

Picnic was an akin pastime and it was accompanied by
swingiyg, adornment, flower-picking, and gambling.llg

Dancing seems to have been very popular, especially
on feétiye occasions. On the occasion of the birth of
Prince Hariv@hana at Ayodhya, the women-folk of the city
danced, in the palace premises, along with the inmates of

120

royal haremy Coubtézans and parasites danced in public

at the royal palace on the occasion of the birth of pri-
ncess Malayasundar at Kanci§121 King Vieitravirya spe-
‘,gially'get the princessés kidnappéd and gathered them from
h3a11 parts of India in order to arrange a dancing programme
6n the occasion of the Holy-Bath Ceremony of Iord Mahavira

at Mount Ratnak@ta in the Southern Oceanflzzmémberb of

117. TM(N), D+369(10~11),
118. ibid,., pp.108-110, .

119. ibid., PPe352(23)-353(9). . _ _
120, ibid., D.T6(20)-omd Hrmigx ~TCRIAEA

121, ibide, De263(16£Fs) THTAAT AFafarsmyy >Horepr: ---!

122, ibid,, D.268(11-16) - FmisT s @y MAGEr 3y
WRADT LT, TGO T AL FoTFT TR i oot | ... -
Tl e AR - A EIE AR\ WA o nSTaA-
AATATAR R AN TR Fohe qad@en(Rr WRasT |
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royal famolies were expected to be adept in the theorati-
cal as well as the practical aspect of dancing and other
arts{123 References to professional dancers are also sca-
ttered in“the~TM{124 Outstanding dancers were duly honoured
officially.lzséepular"dances called 'Rasa: are also men-
tioned and courtezans seem to have had weil-organized
groups for such performances during the festivals.126

Dramatic performances were closely connected with
danciné ags is evident from the references to theAtheatre,
stage, actor, performance proper and treatise on dramatur-

.127

Musical concerts and study groups seem 1o have been
another common pastiﬁe. Though the chief patrons of this
art were the royal families, the principal participants
were generally the eultured citizens both grofessional
as well as amateur. The words 'Gandharva’ and 'Gathaka’

refer to professional musicians, Alomg with practical

123, TLE (N),p.8 18(16-17 AT RGINA A a Ay G
A R oATTH (& qn,\

124. ibvid., p.18(16)- «m%s § 61(12).TH&miwiaA -
125, ibid., p.327(11-12)«ﬁrq— stes Fafera sy AT - abmzn}:

RLESU -

126, ibid., p.323(1 )- ‘\Q‘Z’Toﬁcé‘rﬂo\gq’ij qﬂz«f“-zr{“t?uznﬁ‘g‘

127. ibid., pe22(7);. 57(12-17), 208(21), 370(19)’“*““’“WV
ity R«”&A’@h&@dm {afay: -\
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Performances there used to be theoratical discussions
relating to the technical topics like musical notes,ete%%s
Hot discussions were not uncommon among musicians, dancers

and actors,lzgthough ultimately they were expected to
130

Painting was a favourite pastime of young people}31

result in all-round entertainment of the participants.

who happened to fall in love at the sight of portraits of
beautiful girls, as was the case with Brinoe HerivZ@hana
who spent days together in looking at %hevporfrait of
Tilakgmanjari(lBZTilakamanjarija mother Patralekhd reso-
ftgd to the means of showing the portraits of various
princes in order to spot out a suitable predestined matceh

133

for her daughter, Dhanapdla has put a critical appre-

eiation of a painting"in the mouth of Prince HarivZhana.
Public discussions of literary pieces and of arti-

stic and sﬁientifie treatises was also a common source of

intellectual entertainment of the elite. Literaiy groups

gathered for recital, of Subhﬁgitas%34'n@riation of intere-

sting stories from Purapnas and Itihasa}3scracking of jokeg,

128. TM(N), p.41(2) »ﬁﬁﬁ%?ﬁﬁzﬁfqﬂll—' .227(12--13)3“8“*7"’7“"?Ii
: T‘“"G\W{:m“i’r"dﬂ\ SNAMATL: ~--- § Do 372(3_7) avpaien -
axtamg - |\

129, ibid.,p.372(7-8) - °“3ﬁ“¢“ﬂﬂ@@ﬁT%ﬂnmﬂ&

130, ibid., P.184(4-5)- Fn¥a4r““v - shasweft -t

131. ibid., pe164(19)-Rrstakest -

132, ibid., pp.166-177. / 133. ibid., p.170.

134, ibid., p.278(21).

135, ibid., p.172(10) -faEm: &Aoo 3 107(20-21) f&afEE-
G fa R R - ) _

136, ibid., p.172(11)-- ot 1
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recitation and appreciation of poetic pieces of various
types such as enigmas, riddles, puzzling questions and
answers, Satprajnaka-gathas, verses of missing quarters
or syllables or Anusvaras}37 and for debates abounding in
the exhibition of the power of variegated speech%3gnd 80
on,

One of the pastimes of kings, princes and warrior
class was riding. After granting the boon, the goddess
Srf sets King Meghav@hana free from the restraints of the
penance~vows and asks him to enjoy, at his hearts content,

riding a horse, chariot, elephant, etc.zjg

which were the
eommon animals or vehicals for transport. During the festi-
vals people used to ride mock horses, elepiants, etc.,
fadtened to horizontal merry~go-roundsl40
with it was connected the pastime of hunting. Dhanapala,
being a devout Jain, was not much in favour of hun%ing,
though he himself seems to have aceompanied King Bhoja
on such expeditions quite a few times prior to his conver-

sion to Jainism., Even then he could not avoid sending

137, TM(N), p.108(4-8) R EREnagT | Blcmiusy .. ‘té(mchwﬁktg
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140, ibvid., p.323(14) ﬁm%lsmhml Ry
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Harivahana on a hunting expedition during the latter's
étay at his camp at ILauhitya ¢ The princes,accompanying
him, are said to have been veiy?much fond of hunting.141
HarivZhana has been made, by Dhanapdla, to spare the wild
beasts, though he has allowed them to be teased in various
ways, such as, by baihting, garlanding, tying 'CZmaras’

to their ears, banners to their horns, bells to their ﬁecks,
bundles of grass to their tails and thus making them run

142 At times Prince

to and fro out of fear or embarmasment.
Hariv&hana tamed the wild beasts by his power of the music
of the lute;143 L

Swinmming and water-sport hase been mentioned in conne=-
ction with personal love-sport of King Meghavahana with

14451t that does hot.mean that the pastime was

his queens,
confined to ro&alty only, since there were so many rivers
and lakes and every temple had its own tank at which,even
as at present, old and young, rich and poor, all and

sundry did enjoy swimming and water-sports, especially on

fegtive occasions.145

141. TH(N) .183(2ff.) eRTator: @P%-A:: e SGUITEH AEr-
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- Ball~game has been mentioned just once only with

‘1461t geems to have been diffe-~

reference to Tilakamanjari.
rent from an akin type of dance called 'Kanduka-nrtya' in
which also skillful maneauvering with the ball in the ééurse
of dancing is the chief pecu;iarity, as has been described
in detail by Dandin in his Daéakumﬁracaritam.147~
Gambling was a widelyAp;pular pastime, Professional
gamblers seem to have used an eight-housed board for the
purpose.l4ause of other type of‘bbard consisting of qua-
druple flaps with dice-houses in threes and fours also

149 Other accessprieé such as

lsonhanapala has no=-

geem to have been common,
a couple of dice are also mentioned,
thing to say against this pastine, since his heroes have
been made to freely play at it. Thus, King Meghavahana
indulged in it and was at times éefeatéd in it at the hands
of his queens&lsl After finishing his bath and daily wor-
ship, Harivahana passed his time in playing at dice with

152

Mrgafkakekhd for some time.”“ Not only that, the people .

were fond of this game to such an extent that young boys

1464 THM(N), Pe365(6) - 4"3?&‘ -\

147. DKC(GP), DPP.207-211F,
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carved out the designs of various types of dzce~boards fgg
3
the purpose on the window floors of even the Jain temples!

Another popular pastime was drinking, perhaps accom-
panied by prostitution. Regularm bars for drinking existed
and people used to go there for chatting and drinking their

£i1l1l from the pails.lsgprivate drinking parties were arran-

ged in the gardens under trees and in ereeper-bowers.l55
King Meghavahana enjoyed deinking from jewelled pails in

the company of his queens-156

01ld wine was considered the
best one and was used in drinking«festivals.157But Brah-
nins seem to have abstained from drinking and they disliked

ewen the talk of it.158

Though there cannot possibly be
a specific mention of meétoeating in a work of a devout
Jain poet like Dhanapala, one can easily infer the preva-
lence of it as an ingredienta of this pastime from its in-

variable concommittance with wine and woman. And Dhanapila

153 TM(N), p.219(7ff )mma&ﬁw‘wmwﬁdmm
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has referréd to, though in connection with the forset tri-
bes like éabaras, cooking of the carcases of animals.lsg
And the Paramiras were no strict vegiterians,

" Prostitution seems to have been an organized profe-~ -
ssion and quite a pastime. There is a clear mention of a
class called 'Bhujafga’, whicﬁ might indicate the ‘keepers
of prostituteé%§0~theyAfrequente§ the $emples of LSve—god,
Siva and Bhavéﬁi.lGl There seem to be minute broféssional
distinctions in the institution of prostitution, some of
its members confining their profession to running the bars,
singing and dancing only. They had an important place in
the royal harems and courts.,

One of the favourite pastimes of lovers, over and
above the normal one of despatching love-letters, consistad
of observing each other from the window of the topmost
chamber of their adjoining mansions.162

Another pastime, mentioned twice, was the one of

smoking after the lunch. It was practised both by King

159, TM(I\T), P+200(3)-- *ﬁgﬁmwmamﬁ?mwmﬁ@ﬂw
De 03(18) - SOOI A T HEAGTLD T -
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and by Prince Harivéhana.164The

165

by Eing Meghav&hana163

same practice was prevalent in the days of Bépa also.
Dr. Vasudev Sharan Agrawal has explored the Carakasafhitd
(v,20,25), the Kuttanimatam and the Nagarasarvasvam for
details of the manufacture of the cigarettes of those times
and has shown that they were prepared from many health-
giving fragrant spices, such as sandal, camphor, pepper
and etc.,166and'hot from tobacco as at presenﬁ.

