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MISSION TO THE LORD OF PIOMBINO.*

LETTER OF THE MAGISTRACY OF THE TEN TO THE LORD
OF PIOMBINO.

NoveMBER 20, 1498,

TuE entire faith and the very high estimation in which we
hold your illustrious Lordship, induce us confidently to ask
you to consent to do what our commissioners will ask of you,
namely : — Having to withdraw our Captain-General with his
troops from the neighborhood of Pisa, for the purpose of
sending him to Arezzo, and desiring to replace these troops
by others, and in the absence of our general to have a chief
capable of properly commanding them, and not knowing to
whom we could better confide this responsibility, we have
concluded to commit it to your charge, feeling assured that

~the affection which you bear us will induee you to aceept it

# Jacopo IV. @ Appiano, Lord of Pi8mbino, like all the petty lords of his
time, sold his sword to whoever paid him best; and thus, after having for some
time served the Pisans, he turned against them and engaged in the service of
the Florentine republic. His condotte dates from 206 August, 1498, and was
made jointly by the Florentine republic and the Duke of Milan. It was for two
years, with the option on the part of the Condottiere to extend it for a third year.
1’ Appiano was to bring with him two hundred men-at-arms, and was to receive
as lis pay 22,400 florins for each year of service, with the customary reservation of
seven per cent. The Condottiere had obligated himself to be ready with his men
within fifteen days of the first payment in advance, or anticipation, as it was then
called. But he was not true to the sworn terms of the agreement, and delayed
his departure for the camp until the last days of the following February. And
hardly had he reached Pontedera when he demanded an increase of compensa-
tion. It is to this point that the mission of Machiavelli has reference; but being
so near the city of Florenee there was no correspondence on the subject. The
result, however, is known from later documents, which show that the Florentine
seeretary succeeded in making the Lord of Piombino abandon his pretension to
higher pay; but not the augmentation of his force by forty men-at-arms, which

"was conceded to him with the consent of the Duke of Milan in the latter part of

May, with a corresponding increase of compensation.
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willingly, and that you will with the utmost possible prompti-
tude proceed with your troops to the Pisan tervitory. And we
feel convinced that, when you are once on the spot with your
troops, our interests there will be fully proteeted.

And so that you may have some one to guide you there, we
send you our most valued citizen, Niccolo Machiavelli, to ac-
company and guide you by the most convenient route. And
we beg you most carnestly to comply with our request and ex-
pectations with your accustomed promptitude and prudence,
feeling assured that you will do so cheerfully, as the charge
which we ask you to accept is a most honorable one, etc., ete.

————

MISSION OF MACHIAVELLI TO THE SAME,
INSTRUCTIONS.

You will proceed to Pontedera, where you will present your-
self to the illustrious Lord of Piombino; and after having
presented our letters of credence, you will explain to him that
you have been sent by us because we had been informed by his
chancellor, who is here, and through our ambassadors at Milan,
that it is his Lordship’s desire to receive from us, besides the
sum stipulated in the contract for his engagement, the addi-
tional sum of five thousand ducats; alleging that this was
promised him, and that it would be no more than proper inas-
much as his lordship is in no way inferior to the Count Rinue-
cio. In relation to which demand we have judged that you
could hetter explain by your personal presence what we have

- %o say on the subject; which in fact amounts to this, that we

are sincerely desirous of satisfying his Lordship generally in
every respect, because of the good faith and affection which
he has manifested towards our republie, and which we appre-
ciate highly.  You will enlarge-upon this in the most effective
manner, so as to show our favorable disposition towards his
Lordship, but you will do it in vague and general terms, so as
not to commit us to any positive obligation whatever.

As regards this demand for an increase of compensation, you
will say that, so soon as we received notice of it, we examined

the register of our military engagements, where we found in
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the second chapter that his Lordship had agreed with his Ex-
cellency the Duke of Milan and our magistracy that his com-
pensation for the engagement was to be 2,400 ducats, and as
much more as our magistracy might deem proper. And that
upon this point we beg his Lordship to content himself with
what at one time had been satisfactory to him. And although
this matter was left to our discretion yet we trust that his
Lordship will take into consideration the circumstances in
which we find ourselves, but that he may count upon our good
will ; and that he will excuse us on account of the many con-
siderations which we are obliged to have in this matter. And
thus you will offer to his Lordship for another time all that is
due to his valor and good conduct, and to the love we bear

‘him; keeping however in your language always within the

limits of friendly expressions, from which he may know our
good feelings towards him and may hope to realize them.
But above all you must have patience if he should threaten a
rupture, and let him run on, and then reply and use your best
efforts to induce him also to have patience.

It may also happen that his Lordship will claim from you the
additional forty men-at-arms provided for in the third clause
of his engagement. To which you will reply that, as his en-
gagement was in common between us and his Excellency the
Duke of Milan, it would not seem proper for us to make any
alterations or additions to it withoat the concurrence of his
Excellency, because of his interest in the matter. But that
we will write to Milan about it and.await a reply, which we
doubt not will be in accordance with his Lordship’s desire.
And so far as we are concerned in this matter you will assure
his Lordship that we shall strive in every way to meet his
wishes ; and you will excuse this delay on account of the ne-
cessity above stated of having the concurrence of the Duke of
Milan, because of his interest in the matter.

With these considerations you will carry out the first and
second part of your commission; and you will do so in such
manner as at the moment may seem most suitable to you.

DrcEMVIRI LIBERTATES BT Barim
Rep, Fron.
Ex Paratio FrorexnTivo, 94 March, 1499.




MISSION TO THE COUNTESS CATHARINIE
SFORZA *

INSTRUCTIONS

GIVEN TO NICCOLO MACHIAVELLI ON BEING SENT TO PURLY, TO
THEIR EXCELLENCIES THE COUNTESS SFORZA AND HER ELDEST
SON, SIGNOR OTTAVIANO,

Resouvep ow, 12 Jury, 1499.

_YOU will proceed to Furli and present yourself to the iy
tr:wus Lady Catharine and to his Excellency the Sienor Offae
viano, her cldest son, and after having offered your j;u'mn.gn to
them, a.nd presented our letters of credence, with whiel you will
be furnished, to both of them jointly and to each se])a.m.t;-aly, you

5 3 : -
The Florentine republic, having resolved in 1498 to terminate the war *

agith' Plszl,'not only made great efforts to collect a numerous army, and ¢ne
ﬁfge -m];] (;-ho'{rhpay the most renom?ed and powerful Condotticri of imlv. bt
beiy 3 b?‘ with the great?r energy in t?lis, as there was a probability of their
ng obliged to fight against the Venetians, who had declared in favor of Plka
A-mongst the captains thus taken § )
gfmo ltlllarm,l Lord of Furli; a Young man of only nineteen years at tho tima,
is m; her, the Countess Catharine, was the natural daughter of the Count Frans
(éesco fqrza, who :%fte?rwards became Duke of Milan, Her first husband waa the
ﬁmmt‘ Girolamo Riario, Lord of Furli and Tmola; after his death she marrled
];"e(:idl Savonja; and after him Giovanni de’ Mediei, son of Piero Frnnt.'.om-n. who
}1(3d at Furli, 14 September, 1498, and by whom she had a son ealled (‘fiuvumﬂ
«odovieo, who afterwards became celebrated as Giovanni delle Bande Nore, 1 nd
who was the fathell- {)f the Grand Duke Cosimo . Tt was on account of ]lt‘r" u‘lli'
:g‘ciea\tvzt;h the Medici family tha’t she showed herself friendly to the Tlorentines ;
= pemfttrfglﬁiz o{ Andrea de’ Pazzi, Florentine commissioner in the Romagnan,
- a\mno: her young son 1.)_Y her first marriage with Girolamo
1ario, to enter the service of the Florentine republic; and on the 9th of June
;{algfﬁ& tl&e agreement for his condotte was duly signed at Florence by Sir I'f‘illpp(;
enomlimiarsl?;h‘hnmm as procurator for the young Count Ottaviano Riario ; the
: g 1?1' : e ' eing fm: one year, with the option on the part of the Florentine
cpublic of mf@ndmg it for another year, and was to begin in the month of June
1498, Thfa. Signor Ottaviano was to furnish one hundred men-at-arms m'ul om;
hundred light lorse, and was to receive fifteen thousand florins, which was to

nto their pay by the Florentines was Offns
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will state the object of your mission; which you will explain
has been resolved upon in consequence of their agent’s having
asked of us a renewal for this year of the Signor Ottaviano’s
engagement. Upon this subject you will point out to them

cover all provisions, ete., with the customary reservation of seven per cent, and
four months’ notice in advance in case the Florentine Signoria wished to extend
the condotta for a second year. The stipulations of the agreement were faith-
fully carried out by the Florentine government ; and towards the end of January,
1499, they notified the Signor Ottaviano that they desired to continue the eon-
dotta. for another year. The Signor Ottaviano, however, declined this, on the
ground that the Florentines had not observed the stipulations of the agreement,
inasmuch as he had already served eight months and had not yet received the
advance pay to which he was entitled, and that therefore he did not consider
himself bound to serve for a second year.

The Ten of Liberty dropped the negotiation, but not so the Lady Catharine
of Furli, who, when she found that Cesar Borgia was about to make war upon
the despots of the Romagna, and to begin it with an attack upon Furli, felt
the necessity of surrounding herself with powerful allies, and therefore herself
agked of the republic that which she had refused six months before ; pretending
that she had been called upon by her uncle Lodovico il Moro to aid him, he being
seriously threatened by the army of King Louis XII. of France. She accord-
ingly addressed a letter to the Florentine Signoria, stating that her uncle, the
Duke of Milan, had applied to her for fifty men-at-arms, and a like number of
mounted erossbowmen, but being under an engagement to serve the Florentine
republic another year, if they required it, she begged them to inform her of their
final intentions, ete. ;

Immediately upon receipt of this letter the Signoria resolved to send Niccolo
Machiavelli as ambassador to the Countess Catharine to bring this matter to a

. conclusion, and for that purpose gave him the above instruetions.

Machiavelli had scarcely started from Florence when the Priors of Liberty, ete.
sent an express messenger after him, with the following additional instructions : —

“PRIORES LIBERTATIS ET. VEXILLIFER JUstitiz Popuri FLORENTINL

“ SPECTABILIS VIR, ETC.:—

“In passing by Castrocaro you will have sent here, in aceordance with our in-
structions, all the powder that may be there; and should this not already have
been done, we desire you to have it done immediately. And then by way of
securing an abundance of powder you will request the most illustrious Lady
Catharine of Furli to let us have ten or twelve thousand pounds of powder,
either as a loan or as a purchase, as may seem best to her Excellency. And fur-
thermore, as we have lately had the news from the camp of the last reduction in
the number of the infantry, and seeing that we have always been well served
by the men from that country, you will make known to her Excellency that we
desire that she should select five hundred good infantry under good captains,
and with the pay lately agreed upon of fourteen lire and seventeen soldi, to be
at our camp on the 28th of the present month, where they will receive their pay.
These last two commissions respecting the powder and the infantry, you will
treat in such manner as will carry them in the earliest and best way into effect.
But should any difficulty arise on the subject, you will write to us immediately
by the same courier that brings you this. FEt bene vale!

; “ MARCELLUS VIRGILIUS.
“EX PALATIO NOSTRO die Julii 1499.”

T It

=




8 MISSION TO THE

that we do not consider ourselves bound to do so, having at
the proper time, through our commissioner, Andrea de’ Pazzi,
made their Excellencies understand the reasons which we be-
lieved would readily justify our refusal.

