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THE E H I H 0 N MENTAL LATA !
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CHAPTER TEN

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

In keeping wijtfo the intention of basing the 
story of the TM on Jain canonical literature, Dhanapala 
has naturally chosen the Jainistic geographical back-

1ground for the plot* As has been noted by Shri J.C.Jain, 
the Jain point of view of geography is governadnsii by 
two conditions, mythological and scientific. To the 
first category belongs the fantastic geography of Jambu- 
dvipa, which is divided into seven zones bounded by six 
mountain ranges from which flow the fourteen great rivers. 
But so far as the visible world is concerned these pri­
mitive geographical retained certain true observations 
in their geographical descriptions. And the Jain texts
in general seem to be closer to the puranic concept with

2regard to their concept of the Dvipas, though there is a 
difference in thair nomenclatures. And Dhanapala, being 
a Brahmin convert to Jainism, seems to be conversant with 
both these traditions, which at times get mixed up in 
his work.

1. LAIJC, p.245
2. GP,p.32.
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According to the Jain conception, the world consists

of innumerable spheres, continents and oceans each one 
surrounding the preceding one like a sheath.7 As DhanapSla 
has fully adopted the jainistic view, his geographical 
background is partly mythological and hence fanciful, and 
partly material and hence realistic.

CELESTIAL GEOGRAPHY
_ • • - 4

Dhanapala refers to Loka and Aloka which are the
twine spheres encompassing the whole universe in its fold;
the souls bound down to the transmigratory condition ca»~
not go beyond Loka while only the emancipated souls sore
to Aloka and settle there, within Loka are situated the
upper regions of the gods. Among these Dhanapala mentions
Patala-svarga, purva and Apara yideha-vij ayasD and 

_ - 7 an<^ Lllavatamsa-vimana
Puskaravati-vijaya, /as the regions of the gods of *yima- '
navasl* class. It is interesting to note that he refers

galso to the semen ’Lokas'.
Of the Dvipas, Dhanapala specifically names only 

three, viz. Jambu-dvTpa, gamfe Nandisvara-dvlpa and
9Dhatakl-khanda, though the others are indirectly suggested.

3. LAIJC,p.245.
4. TM(N),p.412(8).
5. ibid.,p.154(9).
6. ibid.,p.412(5ff•)•
7. ibid.,p.407016).

8. ibid.,p.412(9).‘
9. ibid.,pp.239(4); 407(13);

40(6); 409(4);.421(3); 
409(13). .
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In the opinion of Mr. S. Muzafar Ali , the word »T)vipa*

originally signified a land hounded hy water (ocean, sea,
river, lake or hy a combination of these) on all or three
or two sides. Thus it was equally applied to an island, a

peninsula or a *doab* and later on it came to signify the
territory of a nation or a human group. The names of the
nine ’Dvxpas* have been given hy RatnasekharasUri as Jamhu»
hhatakl, pufkara, Varuni, Ksira, G-rta, Iksu, landxsvara 

- 11 -and AruqLa. The puranxc tradition admits of only seven 
’Dvipas’, viz. Jamhu, Pugkara, Saka, Salmall, Ku&a, plaksa 

and Kraunca.
In the centre is the Jambu-dvipa, which is divided

into seven K§etras^ or zones, viz. Bharata, Airavata,

Hemavata, Hiranyavata, Harivar§a, Ramyaka and Videha. Of

these Dhanapala, has mentioned Bharata, Airavata, Hemavata 
13and Harivarga ; each of these units is called ’yarsa’

14which, according to Hemacandra, is a synonym of 'Dvipa'.

10. GP, pp.36-37. ^ \
11. LXS, p.15, vss. 6-7:*?OT ^$*431 -VTftr^Tri ^r«i-MTrsjr ^ikh

lESRfgRrT | •wf<£RRt~
-5T ..........