Chilren, especially daughters, used to play with
woodén"dolls, balls, and entertained themselves with mock

marriages of puppets.167

II : SOCIAL INTERCOURSE, ETIQUETTE ETC. =
(A) PAMILY LIFE := =~~~ 7 7

' The affectionate relationship between the husband

and wife as depicted in the cases of Xing Meghav&hana and

Queen Madirﬁvati,lssof King Kusuma8ekhara and Queen Gan=-

169 170

dharvadattd,” ~of Harivahana and Tilakamenjari,” ' and of

- -1T1 -
Taraka and Priyadarsana 7 would adduce to the existence of

163, TM(N),p.69(20-21)-- >qe® -~ @wegyuyrafd --1
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happy household in the days of Dhanapala, Theugh the
husband naturally doménated the whole household, a glimpée
- of tender care and condideration he showed to his wife
has been amply affordéd{ Among the factors which wonduced
to the happy married life of Taraka and Priyadar%anﬁ,
Dhanap@la has listed a few, such as profuse love, beauty
of the wife, wit and sense of humour, good conversational
ability, absence of assertiveness as a husband, short-
livedness of temper and proneness to reconciliation, un-
called for appreciation and reward, resourcefulmess in
'the physical aspect of enjoyments, fidality to onet*s wife,

172°

and,at times, 1ndifference to domestic routiness In-

exhaustible facilities like gardens, tanks, streams; lite~
rary and artistic assemblies and gambling coupled with
lust fof living, epjoying and procreating contributed to
a great extent in engendering such a‘happy relationship,
inwhich both husband and wife were equals.

Husband wes not supposed to unilaterally engage in

penance»entailing cessation of enjoyments, without the

D W S S Ot SO A - D S
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.consent of his wife., The apology tendered by the vidya-
dhara Muni to MadirdvatI on behalf of her husband is an
instance in point.17300nversely, during the period when
the husband - or even a would-be husband at that — was
abread, the wife forsook all of her ornaments, except

pair of
a/bracelets as a mark of auspicious memory of her being a

married W:Li‘e.l74 Not only that, she also undertook various

difficuly and painful vows and penances expected to help

175Thus, Malayasun-

her get united with her husband soon.
darl led atough life of an ascetic girl..puttihg on bark
garments, serving the pilgrims with fruits and;vegetables,
sustaining herself on wild grains, sleeping on a slab of
stone and spending her time in muttering holy formula or

176 The husband would also at

ine worshipping Lord Jina,
times put on éomé ornament dear t0, and connected with

the sweet memory of, his wife during the period of sepa-
ration.177 And on return from abroad, or after long sepa~-

ration, the husband would adorn his wife with his own

T WD A 0 W o -
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hands, fully compensating her for the pangs she had suffe-

178’1‘he husband genera=-

red during the peridd of separation,
1ly addressed his wife in the second pefson singular out
of affection; so did the wife her husband; but in the pre-
senceaﬂ of others they addressed each other in the third
person aé a mark of courtesy.

Neturally such a happy married g life could not be
deemed complete ks sham until it did not culminate in the
birth of a child. Thus, inspite of all the happiness of
the world, there was still one great cause of unhappiness
in the life of King Meghav@hana and Queen Madira@veti,viz.,

179

the lack of a child, '~A male child was invariably yearned

for.lBO.Relatives of the king would urge the ministers to
search for a new princely bride predicted to be unfailing-
ly capable of bearing a son.181 It mis not improbable if

similar things did happen in the case of ordinary citizens

- - - — o - - - - — - -
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also., The birth of a daughter was a matter of unhappiness,
more so if the couple had no male child at a11,182
Children were very much cared for. DhanapZ@la has
given a beautiful picture each of the way in.e which
Prince Harivahana and Princess Malayasﬁndari were looked
after durlng their childhood in their respective father's
pala.ces.ls3 h

(B) EDUCATION OF BOYS AND GIRLS s~

The young prlnae played with other chlldren of
royalty till the age of five years.184‘1n the sixth year,

185%9 +the care of

he was entrusted, with dué ceremony,
carefully selected teachers in a schoél‘specially built
in the palace prenises.186 Due care was taken to gather
best available teachers forﬁthe education of the prince.
Dhanapalak has suggested the existence of similar schools
- for the children of common people, as is clear from a

187

reference to naughty or dull students. The qualifica-

tions expected from the teachers were: prober study at

W . > — - e G .
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Gurukula, knowledge of the essence of all the branches of
learning, purity in speech and discussions, birth in res-
pectable cultured family, natural indisposition to vicég?
The prince used to study there +till the age of sixteen
and got good grounding in all the branches of various arts

and :sc:iemeﬁs.3'89

Teachers were highly respected both by the
king and the prinbely stwdents. Dhanapfla has referred to
the etiquette of saluting the teacher before closing the
books.lgo
Young girls, it seems d4id not go to schools, dut
got their instruction in fine arts like music, dancing,
painting and etc,, along with the training in the domestic
tasks, from their mothers. D:; A.S.Altekar is doubtful
whether the average woman was receiving any education

after about the sixth or the seventh century.lgl

Royal
families might be employing special teachers for training
up their daughters, and even wives, in various arts and

sciences deemed necessary to be learned by them in view
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of their future prospects and responsibilities as queens,
a4

But Dhanapiyhas mentioned but once the dance=-teacher

(Nariakopﬁdhyﬁya) and that too in connection with the des~

éription of the ieve-sports of King Meghavﬁhana’.lg2

(C) FREEDOM TO YOUNG GIRLS t=

" on attaining youth, the girls were allowed to
193

move freely in company of cultured female companions,
and enjoy swimming in ponds, roaming on sea-shores, play~-
ing with birds and tame animals in gardens, and singing
songs.194 Palling in love was deemed natural on the part
of young girls and; on the contrary, the parents would
worry if their girls did not seem to be interssted in
males on attaining puberty,lssthough it could not have
been rare so far as the Jain soclety was concerned. We

do have faint glimpses of young girls taking to asceticism
and references probably to old Jain nuns in the TM.196
Various techniques were employed to attract the attention

of a young girl to boys in order to find out a suitable

- —
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match, Among these Dhanap@la has mentioned the roll of
the portraits and recitals of biographical ballads by
women-reciters.197some girls did fall in love and resorted
to various means; such as sending love-letters or passing
some token like a garland expressing their love mmd =mm
without waiting for the consent of their paren‘bs.lg8 A
youthful giri was normally expected to respond to the
legitimate advances of & proper match.lggmarriage was
generally fixgd up with due consent of the parents, who,
at times, did not care to ascertain the likes or dislikes
of their daughtersgooinvariably so in the cases of marri-
ages fixed up under political compulsions, as the king
had to answer to the welfare of his subjects at the cost
of his\daughter's marital happiness.,

But in éﬁch cages of imposed marriages the girls
céuld ekbress their protest against the helplessness and

hap parents in various ways, such as, by dismissing with

insult the maid-servant who brought the bad news, by
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exchanging hot words with'the father, by setting aside
normal womanly propriety and execrating the ministers in
the presence of feudatories in open court-hall as they
were servants, by approaching relatives for succour, or,

gef if all-these failed, simply by committing suicide.201

(D) YOUTHFUL REIATIONSHIP :~-
' When favourably disposed, the maidens expressed &
their favour by offering 'TZmbula’ with their own hands,

. 202

as 4mark of etiquette and"response. Deliberate physi-

cal touch of & limb by a youthful unmarried maiden was

203But enitin

also interpreted as an expression of love,
catching hold, by a youhg man, of the right hand of an
unmarried youthful girl, even accidently, was interpre-~
ted by her as tantamount to marriage, especially when
she was well-disposed to him.204 Polygamy was common at
least with royalty. Thus King Meghavdhana of A&odhyé,
King KusumaSekhara of K&ficI and Prince Haivahana were

- : 205
polygamous.
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(E) STATUS OF MARRIED WOMAN 3~ . .

' Since marriage was & sacred thlng,zoeobserving
another's married wife with an ulterior motive was not
considered good manners,207and talking too much with an
unacquainted married woman was likely to impair the repu-
tétion of a gentlemangzosEven then there did exist social
black sheep in those times who, being powerful or mili=-
tary men, did at times kidnap young girls, and even marri-
ed women, out of unabashed sésual infatuation,zogthough

the king himself did not indulge insuch outrages.210

(F) OBEDIENT CHILDREN AND AFFECTIONATE PARENTS s~
" The relation between the father and the son app-
ears to have been not nuch different from what nq;mally
obtains even today in an average Hindu family., The son
was as a rule expected to obey his father mm even in such

matters as choosing of friends, who were carefully sele~

cted by his father;21lThis‘did not in any way curtail the
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general freedom of behaviour of the grown up sons.212

Children usually respected their parents and transgression
of their orders was considered as bad as committing an

act of sacrilege.213 But that did not reduce the relation
to the level of being_farmal{ Glimpses of filial affection

are provided by Dhanap&la in MeghavZhana's willing reti-

rement and handiﬁg over the reigns of pp&er to Harivaha%%?

-» . ) 2

in Vicitravirya's search for his long-lost daughter, 15

in Kusumaéekharé's loving care for his daughter Malaya-

sundarl after hei»attempt at suicide,alsand in the insta=-

nce of grown up Malayasundarl eating from the same dish of

her mother.el7

(G) MANNERS AND CUSTOMS :-

"' With the gradual devélopment of society, the
constituents evolve certain norms of good behaviour which
are proportionate to the degree of cultural growth, The
Indian society of Dhanapala‘'s days was a highly deveioped
one and had formulated and ﬁreserved through a long histf-

ry of so many centuries, It will be interesting to list
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here some miscellaneous conventions of social behaviour

over and above those noticed in the preceding section.

A stranger was addressed by a lady as fBrother'%lB

fhere were varioss modes of éregting people in accordance
with the status of the greeter and the greeted, The normal
mode of greeting between equals, both male and fémales,

was to join thek palms and raise them in that condition
against the face or above the head.219 Elders embraced

the young ones and seated them on their'lap.zzoEmhracing
was also common among friendly males, as in the case of
Hariv@hana and Samaraketu, or the latter and Gandharvagg}
In all such cases the friend of inferior social pr poli-
tical status would salute with folded hands while the
superiorly placed friend would embrace him in reply.

It was expected of an inferlorly placed friend to show
humility and of the superiorly placed one to show equality.

