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Center of Advance Study in Education 
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CHALLENGES OF 21ST CENTURY 

Worldwide interdependence and globalization are major forces in contemporary life. They 

are already at work and will leave a deep imprint on the twenty-first century(UNESCO, 

1997). In 21st century, the globe is becoming a small village through technological 

advancement, global trades, ideographical change and economical acceleration. These 

changes in the Global era are termed as globalization. However, the process of globalization 

has remained lope sided as economic development is emphasized, causing many global 

challenges, such as, environmental, health and hygiene, peace, educational and economical. 

To deal with such global challenges, UNESCO (2007) has emphasized eight goals that each 

developing nation has to achieve. The goals are known as Millennium Developmental Goals 

(MDGs). 

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education 

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women 

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality 

Goal 5: Maternal health 

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases 

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability 

Goal 8: Global Partnership 

(United Nation Developmental Programme, 1990) 

Global level Changes in 21st Century 

 A globalization of economic systems 

 In the rapid development of science and technology 

 In the age structure and mobility of populations 

 In the emergence of an information-based and knowledge-based society 

 In patterns of work and unemployment 

 A growing ecological crisis 
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 Tensions between social groups based on culture, ethnicity, gender roles, religion and 

income  

 (Confintea,The Hamburg declaration, 1997) 

Challenges due to the Global Changes 

As a result of such changes, today societies and their individuals are facing many challenges. 

Rychen and Salganik (2001) have comprehensively illustrated the challenges 

 Technology is changing rapidly and continuously, and learning to deal with it requires 

not just one-off mastery of processes but also adaptability. 

 Societies are becoming more diverse and compartmentalized, with interpersonal 

relationships therefore requiring more contact with those who are different from 

oneself. 

 Globalization is creating new forms of interdependence, and actions are subject both 

to influences (such as economic competition) and consequences (such as pollution) 

that stretch well beyond an individual’s local or national community. 

Expectations from the Individuals in the Globalization 

Rychen and Salganik (2001), have defined 21st century needs of society and their individuals 

in this complex world 

 The need to realize one’s identity and set goals in complex world 

 The need to exercise rights and take responsibility 

 The need to understand one’s environment and its functioning 

 The need to deal with diversity in pluralistic societies 

 The need to keep up to date with technologies 

 The need to adapt tools to own purposes 

 The need to conduct active dialogue with the world 

 The importance of empathy and the importance of social capital 

Nivedita (2010) elaborated social aspect of 21st century and needs arising due to it as, in this 

increasingly complex world, where 

 Differences need respects 

 Mixture of culture needs understanding and acceptance 
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 Learning to live together needs international cooperation and exchange 

Challenges faced by the students 

21st century challenges has inflicted many challenges also on students of the fast changing 

global society in terms of learning various subjects, busy school curriculum, adjustment, 

creativity and health. Further students’ aspiration for high achievement also emphasized, 

which has caved between students profile and parents expectation. Purohit & Goel (2012) 

identified challenges faced by students as follows: 

1. Finding leisure time out of the tight schedule of school and then private tuition 

Students of secondary schools are so occupied in developing/sharpening their 

cognitive faculties and getting good grade in board exams that they hardly get 

constructive leisure time where they can play with their mates, spend time with 

parents, devote time for hobbies & works of interest and participate with community. 

The free time they get, is being used in watching TV or plying Computer Games or 

accessing mobile phone. They hardly utilize active structured or unstructured leisure 

time. 

2. Learning school subjects, such as, Social-Science, Mathematics, and Science 

Students find subjects like science, social-science and mathematics tough due to 

undue emphasis on theoretical aspects without considering applicability/practicality. 

The adolescents opined that they are learning such subjects as they are required to 

pass the examinations. 

3. Wholistic Adjustment with the changing educational need and social need 

Keeping pace with the changing needdemands higher level of social, emotional and 

health adjustment at home, school and society. 

4. Pressure for High Achievement 

These days there is competition in every fields, be in for vertical mobility or suitable 

placement in the field of interest. For that high academic achievement is required. The 

students are very often under stress for realizing high academic achievement. 

5. Gaps between parental expectation and children profile 

Very often it has been observed that there are wide gap between what the child likes 

to pursue and what the parents expect. 

Having entered into a non-compatible field, the learners loose their interest. It results 

into wastage in the prime time of life.  
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6. Underestimation of Abilities of Children 

It has been observed that the strengths and weaknesses of the children are not properly 

estimated, under estimation of their capabilities results into deprivation of career that 

like to pursue. It demands development of guidance & counseling facilities in 

Educational Organizations. 

7. Role of Social Networking in the digital communication age 

We have not yet been in a position to keep pace with the technological evolution. 

Rather than social networking there is an alienation of the individual and institution. 

There is need to realize social networking optimally.Various networking tool, such as, 

classroom 2.0, C-Maps, Weblogs and Mahara should be thoroughly introduced. 