12*. TS III- 10: ^cjrt<^fbr 1

LXS,',p. 44, vss- -T"
«f^i iu mi

13. TM(N),p.7(23);239(S);412(5);421(l);412(5);412(10ff.).
14. AAS,II,583: ‘Tsfej' |
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Bounding these zones are six mountain ranges (Vargaparva-
tas), Viz., Himavat^5 Maha-himavat, Nisadha, Nlla.Rukmin,

and Sikharin. In the centre of jambudvipa is located Meru,
also named Sumeru?'6 over and above these Dhanapala has

also mentioned the frontier mountains (Vajsanta-giri) of
17w&ich two are named, viz., saumanas and vidyutprabha and

others are only suggested. Saudhrma-svarga is above the
18crest of Sumeru. in Jambudvipa there are thirty-four 

Vijayardha mountains and each one of them has one hundred 
ten cities of the vidyadharas1? There are natural eternal 

Jain temples on Meru, G-ajadanta, Kulacala, Vaksara-giri,
I ■ Q QVijayardha, JambUvrksa and Salmalivrkga.

21According to the Jainistic mutholog^cal view, Lava-
nasamudra surrounds Jambudvipa. Then comes the continent

Dhatakl-khanda which surrounded the Lavanasamudra and is

twice in extent. Then we have the Kaloda ocean and then
Puskara-dvlpa. In the middle of puskaradvlpa is sithated

the mountain range Manugottara, referred to by DhanapSla
23

as 'Manuja-lokacala*, like a city-wall, which is the

15. Tl(lO,p.412(10); TS, 111,11:

16. ibid.,p.276(22ff.);407(16)i421(l).
17. ibid,,p.412(11). 20. ibid.,111,40-42.
18. PPR, III,31t-37. 21, IAIJO,p.249.
19. ibid., 111,38-39. 22. TM(N),p.409(13).

23. ibid.,p.411(14).
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the ultima thule of the Human World. Thus, according to

the Jain conception, the human world consists of twd and

a half continents, viz., Jambudvipa, Dhatakxkhanda and
2L ’

half of Puskaradvipa. 'surrounding the puskaradvipa we

have various other oceans and continents which are each

twice as large as the preceding' one* The eighth continent
is Nandxsvaradvxpa which is described as land of the gods
with beatiful gardens. Here are the eternal statues of
the Arhats in the Siddhayatanas, which, according to

25Dhanapala, exceed a hundred and seventy in number and 
which are frequented by the gods. The last continent is 
Svayambhuramana. Upto this point we, are in the mythological 
world of fantacy. But with the above-mentioned two and a 
half Dvlpas of the Human World we are firmly on the solid 

physical plane.

TERRESTRIAL GEOGRAPHY
I : CONTINENTS

- - 26JAMBUDVIPA, according to Shri D.P.Derasari,
is the region identified at present as India. Politically 
it was known as Bharatavarpa, while geographically it was 

known as Jambudvxpa. But Dhanapala mostly follows the

24. IAIJC,p.249.
25. TH(N),p.412(9-12). - .
26. Bhau.K.,pp.161-162.
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Jain mythology and considers it as "bigger region of which
27Bharatavarsa is hut a part. Mr. S.Muzafer Ali equates

it with Asia. In the Puranic mythology it is one of the
seven continents surrounding the Meru mountain. It is
supposed to he a lac Yojanas in width and encircled hy

28an equally wide Salt Ocean.
_ 29 .PU^KARADVIPA is one of the seven regions divided 

hy seven Kula-parvatas, according to the Jain mythology. 

Puranic mythology refers to its area as consisting of 
sixty-four lacs of Yojanas and as surronMSd hy an equ­
ally wide salty ocean. King Nitivarman is said to have 
divided it into two for his two sons Hamanaka and Ghataki 
on account of which the two parts came to he known after 
those names. shri D.P.Derasari p identifies■it with 

a part of the middle Asian region to the north of the mi 
river Oxus and consisting of Tartar etc.. According to 
Mr.S.Muzafer Ali,^2 it seems to cover the Scandinavian 
lands, Finland, Northern European Russia, Siberia, Japan, 
Manchuria and the south-eastern Siberia.