You will also recall the fact, that when, on the last day of
J anuary, our commissioner urged the Signor Ottaviano to give
his consent to such a renewal, his Excellency replied, “Non
“teneri, nec obligatum esse, cum pro parte Magistratus Decem-
“virorum, ete., non fuerint sibi servata capitula conducte
“suge.” This refusal on his part was formally drawn up by
a certain Ser Spinucei of Furli; and was moreover confirmed
on the same day by letters from the said Signor Ottaviano, and
by several letters from Andrea de’ Pazzi, in which he wrote in
behalf of the illustrious Lady Catharine that she would on no
account give her consent to such an engagement. Whenece we
concluded that his Excellency was under no obligations to us,
nor we to him ; it seeming to us that the efforts we had made,
and the written replies thereto, were sufficient evidence that
their Excellencies would on no account accept a renewal of the
engagement. Added to this is the fact that our ambassadors
at Milan bad written several times that her Excellency the
Countess had written to that most illustrious prince, in reply
to his letters in which he advised her to accept the engage-
ment, that she would under no consideration give her consent ;
alleging that she was badly compensated, ete., and that she
hoped, in the event of her obtaining more favorable condi-
tions elsewhere, his Excellency would not deprive her of that
advantage.

All these circumstances constrain us to think that both by

_ words and by acts their Excellencies will not continue their

engagement any longer. And moreover, that, even if all these
reasons did not exist, the fact that his Excellency did not
aceept within four months the condftioms~ which we offered
makes it impossible for us now, after a lapse of so much time,
to come back to the terms of an engagement which hag abso-
lutely expired. In this wise you will clearly justify our course,
so that his Excellency may understand that we have acted with
good reason in this matter, as the above argument will show.
And you will immediately add that, notwithstanding all this,
we have an earnest desire to meet the wishes of his Excellency,
and to satisfy him as far as we possibly can at this time; and

COUNTESS CATHARINE SFORZA. 9

with the view to showing him our gratitude for all he has done
for our republic, we have determined to accord to their Ex-
cellencies such an encagement at the expiration of the present
term. But owing to the present state of things, and the great
number of men-at-arms which we have still in our service, we de-
sire that such an engagement should be on a peace footing, and
for one year, at a compensation of ten thousand ducats. And
we think that such an engagement ought to satisfy his Excel-
lency, if not by its importance, at least by its stability, for in this
way it may last longer than if we maintained it at the same
rate of compensation and the same number of men-at-arms as
heretofore. And moreover we believe that, in accepting our
proposition, his Excellency will be influenced less by a desire
to advance his own interests than to gratify our republic, and
by the wish to seecure our affection more and more by adding
to his past services this new proof of his liberality.

You will also point out to his Excellency, that, if such an
engagement is not altogether in accordance with his wishes,
yet it will not be without dignity nor without the prospect of
improvement, when once our republic shall have recovered all
her territory and is restored to her proper state and power.
And should his Excellency refer to the increase of compensa-
tion conceded by us to some of our other Condottieri, you
will have ample reasons for explaining to him that the circum-
stances at the time demanded this, assuring him at the same
time that, if we had to do so now, it would not be on so large
a scale, nor should we have the same considerations for these
Condottieri now as we were obliged to have at the time, when
our affairs were in the condition in which they were then.
And should reference be made by his Excellency to the loss of
rations, you will in reply observe that two months of such an
engagement have already expired, which is clear gain to his
Excellency, and that we could easily compensate him for such
loss.

Upon these several points you will enlarge in the most
effective language and in the best terms that may suggest
themselves ‘to you; so as to convince his Excellency of our
sincere desire for an opportunity to benefit him, and to ac-
knowledge the services which he has rendered to our republic,
as also of our entire confidence in him. At the same time, you
will point out the necessity of the union of our states, employ-
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ing the most acceptable language in your endeavor to persuade
him to that effect.

You will not omit to write to us promptly an account of

your proceedings, so that we may reply at once and remove
any difficulties that may arise. And you must shape your
proceedings so that his Excelleney will not take it amiss if we
do not at all times meet our payments at the moment they are
due. For this purpose you will explain to him, that we propose
to make this engagement with him from no necessity of our
own, but merely to gratify his desire; and that, weighed down
as we are with such heavy charges, we may find ourselves
obliged oceasionally to defer our payments, in respect to which
you will make our excuses in such terms as will be acceptable
to his Excellency.

CREDENZIALE.

Irrvstrievs &7 ExcErreNTiB. D. D. CATHARINZ SPORTIE, VICECOMITI, ETC.,
&1 D. Ocraviaxo pE Risrio, Imorz Furriviique D. D. ET aMIcis CLA-
RISSIMIS. J

Tllustres et excellentes Domini, amici clarissimi. Mittimus
ad excellentias vestras Nicolaum Machiavellum, ¢ivem et secre-
tarium nostrum, qui, ut illi mandavimus, coram multa exponet,
in quibus habere illi certissimam optamus fidem, non secus ac
nobis loguentibus. Bene valete.

Fx Parario nostro die 12 Julii 1499.

1 \ 3 i
Priores LIBERTATIS ET} Por. Frog.
VEXILLIFER JUSTITLE

MARCELLUS.

e

LETTER L

MacxiricENT AND ILLUSTRIOUS SIGNORI, ETC., ETC.:—

I arrived here yesterday evening about the twenty-second
hour, and reported myself immediately to his Magnificence the

. Captain-General, and communicated to him your Lordships’

wishes in relation to the powder, balls, and saltpetre. He re-
plied that all the iron balls here, both large and small, had been

COUNTESS CATHARINE SFORZA. R o

sent last year to be employed in the siege of Vico; and that the
powder that had been left here by the French, amounting only
to about fifteen or twenty pounds, had been destroyed fwo
years ago, having been set on fire by a stroke of lightning, and
that the explosion had shattered that part of the citadel where
the powder had been stored. I then sent for Farragano to
obtain information respecting the saltpetre, in accordance with
the instructions given me by your Lordships® purveyor. He
told me that he had only one hundred pounds, but that he had
a friend in the country who had about six hundred pounds of
powder ; and although this is but a small quantity, yet I send
it to your Lordships by the bearer of this, so that this trip shall
not have been entirely in vain; and I beg that you will have

him paid promptly at the rate of forty florins per one thousand

pounds, which I have promised him. Upon weighing this pow-
der we found it to be five hundred and eighty-seven pounds;
the teamster who brings it to you is called Tommaso di Mazolo,
to whom you will please pay the value of the powder according
to my promise to him; I have paid him for carrying it to you
the sum of eight floring and three soldi.

In regard to what has passed between Ser Guerrino del Bello
and our commander touching the attempt of the latter to arrest
Marchione Golferelli, as well as the other oceurrences here, T
have learned the following from persons of different conditions,
so that I believe it to be true ; namely, that your Lordships’ pre-
decessors having written to the commander here that they had
some apprehensions lest Dionigio Naldi should enter the place
during the night for the purpose of doing some mischief to the
Corbizo family, and that a certain Marchione Golferelli was to
aid him in this, the commander resolved to lay his hands upon
this Marehione ; but having been brought by the sergeants
almost within the palace courtyard, he was rescued by two of
his relatives, who ecarried him away with them to Furli. And
as they believed that this attempted arrest of Marchione’s had

been suggested by the Corbizzo family, they cancelled the truce

that had for years subsisted between the two families.
Respecting this matter of Ser Guerrino, I called on his father,
Bello, who does not attempt to excuse the disobedience of his
son, but complaing of the inhumanity of the captain in requir-
ing him to send away out of his house in the night four of his
friends and relatives. For Le believed that his loyalty was so
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well known that no one could have a doubt npon that point
and that at the time when the enemy was all around them hc’
had received at different times thirty of his friends in his
pouse, and had never been blamed, but rather commended for
1t by the commissioner, and therefore he recommended him-
self and his son to your Lordships. This Bello, according to
what I learn from the clifef priest Farragano, and from a n?zin-
ber of other inhabitants of this place, is a worthy and peace-
ful man, who has never openly taken sides with either party
but has always been rather a peace-maker than a fomenter oé
troubles. Taking now a general view of things in this country
16 seems to me that the people are very united, and that thero’
18 10 open enmity between any of its inhabitants.

Since the death of Corbizzo some little Jealousy appears to
have Sprung up amongst them, as each desires to exercise the
same influence which he had ; but unless this feeline is pur-
posely stimulated by some one, it is not likely to pro?iuce any

“bad results. The only thing is a very strong feeling of appre- -

hensicn:; lest this Dionigio Naldi, with the aid of the Lady
Catha.rme, should do them some mischief. - For although this
lady is on terms of friendship with your Lordships, y:t they
cannot rely upon nor trust her, and thus the inhabitants of
the plz:;l,ce as well as the country are kept in a constant state
of anxiety. It was only yesterday that some fifteen or twenty
crossbowmen of the Lady Catharine’s went to 2 place about a
mile from lere, called Salutare, belonging to your Lordships
and wounded three men and carried one away with them afte;

having robbed his house. Similar outrages are committed

every day, and it was only yesterday that a number of coun-
‘t‘ry people complained to me, saying, “Our lords have aban-
doned us; 1.zhey lilave too many other things on their hands.”
Your Lordsh:ps.wﬂl Eioubtless, with your great prudence, take
guchr ngeasures in this matter as the honor of our republic
emands, and as will give satisfaction to t
faithful subjects. e
1 The_re is r{othing clse of interest to communicate. I shall
eave immediately for Furli to execute the commission given
me by your Lordships, to whom I commend myself most hum-

 bly.  Que feliciter valeant.

Minimus servitor,

‘ N1
Castrocano, 16 July, 1499. CCOLO MACHIAVELLI

ol L:J‘z“{“‘\;-;q-—-ﬁ:s_‘-«-w =z
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LETTER II.

MaextrICENT S16NORI:—

I wrote to your Lordships yesterday morning from Castro-
caro, reporting what I had done in relation to the balls, pow-
der, and saltpetre, and the condition of things generally there.
I went afterwards on the same day, at an early hour, to Furli;
but finding the illustrious. Lady Catharine occupied with some
of her own affairs, I did not obtain an audience until about the
twenty-second hour. No one was present but her Ladyship
and Messer Giovanni da Casale, the Duke of Milan’s Chargé
d’Affaires here. Her Ladyship’s son Ottaviano had gone on
a pleasure trip to Furlimpiecolo.

After having presented myself to her Excellency, I explained
to her your Lordships’ commission, employing the most suita-
ble expressions to convince her in the first instance of your
Lordships’ earnest desire that the time might come when you
could show effectually how highly you valued those who had
loyally served our republic, and who, regardless of everything
else, had shared her varying fortunes, as her Excellency had
ever done. And that if the refusal to accept her services now
seemed contrary to these assurances, and if we had contested
with her agents oum being bound and held by an annual.en-

gagement, her Ladyship might be assured upon this point, as:
was proved by the several letters of your Lordships' which:

showed that the reason of it was the impossibility of providing
the means, because of the heavy charges to which our republie
was already subjected. And as to our efforts to explain that
we were not bound to a renewed engagement, I pointed out to
her Ladyship that it had never been your intention to refuse
to do anything that might be agreeable to her, and that the
only reason why your Lordships wished to explain that you
were not bound was to make her Excellency understand that
nothing, not even the necessity of the evil times, induced you
to offer her a renewal of the engagement, but that you do it
solely from the affection you have for her, because of her great
merits. And that for this reason you had sent me to her Ex-
cellency to make known to her that, although your Lordships
were not bound, yet in recognition of the valuable gservices which
she had rendered to our republic you were willing to accord an
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engagement to her son; but that, on account of the number of
men-at-arms which you had already in your service, you wished
such an engagement to be on a peace footing, and the compen-
sation for this year not to exceed ten thousand ducats.