Thus, Samaraketu preferred to bow down again and again

( - 2
to Harivahana, who, however, responded by embracing him? 2
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Similarly, Gandharvaka insisted upon saluting to, and
maséaging the feet of, Sammaraketu while the latter embra-
ced him and withdrew his feet again and again.za;
In special circumstances, in the absence of an&

other méans, the maid servant would greet é dignitary
by simply hugging him at his neck%24But high-placed women
would ﬁot prefer even to speak direcily even to most res~
pectable Munis, smid® unless they ha& themselves some-~
thing to ask., Thus, MadirZvatl did not reply to the Muni,
but simply passed e quick glahce to the king and stood
speechless looking to the ground; she would communicate
only through the king or a friend. Similar was the case ma&
with TilakemafijarI with regard to even Harivahana., Such
bashfulness was a mgrk of noble béhavioﬁr on the part of
such ladiess

‘ Brahmins and other respected persons, coming to
meet occasionally were greeted with salutation and were

offered Tambulag 6w1th camphor; this was considered a mark

223, T}&(N),p.223(5) \’%z&-— oy araies: m ! ‘m&ﬁmw
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of courteéy on the part of a superiorly placed pérson and
was deemed sufficien{ by them.227similar courtesy was shown
to human Hariv@hana by divine Tilékamaﬁjari.228

Nobility comsisted in cohcealing one's excellences,
And a good friend was supposed to be as'inéeparable as a
sword even at pight. He was not to be deserted even if
one could not afford in view of bad financial condition.
He was to be rewarded in afflﬁence. Though an equal, his
éualities were to be brought into prominence more than
one's own. One was to be partial to him in matters of
disﬁutes. 0On acquisition, wealth was to be shared with him,
His shortcomings were never to be exposed wven duying the
moments of jests in publie; In secret parleys he was to be
'confided to, and was to be reconciled to first in friendly
quarrels. During festive occasions he was to be the first
to be attended to. Credit was to-be given to him when ,
tasks were accomplished,

At the arrival of a saintly guest, the royal host
would walk a few steps in his directionm, serve him with

*Argha', salute him and o:fer him best possible seat.Thus

227, TM(N),9,55(15-15)“aniwbiﬁﬁfﬂua1ﬁfﬁﬁfa@jhu1§§3q53“T~—
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King Meghavahana offered a golden seat to the vidyZdhara
Muni and Queen MafiravatI™ swept it with the skirt of her

239 Similarly, on the arrival of Hariva-

own upper garment.
hana at Vaitadhya, Malayasundari received him in much the
same manﬁer.zBlIt was good manners not to sit on the same
seat, or on an équally raised one, with a respected person.
That is why King Meghav@hana preferred to sit on the floor
in front of the vidySdhara Muni%BZSimilarly Hariv@hana was
made to sit on a couch by m?g&ﬁkalékha, whi;é she herself
sat on a stool nearby for a long time, offered him profuse
flowers and TEmbEla,>’>So also was it a mark of humbleness
on the part of ladies to sit still in front of such 8 dig-
nitaries§234 ' ’

It was a matter of shame if the host accepted a gift
from the guest even though the former might be in finan-
cial straitsf235

Special guests were to be honoured with a special

banquet. Thus Tilakamahjarl gave a dinner in honour of
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Harivéhgna who was a speclal guest of hers at the city
of Rathanﬁparacakravéla;g36After entering into the dinn-
ing-hall (Bhojana-bhavana-méggapa) feet and face were
washed an&'the mo@th was rinsed pieparatory to eating

L
237Water was, then sipped from the palm(upasprsya)

proper.
' which was ﬁhen‘dried, along with the mouth, with a skirt
of the upper garment. For eating one used to sit on a ‘
special seat (Asana) which Dhanapé@la has mentionéd in the&
case of King ﬁéghavﬁhana but has forgotten it in the case
of Prince Hariv@hana, though it is indirectly suggestedgjs
At the end-of-the meal, one washed the handa and smoked
a scented cigar for a long time: The hands were again
rinsed with sendal-paste mixed with camphor and finally
one took Tambiila, After that one would pass some time in #
the compahy of friends and scholars in the literary and
intellectual discussionsszg
When a lost person was rediscovered, he was specially

received, was fed with extraordinary respect, his body

236. TM(N),P-374(3“15)0 N )
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prince sat and mate.,
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~

was annointed with fragrant sandal-paste, his head was
adorned with floral wrea?hs; and silken clothgs and jewels

were presemted to him, as was the case with Gandharvaka
who suddenly arose from the lap of Prince Hafivﬁhana.24o
Bribery seems to have ppevailed in some form as is
evident from a remark of Mshodara, who, as an attendant
of goddess $ri, adduced to the fact that the subordinates
pleased thelattendants of a dignitary in order to have

an approach to him so that they can show their devotion

to him:24lnhanap§1a has also referred to the bribe (lanca)

extracted ﬁy the staff-bearers (Lakutika) from the villa- -

ger8.242

good news always fetched rewards to the dringer.
Thus Samaraketu presented all his ormaments to the messem-
ger named Harsa who brought the news about Hgévﬁhana's

letter at a moment when he had lost all hepés about his

243

survival and was desperately ready for suicide.” "It was
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240, TM(N) pe377(12-14), -

241, ibld.:p.49(10—13) f o KB W.?%"”&?&“‘FW "&“19‘1“{ ['Szé%ﬂ'
Taned NE A FRE el | Aay Q;T—&rfhrvw SHEAGEEFUT
| FWTREE, MoNDERERATE | @ @awerla §Oa8 a8l |

242 . ibld. ’p. 119( 11‘_12 ) % “’l LS“_“ﬁﬁ Zﬁ\{"i&‘vrﬁ'ﬁ‘ﬁ& {/YPMBV%‘“ d"’ﬁ“@(\ﬁ"n -
0‘)-\':\“6“ Mz gy M—‘W‘h’ﬁ 9\‘0’\ EAY y\g“hd‘(\""'{ SRR ’ alSO

¢cf.ACH,I11,401, where Hemacandra explains in his own

Vrtti. the; word 'lanca' as “Ama FBW ) EA e OT 3g4%asm(

243, TX’JI(N).p.195(20—2l)I



434

customary on the part of servants to exraet fPﬁrqapEtra'

end snateh away the uppergarment of the masters after

giving them happy news.2M

It was goodness to treat the servants and labourers
with épeéial favours while full work was extracted from

2
them, 453ards were to be rewarded generously and beggars

‘should not return empty-}mamdea."2"’6

It was considered improper for a physician to accept

. : 2
fee from a patient whom he was not in a position to cure?

Consoling a grieved person by bringing to his notice

the transcient nature of the worldly things was but an

248

act of humanlty.
Women used to beat their heads, beeasts and bellys,
probably as a custom also, while weeping on sprrowful

289
occasionse. There is a reference also to the tragic

mourning songs by the céragas.zso

A certain proneness to commit suicide in various ways

such as immolation, hanging, drowning, falling from a

244, TM(N),p«T76(3=T); 231(8~9),
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precipice of a mountain and taking in poison, is noticeable

among young people, during their moments of dejection and
251

consequent desperation. >

Hormal conduct was differentiated from formal beha-
viour. But with skillful courtesans formal behaviour be-
came asunatural as noemal conduet.252

IITI : CEREMONIALS AND FESTIVAILS :-

" yith a keen observant eye, Dhanapila has por-
“trayed beautiful living pictures of various household,
social and religious ceremonies and festivals,giving
minute dedails, An account of éll such festivals referred
to by the poet would afford a highly rich source-material

for a sociological study of the times.

(1) YATRAMANGAIA or SETTING OUT ON AN EXPEDI*
| TION i~
Dhanapala has described in dedail the ceremony

that Samaraketu underwent before he set out for the naval
expedition against the restive feudatories ruling the is-
lands near the Suvela monntainé

.Before one stepped into the special assembly-hall,

— oo - . B S S S S0 P T U T D S S - — -~
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preparatory to starting for the expedition, auspicious mo-
ment was carefully fixed by astrologers who utilized a cone
and observed its shadow for the purpose%53 Adhering to this
fixed auspicious moment was most essential and the astrolo-
gers tried to dissuvade if one neglected this aspectzséhich
was deemed instrumental ih attaining success of the mission,
while the failure of considering tﬁis aspect might adverse~
ly affect the prospects of victory, as in the case of Sama~
raeketu's night-attack.zss J

"On that day the prince took bath in the morning, offe=-
red special worship to the favourite de&ty,’honoured the
Brahmins by distributing clothes etc., to them and then
he stepped into the assembly-~hall at the proper‘auspicious
moment, White colour being condidered auspicious, the silk
garments of the prince were white, and the floral crest of
his head was also made of white flowers. The body was anno-
inted all over with sanhal»paste.‘ln the neck he wore a
single-stringed necklace of big spétless pearls.256
The assembly-hall was also adorned with hanging gar-

lands of sandal leaves. The giound was sprinkled with

253. TM(N),p.114(23£f,)- TEsaaibaggortea @teral@ix:
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scented water in order to avoid dust. ﬁeautifully dresséd
courtesans moved in and out. And an alert door-keeper kept
the ill-mannered out-door servants out.2>7

- On entering the assembly-hall, thg prince was made
to sit, with his face to the east, on a priceless golden
seat, placed on ad duly purified raised jewel-studded
platform. The courfesans approached him with golden dishes
containing"curds,'flowers, Durva-sprouts and uncooked rice
and performed the opportune rite called 'Yatrimefgala',
After sainting the water-filled silver pitcher, whichmwas
‘¢losed at the mouth with the green leaves of alstonia
Scholaris (Saptacchada) and placed in front of him, the
prince went on foot upfo the outermost gate of the outer-
most apartment followed by the family priest and a group
of leading Brahmins who loudly récited verses of auspici-
ous blessings. Thence he rode a speciaily adorned elephant,
In his left hand was a bow variegated in the middle by
&esigns inlaid with gold, and on both of his‘shoulders were
tied fast two quivers fﬁll of arrows. 'C8maras® were being
fanned to him. Bards loudly repeated the word ?Jaya'(vic-
tory)) At the flousish of 'Vijayamaﬁgalaf trumﬁéts and

-
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drums, the elephants and the infantry started marching
out of the précincts of the royal palace, The progress
of the procession could be inferred from that of the
white royal parasol with its golden pole, variegated de-
signs and suspending pearl-strings; It was surrounded by
the emblems of other kings bearing the designs ogf elephant,
boar, éarabha, lion, crocodile, fish and so on.258
salutations by the

Groups of Brahmins, pleased with the/prince, showeréd
on him the blessings of success in the expedition. Citizgns
saluted him with folded hands. 0ld women threw rice grains
.wishing him the successful accomplishment of his underta-
king. Young city women looked at him with affectionate
eyes, Thus did he pass through the city}zsg

In the case of naval expedition, when the prince
proceeded further outside the eity limits, crossed the
villages and reaéhed the sea-gshore, the camp was pitched
there, and he halted there for a couple of days during
which the fldet of war-ships was being fully provided

with provisions. When everything was ready, one day, in

the evening, he invited all the Brabmins of his assembly,

258, TM(N),pp.115-1164
259, ibid.,pe116(13-16).
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with the trg%ets blowing; and the courtegans singing the
songs in praise of the greatﬁess of the ocean, and the
family priest sipping water from his palm and holding sus-
picious golden pitcher in which curds, Durvd sprouts and
rice grains were put, the prince perforﬁed elaborate wor-
ship of the ocean with the offerings of food, oblations,
unguents, floral wreaths, silk garments and pearl orna-
ments with utmost devotion. Iate at nighs TZthe signal of
narching notes of trumpets and drums; he went out of the
royal apartment in his cémp, rode é female elephant and
reached the shore with his retinue of soldiers at the
auspicious mément,and bade the citizens and elders to re-
turn after showing them proper respect. When the royal

' vessel was brought to the jetty; he atopﬁed on to the
landing=pier and, supported by the sailor-chief at hand,
he boarded it. Then all the accompanying peinces and s0ld-
-iers boarded their respective ships. At the signal of the
Marching-conch (Prayéga-maﬁgala-éaﬁkhé), all sorts of
musical‘instruméhts of the military baﬁd,were played,
bards uttered fVictory-blessingsﬂ and Brahming recited
verses of good’émens scatterinéﬂgloweré and rice grains.