27. GP, p.48.
28. PKK, p.195.
29. TM(N), p.33(10).
30.. PKK,p.318.
31. Bhau.K. p.148.
32. GP, p-.42;44.
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II : POEMS
UTTARASA-.ta tat? A ST 5^ould naturally refer to

the Arctic Ocean, while hy pakginabdhi^the reference is
_ -5

clearly to the Indian-Ocean. KSIRQDA has beem identified
36 :•by Mr.S. Muzafer Ali with the Sea of Japan. PUSKARA- 

NIRADHI might have covered the pacific Ocean. NANDISVA- 
RODA^f .^being mythological, has not been physically 

identified.
BHARATA-KSETRA or BHARATA7ARSA is situated to the

• »

south of H CULLA-HIMAVANTA and between the eastern and the 
western seas. By two large rivers G&nga anl Sindhu and 
the V1ITADHYA mountain-range it is divided into six

7p 7q
portions. It is identified with India obviously ex­
tending from modern Afghanistan and the Himalayan- range 
to Ceylon and from Gujarat-Saurashtra and the western 
Ghats to Burma. The rivers Ga&ga and sindhu are too well- 
known. to need any clarification.

III : MOUNTAINS :-
The VAITABHYA mountain seems to be identical

33. TM(N),p.234(1).
34. ibid.,p.329(19)1343(3).
35. ibid.,p.421(3). ,
36., GP, p.43. .
37. TM(N), p.40(6).
38.. L&IJC, p.248.
39. PKK, p.361.
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with the modern Himalayan range from the description of 
40it in the TM. phanapala has in a way confessed that it

41is a Jain prototype of the Himalayas, a part of which
- 42is mentioned as Himavan and Tuhinacala also. Onr poet

has referred to the practice of cooking rice in hot-water
43streams in the Vaxtadhyan region. One of the peaks of* 44

Vaitadhya is called CAljBAGAHYARA.
45VI JAYIlRDHA is another lorth Indian mountain- which

46is situated to the north of the LAUHITYA mountain, which
again is situated in the eastern Himalayan region. The
surface of the Lauhitya forest land is described as abo- 

■ 47unding in cobbles and the forest as full of wild elepha­
nts. This description would fit the mountainous region of

40.

41.
42.
43.

44.

TI(N), p.239U): $5^ MU-

. and j,.239(4ff.):

"^TTcT___ "vj^t q ---^
ibid.,239(11):
ibid., p.8(3);61(4); 239(11). . . „ P _
ibid., p.235(4): 3icPTcr377<7UaT
ibid., p.225(17-18); feflAZflgflgR —\ .
p. 398(2): Tq"?u^tu£(--H

45,
46,
47, 
48

ibid., 
ibid., 
ibid., 
ibid.,

1.98(16); 401(4-5).

184(12-13): i
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Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan in the Himalayas. During his
conquest of the eastern direction, Bhima is said to

49ha%e turned to Lauhitya, after conquering the suhma 
region.I$,thus, seems to refer to a mountain to the north 
of the river Brahmaputra.

Not far from the Vaitadhya mountain is situated« - t 50*
the famous A3|APADA~SAIM. also called once as Camika- 

51 . - -racala, the peak of which is held sacred By the Jains
as the First Tirthafikara §saBha attained his Nirvana and

52Breathed his last on it. jt has heeh identified hy Dr.
• -» 53J.C.Jain with Mount Kailasa.

To the west of As$3pada, and not too far from the
Vaitadhya mountain, is Mount BKASRNGA. which is said to
have Been covered By forest(and not snow) and temples of

54the Siddhas and surrounded By the heavenly Ganges. Dha- 
napala has referred to the abundance of peacocks,elephants

49. MBh. 11,30,26. ^ r ^ ^
50. TM(N), .p.405(19-21) : r( u, )

51
52

53
54

Ld., p. 8(16). x
Ld., p.405(20): ^cfcTnrqi^T » <^T~

oi(»t d iff £ m\ *1 ^
[JC, p.268.
’N)> p.202(9): qfKjpR (.uS *1*1 (cl cTcff'

>r 11 ^ w^\ <H5rt^rrfV<iT^
_ ; 202(14) qfWfp.—
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55and monkeys at this place. According to the Jain mytholo­

gy, it is one of the eight G-ajadanta mountains in the
— ^56 tpurva-Videha region, it is also called Ekasaila.