Nor did [ fail to demonstrate to her Excellency, with the best
arguments that suggested themselves to me, that such an en-
gagement ought to be satisfactory to her; saying that her ac-
ceptance of it would be an addition to her many other merits,
and that time would prove that she had not served an ungrate-
ful Signoria; and that she would never have occasion to repent
having added this to-her other services to our republic. Her
Excelleney replied that your Lordships’ words had always been
satisfactory to her, but that your actions had not always pleased
her, and that she had never received compensation commen-
surate with the value of her services. . Nevertheless, knowing
that gratitude was one of the characteristics of your illustrious
republic, she could not believe that you would now begin to
show yourselves ungrateful to one who had for a great while
back done more for you than perhaps any of your other allies,
by exposing her dominions, without any obligations on her
part, to the rapacity of the Venetians, her most powerful neigh-
bors. And that therefore she was willing to abide by the hopes
which your Lordships held out to her. Nor would she dispute
whether your Lordships were bound or mot to remew the en-
gagement, but she desired time for replying to the propositions
made to her, inasmuch- as it seemed but reasonable to her not
to decide at a moment’s notice a matter which you had with so
much prudence discussed and consulted about for some time.
And having replied to this in becoming terms, I begged her
Excellency to hasten her decision, and ook my leave.

Later in the day, at about the sixteenth hour, Messer Anto-
nio Baldraccani, first secretary of her Excellency the Countess,
came to see me, and told me that the illustrious Duke of Milan
had written some five or six days ago to her Excellency, asking
her to send him for his own use fifty men-at-arms and fifty
mounted crossbowmen. That her Excellency had written on
Sunday last to your Lordships on the subject, but had as yet
received no reply. And he added that on that very day a
letter had been received by lLer Excellency from the aforesaid
Duke of Milan, begging her that, inasmuch as she had not
come to terms with the Florentine Signoria about a renewal
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of her engagement for the year, she ought to enter his service
on the same terms and conditions as she had last year from
your Lordships. The aforesaid secretary also told me that
letters had been received the evening before from the curate
of Cascina, saying that eight deputies, members of the Council
of Eighty, had given him to understand that they wanted to
re-engage the Signor Ottaviano on two conditions. The first
was the same which I had already explained to her Excellency ;
and the second was that she should consent to pledge her state,
which the said curate demonstrated to the deputies that her
Excellency could never agree to. Moreover the said secretary
stated that her Excellency was in doubt what course to take,
and therefore could not give a prompt reply. The reason of
this was that it seemed disgraceful for her and her son to ac-
cept the conditions offered by your Lordships, because others,
who had not rendered you the same services as herself, had
their compensation increased, whilst that of herself and her
son was diminished ; and she could not believe that your Lord-
ships made so little account of her as never to give her any-
thing but fair words. And in fact she did not know how to
excuse herself to the Duke of Milan if she accepted the condi-
tions offered by you, which were so little creditable, and re-
fused his, which were in the highest degree ltonorable. At the
same time it seemed to her that she was under obligations to
the Duke of Milan both by blood as well as by the numberless
benefits she had received from that prince; and for that rea-
son she was at a loss, and could not decide so promptly upon
a reply, but wanted me to write to your Lordships, so that
you might in the mean time write back what you thought of
the matter. _

In answer to the first part, touching the demand by the Duke
of Milan for men, and the other propositions, I said, that as
your Lordships had received no notice of this before my de-
parture, you could not have given me any instructions on the
subject, and therefore T could do nothing but write to your
Lordships and await your reply. Respecting what the curate

of Cascina had written about pledging her state, etc., I could

also say nothing, but wondered much that, if this matter had
been decided upon before my departure, no instructions were
given me about it, or that T was not afterwards written to on the
subject ; and therefore T had also nothing to say on this point,
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but would write the same as in relation to the other matter.
To this Messer Baldraccani replied that this latter point was
of no importance, for if we were agreed about the other mat-
ters this would present no difficulties whatsoever; for her Ex-
cellency did not care to give any written obligation upon this

“point, but that she intended to fulfil her promises without any

writings, the same as she had done in the last year. In my
reply to this I observed, with regard to the embarrassment in
which her Bxcellency found herself in deeming it discreditable
for her to have the terms of her engagement reduced, whilst
those of others were increased, as also in reference to the con-
siderations which he thought she ought to have for the Duke
of Milan, and the offers made by him, ete., ete., that if her
Excellency would carefully weigh the reasons that obliged
your Lordships to increase the pay of your other Condottieri
who are carrying on the war for our republic, and those which
influence them now to offer to re-engage her Excellency, she
would find that her acceptance of the proffered engagement,
so far from being discreditable, as she alleged, would be in
the highest degree honorable. - For whilst your Lordships were
constrained to the former by the exigencies of the times, you
were prompted to the lafter by nothing else than the regard
and affection which you had for her Excellency, and therefore
your propositions to her were the more honorable and worthy
of acceptance, as they were entirely voluntary. Moreover, his
Excellency the Duke of Milan could not and should not com-
plain if her Ladyship declined his propositions, although some-
what more advantageous, and accepted those of your Lordships,
which for the moment seem less brilliant ; first because of the
friendly relations existing between his Excellency and our re-
publie, which should make him look upon every advantage to
your Lordships as for the common benefit; and secondly be-
cause in a certain measure the Signor Ottaviano was still in
our pay, and the terms offered him now were in no wise in
‘contradiction with his engagement of last year.

After having thus replied to each other, as the subject re-

. quired, the secretary reiterated the conclusion that the Count-

ess Catharine could not decide so promptly, and therefore it
would be well that T should inform your Lordships of all that
had been said and done; and that he would in the same way
communicate all that I had said to her Excellency the Count-
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ess, although I had the privilege of communicating at all times
personally with her Excellency. And on leavin_: me he said
that he had forgotten to tell me on the part of the Countess
thé.lt she desired much to know what compensation your Lofd-
ships intended to give her for former services; and that T
sh?uld, on her part, beg you to send some repI;r upon these
points. For if you came to some favorable conclusion u (;n
thtat matter, she would regard it as an evidence of your dia}?po-
2111 ;21{1’\, 'gzlfsgﬁilcde‘ then with greater confidence and security

Haying been here but so short a time, I shall not presume to
say much of the state of things here; but according to what
those Florentines who are near the Countess tell m% her Ex-
celleney could not be better disposed towards our repui)lic than
what she is. There is here a certain Messer Giovanni da
Casale, Chargé d’Affaires of the Duke of Milan, of whose char-
acter and condition I shall not attempt to say anything, as he
was last winter with the ducal troops in the Casentti’l,m It
will be enough for you to know that since he is here whi;:h is
now two months, he seems to rule everything, ;

Valeant Dominationes v
Furrr, 17 July, 1499, i

P. S.— Yesterday I demanded of her Excellency on the part
of your Lordships the balls and saltpetre, under the conditions
prescribed by you. Her Excelleney replied that she had nei-
ther, and was herself greatly in need of them.

Tterum valeant B. H. N. V.
NiccoLo MACHIAVELLL

LETTER IIL

MAGNIFICERT SIGNORI: —

I wrote to your Lordships yesterday at length, by the courier
Ardingo, what I had done in execution of the commission in-
trustejd to me, and await your reply with impatience. This
morning I received through Tommaso Totti, a letter from your
Lordships urging me in relation to the powder and saltpetre

which I was t ai 2
il o obtain at Castro;aro. Having reported fully on
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this subjeet on the 16th instant, 1 shall not enlarge upon it any
further; but as your Lordships had charged me also to ask her
Excellency for powder and men, I presented myself immediately
before Ler and communicated again to her Ladyship your wishes
and the pleasure which her compliance with your request wounld
give you. She replied that she had no saltpetre at all, and but
little powder ; but that by way of not failing to do what was pos-
sible she would be glad to give you ten thousand out of the twenty
thousand pounds of saltpetre which Leonardo Strozzi had pur-
chased for her account at Pesaro, and she charged Risorbolo to
write to the said Leonardo what she wished done in the matter.
I spared no efforts to dispose her Excellency favorably to your
requests, but could obtain nothing more from her. Your Lord-
ships will therefore have to see Leonardo Strozzi, and can ar-
range with him so that you may send your teams at once to

Pesaro to bring the saltpetre away. Or if you prefer, you can

write and send me an order from Leonardo to have the salt-
petre delivered to my order ; and I will arrange to have it trans-
ported to Castrocaro, where your Lordships’ teamsters can come
and take it. This was the course adopted last year, as is well
known to your minister, Guaspare Pasgni.

Respecting the troops, her Excellency told me that she was
quite willing to permit her subjects to engage in your Lordships’
service, but that it was not possible to make them march with-
out money. Your Lordships must, therefore, send means to

" raise the troops, whilst her Excellency will endeavor to send

~ you only picked men, well armed and loyal, and will expedite

them promptly. If, therefore, your Lordships are in want of
troops, you must at once send five hundred ducats, so that one
may be given to each man; and 1 believe that within two weeks
from now they would be on Pisan territory, but not sooner.
Your Lordships will decide what arrangement will suit you
best, and advise me accordingly, and I shall execute your com-
mands with the utmost diligence.

When T communicated your Lordships’ letters to the illustri-
ous Countess this morning, and before I had time to add a word,
she said: “I have good news this morning, for I see that your
« Sjgnoria are going to make earnest of it; they are collecting
¢ troops, for which I commend them, and am the more pleased
gt it as I was before dissatisfied by their tardiness, and the
« geemingly irreparable loss of time.” I thanked her Excellency
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most sincerely, and then assured her that this tardiness had
been ecaused altogether by necessity. Her Excellency readily
admitted this, adding that she wished that her states were so
situated that she could stir up all her troops and subjeets in
your favor, as that would show to the whole world that in espous-
ing your cause she had been influenced solely by her affection
for and entire faith in your Lordships. But she desired some
acknowledgment for this, and that she should not be wounded
in her honor, which she prized above all else. This she thought
would be becoming in your Lordships, not so much on her own

account as for the example which you would thereby give to

your other adherents of your not being ungrateful for services
received. I replied to the best of my ability, but could not help
observing that mere words and arguments will not go far in
satisfying her Excellency, unless supported, in part.at least, by
acts. And I truly believe that if your Lordships were to make
some acknowledgment to the Countess for past services, or in-
erease the compensation under the new engagement, you will
be sure to preserve her Ladyship’s friendship. For she could
not be better disposed towards our republic than what she is, of
which I have every day the most striking indications. It has
seemed to me proper to write all these particulars so that your
Lordships may the better judge what I wrote you yesterday.
Quee feliciter valeant.
Humilis servitor,

Niccoro MACHIAVELLI.
Fuzi, 18 July, 1499.

P. 8. — Enclosed is the letter which her Excellency had
written to Leonardo Strozzi about the saltpetre.

P. 8.— One of the secretaries of the Countess has been to

-see me, and informed me on the part of her Excellency that

two kinds of troops may be raised in her dominions. - The
one is a corps of fifteen hundred men, which she has armed
for her own service as may be needed. Of these she cannot
send any to your Lordships, unless they are paid a“whole
month in advance. Her Excellency would pay them herself,
or hold herself responsible for such as do net serve the full
time of a month. ' She wants eighteen lire per man ; so if your
Lordships want any of them you will have to send fifteen
hundred ducats for five hundred men, which her Excellency

Siacmdiy
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promises shall be good men and well armed, and shall be sent at
once. The other kind of troops are such as are in the habit of
engaging with any one for pay, but are not enrolled by her
Excellency. Of these the Countess leaves you to hire at your
pleasure, and at such rates of pay as you can agree with them
for. Your Lordships will in your high wisdom take such as
you may deem most suited for your purpose. I am ready with
all diligence to execute whatever commission your Lordships

may charge me with. ;
Tterum valeant, die qua in literis.

LETTER 1IV.

