APPENDIX - X A

DOWRY - A MENACE IN SOCIETY

Characters :

Archana : The main female lead, daughter of Belaben.

Belaben H Mother of Archana.

Kirti : Belaben's younger daughter.

Pushpaben : Archana's wicked,greedy mother-in-law.

Been : A friend and neighbour of Archana in her in-laws
place.

Rajesh : The husband of Archana.

SCENE - 1

[A middle class house - a slightly old sofa with two chairs on
either side, facing each other. In the centre two tables are
arranged. Two folding chairs of wood are also kept behind the
sofa].

[One girl =~ Archana - 18-19 years of age is sitting near the
table. She is crying silently and the girl's mother (Belaben) is
sitting on the chair. Belaben is greying at the temples and is
dressed in an old, worn saree].

Archana : Mother..... I still have to study further.

Belaben : Daughter, we won't get such a good match again...
The boy, Rajesh, is good and moreover his family
is rich. The best point is that Rajesh likes you.

Archana And of course..... my liking or disliking him is
of no consequence. (Sarcastically she speaks and
takes a sad deep breath). If your son had failed
his 12th, then also you would have asked him to
continue his studies and... here you are telling
me to get married while I have yet to appear for
my exams.

s

Belaben Your brother is a boy and you are a girl,
understand? (angrily). Now, we have argued enough

and I shall hear no more.

YOU ARE GOING TO MARRY and that is settled L
(saying each word with emphasis). You have to
think of your two younger sisters also.

[So saying she goes and Archana continues to cry
more noisily this time].
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-Archana : (To herself). 1In every matter, the son's interest
comes first, we girls...... are to be hearded like
animals.

[Keeping her head on the table she cries more and
more].

SCENE - 2

[The same room..... but the atmosphere of a wedding, with lots of
noise, the sound of Shehnai, etc. The daughter's (Archana's)
mother-in-law (Pushpaben) is in a hurry to finish the marriage
rites. (Her physical size is big and frightening].

Belaben : Pushpaben, listen we have given you a T.V. in
dowry and then too you want a lot of Rupees. If it
was like +this you should have told wus in the
beginning ! Now from where shall we bring the
money?

Pushpaben : See.e.s» all that T don't know..... you have to
give things to your daughter, so that she can live
comfortably but what of us..... we have brought up
the boy.... given him a good education, for that
we should at least get one lakh. ..... they won't
be allowed to get married.

Belaben : (In a pleading tone). Please, have some mercy.
If they don't get married, we will be dishonoured
in front of the invited guests and what will the
society say! We will pay all the money to
YOU..... Slowly slowly after the marriage.

Pushpaben : (With a victorius smile). Ok....0k..... but if we
don't get the money soon, after the marriage then
your daughter will bee.ececsn.

Belaben : No, no..... don't worry. We will somehow get the

money .
(Then the marriage continues and they take the
bride to their home).

SCENE - 3

[After some weeks, in a higher middle class room, well furnished
but the daughter-in-law, Archana, is cleaning the house in a torn
dirty saree, looking very tired. Meanwhile Pushpaben appears].

Pushpaben : Oh.... you unfortunate idiot ! You are just 1like
your mother in doing work, very slow. Hurry and
finish the work quickly. (Archana starts dusting
very fast). Your mother has shown great laziness
in sending the money. Your father is a beggar...
a real beggar. Sometimes, he sends money orders
of 500 or 1000 Rupees. Like this, it will take a
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whole 1life time to pay up that lakh of rupees.
During the time of your marriage how your mother
was pleading and begging. (Then turning with great
sarcasm pleads). Please do us a favour, you get
the money.

(Angrily, Pushpaben goes away. Archana stays
crying, hitting her head. Meanwhile her friend
Beena appears and Archana turns to hide her face
on Beena's shoulder and cries more loudly).

NOW, NOWeseses StOpP..... tell me what's happened.

It's the same old story. My  mother-in-law
(emphasising) is at it again and yesterday Rajesh
again came drunk, and started talking about the
lakh of rupees and.... and....

and what.... Archana ?

(Very hesitatingly) and he beat me up with a stick
as if I was an animal. My mother had told me that
Rajesh liked me..... but now she was wrong.,...
there 1is no liking.....there is only greed for
more and more dowry. Se this..... (shows the black
and blue bruises under her saree, on the back).

An you allowed him to beat you. Don't you know
that to beat a woman is against the law, leave
aside the crime for asking dowry. According to
the 1961 Act, to give or to take dowry is against
the law. And in 1984 more stress was laid.
Yes.... it is understood that parents would spend
to their best financial capacity for the wedding
of a daughter but not kill themselves ..... by
overdoing it. OK.... let's forget it....let's see
how this dowry system actually begin !

No"... no’

There were two reasons behind this system. I used
the past tense 'were' because nowadays there is no
justification for its existence. To begin with in
a newly weds household there are a very few
materials to live a comfortable wedded life which
were got by this system. The other reason is also
worth knowing. The property of the father is
mainly distributed amongst sons and nothing is
given to the daughter. This system was helped in
giving the daughter some share of that property.
Today, the insatiable greed of some people has
destroyed the real reason after this system. But
today, the guilty takers and givers of dowry are
not released only by paying th penalty! Today they
have to pay a fine of Rs.15,000 plus endure 5
years of prison at least.
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How do you know about all this ?

(Playfully touching imaginary collars).... ahem...
ahem.... after all I am the wife of an advocate.
If I had been in your place then.....