MAWPARAKA is called a Durga-giri being a .stiff moun­
tain and one serving as a castle where the captured enemy

- 57kings were imprisoned by King Meghavahana of Ayodhya.
In the puranic mythology it is a supporting mountain to

58the EHsifa east of ivferu. In the Jain mythology it is a
great muuntain in the acentral region of Mahavideha and
the seat of the Birth-coronation, sjg (Janmabhiseka) of all
the Tirthankaras,pn -fcHe Mahabharata it is said to be
situated on the eastern part of the Gandhamadana mountain^ 

61ARBUBA generally stands for the modern Aravalli
Hills and particularly to Muunt Abu in the Rajasthan State. 

62VINDHYA range in the Madhya Pradesh is too wellknown to 
need identification. 63

In the south, Dhanapala mentions SAHYA and MALAYA 
mountains, by which obviously the whole range of the

55.
56.
57.
58.
59.

TM(N), p.202(21-23).
TP, IV,2210. _
TM(I), p. 181(18-19^): v JffiKc

PKK» ’p. 386.
TP, IV,1780.

60. Bhau.K, p.190.
61. TM(N), p.5(7).
62. ibid., p.16(9)1 89(6); 242(13).
63. ibid., p.242(13); 329(20).
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Western G-hats facing the modern Arabian Sea; Sahya "being
the part adjoining the Konkan region and Malaya consisting
of Travanhore Hills and Cardamom mountains adjoining the
Mysore and Kerala States respectively. The river KaverT

64seems to he the dividing line,
TRIKUTA» a part of Suveladri, is another name of the

*

Lamba mountain of Lanka. According to the Jain mythology
it is one of the parts of the Meru mountain. But Dhanapa-

65la's Trikuta is definitely situated in the South India. 
SUVELADRI is a mountain in^Lafikaj while the short name 

'Suvela' would refer to' a Himalayan peak to the north-east 
of Kailasa.^ Dhanapala's Suvela mountain is definitely 

the one in Lafika as G-andharvaka goes to the south of Ayo- 
dhya and further to the south of Malaya in order to reach 
there.^7

The puranic tradition holds that MAINAKA was origi-
68nally an offshoot of the Himalayas, but later on entered 

into the Southern Ocean. Dhanapala locates it in the midst 
of an ocean, probably the Indian Ocean. PAHCA-SAIIAEA is

64. Bhau.K, p»171» ^ ^ v
65. TM(I), p.24(2); 95(1); 115(22); 363(22);
66-. PKK, p.659. '
67. TM(N),p.173(14); 224(3); 286(4).
68. ibid., p»5(9)» - p. . \\69. ibid., p.l00(18); 1
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YUa mountain _ rather an island - in the Southern Ocean 

and seems to he a part of the Maidive Islands, RATKAKUIA-
SAILA is referred to as situated on the panca-sailaka-
„ - ‘ 71dvipa far to the west of the famous Setubandha.; Bhoja

mentions a Ratna-dvipa which is identified hy Dr.Kalpalata
72Munshi, as one of the islands of Java, But Dhanapala's

evidence rules her conjecture out,

IV : ZONES OR PROVINCES
UTTARAPATHA, mentioned once, is hut a general

term signifying the North India, hut Dhanapala seems to
indicate collectively the north-eastern region comprising
the modern Bihar, Bengal and Assam.^

74MAGjyMJA, according to Derasari, is modern Orissa
- - - 75or rather the southern part thereof, pr. J.C.Jain, how­

ever, identifies it with modern Bihar, which was a great
76centre of religious activity of lahavira.

77KAMARUPA is identified with modern Assam, Dr, A.D. 
78Pusalkar notices that while some sources identify PRAG-

take
JYOTI§A with Kamarupa, others/Man&Mgi Pragjyotisa to he

70, TM(N),p.266(12): *PT gtfpTrSTTA, jfW •. >
343(21), **

71, £hid,*p.l37(lff»)^ refits T>=h-

72. cf. SMK, Intro.,p.76. 76. LAIJC, p, 251.
73. TM(N), p.182(18-19). 77*• TM(1)., p. 182(15-16);
74, ihid., p.267(8). BhaukK.p. 40..
75. Bhau.k,p,165. 78. Sum.pap. pp. 197-198.
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the name of the capital of the region named Kamarupa.The
geographical sections of the Puranas uniformly include
Pragjyotisa in the eastern region, whereas the Mahabharata
indicates its location also in the north or north-west,
and the Ramayana places it in the west. In the opinion of
Dr. pusalkar, the name Pragjyotisa was originally applied
to the region in the north-west. But Dhanapala seems to
distinguish Between lamarupa and Pragjyotisa; the former

79is the name of a region, hut the latter is not specified 
as a city.