8. Value Dilemma among students 

With a changing culture and globalization there are value conflicts between the 

primitive values & the global values, ideal values & practiced values with respect to 

various facts of life. It has resulted into degeneration of values. There are generation 

gaps with respect to values. The old should appreciate the new, where as new should 

appreciate the old. Attempts should be made for amalgamation of all the desired 

values.   

9. Devoid of the Beauty of Nature 

With the obsession of possession in the present day society has started treating the 

nature as resource rather than source; as a result there is depletion of nature and 

environmental pollution. So, the nature is progressively become hostile. We ought to 

learn to live life economically and try our level best to be nature friendly. Further, 

exploring nature into nature become quite impossible in the era of priority conflicts. 

10. Child Rights not fully observed 

Despite the UN Convention on the Rights of Children (CRC) we have not yet 

integrated the CRC in our education system. The rights of children ought to be 

observed and respected. 

11. Absence of Creativity Culture 

There has been inadequate focus on the development of literal thinking and creative 

abilities of the learners there ought to be due focus on the development of creative 

faculties in our educational institutions. 

The students have their own self-sustained mechanism to meet their ends, i.e.,“Do the Work 

that You Like or Make the Work Liked”. They want to be cared and supervised, but at the 

same time they want some freedom. 
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Self Report Card 

Write all the information in CAPITAL letters only 

I am _______________________________________________________ (Write your name) 

DOB __________________ (DD/MM/YYYY) 

Residential Address: __________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________________ PIN code: ________________ 

Father’s Full Name: __________________________________________________________ 

Mother’s Full Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Number of Brother/s ________________ and __________ sister/s 

Father’s Educational Qualification: ______________________________________________ 

Mother’s Educational Qualification: _____________________________________________ 

Father’s Occupation: _________________________________________________________ 

Mother’s Occupation: _________________________________________________________ 

State of Domicile: _____________________Mother Tongue: _________________________ 

Language in which I can communicate: ___________________________________________ 

I want to become ____________________________________________________________ 

My efforts __________________________________________________________________

My Hobbies are: 

1. _____________________________ 

2. _____________________________ 

3. _____________________________ 

4. _____________________________ 

5. _____________________________ 

I am good at: 

1. _____________________________ 

2. _____________________________ 

3. _____________________________ 

4. _____________________________ 

5. _____________________________ 
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I like to do: 

1. _____________________________ 

2. _____________________________ 

3. _____________________________ 

4. _____________________________ 

5. _____________________________ 

I don’t like to do: 

1. _____________________________ 

2. _____________________________ 

3. _____________________________ 

4. _____________________________ 

5. _____________________________ 

My Strengths: 

1. _____________________________ 

2. _____________________________ 

3. _____________________________ 

4. _____________________________ 

5. _____________________________ 

My weaknesses: 

1. _____________________________ 

2. _____________________________ 

3. _____________________________ 

4. _____________________________ 

5. _____________________________ 

My Friends are ______________________________________________________________ 

I describe my self as (Give a metaphor that describe you): ___________________________ 

Justify: ____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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My Peers 

Name:(in CAPITAL letters only) 

 

Name of the Student 
One Good Thing for 

You 

Good Thing of 

his/her for Others 

Thing You Don’t 

Like of his/her 

Student 1    

Student 2    

Student 3    

Student 4    

Student 5    

Student 6    

Student 7    

Student 8    

Student 9    

Student 10    

Student 11    

Student 12    

Student 13    

Student 14    

Student 15    

Student 16    

Student 17    

Student 18    

Student 19    

Student 20    

Student 21    

Student 22    
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Asit R. Purohit (Research Scholar) 

Center of Advance Study in Education 

Faculty of Education and Psychology 

The M. S. University of Baroda 
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My Life… My Ways… My Meanings… 

Name:(in CAPITAL letters only) 

1. My Life is: _____________________________ (Give a Metaphor) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. My Happiness is:_____________________________ (Give a Metaphor) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. My Freedom is: _____________________________ (Give a Metaphor) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

4. I define Family as: _____________________________ (Give a Metaphor) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

5. I define Friend as: _____________________________ (Give a Metaphor) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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6. I define Love as: _____________________________ (Give a Metaphor) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

7. I am a Citizen, if I do… (My Rights & My Duties): 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

8. After 20 years I would like to see my self as… 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Faculty of Education and Psychology 

The M. S. University of Baroda 

Vadodara – 390 002 

My Favorites 

Name:                                                                                                 (in CAPITAL letters only) 

1. My favorite animals/birds: 

a. _______________ 

Why? _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

b. _______________ 

Why? _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

c. _______________ 

Why? _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

2. My perception about Ocean is 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. My perception about Wall is 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

4. My perception about Coffee is 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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5. My perception about Rat is 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

6. My perception about ______________ is 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Reasoning Test 

Name:                                                                                                 (in CAPITAL letters only) 

 

Arrangement-1 

 

a. A ,B, C, D and E are five men sitting in a line facing to south - while M, N, O, P and 

Q are five ladies sitting in a second line parallel to the first line and are facing to 

North. 

b. B who is just next to the left of D, is opposite to Q. 

c. C and N are diagonally opposite to each other. 

d. E is opposite to O who is just next right of M. 

e. P who is just to the left of Q, is opposite to D. 

f. M is at one end of the line. 