MAGNIFICENT SIGNORL:—

I wrote to your Lordships on the 17th by the courier Ar-
dingo, that the illustrious Lady Catharine was in doubt as to
what course to take ; for on the one hand your Lordships want-
ed to reduce the conditions of the new engagement, and on the
other the Duke of Milan offered her the same terms as under the
former engagement; and that her Excellency therefore wanted
me to write to your Lordships, so that you might understand
the whole case, and might show more consideration for her
honor, and satisfy her in proportion’ to the services she had
rendered, ete., ete. She awaits your reply with eagerness, and
as it has not yet been received, it seemed to me well to send
the bearer of this, and to beg your Lordships to reply promptly,
unless you have already done so, and let me know your final
decision ; so that, whether I conclude an arrangement with her
Excellency or not, I may return to your Lordships’ feet.

I believe the way to content her Excellency would be first to

assure her that she will be compensated for her former services, .

upon which point she has been greatly dissatisfied, and then to
inerease the pay for this year to twelve thousand floring. This
at least is my opinion, in which however I may be mistaken; for
her Excellency has always stood much upon her honor, and has
never intimated to me that she would aceept any less than what
the Duke of Milan has offered her; and it is difficult to judge
by her disposition whether she is more favorably inelined to the
Duke of Milan or to your republic. For, to begin with, I see
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her court filled with Florentines, of whom it may be said that
they almost entirely control her government; and then I see
her naturally well inelined towards our city, and manifest the
most earnest desire to have the love of our eitizens, for which
there are the most palpable reasons, for having a son by Gio-
v‘anni de’ Medici, she hopes to have the usufruct of his posses-
sions, and expects every day to assume his guardianship.  And
finally, what is most important, she sees the Duke of Milan
attacked by the king of France, and does not know what secu-
r{ty there would be for her to attach herself to him under these
circumstances, all of which her Excellency knows very well.

These are the considerations upon which I found the opinion
t_hat she will accept our conditions, even though they be not
liberal. On the other hand, I see near her Excellency the Duke
of Milan’s agent Messer Giovanni da Casale, who is very highly
?stc@med, and seems to rule everything here. This is of great
importance, and may easily sway the undecided mind of the
Cquntcss to whatever side he pleases.

In fact, were it not for the influence of this fear of the king
of France, I should be inclined to believe that even on equal
terms she would leave us, particularly as she supposes that she
would not thereby forfeit your Lordships’ friendship because of
your amicable relations with the Duke of Milan.

I have thought it proper to make this statement to your Lord-
ships, so that you may know what impediments present them-
seh:e§ here to my success, and so that you may come to some
positive decision, if you have not already done so. - Her Excel-
lency awaits your reply impatiently, for she is every day tor-
mented by the Duke.

There was a review here yesterday of five hundred infantry
whom her Excellency sends to the Duke of Milan under com:
mand of Dionigio Naldi. A couple of days ago there was also
a muster of fifty mounted crossbowmen, equally destined for
Milan. These will leave here within the next few days with one
of the Duke’s secretaries, who came here to enlist and pay them.
I am under the impression that your Lordships have changed
your mind respecting the infantry which you wanted to obtain
from the Countess; which seems to me the wiser course, as you
hfwe been able to obtain them from elsewhere more eonve-
niently. - Should your Lordships, however, still be in want of
them, then you can have good and faithful troops from here,
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well disciplined and ready to start immediately. In that case,
however, it will be necessary to send the money for a month’s
pay, as I have already stated in my last letter to your Lordships,
to whom I recommend myself ever so much.
Humilis servitor,
NiccoLo MACHIAVELLL
Fuonu, 22 July, 1499,

LETTER V.

MAGNIFICENT SIGNORI: —
I wrote yesterday that I had despatched an express to your
Lordships, as a reply to my letter of the 17th seemed to me to

‘be unduly delayed. Since then your Lordships’ courier Ardingo

arrived, bringing me your letters of the 19th and 20th instant.
So soon as I had perused their contents, I presented myself
before her Excellency, and communicated to her in the most
becoming terms what your Lordships have charged me with
touching the propositions made to her Excellency by the Duke
of Milan. After that, I stated to her the offers made by your
Lordships, and endeavored to make her understand that you
would certainly never fail to do all that might inure to the
honor, safety, and advantage of her lecell(,nc}, employing such
arguments as I thought necessary and proper to persuade her,
ete.  To which her Excellency replied that all her hopes were
in your Lordships ; and that the only thing that caused her pain
in this whole matter was the dishonor which she feared she
would incur, and the respect which she felt she ought to observe
towards her unele. But that, knowing now the final resolves
of your Lordships, she would endeavor to come to a prompt
decision, and remove, so far as in her power, all difficultics that
might interpose. After having replied in a becoming manner,
and referred fo your Lordships’ letter of the 19th, in relation to
the outrage committed upon some of your subjects, I begged her
Ladyship to come to a speedy decision, and took my leave.
Later in the day, Messer Baldraccani called to see me, and,
after having made excuses for her Excellency’s not having per-
sonally informed me of her intentions, alleging that it was
owing to her being indisposed, and most unhappy on account of
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the serious illness of her son Lodovico, by Giovanni de’ Mediei,
he communicated to me, on behalf of her Excellency, that she
did not regret having, regardless of all else, thrown herself into
your Lordships’ arms, in whom she placed all confidence and
hope. That she consented to accept the engagement on a peace
footing for one year, on the basis of your Lordships’ last offer
of twehe thousand ducats. But for the sake of being able
more completely to justify her taking this step before the whole
world, and with the more honor and credit to her government,
her Excellency desired that your Lordships would bind your-
selves to defend, protect, and maintain the integrity of her do-
minions, which she was fully assured your Lordships would do
anyhow, without any speecial obligation to that effect. Yet that
she greatly desired. such an obhe'atlon from your LOI‘dShlpS,
which she knew you would not refuse her, as it would be in the
highest degree honorable for her, and in no way prejudicial to
your lmrdslnpa And, lastly, M(‘Hb(,l Baldraccani said that her
Exeellency desirved to have settlement, if not in full, then at
least in part, for her former services; that she needs it for her
many wants and urgent necessities, and that she cannot helieve
that the charges which you have to provide for are so heavy
as to be an obstacle to such a settlement; and therefore she
charged me most emphatically to write to your Lordships, and
urge this matter on her behalf.

As to the first point, namely, the acceptance of an engage-
ment for a year, ete., I replied in the most amicable manner,
saying that I felt sure that the good opinion which her Excel-
leney had of our republic would even increase with time and
experience. But as to the obligation which her Ladyship asked
for, T regarded it as supelﬂuous for the very reasons alleged by
her Excellency herself. And as I hiad no authorlty to conclude
anything not comprised in my commission, her Excellency
might for the present accept the engagement, and afterwards
write to her agent at Florence to present her demands, which
I believed would be favorably received.

Messer Antonio replied that her Excellency wished to close
the entire business at one and the same time, and that there-
fore she had requested that I should write to your Lordships
to send me the necessary powers, promising at the same time
to ratify any agreement that might be made by me in your

name. All the arguments I could present to the contrary could
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not induce her to alter her deeision ; and I am therefore obliged
to submit to you the demands made by her Excellency as they
have been presented to me; so that your Lordships may in
your supreme wisdom decide, and promptly advise me of, your
ultimate resolve, and so that I may be enabled to return to
Florence, which is my most earnest desire.

Respecting the indemnity. for former services, I observed that
her Exccllency had spoken to me some days ago about it, and
that I had written to your Lordships on the subject, and that
you had replied ; and therefore it seemed to me superfluous to
repeat the same thing over again, particularly as I knew your
favorable disposition, as well as the difficulties which prevent
you from doing anything in the matter now. Nevertheless, by
way of satisfying her Excellency, I would write once more very
urgently on the subject.

Yesterday, when L complained to the Countess on behalf of
your Lordships of the outrage committed by some of her arch-
ers upon your people at Salutare, she made me the most strenu-
ous excuses, saying that she had directed her men to go and
gather the harvest of a certain Carlo Buosi, who cultivated a
farm on her territory ; that this Carlo had been killed not long
since by Dionigio Naldi to revenge the Signor Ottaviano; and
that when the country people saw her archers carry off the
harvest, they had shouted to them that they would be cut to
pieces, and otherwise overwhelmed them with insulting words,
so that the archers felt themselves as it were constrained to
resent this abuse. Her Excellency added, that she was never-
theless grieved at heart about it, and as proof of it she had at
once ordered the leader of her archers, who had begun the dis-
turbance, to be disarmed and dismissed from her service; and
this has been done.

I recommend myself most humbly to your Lordships.

) Quee bene valeant.
NiccoLo MACHIAVELLL

Funi, 23 July, 1499. ;

P.'S. — The fifty mounted crossbowmen which the Duke had
taken into his pay leave to-morrow for Milan.
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LETTER VI,
MieNmricENT Sieworr: —

Yesterday I received by your Lordships’ courier Ardingo your
two letters of the 19th and 20th, and hope to-morrow :ﬁjo'close
the engagement with the illustrious Lady Catharine, in aceord
ance with your latest instructions ; and after that I :gxpect also

~ to aprange the business of your subjects at Salutare in a man-

ner entively satisfactory to your Lordships. 1 cannot enlarge .
upon these matters now, as the messenger is in the greatest
haste to depart. I will only add, that, so soon as these matters
are settled, T shall return to your Lordships, to whom I recom-
mend myself most humbly.

Humilis servitor,

, NiccorLo MACHIAVELLL
Towur, 28 July, 1499,

LETTER VII.

Maextrreest Srewony : —

I had written the enclosed yesterday, and was just about to
despatch the bearer of this, Ardingo, when Messer Giovanni.da
Casale came to'see me, and told me on the part of her Excel-
lency that I need not write, as her Excellency the Countess
was satisfied not to ask any further oblications from your Lord-
ships, feeling perfectly assured that you would not act differ-
ently in your dealings with her than what she would have
done towards your Lordships; and requesting me to come to
her Excellency this morning for the purpose of signing the
engagement, ete. - :

Fully persuaded that the business would actually be closed,
and the curate of Casina being about to despatch an express -
to Lor_enzo di Pier Francesco, I availed myself of that op-
portunity to write to your Lordships expressing my belief
that the matter was as good as concluded. This morning,
then, fully persuaded that everything would be closed accord-
Ing to the understanding, and being with Messer Giovanni
In presence of her Excellency, she said to me that she had
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reflected upon the matter during the night, and thought that
it would be more for her honor in attaching herself to your
Lordships, if you were to declare that you would obligate your-
selves to defend her dominions, as her secretary had previously
“explained to me. She had therefore resolved again to ask me
to write to your Lordships about it. Her Excellency added,
that, if she had given me to understand differently through
Messer Giovanni, I must not be astonished at it, for the more
matters of that kind were examined, the better were they un-
derstood. I could not but foel disappointed at this sudden
change, and manifested my feelings both by words and ges-
tures, saying that your Lordships would also be greatly sur-
prised, as T had written you that her Excellency was satisfied
upon every point without exception. But as I could get noth-
ing else from her Excellency, I feel constrained to send you
the enclosed, and to inform you specially by this of what has
taken place, so that your Lordships may judge of it, and
promptly decide what is to be done.
To-morrow 1 purpose going to Castr
secure the Corbizzos against Dionigio Naldi and his partisans ;
her Excellency, the Lady (Catharine, has offered to do her best
to aid me in this matter. Whatever the result may be, I will
advise your Lordships, to whom I humbly recommend myself.

Quee bene valeant.

acaro, to see if I can

Niccono MACHIAVELLL
Furis, 24 July, 1499.

# After the departure of Machiavelli, the Lady Catharine sent an envoy to
Florence with the following credentials: —

& o THE ILLUSTRIOUS AND MAGNIFICENT LORDS, PRIORS, ETC., BTC.:—

«Tn compliance with the promise given to your commissioner, Messer Niccolo
«Machiavelli, I send to your TLordships the worthy Messer Joanni, my auditor,
e« who'is to explain to your Lordships the matter with which he is charged in my
“pname. 1 beg your Tordships will deign to accord to him your confidence, the
«eame as you would do to me were I personally in presence of your Lordships,

- %o whom I do not cease to recommend myself.
« CATHARINE SFORZA,

Coundess of Riario, Furli, and Imola.
# FPoRLI, 3 August, 1499.”