" And the fleet started sailing.260
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In emergency when it was impossible to perform all
the éerémonies ﬁentioned‘abgve, as was the case with Prin-
ce Samaraketw who wanted to slip away alone and unnoticed
by his soldiers in search of Prince HarivZhana, one would
just make up onéfs mind, get up earl& in the morning, fix
up the auspicioué moment oneself, put on clean silk gar-
ments and crest of fresh flowere, offer special worship
to the image of one's family deity, apply to the fore-
head the sandal pas%e left afier worshipping the deity,
honour the sword by scattering Durva-sprouts, and just
set out, A chincidental throbbing of the right hand or
blowing of the night-conéh or neighing of horses would
saffice fo fortify the person as to the success of his
mission.2

(2) AVATABANAKA~MAHGALA i

The ceremony called 'Avataranaka-maﬁgala' was
performed,by the courtezans, to King Meghavahana, when he
returned to his palace after sucéessfﬁllylgompleting his
propitiation of the goddess érl. 262 It was again performed
Yo him by the courtezans in the harem of Queen Madirava%g?

The same ceremony was performed to Prince Har;!!véhana

- -

261, TM(N),p.198(9-21).
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when, as the vidy&dhara Emperor of the northern range of
the Vaitéghya'meunxain;'ﬁe entered the capital city of
Gaganavallabhaf There it was performed by the wives of

264Dhanap§1a has given a

prominent Vidy&dhara citizens.,
few details about the material used and the procedure
followed at this ceremony., Thus, the material seems to

have consisted of flowers, garland, Durva-sprouts, rice
grains, curds and an auspicious flame burning in a tiny
receptacle made of cooked flour placed in a golden dish%65
One was made to sit at that time of the ceremony and the
?focedure called ‘ArZtrika', i.e. waving of the lamp around

one's face, was a"part theﬁeof.266

 From the very nature of it, the ceremony seems to
be calculated to serve as an antedote to the bad effect of
evil eye whigh might affect the welfare of a person whose
extraordinary attractiveness on ceceremonious occasions tho-
roughly exposes him to suvh an eventuality.According to

rantric ritualism, it is the four 'chked-moﬁhers'(nusta-
. natrkds)

- - - - - - -~
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or a type of Yoginis, named Caraki, vidari, Pﬁtaﬁé, and
Papardkgasi, whose powerfully fatal evil eye one has %o
guard against. They are pacified by the offerings of a
1émp, oblations of food and a jar fuil of water.267E?en to-
day, the material used for the purpose consists of Panca-
mrta, Durva grass, Kufkuma, Samidh and Akgatas, all of
them packed in two earthern bowls and tied by a red string.
This 'Samputa‘' is then waved five times clockwise and anti-
clock%ise_ovei the head of the person to whom the ceremony
ig to be performed, keeping the skirt of the upper garment
between the pack and the head of the person, The pack is
then put on the ground. The person then steps‘over it and
breaks it with his left foot and then enters the house.
Dhanapé&la has not given all these deaails.lBut this ceremony
still prevails and can be witnessed even to&ay as a part

of the Hindu marriage ceremony in Gujarat, Rajasthan and

Madhyapradeshf

(3) BESTIVITIES ON THE RECEPTION OF KING AFTER
SUCCESSFUL COMPIETION OF A TASK :- "

After his successful eompletion of the propitiation
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of the goddess Sri, when King Meghavihana returned to the
palace, a big féstival was spontaneously celebrated by
the inmates of the palace as well as by the citizens of
hyodhya. The ceremony at the palace consisted of several
elaborate'procedures;

The procedures at the palace were as follows:
(1) saints were honoured and elders were treated with
épécial respect; (ii) special worship-service of the family
deity was orderedé (iii) the treasure-deities, like (inta-
mapi and others, were pfopitiated; (iv) propitiatory obla-
tions of food were offered to the déities; (v) alms were |
distributed to the poor and destitutg; (vi) fémily priests
sprinkled, from golden jars, peace-watef (§§ntyudaka) with
green Kuba blades all over the place; (viij the cereiony
of fPahc;mi-érEddha' was performed; (viii)nduly honoured
learned Brhhmins gafhered in groups in the courtyard of
the palaée and loudly recited the holy formulae and showe=-
ed blessings of a progeny on the king; and (ix) milch |
cows accompanied by calves were distributed to the learned
Brahmins.268
- The revelry all around was such that even the parrots

in the cages began muttering auspicious verses in the

268. TH(N),p«63(19)~64(5), .
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manner of the panegyrics and uttered_blessings; even the
children interfered in the quarrels of petty maid-servants
and pacified them; well~dressed and clean servantis were
seen cohsPieuoﬁsly moving everywhere; and the atmosphere
was permeated with enthusiasm, activity, faith, humility
and religious ceremonies.269

One of the ceremonies on this occasion was a royal
trip to the temples of the city in the morning. The king
rode a female-elephant and went in procession. Behind the
’king tn the back of the elephant was the betel-box=bearer
who waved the 'Cémarasj.'The order in the procession was

27Oiﬁ,the front ran the staff-bearer with his

as followss
golden staff raised in his hand, and directed the proce-
ssion by the scheduled pathj;then followdd the marching
columns of infantry; behind them came dancing servants,
some of them bearing golden pitchers full of scented water,
milk, ghee and curds, some holding baskets containing vari-
ous types of floral wreaths wrapped in moist cloth, others
carrying jewelled utensils full of sandal, saffron, black

fragrént Aloe (Kygpaguru) and camphor, and still others
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carrying on their shoulders the bales of many types of
clothes; behind the king followed armed bodyguards and the
onlookers.

In the course of this trip round the city, the
king went also to the residencesm of respected saints to
see them, talked to the elderly citizens who saluted him
with folded hands, listened to the Brahmins who presented
their demands with the offerings ofigarlands of white
flowers, ordained repairs of the dilapidated and damaged
tenples after duly honouring the sculptors, inspected the
charitable inns and issued orders to the officers to pro-
vide food, water, beds and medicine to paupers and beggars,
direcfed the gardeners to look after the bunyan, fig and
other trees planted on the banks of the tanks built by
him,and dispensed profuse chgrity to the groups of pane-
gyrics and penniless people;27l

The citizens celebrated the occasion with spotanei-
tye. Eveiy house was decorated with flags of various colours,
scented water was sprinkled in the courtyards and flowers

were strewn everywhere, Thousands(of people were fed in
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golden dishes in the courtyard of the royal palace.272

In the evening, city womem adorned themselves with beau=-
tiful clothes and costly ornaments and gathered in the
royal courtyard where the ministers and prominent citi-
zens entertained themselves with literary discussions
‘and musical eoncerts.273

T?he following were some of the interesting aspe-
cts of such festivals: (i) special tax-relief was decla-
red%74 (ii) dull studénts were given holiday and,out of
joy, they gathered at public places and loudly recited
the introductory verses of various treatiéesgz? and
(iii) the head priest screened the Brahmins from the top
of the main gate as they entered the royal courtyard for
1unch.276 _

(4) CAITROTSAVA OR THE FESTIVAL OF CUPID :-

| The festival of the love-god is variously

called 'Yétrotsava'277, 'caitrétsava'%78

and 'Caitriyatr§7?

272, TM(N~),1).69(10-11).
273+ ibid,,p.70(12-18),.
274, ibid.,ps67(1) - fFum@EGBa®e - -1

275, ibid.,p.67(11~12) - Sgwast=ory wer-ardmorxokr@faa.
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277, ibid.,p.108(14£f.)%
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2790 ibid. ,p.322(22) .
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It was videly prevalent both in the‘south as well as the
north India, as it is saidmtg have beeg celebrated both
at ayodhys as well as at Kafi¢I. The day on which this

festival was held has been given)as the thirteenth day

of the bright half of the month of caitra2?

Both at Ayodhyad and K3neI, it seems to have been

- - 281
chiefly sponsored by the parasites and prostitutes,

though it was not strictly confined to them only, as all
the women of the city put on their best dresses and orma-
ments and gathered at the temple of Cupid in & publie

park of the eity to offer their worship to the deity,

282

and to witness the festivities,”  Iadies of the royal

family also joined them with their attendant maids.Zo>

Young men also went there to enjoy the sight, as in the

284

case of Maﬁjiraka and Samaraketu. The god was worshipped

for warding off obstacles and fulfilﬁent of one's wish

(of course, in the path of love or marriage).285 Shn
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" The temple was suriougded by trees like Tileks,
Campaka, Aéoka,‘PunnEga, NEgekesara, and others. A red
banner maiied with the figures of crocodile emroidered
on it fluttered on its top. In the adytum of the temple
0il lamps all around illuminéq the image of the ILove~ ‘
-god, flanked on both sides with those of Rati and Pr?ti.
It was annointed with gandal paste all-ovei from ﬁoi to
toe, Moist wreatﬁs covered all the limbs of the image.
The‘sénctum was adorned with arches of suger-cane slalks
and pending garlands of flowers and leaves of Aécka tree,
Filaments of Ketaka flowers were fashioned intéacamaras
for the god. Offerings of flowers, of various vegitables
like pumpkin,’Tupgiraka; cucumber, vartaka, of fruits
like orange, wéod-apﬁle, citron, of sweets like féniki,
ASokavarti, Khapjamodaka etc., were lying in front of
tﬂe image;28

There is a reference287 also to a private image
of god Pradyumna, i.e. Cupid, in the harem-garden of
King Kusumasekhara of XKafieI, It was stationed on the
platform under the Raktiioka tree, and was duly bathed a
and adorned with ornamen%s and bright red upper garment.