 

Answer the following questions based on the situations stated above: 

1. Who is sitting third to the right of O? 

2. If B shifts to the place of E, E shifts to the place of Q, and Q shifts to the place of B, 

then who will be the second to the left of the person opposite to O? 

3. Which of the following pair is diagonally opposite to each other? 

4. If O and P, A and E and B and Q interchange their positions, then who will be the 

second person to the right of the person who is opposite to the person second of the 

right of P? 

5. In the original arrangement who is sitting just opposite to N ? 
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Arrangement-2 

 

a. A ,B, C, D and E are five men sitting in a line facing to south - while M, N, O, P and 

Q are five ladies sitting in a second line parallel to the first line and are facing to 

North. 

b. B who is just next to the left of D, is opposite to Q. 

c. C and N are diagonally opposite to each other. 

d. E is opposite to O who is just next right of M. 

e. P who is just to the left of Q, is opposite to D. 

f. M is at one end of the line. 

 

Answer the following questions based on the situations stated above: 

1. Who among the following is to the immediate left of F? 

2. What is true about J and K? 

a. J is male, K is female 

b. J is female, K is male 

c. Both are female 

d. Both are male 

3. How many persons are seated between K and F? 

4. Who among the following are three lady members? 

5. Who among the following is seated between E and H? 
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Arrangement-3 

 

In a class there are seven students (including boys and girls) A, B, C, D, E, F and G. They sit 

on three benches I, II and III. Such that at least two students on each bench and at least one 

girl on each bench. C who is a girl student, does not sit with A, E and D. F the boy student 

sits with only B. A sits on the bench I with his best friends. G sits on the bench III. E is the 

brother of C. 

 

Answer the following questions based on the situations stated above: 

1. How many girls are there out of these 7 students ? 

2. Which of the following is the group of girls? 

a. BAC 

b. BFC 

c. BCD 

d. CDF 

3. Who sits with C? 

4. On which bench there are three students? 
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Asit R. Purohit (Research Scholar) 

Center of Advance Study in Education 

Faculty of Education and Psychology 

The M. S. University of Baroda 
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Picture Perception Test 

Name:                                                                                                 (in CAPITAL letters only) 

 

 

Write your perception here: 
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Write your perception here: 

 

 

 

 

Write your perception here: 
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Write your perception here: 

 

 

 

 

Write your perception here: 
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Write your perception here: 

 

 

 

 

Write your perception here: 
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Write your perception here: 

 

 

 

 

Write your perception here: 
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Asit R. Purohit (Research Scholar) 

Center of Advance Study in Education 

Faculty of Education and Psychology 

The M. S. University of Baroda 
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Minesweeper 

Name:                                                                                                 (in CAPITAL letters only) 
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My Friends & Friendship 

Name:                                                                                                 (in CAPITAL letters only) 

1. With whom would you like to sit in class? 

a. ___________________ 

b. ___________________ (NOT Like to Sit) 

2. To whom would you like to choose as a partner for School project? 

a. ___________________ 

b. ___________________ (NOT Like to Choose) 

3. With whom would you like to play? 

a. ___________________ 

b. ___________________ (NOT Like to Play) 

4. With whom would you like to study? 

a. ___________________ 

b. ___________________ (NOT Like to Study) 

5. With whom would you like to go for excursion? 

a. ___________________ 

b. ___________________ 

c. ___________________ (NOT Like to Go) 

d. ___________________ (NOT Like to Go) 

6. Who is interesting person in your class? 

a. ___________________ 

7. Who are boring person in your class? 

a. ___________________ 
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8. Who is most helpful person in class? 

a. ___________________ 

9. Who is least helpful person in class? 

a. ___________________ 

10. Who is your best friend? 

a. ___________________ 

11. Who are your good friends? 

a. ___________________ 

b. ___________________ 

c. ___________________ 

d. ___________________ 
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Interview Questions 

Objectives: 

To study life style of hawkers 

To study financial management of the hawkers 

To prepare a photo story of the Life of Hawkers  

 

1. Where do they live? 

2. How do they live? 

3. Who are the other family members are involved in the business? 

4. How they are managing their life-ends? 

5. How they are managing educational needs of their childen? 

6. What are the means of their enjoyment? 

7. What are the problems they are facing in their business? 

a. Licencing 

b. Hawkers’ zone related problems 

c. Financial problem 

d. Material management 

e. Any other problems 

8. How they are solving their problems? 

 

BEST OF LUCK 

Name of the Student: 

_________________________

_________________________ 

Roll Number: ___________ 
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