COMMISSION TO THE ARMY IN THE FIELD
AGAINST THE PISANS* :

LETTER I
FROM LUCA DEGLI ALBIZZI TO THE SIGNORIA OF FLORENCE.

Magnirreny® AND ILLUSTRIOUS SIGNORI: —

Wz are now at the fourteenth hour, and have as yet no fur-
ther news from the Gascons, as M. Samper has not returned
frc:»m thcre,.although we expect him at every moment. Every-
thing remains in confusion and uncertainty, and things augur
badly for us, for at every moment we hear of some fresh at-

* On the x_'efu'sal of the Pisans to accept the decision given by the Duke of Fer-
rara as umpire in the peace negotiations between the Venetian and Florentine
rt?pubhcs, the Signoria of Florence determined to resume the war with increased
vigor, so as to bring these rebellious subjects once for all to submission The
;;nereiore'z en_ga.ged fresh. troops, and gave the supreme command of .them tyo
Rz.mlo \_Tltelh, and Ithe principal charges to his brother Vitellozzo and the Count

\inuccio da Marmz}no. As Vitelli had proposed to begin this enterprise with
th?icaptm-e of C?LSCIII&, the Signoria convoked the Council to hear their opinions
;z)n t‘hen_ to decide upon the matter. The Council approved the plan proposed

v Vitelli, and twelve days after the meeting of the Council Clascina was recov-
ered by thg Tlorentines. This enabled the army to advance and approach the
walls of.Pm_a., after having assaulted and taken the castle of Stampace. But
Paolo Vitelli, who commanded the expedition, did not know how to take ;stdvau-
;:lagedof the terror (?f the enemy, and permitted the victory, which he held in his

ands, to eseape him; for Pisa would undoubtedly have been taken if Paolo had
dared to push forward. But by his temporizing he afforded the Pisans the op-
portunity to recover their courage, so that they obliged him to abandon the
castle of Stampan:e, and to withdraw from before the walls of Pisa; for it was
not. long. before, aided by sickness produced by the malaria, the Piss;ns had the
satisfaction of sceing Vitelli raise the siege of their eity. The Signoria suspect-

ing their commander of treason, had him arrested at Cascina, and thence brought -

to F?orence, wher.e after two days he was beheaded. Thus terminated the dis-
cre(?ltab]e campaign of 1499; but it was resolved to resume the war in the fol-
lowing year -under better auspices. The Signoria, anxious to secure the help of
powerful allies, sent Pietro Soderini as ambassador to Georges d’Amboise, Cardi-
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tempt or outrage against us; and no sooner is one disposed of
than four others occur,— enough to convince any one that
they are endless. Moreover, a number of Germans came into
my chamber this morning, saying that at the time when the
Emperor came to Pisa they were three months in our service,
and that one hundred and thirty of their companions under
commpand of a captain called Antonio Buner had never been

paid; and with insulting and threatening language they de--

manded immediate payment from me. I told them that I
knew nothing whatever of the matter; but if they would de-
pute two of their number I would give them letters to your
Lordships so that you could settle with them. But they re-

fused this, and the only arrangement I could make with them,

after much abusive language on their part, was that I should
write to your Lordships; and if within forty-eicht hours they
were paid they would be satisfied; if not, they would pay them-
selves with my blood. M. Saliente and some other French-
men happened to come in at the time; they seemed frightened
to death, and were as much alarmed by this erowd as I was
myself. They excused themselves, and comforted me with
fresh water, and approved the proposition that I should write
you. Beaumont seemed utterly disheartened, and manifests
great regret at this occurrence ; but he sees no remedy for it,
and seems really distressed that both his good will and his
ability are of no avail. The captain of the Swiss seems full of

good intentions, but brings forth nothing. All this, however, -

may be merely pretended, and may have no other object than

-the justification of the king at our expense.

nal of Rouen and governor of Milan for Louis XIL, king of France, requesting
him to let them have a portion of his troops to aid them in recovering Pisa.
D’Amboise yielded to their request, and agreed to gend them five thousand Swiss
infantry and five hundred lances, the latter to be paid by the king, and the
former by the Florentines, who were also to supply the artillery and whatever
else might be necessary for a siege. The Seigneur de Beaumont was appointed

- captain of this force, at the request of the republie, who had on former ocea-

sions experienced his“friendship. This auxiliary corps lost much precious time
on the road to Pisa; and no sooner had they arrived at the Florentine camp
than difficulties arose between these troops and the Florentine commissioners,
Giovan Battista Ridolfi and Luca degli Albizzi, to whom Machiavelli had been
sent as an adjunet in the beginning of June. The Gascons mutinied, and the
Swiss insulted Commissioner Luca degli Albizzi, held him prisoner, and under
false pretences extorted from him the sum of thirteen hundred ducats ; and the
whole expedition proved a complete failure.

The letters to the Florentine government in relation to this mission were
written in part by the commissioners, and in part by Machiavelli,
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As for myself, T augur very ill of the situation, and should

‘deem it well if your Lordships would consider whether, with-

out prejudice to our republic, I might think of my own safety ;
for what has not yet taken place may occur at any moment.
I beg your Lordships, however, not to attribute this suggestion
to cowardice on my part, for I am resolved to face any danger
that may be deemed for the interest of our republic. .

All these proceedings tend only to make us despair of Pisa,
and to apprehend even worse, and therefore, as I have several
times written to your Lordships, it is well to wateh the whole
of this game, and amongst many evils to choose the least, and
above all promptly to apply the remedies that can be thought
of, s0 as to produce an immediate effect. Weigh all this care-
fully, and confine yourselves to such measures and dispositions
a8 the times demand; and believe him who tells you in good
faith that the eye speaks the truth, rather than the ear.

Your Lordships must understand that T had been notified

gome days before of the above-mentioned trouble with the
Swiss ; but not wishing to annoy your Lordships, and helieving
that I should be able to defend myself against such dishonesty,
I did not inform your Lordships of it before; nor should I
have said anything on the subject now, but that I recognize the
manifest danger.
I recommend myself to your Lordships.
Lucas ANTONIO DEGLI ALBIZZI,

; Commissioner-General.
From rtHE Cavr BEFORE Pss, July 8, 1500,
at the 144 hour.

P. S.—TFor God’s sake do not forget the provisions, for that
would be the completion of our ruin. De Beaumont must also
be provided for; he has begun to importune me, and never
sees me without worrying me on that point.

LETTER II.
MAGNTFICENT SIGNORL: —

The commissioner wrote you yesterday evening the condi-
tion of things in which we find ourselves here; and to-day at
three o’clock there came about one hundred Swiss to his quar-
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ters, and demanded pay for the company of Gianotto; saying
that they would not leave without being paid. The commis-

sioner could not pacify them with words or promises, so that.

after much disputing they have carried him off prisoner. Since
then I have heard nothing further, for I have remained at the
station of San Michele, so as to be able to give your Lordships
this. information, that you may take measures to prevent one
of your citizens, with so many of his people, all your subjects,
from being carried off, and by whom! Valete !
NzccoLo MACHIAVELLL
Frox tHE CaMP BEFORE Pisa, 9 July, 14th hour.

LETTER IIL.
FROM GIO. BATTISTA BARTOLINI TO THE SIGNORIA OF FLORENCE.

MaGNIFICENT AND ILLUSTRIOUS SIGNORI:—
I wrote to your Lordships at the sixteenth hour, and sent it

by the same courier that brought me the news of the carrying

off of the commissioner by the Swiss, so that he might in his
own words relate to you what he has told me; for having
nothing else to communicate, I should not have ventured to
have written you expressly about this matter. We are now
at the twentieth hour, and I have heard nothing positive ex-
cept that a little while ago Piero Pucci returned with another
courier, and told me with his own lips that the commissioner
had been liberated, but he could give me no further particu-
lars. He said also that he had been told in camp to stop the
provisions here in Cascina, as the camp was to be moved to-
morrow to San Giovanni della Vena. Not having any other
positive information on this point, I should not have men-
tioned it to your Lordships were it not for the importance of
this place, which is well known to you, and therefore it seemed
to me dangerous to leave it badly supplied with everything, as
I have already several times written to your Lordships.

Borgo Rinaldi has arrived, but he has only a few men, and
these without arms. I have anyhow urged him to make up
his company. Believing the Signor Piero in Florence, I have
urged him also to the same effect, as your Lordships know.
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But T fear that unless they act promptly we shall not be in

time. We have neither cuirasses, long lances, nor bucklers,
nor any ammunition except a few barrels of powder, which I
have retained here since yesterday. Everything else is abso-
lutely wanting. I beg your Lordships to provide these things
if you think proper, and very promptly. :

There is a post here-of some eight or ten archers, sent here
by M. de Beaumont, at the request of Gio. Battista Ridolfi and
Luca degli Albizzi, as before mentioned, for the purpose of pro-
tecting the country against the outrages of the brutal camp
followers. Up to the present these men have kept good and
diligent watch ; if I receive some infantry now, so that I can
myself protect the country, I do not know whether or not to
discharge this post of archers. I believe that the troops
which I expect will arrive hefore 1 can receive a reply from
your Lordships, in which case I will do the best under the cir-
cumstances until I shall receive your wiser decision. But I

beg you will send me your instructions, and, if received in’

time, I will conform to them. But above all things I entreat
you to send provisions, and that quickly, as otherwise I greatly
mistrust the people of the country, particularly in view of the
treatment we have experienced at the hands of these troops.
Moreover, if the camp is moved to-morrow to San Giovanni, we
shall have the Pisans full of courage and confidence atter us.

Knowing these things now, I hope your Lordships will weigh
them well and provide for them. I recommend myself most
humbly to your Lordships, que bene valeant.

Casciva, 9 July, 1500.

P.S. At the 20¢h hour. — Letters from the commissioner in-

" form us that the army will be to-morrow morning ab Campi,

the other side of the Caprona, whence they are to make their
first movement. He dircets me to be sure and have a sup-
ply of provisions ready. I shall do my utmost in the mat-
ter. e moreover charges me to urge Borgo, and the Signor
Pietro Guagni and Carlo da Cremona, and Messer Bandino, to
have their companies ready and in order; and that your Lord-
ships urge the Signor Piero in Florence to the same effect.
G. B. BarroLini,
Commissioner-General.

oo 22
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LETTER IV.

COPY OF A LETTER WRITTEN BY ME, LUCA DI ANTONIO DEGLI
ALBIZZI, T0 THE ILLUSTRIOUS AND MAGNIFICENT SIGNORIA,
9 JULY, 22° HOUR.

MAGNIFICENT SIGNORI:— -

1 know not whether in the last hour of my life (which God
orant may be soon !) I shall suffer one fourth of the pain and
affliction which I feel at this time ; not so much on account of
the perils to which I have been, and am still exposed, nor on
account of my seizure and detention, but because I see from
the letters of your Lordships, and particularly the one of the
8th, written at the fourth hour, that you have not as much
faith in me as I had supposed that I deserved ; but that 1 have
been abandoned by all, like one forsaken and lost. My sins
and ill fortune will it so; but God perhaps will succor . him
who is so unjustly abandoned! Having fully pointed out to
your Lordships the dangers, and you knowing perfectly your-
selves the wretched conduct of these men so recently towards
the king of France and the Duke of Milan, it was not to be
supposed that any expedients would moderate the dishonest
demands of these Swiss. But it has pleased your Lordships
to have it so, and although for the moment out of prison, yet
I continue to be obliged to dispute my life, for at every mo-
ment there are fresh menaces and impositions, and new dan-
oers, all on account of our republic, and whether just or
unjust, I alone have to suffer without so much as being pitied !
May God comfort me by death, if in no other way !