UTTARA-KURU has Been mentioned as aa region of the
80semi-divmne Beingd like the Vidyadharas.-

AVANTI-VISAYA81 is Malwa in the Central India.
• . . ' 82SilURASTRA-MANDALA is known today By the Hame name• • • •

and signifies modern Kathiawad surrounded By the waters of 
the Arabian Sea on three sides in Western India.

KALINCtA^ signifies the region to the south of modern 

Orissa near the Bay of Bengal. It is referred to Both in 
the Puranie as well as in the Jain mythology.

79. TM(N), p.182(15): ^*^—1
80. iBid., p.169(5).
81. iBid., p.279(19).
82. iBid., p.267(12).
83.. iBid., p. 267(5).
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• f\£VANGA is identified with Bengal by most of the western 

85scholars. pr» J.C.Jain equates it particularly with east- 
86 ' - -ern Bengal. According to the Mahabharata it was a region

Q«7to the east of K&usiki Kaeehanilaya.
A&GA is the region between the rivers Sarayu and Bha- 

girathl and consists of the modern districts of Bhagalpur 
and Monghyr?®

KOSALA has been referred to in passing, but Bhanapala

has not distinguished between the -north and the south Kosala.
Most probably he meant the south Kosala with its capital

89Ratnapur wellknown in the eleventh century. .
KULUTA is the region of the Bias Valley to the north-

-west of the modern Kaftgda in Punjab; at present it is
known as the Kulu Taluka of Kahgda District.^®lt is interest*

ing to .note that Dhanapala places all these regions in the
central and the southern half of the Bharatavarsa.^

the _ " p?

South India is mentioned by-name DAKSIlfAPATHA,c
84. TM(N), p.267(5).
85. PKK, p.93.86. LAIJC, p.252.
87..PKK, pp,95i 486...........................
88. IAIJG, p.-251.
89. TM(lO, .p.267(15) ; Bhau.K. ,p.60.
90. Bhau.K.',’ p-50. v ^ r ^ .91'. TM(N')., p. 268(12): ^ RfaT TOW..-1
92. ibidV, p*. 80(14)'; 381(8) ; *r^M**^WF*i - - ~
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wherein Kancx-visaya seems to cover roughly the region
0comprising modern Telangana, Mysore, Krala and Madras
* 94

States, It is also named Dravida-mandala.
♦ • •. - 95STMffATA or TAMA is an island in the Southern

, Q6Ocean. It is identified as modern Ceylon, in the Critical 
Edition of Kiskindha-kanda of the Yalmiki-Ramlyana, Dr. 

D.R.Mankad locates Lafika in ins Central India "on one of 

the hill-tops near Indrana" a village about eighteen miles 
to the north of Jabalpur and takes the extent of ifea sift- 
hala-dvxpa upto the Rarmada in the south.^ Dr. A.D.Pusa- 

Ikar, however, differs in vie?/ if " several facts going 
against placing Lanka in central India", and concludes 
that " there is overwhelming evidence in, favour of the 
traditional vie?/ equating Lahka with Ceylon, and there is

no valid basis for the theory placing Lafika in Central
98 -India." -And Dhanapala corroborates Dr. pusalkar in that

in order to reach Kancx on the mainland Samaraketu had to
99cross the ocean after he started from simhala country.

