ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I am thankful to Prof A C Shah, Head, Department of Chemistry, M S University of

Baroda, for providing me laboratory facilities for this study.

I am grateful to the management of the Indian Petrochemical Corporation Limited,
Vadodara, for extending the research and library facilities available in the research centre. 1
take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to Dr S'Satish and Dr P A Ganeshpure
for their help and guidance during the period I spent at the research centre, IPCL. I am also
grateful to Dr M Ravindranathan, Dr S M Pillai and Dr V J Koshy with whom I was
associated during part of this work. I acknowledge technical help extended to me by the R &

D scientists and staff during the course of this work at the research centre.

I am greatly indebted to Prof P Natarajan, Director, CSMCRI, Bhavnagar, for
providing EPR and Cyclic Voltammetric facilities at the Institute. Thanks are also due to Dr §
Srinivas and Dr Ramchandraiah, S_cientists, CSMCRI, for their help in the instrumental

analyses.

My sincere thanks are also due to Dr S S Madhav Rao for timely elemental analyses.

I wish to record my special thanks to Akash and Ritu who understood my problems
and always stood by me. I also extend my thanks to my other friends and colleagues,
especially, Gireesh, Piyush and Robin, who cooperated with, and helped me, during the

research work.



I gratefully acknowledge the financial assistance by CSIR, New Delhi, for part of the

research work.

Finally, I must recognize and acknowledge the patience and understanding of my

family members, especially, my Parents.

In completing a work of this nature, their are always many individuals and institutions,
who make contributions, both large and small. It would be very difficult to give credit without

overlooking one or more of them. I sincerely regret any omisston of such kind.

Qub

Prakash Samnani