Niccolo Machiavelli has informed you of my capture; after
that I was led on foot half a mile or more in the direction of
Pisa, and taken before the captain of the Swiss, where after
a long altercation, and being threatened with their halberds,
T was told that before they would let me get out of their
hands they meant that some four or five hundred of their
companions who had come from Rome, allured by the pros-
pects held out to them by your Lordships, should be paid, and
that 1 should guarantee it; and if not promptly done, they
would not content themselves merely by keeping me. prisoner.
I recalled to them the honor of the king, the good treatment

1
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g
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they had received, and that they would be settled with by your
Lordships, and therefore they ought not to maltreat me per-
sonally; but neither reasomn Lo the manifest impossibility of
my doing anything could move them in the least. So that
after much contention and treatening T was told that, if I
did not settle with them, not only my person, but our whole
republic, would suffer in coistquence; and that they had the
means of paying themselves with our artillery if they chose
to do so. Seeing no help, and being utterly without 'any
means wherewith to satisfy them, I begged their captain to
guarantee my promises 1O them, which he did; but it is evi-
dent that he will have to be paid before I can leave him. 1
will do my utmost to procuré the means, and if Pellegrino has
nothing left, I must see whether T can have recourse to Lodo-
vico Morelli, and to what litlle money may remain in the hands
of Bernardo Pacini, which, lowever, would derange everything,
unless your Lordships provids otherwise ; for I had intended
that money for the re-cstablishment of the garrisons of Cas-
cina and Vico; but I shall das best I can. Although it was
agreed in my arrangement with the captain of the Swiss that
the artillery should be prought to me all safe to Cascina, yet I
am not certain whether it willbe done. ;

- These men intend preaking up in the night and moving
towards San Giovanni 2lla Vena, where they are to remain
to-morrow, and then go by the Lucca road to Pietrasanta, to
remain until they learn the pleasure of his Majesty the ki’ng.
I understand that the Gastus are waiting for them on Lue-
chese territory ; and if T an permitted, T shall remain at Vieo
or Cascina and wait there fir my leave from your Lordships.
Upon this point I ought ressonably to have no apprehensions,
my hope being mainly it JI Lordships’ good will; nor do I
reply to your third and last letter, for both the times and eir-
cumstances favor those abVhose diserction we happen to be.
I recommend myself to yOu Lordships.

Although I wrote yesbeljdﬁ}’ at Cascina and Vico urging the
completion of the companic yet I entreat your Lordships to
provide for them at onc® vhilst we are in danger. And so
soon as these troops have lefthere the Lord of Piombino should
concentrate all his forces i Cascina; and if you have other
troops at your service ther should be sent to Vico, so as to
establish a reasonable garrisn there. And when Cascina shall

VOL. IIL
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have been properly provided for, then all the suspected persons

whom your Lordships have lately sent away from Florence
should be removed from there.

LETTER V.

THE MAGISTRACY OF THE TEN TO GIOV. BATTISTA BARTOLINI, COM-
MISSIONER AT CASCINA, JULY '9, 1500.

A vETTER from Niccolo Machiavelli informs us this morning
that the Germans have carried off Luca degli Albizzi. Sensible
of the discredit and danger which this may cause us, we have
deliberated all day as to the means of providing for your safety
and of that of the other places near you. Besides remedying
these evils as far as we can, we have at once sent the Signori
Piero and Borgo Rinaldi in that direction, and have called
Messer Criaco and the Count Checco to reorganize their com-
panies, for which the necessary funds will be ready. Accord-

_ing to their promises there will be no delay, and we believe
that by to-morrow or the day after at furthest troops enough
will be ready to suffice for the protection and defence of Cas-
cina. Meantime you must do your utmost to hold the place,
and so far as in your power provide also for the necessities of
the other places, or at least write and advise them as to what
they should do. And inasmuch as the charge of all this may
be too heavy a burden for one man, in the midst of all these
troubles and disorders, we have to-day sent Piero Vespucci
with the authority of a commission with whom yourself and

such other of our citizens as may be there will consult as to .

the best course to pursue.

Of the capture of our commissioner we have but a very brief
account from Niecolo Machiavelli, given in a few words, as in-
deed at the date of his letter he could say no more. He does
not tell where they havetaken the commissioner to, and whether
any other persons have been carried off at the same time; nor
what has become of the artillery, or of the four hundred Ger-
mans who had gone in the direction of Livorno; nor does he
say whether any others left the camp at the same time, or what
the men-at-arms intend to do, or what course the captain has
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decided to take. It would be well for you to give us a full
account of all this as soon as possible. We desire also to know
what has become of such of our citizens as were in camp at the
time, for their relatives are in the extremest degree anxious on

the subJect

LETTER VL

THE MAGISTRACY OF THE TEN TO LUCA DEGLI ALBIZZI, IN CAMP,
10 JULY, 1500.

MAGNIFICENT SIGNORI:—

“As much as we were grieved yesterday on hearing of your
capture, through Macluavelh, and afterwards through Giov.
Battista Bmtnluu, which made us fear that all our other citi-
zens in your neighborhood had probably shared the same fate,
just so much are we elated to-day by the news of your libera-
tion, from which we conclude that the others are safe and free.
And although the defection of those troops placed us in the
most precarious position possible, because of the discredit and
dishonor which it has brought us, yet the discomforts, injuries,
and danger to which you have been exposed aggravates the

- matter so much that we regard it as a great change from bad

to good to know that you are safe and well.
We could wish to repair all the other misfortunes in the

same way, but as that is impossible, we must accommodate our--

selves to circumstances, and think for the present only of con-
solidating our affairs in those parts. For this purpose it seems
to us desirable if possible to have all the artillery and munitions
which we had sent you brought back here, and to have them
withdrawn to Pontedera for greater Secumty “Also, without
loss of time, to withdraw all the artillery and the remainder of
the munitions that are still in the hands of the Frencly, and to
make every effort to provide for the defence of Cascina ; which
we have so much at heart that we shall not lose an hour in de-
spatching some infantry there. We should have done so already
this evening, had it not been that the danger which threatens
Pescia is even more pressing. We learn from several sources
that the Gascons are marching on that place, together with
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some other troops to the number of four thousand, and some
hundreds of cavalry ; which surprises us the more, as up to this
hour we had not heard that any men-at-arms had left the camp.
You can well imagine how much we regret this, which we are
greatly inclined to attribute to some intrigue of the Lucchese.

But we should not have attached any credit to this, knowing

how fear makes these people exaggerate everything, were it
not that we knew that some one from Luceca had told the same
thing at Pescia, and under the influence of fear had withdrawn
all his effects from there, which only a few days before he had
stored there from fear of the French. We have sent some offi-
cers there with their companies, and think of nothing else than

to provide for the safety of the two places, but first for that

which is hardest pressed. !

It would be well for you to notify M. de Beaumont of all
this, and to try and get a reply from his Lordship as to the
matters that have been intrusted to Piero Vespucei, and re-
specting which we also wrote to you this morning; and more
especially with regard to the offer of troops. We should like
to have a reply from him in writing, which we charge you by
all means to obtain from him if possible; and you will renew
to him the same proposition for troops to serve during the
siege ; so that the engagement of these troops be made with his

.consent, and that we may avail ourselves of their service to suit

our purpose. :

So long as the revolted troops remain in your vicinity, which
will probably be not more than a few days, it seems to us that
it will not do for you to leave, as that would expose our affairs
to complete ruin; but whenever they depart you can advise us

- and have our reply in a few hours.

As we have no particulars from you as to the cause or the
manner of your detention, nor as to the means of your release,
nor any other details on the subject, we cannot definitely in-
struct you as to the course to be pursued when those troops
leave, and if they should require you to go with them, either
for the reasons that prompted your capture, or for any other
reason. We must therefore leave this matter entirely to your
own judgment; and fully persuaded that you will do nothing

- without having thoroughly examined all the circumstances and

consequences, we can but approve in advance all that you may
decide upon doing.
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Your determination to eall to your aid the Lord of Piombino
seems to us in the highest degree commendable. We shall write
to him this evening, to mount and proceed with all his men in
your direction, and if possible to push on to Cascina; and if
that eannot be done, then at least go to Pontedera, and to make
every effort to send from there as many men as possible to
Cascina, and to conform in all respects to whatever orders yon
may give him.

We have again written to-day in all directions for provisions,
and especially to the Vicars of , and have given them
hopes that these hardships and annoyances will not continue
long. It does not seem to us advisable to withdraw any men
from Cascina, until there is a sufficient garrison of infantry to
enable us to do it more safely and more creditably.

We have forgotten to tell you that, in case Beaumont should
leave with the troops, and should wish to have some one of our
people accompany him, as you cannot go with him, you must
try to send Pellegrino or Francesco della Casa.

We wish very much to know the particulars of your capture
and detention, as also the cause and the means of your release,
if you can give us this information without danger to yourself
or ourselves ; but if you think it not safe to communicate it by
letter, then send us some confidential person who is fully in-

formed on that subject, as well as on all other matters that we

ought to know.*
Bene vale !

LETTER VIL

COPY OF A LETTER FROM HIS MOST CHRISTIAN MAJESTY EKING
LOUIS XII. OF FRANCE TO THE SIGNORI OF FLORENCE, DATED
AT ROUEN, 27 JULY, 1500.

Louis, Kixe or FRANCE, ETC., ETC.:—

VERY DEAR FrIENDS,— We have been informed only a few
days since of the great disorders that have occurred in the
army engaged in the siege of Pisa, in consequence of the mu-

* Besides the letters which we have given above, there exist a great many

others that have reference to these events, and particularly to the measures to
which the republic of Florence had to resort, not so much for the purpose of re-

S L g
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tiny and quarrel of several ill-disciplined bodies of infantry
forming part of that camp; and who without any cause have
risen and left the camp and the siege without the knowledge
or consent of M. de Beaumont, our licutenant, or that of any
of the captaing or men of rank who were in the camp; which
occurrence has caused us as much regret as anything that
could possibly have happened. And inasmuch as, besides the
injury which it has caused you, it touches our honor.and repu-
tation, we are absolutely determined and resolved to remedy
and provide for what has occurred in such manner as fully
to maintain our power and authority. And to effect this pur-
pose we have decided to leave nothing undone, as you shall see
and know very soon by the result. We have therefore sent
our Major-domo Corcou,* whom amongst other things we have
directed to make us an exact and true report upon this affair,
and how these disorders originated and progressed, so that we
may provide against them as becomes our honor and to your
satisfaction. For the present we have thought, and have so
communicated to your ambassadors here, that for the good of
the cause, and for the re-establishment of our army, it would
be best that some one else should select some suitable spot on
your territory where the army might stop and go into camp,
without retreating any further this way. And for this purpose
we have written to and especially enjoined upon M. de Beau-
mont and all his captains, as they value their lives, not to
move, nor leave or abandon the army, without having fresh
orders from us.

We have equally written and made known to your neigh-
bors, that the matter of Pisa touches us personally, and that
their giving aid, comfort, and support to its inhabitants will
cause us to regard them as our declared enemies. That we

establishing their forces before Pisa (for they had decided not to avail them-
selves any longer of the French army) as for the protection of her own territory
against any attempt on the part of the mutinous troops. But we forbear from
publishing them, as they do not appertain directly to Machiavelli’s commission.

Nevertheless, we give the letter from the king of France to the Florentines,
which shows the real disposition of that monarch on hearing of the unworthy
conduet of his troops. This good feeling was afterwards changed by the false
and evil reports of his agents, which gave rise to the subsequent mission of
Machiavelli to the Court of France. The original of this letter has not been
found. The one we give is the translation which exists in the Archivi delle
Riformazione. .