93. TMOD.'p.331(15)*, 363(8-9).
94. ibid., p.321(15). ^ N n95. ibid., p.114(10); 259(19); fcv^px...\
96. Bhau.K., p.200.
97. Val.Ram.Kis. Intro. p.LSIII. '
98. J0IB, Prof. G.H.Bhatt Memorial Yol.XY, Nos. 3-4,

March-June, 1966. n
99. Il(N), p. 322(1-2):
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SUVARNA-DVIPA 100is, according to the Iain tradition,

1 .... .................  '

one of the thirty-two Bvlpas in the ocean on the outskirts
- 101of the Mandara mountain. in the SMK Bhoja mentions this

island which is identified with Sumatra by Dr. Kalpalata 
102Munshi. As has been noticed by Dr. R.C.Majumdar, Als 

-Birunx (1030 A.D.) tells us that "eastern islands in 
this (i.e. Indian) Ocean, which are nearer to China than 
to India, are the islands of Zabaj called by the Hindus 
Suvarna-dvlpa, i.e. the gold islands because you
obtain much gold as deposit if you wash only a little of 
the earth of that country". This common geographical name 
Suvarna-dvipa roughly denotes the Sailendra empire, which 
continued to be a powerful and extensive one throughout 
the ninth and the tenth centuries."^

V : RIVERS ;-
■ Among the rivers, all the three forms of GAtGA, 

viz., the heavenly, the earthly and the nether-worldly are 
mentioned; the earthly one being called 'Jahnavl* origi­
nating at the Himalayas.10^- KlIAEDf is of course the 

famous Yamuna. 3ARAYU is the one flowing by the famous

100. TM(I), p.127(1).
101. TP, V,24.
102. SMK,- Intro., p.76.
103. AIK, pp.412-414.
104. TM(N), p.24(8); 242(14); 239(8); 239(14); 154(10).
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city of Ayodhya. BHOGiVATf is referred to as a name of a
river in'which golden lotuses grew.10^ According to the

Amara-ko§a, the reading is *Bhogavati* and it is the name
106of a river and also of a city of the Nagas. Trikanda- 

sesa-kosa also spells the word as*Bhogavati* ( not Bhoga­
vati) hut notices it in the sense of the name of a city
of the Nagas .'"^^Hemacandra Jists the word in this sense

108only, hut with the reading ’Bhogavati* though he himself 
has listed it in the sense of both a city and a river,

109with the reading ’Bhogavati*,in his AnekSrtha-safigraga i
. _ JL10 - -SARAVATI is a river near the Mandaraka mountain.

VI : LAKES
Dhanapala has referred to a few 1 lakes also. PADMA

which is called a ’luladri-culahrada*"^"^is situated on the
n ?top of the Himalayas. The lake PUSKARA might he the one

- 113wellknown in Rajasthan. MANASA-SARA - is situated on the
_ 114Himalayas. APRSTAPARA is located hy Dhanapala on the top 

of Mount Ekasrftga.

105. TM(N)» p.214(13ff.): \
106. AK, m,iii,70:
107. TSK» I,x,-8: I108. ACH, IV,373: ^r*. '35T5:W->. nWT ^nr4# |
109. AAS, IV,128: ^4#- -cr i - ■ - -
110. - TM(N), p.181(20). ^ ^111. ihid., p.42i(2):
112. ihid., p,169(22): '
113. ihid., p.168(21). ' /114. ihid.,p.202(16ff.);205(3);

383(7).
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VII : CITIES
Bhanapala has mentioned' a few mythological 

cities known in the Jainistic tradition. GAGAHAVALLABBA 
is one of the sixty vidyadhara cities on the northern 
slope of the Vijayardha mountaini15RATHAIUPURACAKRAVALA 

is,similarly,one of the sixty vidyadhara cities on the
southern slope of the Vijayardha mountain in the Jain 

116mythology. VICITRAVIRIAMAGARA is the capital of the
Vidyadhara Emperor Vicitravirya and is located on Mount

117Trikuta of the Suvela mountain in the Indian Ocean. 
VAIJAYARTI is also one of the sixty Vidyadhara sities on 
the southern slope of the vijayardha mountain and it is

"j i Oalso called 'Vaijayanta' in the Tiloyapannatti. In the
wasPuranie mythology it/as the name of a city of King fimi- 

dhvaja and was situated in the Baraka forest in South 
India.~*~^^RATIVl5llg is a celestial city situated in the 
Sandlsvara-dvipa.120