(Pushpaben shouts behind the curtain)

YeSeees YE€S.s. goO ON.... encourage her.... teach
her all.... you know very well how to interfere in
other people's lives.

(Ignoring Pushpaben's words, Beena looks at
Archana) Alright.... I am going because I have
put the cooker on the stove besides that old woman
will not do anything to me but if al stay on she
will take it out on you.

Fine.....come as you get the opportunity as you
know that I can't come. It's good to know that
within few days we have become good friends. As
usual letters written to my parents, would have
not been posted... deleting and adding things to
it. Now as I get time....... I'm going to write
to my parents then I shall need you to post them
for me. Will you do that for me?

Of course.....anytime... don't worry.....bye 1!!
Byeli.-

[ Beena goes away. Archana seems to feel slightly
lighter. She again resumes her duties. Meanwhile
Pushpaben comes with a plate prepared for worship
of God in her hand]

Idiot...listen +today only you must write to your
father and give him an ultimatum... that if he
doesn't send the money within two days then.....
(while speaking mid-sentence she gets absorbed in
some thought).

(Frightened)then...mummy what.....what....will you
do?

Then...then it just won't be good....understand?
(Pale with fright) O.K.
And listen.... after you write the letter give it

to me to post...can't trust you..you might write
something else.
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Yes (to herself) today I will write a letter
anyhow from me and will give it to Beena. At least
mny Qarents will understand the seriousness of the
condition when I write something in the letter to

bring the money....then that bitch will also come
to know.

Pushpaben : Oh ! where are you? I am going to the temple and
am not certain when I shall be back. If you go out
you will not like to see another day.....I'll
break your bones. (goes away).

Archana s (To herself)..... At least..... I will write the
letter just now. (She starts writing the letter.
As she finishes, Beena walks in).

Archana : What's the matter......why are you so early?

Beena : Oh..... I saw the old lady going out and came to
check if you are still crying.

Archana : Good.....now please post this letter.

Beena : It's okey.es..today I told my husband about you

and there 1is some good news. Till now only a
victim of dowry demands cold register against it,
but now...there are many benefits of salary in it.
The neighbours can also register a complaint, and
one has to take the help of police too. So no
problem if you can't come out. After 2-3 days as
soon as his case gets over, we both will go to

the police station and instead of a neighbour any
institution can also enter against it.

(Then they both talk to themselves but their
conversation fades as suddenly some soft music is
put on, which becomes loud, very slowly)

SCENE - 4

[Archana's mother's house. The same room as in the 1lst scene,
nearby Belaben, her younger daughter Kirti aged 16 years is
sitting with two opened letters in her hands]

Belaben : Kirti, whose letters are these?
Kirti : They are Archana's letters, both of them!
Belaben : Of Archana? But only yesterday we got a telegram

from her mother-in-law saying that she is
dead.....that she died due to a burning accident
whilst cooking. (Crying....) and today two letters
I just don't understand.
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But in both the letters the date given is before
her death. One letter her mother-in-law has asked
you to send one lakh Rupees and the other
lettereeeeee

Oh......please please read fast.
Listen.
Dear mother, father, Kirti and Raju.

You must all be in the best of health. Here I'm
miserable and cannot tolerate the beatings of my
husband and my mother-in-law's abuse and mental
torture. This dowry is one kind of vicious
poison. If only you would have allowed me to
studYeesesese I would have got divorced and
started doing a job. Then I would not have to
depend on you.

Today my ambition to get divorced is as strong as
was my ambition to study. Now I feel my life is
very short and my in-laws will resort to even
murder if their greed for more dowry is not
satisfied. I think they may even kill mell
Neither you nor I have any escape from this. I am
a victim and you too are helpless. The cost of my
life is only a lakh of rupees. I know you can't
give that amount. This may be my last letter
(Rirti starts to cry).

Now, mother I won't be able to read further..... I
know for sure that Archanaben has not died in an
accident but has been brutally murdered!! (says
disgustedly in anger and gets up). I¢....I will
do a case....get the guilty punished....only then
will I resteec.alleceves

Daughter Kirti...... (in a helpless state) we
won't have that much money and now even you will
have to get married after two years and we will
naturally have to collect money for that.

(Angrily get wup) Mother ! You don't still
understand! Due to this wretched dowry your
second daughter will also die.

(In great helpless and sad tone). Kirti, the fate
of every woman is the same and dowry is a custom.

I will break this life-taking tradition. I WILL
NOT MARRY a person who loves dowry rather than me.
Listen mnmummy.... I will marry but not sell
nmyself....as dowry amounts to....
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But Kirti... such cases are very few.

No that's not true...there are many such cases
that remain unnoticed. But we can control this....
my beloved sister would have been saved if only we
had taken some precautions. If only we had the
signature of both the parties regarding the
things given in marriage, then we could have got
them back and got our Archanaben divorced.

How is that possible?

If sister had had that 1list, we <could have
reported it to the police and the in-laws would
have been forced to give those things back within
a month. Oh...God...if my sister had done that....

That is alright,but one can not live a life only
with things.....some income is necessary !!

For that very purpose the government has some good
institutions which have put forth some good
schemes and benefits. The divorced woman gets
first preference for job and can marry once again!

We can't call time back and a man gets a woman for
second marriage, but a woman does not get one as
easily.

If we try, then we can get everything. It is not
like what has happened cannot be remedied?

Then?

At least..... I won't repeat history again, not at
allt never-..-!!

[The End]
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APPENDIX - X B

DRAMA SCRIPT IN GUJARATI
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