It was to this imgge,that Malayasundari,offered her

286§ TM(N)’FPO303"3050
287. ibid. gpp0300“3010
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obeisance by means of flowers, incense, aromatic powder
and wine,

It was customary on such occasions to distribute
gold in charity to learned Brahmins. Servants were bes-~
towed costly clothes, ornaments, flowers, Tambiila and
unguents. Priends were also presented with befitting
clothes, e%c.:fzaa

Among the popular entertainments at the festival,
Dhanapalhar has mentiqneasg (1) merry-go-rounds with mock
ﬁorses, elephants,ete., on which people had pleasure-ride;
kii) Résa-mandali, i.e,, ﬁublic-dance by troupes of court-
ézaﬁs; and (iii) water-sports by parasites and harlots

in the tank of the tenple.
(5) SANGAMOTSAVA OR BETROTHAL :~

Dhanapdla has briefly referred to the ceremony of
the Sengemotsava of TilakesmaijarI to Harivahana by her fa-

29

ther, the VidyZdhara King Cekrasena® 9‘This seems to be

the betrothal ceremon& since the marriége proper came

several days after that.zgl

—on - —-—

288, TM(N),p.301(5-8).,
290, ibid.,p.424(18-22).,
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Por this ceremony the royal father of the bdride,
the ministers; other princes and wealthy citizens deputed
on their behalf witty delegates to perform the annointing
and bathing ceremony of the would-be~ son-in-law. Hariva=-
hana was thus honoured by them with presents‘of silk gar=
ments, aromatic unguents, flowers and Tambila.

(6) MARRIAGE :- | |

As has been mentioned in a preceding section, marri-
age was usually arranged by the parentg. In cages where
there was the slightest difference of status between the
bride and -the bridegroom, the relatives seem to have oppo-

sed it,zgz

as was the ease”probably due to the inequa}ity
of status between human Samaraketu and Semi-divime Mala-
'yasundari. Hence, the festivities were chiefly the concern
of the ré;ativea.

Dhanapala has not given minute details about the
marriagé ceremony proper, though a few strange customs are
referred to im passing. Thus, there does not seem to have
been any astrologiqal objection to fixing two marriages
at the same auspicious moment%gathough the resolve is not

actually carried out,

- - . - - mﬂ-—-n----o-----—n-q-n
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After betrothal, the'bridegroom kept in touch with
the bride's father by enquiring about the latter' health
etc.y In due cdurse, the bridefs father sent a word expre~
ssing his eagerness to see thefbetrothed, who would then
start from ﬁis rlace for the bride's onee"294The proce=
ssion of the princely bridegroon consisted of a few tru~

sted soldiers only.295

The bridefs father came forward,
receivéd him and took him to his own palace where the bride~
groombathed and took his lunche. In the evening when the
bridegroom would express his wish to take leave, the
bride's father would request him to prolong his stay for

a fewﬂdayé. Thus, Hariv@hana, at such a moment, accepted
the request out of his love for Ti;akamaﬁjaringscn an
auspicious day the horoscopes of the bride and the bride-
groom were compared and in consultation with the whole
community, messengers were sent to invite the friendly
kings. The city pavilion was prafuselﬂdecorated; relatives,
friends and servants were treated with sumptuous dinner;
and, with full sacred ceremony of ma:riage, the bride was

given away to the bridegroom.297

294" TM(N);Pt425(1"’2)0
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2960 ibid0 390425(8-9).
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In another place the poet has casually alluded to

298

the 'Vedibandha' in the 'Viviha-mapdapa';  to the decora-

99

tion of the coubtyard of the marriage-héll% as also %o

the ceremony of holding the right hand of the bride by
the bridegroom.300

After the marriage the royal son-in-law stayed at
the place of his father-in-law for a few days during
which he enjoyed the hospitality extended by the bride's
relatives in a variety of ways, and in turn gave bounties
t0 all and sundry without making any distinction between
related and unrelated, desirous and undesirous, qualified
and ungqualified, unmindful of the quantity or amount expe-~
nded in the process.301

A few details of the procession of the bridegroom

302The bride was

returning with his bride are also given.
lavighly adorned and was seated in the forefront on the
elephapt, The body of the bridegroom was annointed with
sandal-pasfe mixed with cam?hqr. The head of the elephant
was painkdd red with red chalk (gairika) mized with oil,
A white parasol was held omer the heads of the couple,
205, b0 1h.373(23) - AvEvesatr g |
300, ibids,pel75(16-17). 570 osfifi - o fHTFTC T ohred ---
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Cé@maras weré waved on their either sides. Groups of Céra-
@as sang meaningiul marriage songs. And, in front of the
rofal elephant, the soldiers marched. ‘

In rare cases, when the parents of a girl refused
to giveftheir consent to her to marry to her chosen be-
loved young man,‘she would pass a secret message and fix
up 2 secret marriege. In such eircumstances, the presence
of a couple of friends and fire would suffice?o3 though -
even that was mot needed in the case of a Gandharva type
of marriage, for which the internal psycho-physical fire
of passion of the couple was deemed quite adequate for
the ceremony,3o4as in the case of Térakafs marriage with
Priyadaréané. But normally, honourable young men, like
Samaraketu, were sufficiently patient to wait till the
proper consent of the parents was obtained and due sacred
ceremony was performed?osthough young girls like Malaya-
sundari\would, in absence of any other means at hand,
just throw a garland into the neck of the youth and take

herself thenceforward to be as good as his married wifg?s

- - . - - am W -
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u .
(7) COSUMATION of MARRIAGE (RTUSANGAMANA AND
" gAmemEDEENA) ¢
As Dr. P.N.Prabhu puts it, the 'garbhidhina’ or

the 'foétué-laying'ceremony' is perferied at the comsumma-
tion of nargiage and the maiing of husband and wife as
idgntified with the foetus-laying ceremony suggests that
mafing is conceived as a part of the obligations of the
married couple towards the family and the community?o7
This spirit if fully reflected by Dhanapala, though it
cannot be strictly said that he hag deseribed th@s very
ceremony, as the union between Meghav@hana and Madiravati,
as referred to by the poet, was not the very first one m
after their marriage. However, it was definitely as good
as that due the intervéning period of long separation
during wﬁich they lived thoroughly to themselves and obse-~
rved the vows and penances, wﬁile the king on his part
propitiated the goddess 5rf. This ceremony may be called
’gtusaﬁgémana' which is éegar&ed by some as distincet from
the one called 'Garbhidhdna’ proper.308

The details of this céremony, as described with

. : %309 .
utmost decorum by the poet, consisted of adorning of the
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wife by the husband with his own hand and sleeping with am
her. The conception proper seems to have taken place a

3103ut, in Dhanapala's days, these ceremo-

few déys later.
nies seem to have Survivedrin their"natural procedure di-
vested of almost all the ;ituals woven around them, or it
may be that Dhanapﬁla's Jainistic outlook precluded the
possibility of descriﬁing the Brahmanical ritual, if at
all it then prevailed. '

(8) PUMSAVAMA _OR CEBEMONIES CAICUILATED TO HELP A

" WOMAN CONCEIVE A MALE CHILD :

This ceremony known as thé 'Pufisavana Safiskara'
or the 'Male-making Rite' is performed during the third
month of the wife's prgnancy. It is intended to propiti-
ate the deities which are suppbsed to govern the sex of
the foetus, so that thereby a male issue be born.311

But Dhanapala has not adopted this rite in its
originai form and in consonance with with the scriptual
prescriptions, He has, however, presented it in its popu-
lar natural form and in keeping with the psychology of

the gqueens and the relatives of the king consequent to

his lack of a male issue, While giving a picture of the

W - o
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activities at the royal palace of King Meghavahana, Dha-
napila has drawn quite a vivid and realistic picture of
the ways and means adepted by the relatives of the king a
and by his queens and other inmates of the royal haren
in their anxiety to explore the expedients for securing
a male issue for the king.
312

Here is a brief aecount of them all:

(1) Urged by the relatives of the king, some astrolo-
gers calculated the horoscope;

(ii) Others put forth the questions, the answers to
which involved counting of fingers beginning with the
thumb (aﬁgugyhakﬁdi-pra%na);

(iii) Still othe astrolégers resorted to theamystic
procedure regarding the 'Karpa-pibfcikd', a goblin suppo-
sed to whisper in the ear of her éevoteé the answer to
his query; ,

(iv) And some prediéted about the princesses fully
guaian%eed to bear a male child,

(v) The courtiers and other people directed the Brah-
mins to wor~ship , on behalf of them, particular deities
famed in the Purfnic stories to have granted the boon of

a male child to childless kings in the past.

312, TM(N),pP.64-65,
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(vi) The ladies of the harem took to medicines guaran-
teed byvtrustworthy persons;

(vii) avoided wearing ornaments studded with even spo-
tless dlamonds,

(viii) dispatched, with deep faith, auspicious fruits,
free\fromﬂfaults like crooked shape and etc., to Brahmins;
(ix) showed to knowledgeable friends the portion of
the side of the left palm just below the root of the thumb;

(x) asked innocent children to choose between the twog
spreéd’out fingers each of which represented a male and a
female issue respectively;

(xi) tieﬁ‘(to the left hand) charmed amulets prepared
by m§stic magiéians utilizing various herbs acquired thro-
ugh a long tradition; and A

(xii) engaged in auspicious bathing ceremény caleulated
to hélp éasy conception as instructed by the nuns who cer-~
tified about the effectiveness of such ceremonies.

((9) BIRTH OF A CHILD :-

Thowgh the birth of a male-child was a matter of
313 14
great joy, while that of a female~child was one of sorgow,

the festival of child birth was celebrated in both the
cases and there does not seem to have been much difference

between the {two in this respect,
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When a male-child was born to a king, the harem-maids
rushed to him td give good tidings and claim gigts of the
occasion., The overjoyed citizens loudly out the auspicious
‘Jaya-jaya‘ exlamations and every house celebrated the
occassion with music, dance and dmmamm drawing of auspici-
ous designs in front of the doors. Schools declared holi-
day and deputed, to the palace, dull students with big
pitchers in their hands to confer public blessings.Women
of the city went to the royal harem and joined the &éncing
inmates there.3l5

§ith their eyes fixed on the hollow-stalk (Nﬁgika)
duly put in a mmed caldron full of water to note down
the exact time of child-birth, the astrologers sat quite
ready and alert and immediately, after the birth, prepaped
the horoscope; counted the aspects of varioms planetary
positions, discussed their implications and predicted the
prospects of the child's future career.