Of the Indian cities, AYODHIA alias sSKETA, was, 
according to puranie mythology, a city "built by Vaivasvata 
Manu; It was the capital of Ko&ala region and invariably

115. TP, IV,U4;TM(N),p.401(4ff.) ;236(13ff.)
116. TP, IV,114; MPJ, 19,32; TM(I),p.366(16ff.)
117. TM(R), p.l71(13ff.); 223(17).
118. TP, IV,114; TM(N),p.171(3).
119. PKK, p.538.
120. TM(If), p.40(20).
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connected with the kings Dasahatha and Rama of the Iksvaku 

line.. After Rama it was deserted for a long time. Later on
King Rsahha of the Solar dynasty renovated it. It had an

• *

honoured place as the capital of the uttara-kosala country
in the puranic Buddhists® and Jain literature. Historically
it was the pivot of political activities during the suftga 

121period. According to the Jain mythology, it was "built 
hy Indra as the capital of the G-andhila-ksetra where the
First TirthafLkara Rsabha was horn. It was the- "birth-place

• •

of the second Tirthaiikara Ajita, the fourth Tlrthaftkara 

Ahhinanda, the fifth Tirthafikara Sumati and the fourteenth 
Txrthaftkara Ananta. Dhanapala refers to it as "built hy 

Prajapati and as the ancestral capital city of the kingi
like Raghu, Dilxpa, Dasaratha and others. ^pSrsvanStha

- - <*• 123and Mahavira, the last two Tirthankaras, visited it'. '

According to the Tiloyapannatti, ’SAKETA, the hirth-place
** 124

of Ajita, -was different from Ayodhya, But Dhanapala rega­
rds •Ayodhya' and •Saketa' to he identical in so far as he

qualifies King Meghavahana of Ayodhya as 'Saketa-nrpati'* also. 5

121. Ane. vol. XVII, Ho.2, June,1964,pp.78-81.
122. -TI(N>, p.7(20); p.27(17ff.)r 
123-. LAIJS,. p.252. -
124. TP, 17,526,;527;2300.
125*. TM(H),- p.412(15). .
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Shri R.B.HEuiap pandey agrees with the contention of Rhys

Davids that Ayodhya and saketa were almost two, parts of one.
city and conjoined like London and Westminster; Ayodhya

being the first capital of Kosala and Saketa being the
126next one in point of time. A popular verse lists Ayodhya

among the seven cities, the residence at which enables one
127to attain emancipation.

TnrailM.fe.PHRA was the capital city of tfea King suraketu
12Aof Magadha. The author of the marginal notes in the p

Ms. regards it as another name of patallputra. Shri K.K.
129Handiqui is also of the same opinion.

KUSASIHAIA was another name of the city of Kanauja,
130according to Hemacandra. Dhanapala M locates it in the 

pancala region.It is different from ’Kusasthall’ which, 
according to Harivafisa, was another name of the city on the
foundation of which Srl-krsna founded Dvaraka. It is also

• * •

different from ’Kusasthall’ which, according to the Skanda-
1purana, was another name of Ujjayini. ^

Zt.J.14..J4. _ _

126. JASB (New Series), Vol.XXXVI-XXXVII, 1961-62,pp.42-t7.
127. Yva.V cftMV \ -$*c

128. TM(N), p.298(8).
129. YTIAC,- p.514(b). . „ sx .
1|@. AOII, IY,40: ‘tfMT <jqiA-An -a or\_ i
13$. tmCN), p.266(21ff.) ■
132. Bhau.K., pi'51.
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KUIDIHAPURA was a city in the Yidarbha region. It 
was situated to the south of Varora in the modern Canda 
District, and about sixty-five kilometres to the east of 
modern Amaravatl, ^

MANIPURA was the capital city of Citravahana, where
- 134-Babhruvahana, the son of Arjuna, ruled. It was situated

in the Kalinga region, and is identified by Oppert with
Manaluru near Madura; according to Rhice it is the same

135as Ratanpur in the central India. But, according to
Dhanapala, it was a city - rather a port - on the suvar:g.a- 

136dvxpa.
- 137TClWOT is known at present by the name Conjeevaram 

near Madras in South India. During the tenth century it 
was an important centre of great power under the early 
Cola rulers. It is also listed among the ‘moksa-dayika’ 
cities.