* Duplessis, Seigneur de Courcon.

e

ARMY BEFORE PISA. 89

have had them :advised of this, so that henceforth they may
avoid doing so, otherwise we shall provide such remedies as
we may deem proper. :

You must conclude anyhow to settle this matter in such

manner that it shall be terminated with honor to ourselves, and.

with advantage to yourselves and your republic. And finally
we beg you to show your spirit in a matter that concerns you
50 closely ; and to employ all your forces and power to that
effect. And be assured that in acting thus we make no doubt,
and apprehend no difficulty, but what you will in a short time
oblige the city of Pisa to return to her duty.

All that we have said and declared in this letter we have
also caused to be said and declared to your ambassadors, so
that they may also communicate it to you, ete., etc.

Addio, dear lords and friends.

LSRR S =
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MISSION TO THE COURT OF FRANCE.*

1§ Jury, 1500.

COMMISSION.

Maewrrer Domini, ®Tc., ETC.: —

Intelligentes multis de causis oportere non literis tantum,
sed per eos etiam, qui in Castris Gallicis fuissent, excusare,
purgareque multa quez objicerentur R. P. obque recessum esset
ab obsidione Pisanz wurbis, elegerunt Franciscum Casam, et
Nicolaum Machiavellum secretarium secum, ambos nobilissimos
cives Florentinos, dederuntque illis in sua hac legatione ea
mandata, qu# infra seripta sunt, et cum salario unoguogue die,

‘videlicet Francisco Cass librarum octo florenorum parvorum,

et Nicolao Machiavello, ultra ejus salarium ordinarium, ad
rationem florenorum viginti largorum in grossis unogueque
mense.

Franciscus reversus est die 6 Martii 1500.

Nicolaus reversus est die 14 Januarius 1500.

You will proceed with all possible despatch, even to riding
post, if your strength permits it, to Lyons, or wherever you learn
that his most Christian Majesty is to be found. Upon arrival,
you will at onee call upon our ambassadors there, Messers Fran-
cesco Gualterotti and Lorenzo Lenzi, and communicate to them

* This mission had its cause in the events referred to in this commission.
Buonaccorsi refersto it on page 34 of his Diary; and the account he gives of it
merits being reproduced here, on account of the light it throws upen the whole
affair : —

“After the occurrences at Pisa which we have related, the republic was
“advised to send messengers to the king for the purpose of explaining to him
“that it was not the fault of the republic that the troops had not persisted in
“the enterprise against Pisa; for these troops had left the camp in a manner
“so discreditable to the honor of the king, that it was to be apprehended that
“their commander and captains would throw the blame of it upon the republic
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-our present instructions, and confer with them as to whether

there is anythmcr to be added or left out; also as to your mode
of proceeding in urging one thing more than another. You
will then present yourselves, together with our ambassadors,
before his Majesty, the king, and, after the customary formali-
ties of the first audience, you will expose to him in our name
the substance of the instructions you will receive from us;
although we do not believe that we can give you more clear
and positive information than what you already possess touch-
ing the events of which you have yourselves been witnesses,
and in connection with which you were in great part the agents
and executors of all that had to be done on our part.

The whole of this matter consists of two parts, viz.: first, to
complain of the disturbances that have taken place, and to
make known their cause and the names of their originators;
and, secondly, to defend and exculpate us from the imputations
t,lm.t; may be brought against us. But upon this latter part you
will not touch unless obliged by necessity to repel the charges
they may make in relation to what we ought to have done under
the circumstances, ete., ete. You will, therefore, limit your-
selves in your first exposition to enumerating all the reasons

“of Florence, as in fact they did. Francesco della Casa and Niccolo Machia-
“velli were therefore appointed for that purpoese, as they had been personally
“witnesses of the occurrences. They were kindly received by the king, who re-
“plied to their address, that he would show how greatly he was displeased at
“such conduct on the part of his troops; and for this purpose he resolved to
send one of his Major-domos, called M. de Corcou, to investigate the affair
‘on the spot, and to make full report to him of the same. The said M. de
“Corcou came and wanted the troops to return to camp bhefore Pisa, and to
“carry on the war effectually. But this was refused, although he maintained
“that that was the only way to press the Pisans and oblige them to surrender.
“This refusal was caused by the fears which everybody entertained in conse-
“quence of the previous conduct of the French troops. M. Corcou left Flor-
“ence most unfavorably disposed towards that republie; he reported such a mass
“of falsehoods to his Majesty the king, as to arouse his indignation against the
“Florentines to the highest degree; so that he sent for the two envoys on the
“15th of October, and complained bitterly to them at having been thus dishonored.
 He asked them what course he ought to pursue in their judgment; for having
“been obliged to pay a considerable sum of money to the Swiss to make them
“return té their own country without robbing the Florentine merchants, he de-
“manded the reimbursement of this sum anyhow. For this purpose the king
“wanted to send one of his chamberlains, named Edouard Buliot, to the Signoria,
“to come to some understanding on these matters. All the replies and argu-
“ments of the Florentine envoys were of no use, for his Majesty remained firm
“in his demands. The envoys wrote to the Signoria of the king’s displeasure,
“and, seeing no way of avoiding it, the Signoria assumed this expense, and sent
“a new ambassador, which was Pier Francesco Tosinghi.”
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that have constrained Monseigneur de Beaumont to despair of
suceess, and finally to abandon the siege of Pisa. And these
were, according to our judgment, the lack of obedience of the
troops to the orders of the commander-in-chief, the intrigues
which at first were carried on by the captain of the Swiss with
the Pisans, and afterwards by certain Italians of the party of
the Trivulzi and the Pallavicini, by order of Messer Gianjacopo,
who, seeing how much our city, after recovering all her posses-
sions, could do to aid in the preservation of the duchy of Milan,
had taken this means of thwarting an undertaking which he
did not approve of ; and perhaps he also contemplated in this
way to interrupt the attempt against the kingdom of Naples.
It is thus that nearly all the others excepting Beaumont and
Samplet have acted ; and that the governor of Asti and Mon-
signore di Buno (on account of Entraghes) have revived all the
old passions of Italy. To this statement you will be careful to
add the full particulars of what you have witnessed yourselves,
and of which you have a distinet recollection, but of which it is
impossible for us to give particular defails. You must add,
furthermore, all that has been done in favor of the Pisans by
the people of Lucea, Genoa, and Sienna, of which we have no
positive evidence, although we know that ambassadors from
these cities were kept in camp to create disturbances and to
keep the army in suspense. You will on no account omit to
say that these men have often been seen to enter Pisa in secret;
and especially Rinieri della Sassetta, who has been pointed out
-to us as the agent and special favorite of the Pallavicini, to
whom, together with all the others who were unfriendly to our
enterprise against Pisa, we attribute the defection of the Gas-
cons, and which had no other cause than that, and was the
manifest origin of the ruin of this enterprise. For after that
the Swiss became turbulent, and refused to perform all service,
in consequence of which the camp had to be broken up. The
object of stating all this to his Majesty is to demonstrate to
him that the failure of the enterprise can in no way be attrib-
uted to us.

You may begin your statement with the departure of the
troops from Piacenza, and show that, until their arrival under
the walls of Pisa, all that could be done was done by us; and
tllxen you ean go on immediately to state the above-mentioned
circumstances, and add all that you can remember as having
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contributed to the failure of the enterprise. Let that be the
substance of your first audience, and he careful to avoid seem-
ing to excuse us in any way, unless it be that we are reproached
with having neglected to throw a bridge over the river Osole, or
with having allowed the army to remain without provisions
and ammunition as well as pioneers. Your reply upon these
points will not be difficult, however, for the bridge could not be
constructed for want of an escort, which it was their business
to furnish ; and as regards munitions, you are yourselves aware
that they were furnished in more than double the quantity that
their bombardiers had asked for, of which we still have their
own letters as proof. In fact, they have never been short of
ammunition, unless it was after it became manifest that the
success of the enterprise was despaired of. And, morcover,
they declared that they would not burn an ounce of their own
powder, although it was agreed at Milan that they were to let
us have all the powder and balls which they had, on condition
that our commissioner paid them for it, or returned them an
equal quantity. And finally as to the pioneers, notwithstanding
the bad treatment to which they were subjected in being obliged
to plant batteries by daylight, yet our commissioner had offered
and agreed with the master of artillery, in case he should be in
want of pioneers, to supply them at our expense from amongst
those who were in camp, without any reclamation whatever for
their pay ; and this offer was accepted, and had satisfied them.
As regards the matter of provisions, you have so large a field
for explanation in the frequent and manifest dishonesty of the
French, that this point will be more easily excused than any
other; and you must not fail to relate the greater part of the
particular instances that have occurred, which was so frequent
a subject of our letters to the camp.

Tt will, furthermore, be proper for you to speak of the cap-
ture of our commissioner, of the persons guilty of this outrage,

and of the manner in which it was done, and of the outrages

and insults we have had to bear, even from the lowest private
soldier. Tn fact, you must make a summary of all these mat-
ters, which will go to prove that we have been treated by them
more like enemies than friends, amplifying or extenuating these
matters as will best serve our cause. And upon this point you

must not forget to say that the detention of Gianotto da San

Martino and of his troops was entirely by order of Beaumont ;
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and for our entire justification upon this point you will take his
letter with you, as well as copies and originals of other writings
that will serve for our vindication.

We deem it unnecessary to add anything more for your
information to this commission ; for all the knowledge we have
has been obtained from the camp, where you were personally
present, and could therefore see and know all the facts better
than ourselves. You will therefore enlarge upon these facts
as much as may seem necessary to you, without departing from
the course which we have indicated to you above ; namely, you
will first explain all the causes that have given rise to these
disorders ; and then you will show all that has been done by
us since the departure of the troops from Piacenza, both for the
payment of the stipend, as well as everything else; and when
necessary, you will repel and vindicate us from all charges of
having been the authors of these disorders that have led to the
failure of the enterprise.

- And although we have refrained from blaming the com-
mander, not wishing to incur his enmity, nevertheless when,
speaking before his Majesty the king, or other personages of
importance, the opportunity presents itself of successfully lay-
ing the blame upon him, you will do so energetically, and must

not hesitate to charge him with cowardice and corruption. You

will also state that he had constantly in his tent with him, and
at his table, either one or both of the ambassadors from Lueca,
through whom the Pisans obtained information and adviee of

all our plans and our doings. But until such an opportunity

occurs, you must speak of the commander in an honorable man-
ner, and throw all the blame upon others, and avoid particu-

_ larly saying anything against him in presence of the Cardinal

@’ Amboise ; for we do not wish to lose his good will, unless we
can thereby gain a corresponding advantage in another direc-

-tion.  Our ambassadors can give you all the information, not

only upon this point, but also whether it will do for you to
speak openly of Trivulzio and the others, in which matters they
can best guide you, for they know the favors and disfavors of
the eourt much better than we do.

You may add in justification of the non-construetion of the

‘bridge over the river Osole, that the troops had hastened their

march, and arrived there on the very day when they were

‘expected to reach the bridge over the Serchio.

PSR
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T;)uclling the Luechese, yvou will state th_at- one of t.h-eir am-
bassadors accompanied the Gascons at the time of their de-ffzc-
tion ; and that, whilst the French hel_d.the mouth of the river
Arno, they constantly permitted provisions and troops and mu-
nitions of war, etc. to reach Pisa by way of the river; ar}d_ par-
ticularly that Tarlatino of Citta di Ca,stelh? entergd Pisa in tha_x.t
way with a number of companions; and 1mrr_13dmtely upon his
arrival was placed at the head of all the infantry that was

there.

REGI FRANCORUM.
Die 17 Julii 1500.