After dispersal of the people and servants who came
to congratulate him, the king took bath and, at an auspi-
cious moment, went to the lying-in chamber of the qgeen?ls

A brief picture of the lying-in chamber, as drawn
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by Dhanapala in this context?17gives many details of the
occasion. The chamber was guarded on all sides by armed
soldiers, A pair of auspicious pitchers (maﬁgala-kalaéa-
yugala), with their mouths sealed with leaves of auspicious
trees, wés placed on either sides of the door. Profuse
bdellium (Guggula) was burnt for incense in oeder to ward
off the présence and the effect of evil-eyed goblins, Be-
fore entering the chamber, the king washed his feet. The
elderl& ladies of the family conferred blessings by sho-
wering on him flowers and rice graind, and sang auspici-
ous songs. Servants detailed for the outer apartments

were not allowed to enter it. Holy designs of *Svastika!’
were drawn on the floor with péarl-powﬂerf Pendants of

| Mango leaves were hung on the doors, Flowers were scattered
in the eﬁamber, and peace-water ($#ntyudaka) was sprink-
led all over. The goddess §a§§hi*§as propitiated. The
mystic design of 'Jﬁta-métgkaf wag drawm. Elderly women
were honoured. Charmed ashes were streaked around the

bed of the lying-in lady for protection from evil spirits.
Drinks and medicines were being cooled with incessantly

moving fans. Holy lamps illuminated the chamber)

Public rejoicing at such occasions consigted of
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tying silken flags to all shops, houses, gquadrangles and
temples of the city, singing of auspicious songs by city
women in general, public recitation by Ca@rapas accompanied

by blowing of trumpets, and public dancing by parasites

and harlots in front of the royal palace.'320

(10) gagTHT JAGARAFA :- R

'A special ceremony has been mentioned with regard
to the sixth day from the birth of a child. It is ecalled
'§a§§hi-j$gar§ga'?21as the people auSpiciousywaking during
the night: Dhanaﬁila has not given any more details about
the mikk rites performed at that time, But it is popularly
believed that the goddess,entrusted with the task of lay~-
ingm out the future of the just-borns, comes during that
nigh and writes the future of the child on its forehead.
A special pen and ink are placed in the lying-in chamber
near the mystic design and a sesame-oil lamp is put en
the stool near by.

(11) NAMAKARANA :=-

In keépiﬁg with the Brahmanical tradition, this ce-
remony'wés’performed on the tenth day from the birth of

a male child.322A11 the deities in all the temples of the

- - - - - o .
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city were offered special worship, relatives and friends
were honoured, elders were propitiated, thousands of cows
with calves were bestowed to unsolixitogs, though learned,
Brhamins and the child was named in keeping with the fa=- \
hily tradition or with reference to the relavant memora;
ble events like the dreams at the time of conception,Thus
the name 'Harivahana"was coined partly in rememrance of
the dream of Madiravéti, who saw therein the elephant
(v&hana) of Indra (Hari), and partly with reference to a
ﬁart, viz., 'yShana', of the name of the prince's father
King Meghavaﬁéna.323 Similarly, the namefSamaraﬁetu' was
also in resemblance to that of his father Camdraketu.

In the case of a female-child the ceremony seems to
have been performed after the tenth'day324possib1y on the

twelfth day.325

(12) ANNA-PRESANA AND OTHER RITES :-

DhanapZla has not mentioned the intervening rite
éalled—'ﬁigkraﬁaga', and has specifically mamed the 'Anna-
-prﬁéané? rite, the subsequent one called fcﬁgékarma;,i.e.

first tonsure of hair, being implied., They were performed

323, TM(N),p.78(4=6) -- TaCx S(H"r'\?f]_q“z\ M I \WG?{%Q‘ sﬁroaq‘m?
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by the family-priest; It is interesting to note that Dhana-
pala has clearly referred to the Brahmani%al agpect of
these rites.326 ”

- (13) AVATERAJAKA-KRIYA :~ -

Another cereméhﬁ'ééiiéd‘fAvatEra@aka-kriyé', akin to

the !'Avatirapnaka-manhgala' discussed above, was meant to
ward off the evil effect of the evil-eyed goblins or per-
sons likely & to affect children, This ceremony was being
by the ladigs of the harem thrice a day to Prince Hariva-
hana during his early childhood.BZTIt is peiformed'in a
variety of ways even to thisg day in}lndian toens and villa-
ges, One of them’is to wave a jug of water and four lamps
of salt round the head of the child keeping the skirt of
the upper garment between its head and the jug, and then
10 throw the four lumps in four directions respectively
and pour the water on cross-roads. Another procedure is
to do the same process of rotating over the head with
Sinapis Ramosa (Rajika) and a lump of salt and then throw
it in the burning coal4fire.328 )

(14) UPANAYANA :-

‘with the usual '‘Upanayana' -ceremony the boy is
initiated into the study of the Vedas and is really
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accepted as a member of the group and of the spiritual
life of the community %o which his forefathers belong. 2>
Dhanapala has adopted this ceremony in a different manner.
The education of Hariv@hana started in his siﬁth year
when on an auspicious day, the king performed all the
daily routines of his worship, annointed the prince with

‘ sandal paste and dressed him up with clean fine silk gar-
ments, pearl necklace and floral adsdk crest, put an aus-
picious Tilaka on the prince's forehead with Gorocana,

and took him to the school where, in the holy presence of
the image of the goddess SarasvatI, he was handed over to
his teachers. The education started with the teaching of
the alphabet and culminated in the knowledge of all aits
and sciences.

(15) SAVITRY :-

There can be no place for SavitrI, i.e. Gayatri-
Mantra, in the Jainistic set up of Dhanapfla's TM. Yet,
being an erstwhile Brahmin, he could not but negleet this
former treasure of his totally. Thus, though there is no
mention of savitri in the curriculum of Prince HarivZhana,

the poet dhas clearly referred to the rite of offering

W G S T S S > - - - A T . o -

329. HSO 'pyo 224,
330. TH(N),pp.78-79.
piZsxdbidsppalBRGhdy




464

oblations to the Sun and pe:formance of 'Japa’ of the holy

syllables,or quarters, of Gayatrl in connection with the

ascetic life of Malayasundéri?3%ho seems to have represe-

nted as fpllowing a faith not in conformity with Jainism.
(16) SAMEVARTANA :- ’

Though there is no mention of this rite by this
name, it is implied in the fact that Prince Harivahana
lived with his teachers in the school till the age of gix-
teen, at the end of whivh332the king ceremoniously brought
him back to his palace.BBBThis is in effect the samavar-
tana ceremony which celebrates the return of the student
to his ancestral home after completion of his studies at
the hermitage of his guru, and marks the completion of his
education and his fitness to enter into and accept the res-
ponsibility of family life.334

(17) YAUVARAJYABHISEKA s~

'King Meghav3hana thought of appoint Prince Harivi-
hana as his heir-apparent after the completion of the la-
tter's education. But before doing this he deemed it nece-~
ssar§ to search for a fit companion who was expected to
be an equal of the prince in points of prowess, handsome-

ness, humility, speech, activeness, and other princely
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qualities like generosity, brave;y and composureQ It
was only after the king could find such a one in Samarake-
tu that he performed the ceremony of Yauvar@jyZbhigeka to
Prince Harivahana, This ceremony is”méntioned again with
reference to Prince Samaraketu of Kancl whom his father
deputed to command the naval expeditién almost immediately
after performing this ceremony.336

(18) WORSHIP OF THE FAMILY DEITY :-

As an éré%ﬁhiié dévoﬁi'éiah@iﬁ and subsequenthan

equally devout Jain, Dhanapilé had full faith in the wor-

ship of the family-deity¥337mhis aspect of his life has

been responsible for the depiction of +the procedgre of the
worshiﬂef the family deity in a couple of instances.Thus,
King Meghav@hana is advised by the Vidyadhara yuni to
(give up the idea of retiring to a forest to worship some
other deity for progeny, and, instead, worship his very

338

family deity, Viz., the Goddess-of-Prosperity, and fur-

ther imparts in his ear the mystic Apar@jitd vidya after
mentally enveloﬁing him own body as well as that of the
king with the mystic Kavaca of the RekgH-mantra. Such an
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oral imparting of the Vidya is considered to be the first
and foremost prereqiisite in the matter of mystic worship,
since a Mantra is, to a Sidhaka, a very mass of radiant

- 339

Tejas or energy.
' The daily routine of King Meghavahana's worship is

0 : - "
54 Thus, the king got up early in the

described in detail.
morning and went to the‘garden, rinsed his mouth and fini-
shed his bath and daily Japa, put on silk garments, cove-
red his mouth and bathe&fthe image of the goddess with
water poured from golden pitchers; Then he annointed the
image with sandal paste mixed with éamphor, adorned it with
garments, pearl ornaments, and crest garland as well as
ear-ornaments of flowers After offering aromatic incense
and powder of black-Aguru, the king sat at a distance and
sang prayers for a long time and performed the Japa of the
Aparajita vidya, Finally, he saluted the elders. This pro-
cedure was repeated in the evening alsp. it was elaborated
further on auspicious days.34l |

In times of emergency, when all this was not possi-
ble, the ceremony was abridged. Even then it did consist

of bathing the image, and offering garments, unguents and
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flowers, This is how Samaraketu performed the worship of

his favourite deity before he set out in search of Hari-
342.
vahana from his royal camp at Iauhitya mountain.

(19) KAUMUDI-MAHOTSAVA OR THE HOLY-BATH CEREMONY
OF IORD MAHAVIRA :-

This Jain festival was held onm the full-moon day of

the month of @ Xarttika at miamgh*x:;343

It was being cele-
brated not oniy‘at Mount Ratnakﬁ?a on the Suvela mougtain,
but algo in K&fcT where it was known as 'KaumudI-mahotsava'
as is clear from a casual reference o i%'by malayasundariw
in regard to the same night.344iﬁn The festival seems to
have lasted for a full fortpighf and was also called
fAbhigeka-maﬂgala'?451ts orkgin hag been traced back to the
day on which Tord Mahavira attained his émancipation.346
On the occasion of this festival éarlands of green
leaves of Sandal tree were suspended to the arches of the
gates; silken flags were tied to the tops of golden merry-
-go~rounds&347
The ceremony of the Holy-bath consisted of pouring
from gblden pitchers holy water on the image of ILord Maha-

vira, For this purpose water was brought from all the holy
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places of the world?48 and was stored in golden pischers,

which were to be touched with duly washed hands thus ﬁuri-
fied. As the time of beginning the ceremony approached the
lutanists and other musicians got their instruments ready.
The heavenly courtezans, some of them carrying baskets of
flowers, others holding vessels containing various unguents
and still others with vases full of scented water, approa-
ched the image. As the water from the first pitcher poured
over the image, the musicians spontaneously started play-
ing upon their instruments loudly along with the blowing

of the trumpets. It was followed by the elaborate procedure

349

of the worship,” “at the end of which the public reciters

sang devotional songs to the accompaniment of Mgdaﬁga and

finally came the dance items of the princesses till very

late hours of the night.350

(20) MISCELIANEOUS REFERENCES :% )
Besides the above festivals and ceremonies, Dhana-
pala has also referred in passing to the rites perférmed

by a 'Preta-sddhaka' who would seat on a Kusa seat in a

351

cemetary,”’ and wambd to the human victims being searched
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for by the Sabaras in order to offer them to the goddess
Capndikd in éhe tribal villages situated in the forests of
the Vidhya mountain?sz
Iv 3 LIFE IN CITY, MILITARY CAMP$, VILLAGE,
' HERMITAGE AND FOREST s=
(&) CITY IIFE :~ _
While deseribing the cities like Ayodhyd and kanel

and others, Dhanapdla draws a vivid picture of the.city
life probabl& based on his own experience of living in
cities like UjjayinI, Dhar& and the like. These cities
were in those days imﬁértant centrs of cultural and poli-
tical activities and Bhanapala{sldescriptions give us a
cross-section of the ﬁighly riéh, luxirious and pompous
way of living there obtained there conseéuent to the
concentration of all wealth of the state there.