RAteASALA was the capital city of Oandraketu, the
138king of the Sifthala country.

LAMA is also, referred to as the city of that name
- _ 139-on Mount Trikuta.

133. TM(H), p.82(8)r BhajL.K., ,p.51.134. PKK, p.382.
135. BhaukKV, p.166. r A\ ^ n
136. TM(N), p.128(1): *- '
137. ibid.,'p.224(5).
138. ibid., p.ll4(10ff.); 127(10).
139. ibid., p.24(22).
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VIII : MISCELLANEOUS 'PLACE-NAMES :- 
(a) GARDENS:-

KUSUMAKARA is the name of a public garden
adjoining the royal palace-garden of King Kusumasekhara 

140of Kancl. A temple of Cupid was “built in it, and the 

people of the city used to gather there on the ladana- 
trayodasf day for the public festival,

MATTAKOKILA is the name of another public park 

on the outskirts of the city of AyodhyS and located on 
the bank of the river Sarayu,^^ in this garden alio 

there was a temple of Cupid and the citizens of Ayodhya 
used to go there and entertain themselves with artistic 
and literary pastimes.

MAlQRAWfA. is the name of an .extensive private
•park situated on the top of Mount Ekasrftga. ^ it was

raised by the goddess Priya&gusundari.In it was built

a series of Jain Sub-temples with the principal temple
Of Lord Rsabha in the centre. The garden was meant to

serve the purpose of a hermitage for her.
Dhanapala has also mentioned,in passing, the famous

143heavenly garden called NANDANA. -

140. TM(N),p.298(8)j 322(19ff.).
141. ibid.,p,105(15ff•).-
142. ibid.,p.408(7ff.).
143. ibid.,p.421(2).
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(b) HERMITAGE:-
PBAfoEMTAVAIRA or VI3RAMIAVAIRA is the name of a

hermitage of Sage Kasyapa and was meant for the Vaikhanasas.
It was situated in the forest on the shore of the Southern 

144Ocean.
(c) HOLY PLACES and TEMP LBSs-

SAKRAVATARA-TIRTHA is the name of a holy Jain
temple of Lord R,sabha situated in the public park on the

- 145outskirts of Ayodhya.
Another temple of Lord Rsabha at Manorama garden 

on Mount Ekasrftga is not given any name.
A third temple, of Lord Mahavira, on Mount Ratna-

kuta on the Suvela range on South Indian Ocean,-has also
*

been given no specific name.
Similar is the case with a MAKARADHVAJ AY ATANA 

each at the Mattakokila garden of Ayodhya and at the Kusu- 
makara garden at hand.

A passing reference is made to the temples of 
Bhava and Bhavanl.^6

Dhanaplla has also mentioned Gang! as a holy place 

of pilgrimage.

145. TM(If), p.35(15ff.). ■
146. ibid., p.8(12).'

I
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(4) SUICIDAL PRECIPICE
samhat?A is the name of a wish-fulfilling rock

hanging on a precipice of the Gandagahvara peak of the 
- 147yijayardha mountain. People used to fall from it in 

order to get rid of the burdensome and painful life and 
with the hope of better prospects in future births.

(e) MILITARY g&MP;-
JAYASKAEDHAVlRA is the name of the military camp

— 1 Aftof Prince Harivahana on the Lauhitya mountain. ^

(f) PALACE
- ■ . 149BEADRASA LA is the name of the palace of King

Meghavahana of Ayodhya. lo special names are given to the 
palaces of Kusumasekhara, Candraketu and Tilakanaanjarl.

(g) BRIDGE
SBTUBANDHA is the name of the famous bridge over 

the Indian Ocean built by Rama to transport his army to - 

Lanka and fight with Ravana,

-_*_**_ *->;-* _ ** _ -x-_

147. TM(I), p.415(22): 
398(2ff..):

148. ibid.,384(23) / 149 ,ibid.,p.23(9ff.).


