ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS S -

First and foremost, I would like to express my deep gratitude%?’cmga;gig{ o
my guide, Dr. Rasheedunnisa Begum. Her constant support, advice and
encouragement had been immensely valuable for the successful completion of
this work. I am particularly thankful to her for the genuine concern she has
shown for my academic development. I truly enjoyed my experience working
with her.

I sincerely thank the Head of the department Prof. Naresh Kumar and
former Head of the department Prof. Tara Mehta for providing all the research
facilities.

My sincere thanks are to Dr. Yogesh Marfatia, Department of Skin and
VD, SSG hospital; Dr. Salil Acharya, Param Ayurvedic Hospital, Sakarda and
Dr. Bela Shah, Civil hospital Ahmedabad for helping us in getting the blood
samples of vitiligo patients. I am also grateful to Dr. Srijithesh, Dr. Gagandeep,
Dr. Snehal and Dr. Priyanka for helping me in getting control blood samples. I
would like to express my deep sense of gratitude to all the vitiligo patients and
controls participated in this study.

[ would like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Acharya and Prof.
Naresh Kumar for taking their valuable time for stimulating discussions,
invaluable inputs and they have given throughout this study.

I am also grateful to Prof. 5.S. Katyare, Prof. 5.D. Telang, Dr. Jayashree
Pohnerkar, Prof. Sarita Gupta and other faculty members of this department
for always being helpful. Special thanks to Dr. Sharad Gupta for helping me to
do some hematological experiments.

Special thanks to Prof. Bagchi and Geoby for the help in maintaining the
cell line and some immunochemical techniques.

I am really indebted to Vihas who encouraged me to join this
department. Thanks for his valuable support and friendship.

I would like to thank my friends whose personal support was essential

for the completion of this work. In this regard, sincere thanks to Vikas, Keyur,



and Siddharth for the encouragement, constant support, and fruitful
discussions, without them I certainly could not have completed this work. I am
very lucky to have friends like you. | »

Special thanks to former research scholars Prashant, ]ighesh, Anil,
Subhash, Jyoti, Laxini, Munjal, Samir, Saiyed, Tina and Sanjay (GRC) for all the
help and support they have provided.

My sincere gratitude to my lab mates Jyotika, Hina, Igbal, Naresh and
Mitesh for being always helpful and supportive. It was a pleasure to work
with them. I am also gratéful to former lab mates Deepali and Bandhana.

I would like to express my special thanks to Hiren for helping me to
contact all the dermatologists in Baroda and drawing blood samples from
vitiligo patients and controls required for this study.

It has been pleasure to work in this department with the research
students who have always helped me. Thanks to Divya, Hemendra, Chirayu,
Niraj, Gopit, Maulik, Prakash, Aditi, Pradeep, Jisha, Namita, Dr. Mukta
Mohan, Purva, Prasant, Manish and Swapnali.

I am also thankful to MSc dissertation students who worked in this
project— Mayur, Sheril, Neelam, Sreejata, Darshana, Mausami, Disha, Haresh,
Hiral and Sonalika who have contributed many ways to this study.

I thank my friends Romesh, Tushar, Sushil, Sachin, Murali, Sumant,
Nandan, Subbu, Rajesh, Santosh and Vishnu for all their help and support.

I am grateful to UGC and Maharaja Sayajirao University for the
financial assistance.

And, the final gratitude goes to my family for their understanding and
support.

September, 2007 ' Shajil. E.M.