353was gurrounded on all

Thus the city of Ayodhya
sides By a castle-wall with a huge mote on its outer side.
white flags fluttered on four big gates of the castle,

The tops of the temples on the cross-roads were decorated
with golden crest-pitchers. In the gardens the trees were

watered by means of water-wheels. Wide streets and main

3524 TM{N),p.200(6£f£,)--- ¢ ’RﬁiqaﬁﬂrqLanquvgi?wgdfpﬂﬁr“
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roads were\ lined on both dides with 'S3takumbha' type of
buildings. The fSandha' type of mﬁlti;storeyed houses
were marked‘by éomponn&-walls, high gates, crocodile-
-arches and swings. Every house had its own tank and swi-
mmuing pool. In the brief description of K§ﬁci354also the
poet has nentioned many of these generalydetails.

Among the minute, though stray, details mentioned
by Dhaﬁapila, the following are noteworthy. The garlands
of éreen leaves were tied to the high portalé decorated

with engraved crocodile-arehes?ssPeOple made profuse use .

- 6
of incessantly burning incense of black and white Aguru?5

Shops containing heeps of emeralds, sapphires, diamonds

and cat's-eye gems were conspicuous in the wide and exten-

357

sive market place. The shops had wooden doors and they

358Numerous houses in the

359

wére fastened with steel locks,
cities had more than one storey. Drains for the flow of

pink water of the swimming pools were built along the

3540 TM(N)Rp+259~260, - .
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) » - 360
base of the walls and were lined with emerald.3 The sho-
wer-baths were situated along the banks of the river in
the city gardens which abounded in sport-bowers and sport-

hillocks.361Public tanks were built by the kings.‘%zmhe

ground of the palace gardens was levelled and paved with

363
pearl-powder, and many types of trees were grown therein.

Lighting arrangements consisted of hand-born torches and

glowing rubies also served as lamps, though without f:.aéé‘}
The bed was covered with clean white bed-sheet and a white
ﬁitcher with water trickling from its pores was placed at

the head of the bed, near the pillow which was stuffed

365

with soft filaments of the feathers of swans.” “Among the

alchoholic drinks, DhanapZla has mentioned 'Kﬁpis';ayana'

and 'Phalarasésavaf ;36§Fot painting and col&izring, the

367

liquids of Kusumbhé, Yaveka and FIli are noticed, Fans
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368

were prepared from hair, and there were mechanical de-

vices in the form of golden stone images for weilding the

369 370

fans. People chewed TZmbila incessantly. The fruits of

the Kataka tree were kﬁpwn for their property'of ridding

mud off the water.? 't

Houses were washed with water and

. B 37
mirror house was cleansed with the ashes of Sandql wood,
The ruby-studded floor of the Hall of Audiance was scava-

nged everyday and fresh lotuses were laid -bhere.373

In the
airy Pa??a-éﬁlé, the cages of male and female parrots
were hung.374 The utnsils were mostly made of silver,

bronze, 00pper‘and other metals.375
376

There is a reference

to fishing by meang of a hook. Wealth was stored in

. 377
Jars.

In the central part of the city was situated the
royal §alace premises., The courtesans lived near about

8 . .
the temples.37 The elephant drivers used to live on the
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outskirts of the city, as the city-guards would not allow

379310h merchants kept their

380

them inside the city limits.

heards of live-ste®k outside the city.
The citizens of Ayodhya are saidsslto be generous

in chafity in expectation of enjoyments; they obeyed due

to the fear of the state, observed etiquette purposefully,

earned without satisfaetién,and honoured old people just.

ag an exercise in learning courtesy.

Dhanapala has drawn a fine picture of the peculiari-
ties of the life in South Indian cities in his description
of KafcI. The rich citizens of KaneI are said to be very
much absorbed in physical pleasﬁres. The city-dwellers
in general were learped and Brahmins in particular felt
their lives fruitful. The coubtezans and parasites were
an important section of the city population and their
sole interest in life centred around sensual enjcyments.382
The students begged their alms and roamed everywhere re-

citing their lessons aloud.383

The general food of the
cultured citizens of KaneI consisted of fruits like orange,

bread~-fruit,and banana, and the drink consisted chiefly of
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coconut milk; their ornaments were chiefly made of pearls;
their religion mostly consisted of clemency; their goog
acts congisted of generosity; their good conduct consistad
of truth and cleanliness; and their entertainmemt consisted
of scholastie discussions.384
The womenfolk of the Vidyadharas city of Rathantpura-
cakravala are said to be adept in all arts and sciences,
knew the languages of all the regions, and were well-read
and skilled in relating the stories from all the Puranag§5
" K BB A part of the daily routine of the citizens of
AyodhyZd is also deseribed in pas31ng.386At noon,with the
blowing of the conch-ghells, as the royal elephants were
freed for bathing in the city tanks, businessmen closed
their shops with steel-locks. As the villagers began to
return to their villages, the hullabullo of the citizens
subgided. Schools concluded their lessons and students

closed their books. Iearned Brahmins, with leaf-bowls

carrying sesame, tufts of Darbha grass and leaves in hands,
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started to the river for mid-day bath. Attendants accompa-
nied them with oil, Embatic Myrobalan fruits and comb;.
%omen started taking bath at their domestic wells. Brahmin
girls poured water into the cisterns for birds. 0ld women
went to the temples. Beggaré‘roamed from house to house
for food. Government also ran some inns where the destitu-
tes were provided with food, drink, bed and medicines.387
The citizens enjoyed themselves in public parks.,
‘Royal ﬁalace had, adjoining to it, an extensive garden
having trees like lavanga, Punnaga, Candana and Aguru, and
members of the royal family entertained themselves therezg?
The usual means of transport for royal personages
was eléphant, particularly the female one, which was duly

389

decorated and faced to the east before starting. Wwhite

CEmaras were waved on their either sides and a white para-

sol was held over their heads. The body-guards of the royal

personages rode the horses.39oaoyal processions were common,

and they generally comﬁrised soldiers, bards and royal

attendants. The procession moved to the accompaniment of

- ——-— IR D G D G R S W S D S SN SO S S S G G} W D W A AN G W A YD B O T s S T G S S S

387, TM(N)y pe66(15ff.).

388, ibid., p.303(2ff.); 315(10).
389, ibldo’ P 330(11ff0)0

390, ibid., p.419(3ff.).




476

musical instruments like cymbals, drums and conches. Horses,
elephants and Vima@nas were also a part of the procession.
Courtezans annointed their boddies with camppor and musk.,
Such processions were a sort of an entertainment for the
s 391

citizens.

(B) LIFE IN MILITARY CAMP :~-

Dhanapdle has given few details about the life in
military.camp dufing his descriﬁtion of Vajrayudhals seige
of K§ﬁci,392 and in the deseription of the royal eémp of
the naval forces on the seé—shcre near Kéﬁciéggnd on an
island after the subjugation of the feudatories of the
iglands in the Southern Ocean. %

The camp party consisted of the royal personage in
ch%ge of the camp, the ministers, the accompanying Brahmins,
gcholars, ladies of the harem with their paraphernaiia,
courtezans and soldiers, and labourers. It seems the army
provisions were transported in carts drawn by bullocks to
which Dhanapdla has made a reference.sgSThe layout of the
camp resembled that of a miniature city épread around the
central royal tents. The tents were pitched by tying them

to the hails on all sides.396mhe ministers were housed in
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special tents of different colours.397mhe tents for the
inmates of the royal harem were pitched by the harem-

attendants and a continuous fence of thorny branches su-

398

rrounded the area g for proper protection. There is a

;;reference to crocodile~-arches, officers' tents and tents

399

for feudatories and bodg-guards, The éroup of royal

tents was well protected by a high fence made of poles &bl

tied to a row of stone pillars dug into the earth}400The

courtezans seem to be putting on thick clothes.401 For

camp-fire sandal wood was utilized.402

With the change of every watch of three hours, the
trumpetg flourished and the guarding elephants changed
duty, the horse-keepers rushed to the royal tents with
saddled horses. The feudatories moved on the elephants at
the end of their duties during which they stood stiff in
the same position. A series of patrol posts were establi-~
shed for guarding and,during the night, the guarding sold-

iers loudly passed words from post to post. Lighted torches

were utilized for illuminating the camp premises during
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the night, and the camp folk celebrated the festivals and
entertained themselves as they did on normal occasions in

civil 1ife.493
(C) LIFE IN VILLAGE AND PORT 3~

n the course of the description of the march of

Samaraketu's forces to the sea~-shore, Dhanapala has seized
the 0pportﬁnity to give a lively pictuie of rural life.
The villages, like the cities and hermitages,were
generaily situated along'séa-shore, lake, river or a moun-
tain. Along the river banks the village merchants establi-
shed small hotels where the river-farers could get cooked
rice, ghee, curds, sweet-balls and etc.;404public wells
for drinking water were situated at regular distances aleng
the foads. The village consisted of a group of abodes,
which were built of branches of trees, creepers, leaves
and etc,, all cemented together by clay and plastered with

405 406 Th

The poor labourers lived in grass huts, e

dung .
village house generally consisted of the living rooms whigh
could be closed by fastening the doors, and the compounds

at the back where the dung was stored and vegetables like
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cucumber, gourd, Trapusa (GOIOQuint;da)g Karkkﬁrn (Bevin=-
kasa Cerifera), Kéravella—(gcurd ﬁemoréicé Charantié) and
othérs were cultivated. The compound was secured by a fence
of thorny plants. .

The household of the villagers congisted of bronze

. 40 -
vessels, blankets,ropes and etc.? ¢ They domesticated wild
dogs for guarding their houses and fed them with curds.408

409

Dhanapala has gmven a vivid picture of villagers
with tu;bans on their heads, with daggers tied to their
waists by meand of worn out cloth belts, with staffs in
their hands and carrying. their children on tﬁeir shoulderd.

They were familiar with buffaloes410

and expert in evalua-
fing the worth of bullocks, but were curioms about elephants
and camels., Due to thelr ignorance about city-life they
easily mistook m good~looking ha:lots riding an elephant,

as for queens or princesses, & céraga for a prince, and a
well-dressed merchant for a king's favourite. They were
vary of talking to city-dwellers; Out of curiosity they
stood waiting for hours together hungry and thirsty to see

the royal procession. .
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During the battles, the villagers gathered and wit-

nessed the fights with shouts accordingly as they were

411
frightened, astonished, angered, amused, tickled or bored.

The chief agricultural produnce seems to have been
12
rice of both *Kalama' and *Kedara' verieties in South Inéia.
There is a reference to the fields where sugercane was cul-

%ivated.413Vegetables were grown in the compounds of their

houses.414 B

The villagers seem t0 be exposed to harassment from
various
®/quarters. Thus, hordes of robbers plundered their house-

415

holds, agricultural produce and vegetables. The revenue

officers and village rogues also robbed the viilagers of
their grass and grains from ‘the threshing-floors in the
fields.416Village sentinels foreibly extracted bribe froﬁ
them.417Money~lender3'of the vilaage confiscated their
houses and set them at large compelling them to pack off

their belomgings and roam from house to house for reside-

418
nce.

A O S W . S S W W B S TS T D Gy D PN AN A ol W S0 W WD sl - - S D D T W —

411, TM(N),p«83(15ff.). - N N

412, ibi@.,p.ll6(l7ff.)-w3«H4uﬁnm<n+u4Hm1HW253~~4

413, ibid.,p.182(14£f,.) - -gfﬁ_auﬁv“fn_ -

414. ibid.,pe119(15) --- WhwH ---- 3 120(1)- neaafwa$-t

415, ibid, ,‘p.ll9(l7) “ﬁz’ﬁ’&*{t‘”fé lq:t"éafm @‘Bﬂ'&(‘&i";ﬁ“m

416, 1bid. ,p.3.19(10ff ) ﬁ'aﬁfﬁm&"%‘ﬁd‘ W'ﬂma mﬁmﬁ‘%r\
B BAwIT Khﬂﬂﬁ aA -----1 3 119(14f£,) - S=qafaag-
m?“cﬁmgzgmdﬂtwq\zq) D] . .

417, 1bid.,p.ll9(ll) . arefuTongBrafiad @saret  dam oilgfiam
FRTHGNAG: 1. ~

418, ibid,,p,119(18ff.).




481

A glimpse is also provided of life on islands and
perts.419 The plants in the gardens had to be protected
from sea-birds. There wasino restriction on entry of sea-
farers = in such'villages. Even the poor people possessed
Jewels normally fit for royal families. Gold was here re~
garded as cheap as dust. The chief preoccupations of the
people was to store materials like cumbustible oil and such
other things for preparing collyrium useful for diving ope-
rations; to raise the masts for boats and ships; to manufa-
cture sails, to carry the anchors; and to repair wooden
drums for storing drinking water. They used palm leaf for
engraving, in Kargiyaka and other écripts, poems in local
languages abouhding in Sanskrit vocabulary. Civilized peo-
ple were but few among them; conduct in accordance with
Varna and ISrama was rare; heresy was at its height; women
dreesed gaﬁ&ily; and the languages were generally unintelli-
gible., The chief element in population was aboriginal sailos
with frightening looks, variegated dress and external appem-
dages, fond of kidnapping other's wives, steel-black in
appearance, trimming variously khn;nﬂ shaved beards and
mustaches, wearing tufts of palm-leaf in numerous holes

pierced through their ears, carrying daggers, wearing iron

bracelets in their hands, and picking up quarrels at the
slightest provocation,

419, TM(N),pp.133=-134.
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(D) : LIFE IN HERMITAGE :~-

From the stray references to various details rege-
rding the hermit life of Malayasundari both at the hermi-
tage of Kulapati éantatapa at the foot of the Malaya moun-
tain and at the minnery adjoining to the Jain temple on
Mount Ekasrfiga on the Vaitﬁ%?a range, we can compile a
picture of life in hermitage as it might have obtained in
those days.

The inmates of the Praé&nta~vaira-§%rama congited

of hermits, old nuns and hermit girls.420They lived in

421
422

thatched cottages + Brahmins and othersxfrom the cities

often visited it, and brought the news about current
affairs.,

Barly in the morning.the old hermits sang hgmns to
the hoiy river Gafiga, the forgotten verses whereof were
reminded to them by the parrots resting in their nests
on the nearby trees.423Trave11ers used to lodge there for
sometime and recite verses revealing the message of the
morn.424 Shallow cups peepared from Palé%a leaves served

‘as containers of food which consisted chiefly of kmidmakn

- - - -
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424, ibid.,p.358(10£f).
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4251ndulging in luxury of orname-

426

bulbous roots and fruits.
nts ete.,was out of place here. The Kulapati seems to
have been a lovable personality who took Bm&am extreme

care of the inmates. .

The work in the hermitage comprised lookihg after the
comfort of guests, gathering flowers for worship of the
deity, watering the plants with leaf-bowls, plastering the
verandah with cow-dung, drawing Svasika with artistic de~
signs, feeding orphan young ones‘pi deers, cooking vege~
tables, gathering ripe fruits, sewing(be@s of soft bark g
pieceg?znarrating purapie stories befitting the occasioggz

The hermits slept at night on the beds prepared from Kuba

- 428
Zrags.

The nunnery near the temple of Iord Rgabha at Mount

Ekaégﬁga was a three-storeyed buildihg429with many apartments

43ofor the nuns. The rooms
431

which served as sleeping rooms

were provided with wooden seats. There were ﬁegs to

432

hang bark sheets,. The belongings of the nuns seem to have

consisted of a couple of pairs of bark garments, a gourd
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427, ibid.,p.331(2-12), A

428, ibid.,p.413(13) -.- FATAIT ;!
429, ibid.,p.zss(:t?)a";(’é‘“q B "\, emaawer -

430. ibid. ’p‘256(19) o B'Wﬂ&\wm"‘ o
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432, ibide,De256(18) Srkesicmt ——dsroTir—t
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433

for carrying water and a rosary of beads. The hermits

subsisted on fruits and roots. Their daily routine mainly
included the offerings of ‘'Argha' to the Sun thrice a day,
Japa of holy ¢iyatrI and worship of. the déity.434

(E) FOREST IIFE :-
'In the course of his deseriptions of the ViAdhya
forest,43sand of the jungle lying between the vaitééhya

436Dhanap51a has taken oppo-

mountain’and Mount Ekaé;ﬁga,
rtunity to give a pheture of forest life.

The Vindhya forest was rich in trées like pine,
Vetica Robusta, Terminalia Arjuna, Pongamia Glabra, teak,
Bignonia Indica and others, and the“undergrowth was so thick
that one would hardly be able to see whether or not the
Sun rises or sets.437samaraketu remembered his path on the
strength of such things as a pit, a trunk, grass, bush,
ant-hill, residue of forest fire and etc,.438The reverbe~
“'ration of the large drims of the NZhala tribes residing in
the forest abounding in reeds and bamboos was matched by
the loud noise of girgling streams as their water splashed

on the rocks. The beating of drums conveyed to the tribes~-
men

433, TH(N),P+256(20) -~ H1HHI -~ FHZF --1

4355,. ibid.,p.zs'?(llff.).

435, bido,po 200, -
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the news about the passing travellers to be looted. The
0ld tribal women were more rash than even normal youfhful
citizens. The public bars of tribal villages of the Saba~
ras were aiways crowded and noisy, In every house caéca-
ses of hunted animals were being cooked on ovens. Every
bower was resounding with the cries of imprisoned trave-
llers., Iooted wealth was being divided in every lane.
Children were being taught musical trickeries to entice
deers. Everywgere fishermen were seen sitting with their
hooks ready to catch fish from the ponds. Human beings

to be offered as vietims to Caggika were béing sought for
everyday. Travellers hid their gold and other precious
belongings-in their hair-do or head-dress, and hastily
passed by the tribal villages with great fear and muttered
in their hearts Capdika-dandaka-stotram while casting their
frightened glances everywhere. The ambushes were laid
everywhere to catch the travellérs,who were pursued and
looted and even killed,

Tribal women busied themselves with stringing neck-
laces § of pearls interspersed with beadsy The tribals
roamed in forests to g dig out eatablea roots and to fall
fruits. The tip of the bow was utilized by the tribals for

439

dlgglng the roots out of {the soil, sometimes monkeys
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wrested food from the hands of the travellers. Hunters
pursued wounded tigers to get their skin. Even the tribal
women carried shining spears and arrows.

In the forest lying between the Vait§thg mountain
énd Mount Ekaé;ﬁga,440the tribal women put on bead girdlgg%
The tribals hunted for frogs. The soil was rich in silver,
éopper, brass, tin, lead and iron. Siddhas wandered in
" geareh of medicinal plants which might be useful in attra-
cting rains; in preventing the bad effect of evil eye; in
solidifying mercury; in dumbfounding, immoboliziné and
dis persingtpeople or causing quarrels among them; in
- counteracting the effect of deadly poison; in attracting or
\hypnotizing people by applying its powder on the foreheadj
in warding off the fear of old age and death. Travellers
cooked their rice in hot-water streams, Poisonous ponds
were enclosed with thorny fences by the tribals in order
to prevent people, birds and beasts from death on drinking
the water therefrom. The region was dotted with the temples
in which the idols of the Siddhas were esiablished. Super-
human beings toured the forests for pleasure. Alchemists

tried to transform other metals into gold with the help
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of varios medicinal herbs. Temples of Camundd and Siva
were built on hill-tops. People used to commit suicide
from wigsh-fulfilling precipices in order to get rid of
miserable life in the hope of better propects in future
births. left-outs of abondoned camps of the mibdititrppgns
army of émperors were to be seen here and there, '

The ascetics lived in the forests, on the river banks
and in the caves of mountains. Some of them subsisted on
fruits anft roots while others totally abstained fromm food.
Some sat with five fires around them. Some kept themselves
submerged upto the neck under water. Some hung tﬁemselves
upside~down and inhaled smoke. Some set their eyes on to
the Sun. Some kept on muttering mystic fobmula, while othems
took to keeping mum. Some refrained from killing inspite
of the weapons kept at hand, while others abtained from
indulging in sexual pleasures inspite of the constant
company of their beloved wives in their vicinity. Thus all

of them were busy with some or other type of penance.
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