CHRISTIANISSIME REX, ETC. — Mittimus ad Ch.ristianissﬂmarp
Majestatem Vestram Franciscum della Qasa et Nlcol‘aum Macﬁk
avellum, nobilissimos cives nostros, quibus ma,_ndawmus r.r;lll a
exponere illi nostro nomine de hi§ qua pertmunffl:dad lﬁebgi
quod gestum est contra Pisanos: quibus precamur hidem ha ;
certisgimam, et quia nostro nomine 10qucnt1}r, et quia presentes
in castris omnia viderunt, poteruntque ob id certissime omnia
renuntiare Majestati Vestre.

PATENTES

PRO NICOLAO MACHIAVELLO ET FRANCISCO DELLA CASA, AD
CHRISTIANISSIMAM REGIAM MAJESTATEM.

Die quo supra (17 Julii 1500).

Ix sending at the present time, on account of certain impor-
tant matters of ours, our respectable a.nd most valued cfmfzelns
Francesco della Casa and Niccolo Machiavelli to the court o ,t 1119
Most Christian King, we beg the friends, confcde'rates, and we ]-
wishers of our republic, and commanq our subJecf?s, thillt l;lcat'1
in going and refurning you will receive them Wlith Ia t c:;
servants, goods, and equipage, an_d treat them. in tle't]ino i
friendly manner everywhere within your dominion, withou
payment of any tolls or taxes. And in case they.should reqmre:
any cuides, escorts, or any other favors for their safe convey

ance to where they wish to go, we pray you promptly to comply
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with their requests. Your doing so will be appreciated by us

in the highest degree, and in similar or more important ocea-

sions we offer you the same service at your good will and
pleasure.

INSTRUCTIONS

GIVEN TO FRANCESCO DELLA CASA AND NICCOLO MA(i‘HIAVELLI
BY LORENZO LENZI, AMBASSADOR, ETC., ETC.

Ix consequence of the absence of Messer Francesco Gualte-
rotti, and the departure of the king from here, 1 shall not be
able to present you to his Majesty, and therefore deem it neces-
sary to give you the following instructions, namely : —

You will follow the court, and upon your arrival there you

will present yourselves to the Cardinal d’Amboise and make
known to him the object of your mission. Say to him that you

have come for the purpose of explaining to his Majesty all that °

has occurred in the camp before Pisa; but that before doing so
you desire to render a full and particular account of it to his
Eminence, so that you may afterwards communicate so much
of it to his Majesty and the Council as his Eminence may deem

proper. In fact, that you are prepared to follow his advice in

all things, inasmuch as our republic looks upon his Eminence

as her chief protector and benefactor. Ask him to present you'

to his Majesty whenever he thinks it best, and to direct you
what, in his judgment, it will be proper for you to communicate
to his Majesty, as well as the manner of doing it. And in your
language to his Eminence be prodigal of assurances of our hav-
ing the most unlimited confidence in him; in short, do all .that
can be done to preserve his favorable disposition towards our
republic, and to derive from it all the advantages possible.
When you enter upon the particulars of the troubles that
oceurred in the camp, you must avoid as much as possible lay-

ing the blame upon M. de Beaumont, particularly in those mat-

ters that cannot be laid to our charge. You may say that the

_ trouble arose from his not having influence enough in camp,

al.ld from the natural gentleness of his character, which caused
him not to be sufficiently feared ‘as he should have been. But
that his intentions always had been most excellent, and that he

i S
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i nﬂ‘“ﬁl manifested the greatest anxiety and displeasure at seeing
~ things go as they did, to our disadvantage and to the discredit
ol hix Majosty ; and that, so far as his talents and labors could
~ produce any good effect, he never relaxed his efforts nor his
A diligenco ; and that the malignity of others was the sole cause

ol ull the disorders. You must reiterate that it was the envy

el bad conduct of those Italians who were in the camp; and

whom you may blame regardlessly, for you will be addressing
your remarks to his Eminence the Cardinal d’Amboise, and in
presence of Monseigneur d’Alby and the Maréchal de Gies.
And when you happen to be alone with his Eminence d’Am-
hoise, you may incidentally state that the conduet of these
Italians had been so bad that there could be no doubt but they
were acting under orders from outside of the camp. You may
point out’ to his Eminence some of the instances mentioned in
your commission, and especially the fact that they had engaged
Rinieri della Sassetta, one of our rebels, and employed him in
the intrigues with the Pisans, in which a great many of the
Lombards participated. In the same way you may refer to
the insolence and brutality of the infantry, and the waste of
provisions of which they were guilty, and from which all the
other troubles originated. Do not fail to testify to the good
eonduct of Saliente. And another matter to which I must eall
your particular attention ig, that if his Eminence d’Amboise
should say to you, when you are alone with him, or in the pres-
ence of the king or any other persons, that M. de Beaumont
had been appointed to the command of the army at the request
of Pietro Soderini, and with our concurrence ; then admit that
you have heard that this was se, and that it could only have
been of advantage for us; for it is most important to preserve
the good will of the Cardinal for objects of greater magnitude,
or when we may need him to relieve us from even heavier
charges.
You will add that you have heard that, notwithstanding what
has occurred, his Majesty is disposed to persevere in carrying
~ on the war against the Pisans, and against all who give them
aid and support, or attempt in any way to injure us. So that
the giege is to be recommenced, and that for that reason it had
lately been agreed with us Ambassadors that the camp shall be -
located in a healthy place in the vicinity of Pisa, and where it
can be conveniently supplied with provisions and other neces-
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saries for making fair war against Pisa, until the siege is re-
sumed ; but that you are ignorant as to the present whereabouts
and the condition of the camp, as well as what Florence may
be able to do; knowing that since the departure of the troops
the Pisans have ravaged the country to our detriment and dis-
honor, which would not have occurred but for the fact that our
reliance upon the troops of his Majesty made us disband our
‘own, 50 as the better to be able to provide for th.e pay of the
army and the other expenses of the war. That it is necessary
promptly to put an end to these insults, and for that reastm,
although without having been asked to do so by our Signoria, we
have resolved to ask of his Majesty as soon as possible to give
orders to his commander and his troops, whenever requested by
the Florentine government, to send two hundred laneces, but not
Italians, to go and remain on Pisan territory; where they are
to be quartered in a convenient and healthy situation, the same
as has been specified for the whole army, and for the purpose of
obtaining the same results. And you may say that you expect
to find his Majesty well disposed to do this, as you have heard
from your Ambassadors that his Majesty had said to them that,
believing his army had crossed the Alps, he intended to send
one hundred fresh lances into the Pisan territory for the pur-
pose of carrying his objects into execution. But that in-your
judgment this number would be insufficient to make itself
feared ; and that their coming would be rather late, inasmuch
as the Pisans had taken fresh courage. Nevertheless, this num-
ber would be better than the whole army, for, whilst they would
answer the immediate purpose, it would be easier to supply
them with provisions, and they would be a less heavy charge;
and moreover, if the whole army were there, it would be a
shame not to press the place more closely ; whilst the small
number would scem to be there merely to prevent further in-
sults, until the siege could be really resumed in earnest. It
would also show that his Majesty had no thought of abandon-
ing the enterprise, which would comport with his dignity as
well as our interests. You must also ask his Majesty to allow
Giovanni Bentivogli to come to our aid with his forees, he be-
ing animated by the desire to do so in honor of his Majesty

and for our benefit, whenever his Majesty will deign to permit.

it, for he deems it his duty to do nothing without his Majesty’s
consent.
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- The persons upon whose influence with his Most Christian
Majesty we can most depend are, first, the Cardinal d’Amboise,
Monseigneur @’Alby,—in fact, I may say the whole house of
Amboise; the Maréchal de Gies, and Monseigneur General
.Robertet, whom you will see as often as you can, and let him
see that you have full faith in him, which you will find to your=
advantage.

I had forgotten to name the Grand Chancellor, who, although
he has the reputation of being favorably ineclined towards the
Lucchese, yet is our friend, and you may safely trust him.
Show equal confidence to Messer Jacopo da Trivulzi, and when
you come to discuss matters with him, give him to understand
that you intend to follow his counsels, and recommend our city
to him. The same with Ligny; when you have occasion to talk
with him, show him confidence, and use all means to dispose
him favorably towards us, or at any rate as little unfavorably
as possible,

You have been informed of what the Cardinal has lately
written, showing that he is inclined to accept the excuses of
the Lucchese. 1t is possible that on your arrival you may find
that this matter has not yet heen finally disposed of ; if this be
s0, then let his Eminence know the manner in which the Lue-
chese have conducted themselves towards us, making it appear
as bad as you can, without, however, manifesting any passion.
And having done all this, you will say to his Eminence that our
Signoria will approve whatever he may decide; but if, with re-
gard to the reinforcements asked for the enterprise against
Pisa, his Eminence should be of the opinion that things ought
to be left as they are until after the capture of the city, then I
think you should insist upon such reinforcements, which would
act as a stimulant to keep the Lucchese in greater fear, and
make them more circumspect. The same with the Pisans, and
such as are disposed to aid them, for they also would feel more
restrained by a greater terror than if all the troops were re-
called, which would reanimate the courage of the Pisans and of
their allies.

Above all, do not dispute upon any of the points on which
you see that his Eminence has formed a definite judgment; and
when you find him decided npon any particular course, approve
all he has done, for the power and good will of the king of
France will make up for all that we might lack. And do not

VOL. IIL 4
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fail tb say to the Cardinal d’Amboise that the report which has
been made to him in relation to the conduct of the Lucchese
may be the result of ignorance of the individual who made it,
or'he may have been influenced by some other motive. Never-
theless, after you have done all you can in the matter, you
must conform to the will of his Eminence.

LETTER L

MaenrricexT aNDp ILLUSTRIOUS SIGNORI, ETC., ETC. : —

Having but just now heard of the departure of the courier,
we have no time to write to your Lordships other than most

briefly to inform you that, after travelling with the utmost

speed, we arrived here on Sunday the 26th of this month, but
found that the king had left. To enable us therefore to exe-
cute your Lordships’ commission, and some other instructions
given us by your Ambassador Lorenzo Lenzi, with regard to
the troops of Messer Giovanni Bentivogli, ete., we propose
mounting horses here to-morrow, it being impossible to follow
the king by post, and to proceed as rapidly as possible to such
place as will be most suitable for having an audience of his
Majesty. We shall use all diligence and care faithfully to
make known to him all that you have charged us with{ and
will then report fully and at length to your Lordships, which
it is not in our power to do to-day.
Valeant Dominationes vestre.
Servitores
Fraxcesco pELLA CAsa et

- Livows, 28 July, 1500. Niccoro MACHIAVELLL

- LETTER II.

MagxrrroexT SIGNORI : —
As the courier of yesterday eould not wait we had to write

- but very briefly to your Lordships, but stated amongst other

things the causes of our having arrived here a little later per-
haps than your Lordships could have desired. The cause of

- Cosnd) :
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this delay was an unforeseen accident, whic 5‘=gb§liged uSQ,SE0RY:
on the road. On arriving here we found ﬂ sft;Messef i
cesco Gualterotti had left with the court, as sf‘é,ie"&m our R
of yesterday, and had taken the road to San Aﬂﬁénﬁ‘q{:_ .
Lordships may judge of our disappointment ; partf’etﬂ-a,@g fad
obliged us to execute our commission as though we ourselves
were ambassadors. '

We communicated to his Magnificence Lorenzo Lenzi the
object of our coming and of the commission with which we
had been charged by your Lordships, all of which he listened
to with attention, and examined with his habitual prudence.
Our justification as to the raising of the siege of Pisa seemed
to him complete, and calculated to confute all attempts to
blame us, whenever heard and examined. His Magnificenece
afterwards explained to us the position of the affairs of our
republic with his Majesty, and stated what he had written to .
your Lordships, in consequence of the determination of the
king to keep his men-at-arms and infantry in healthy loca-
tions on Pisan territory, and convenient for attacking the
Pisans at any moment, until he should return from Troyes,
whither he had gone now to have an understanding with the
Emperor of Germany’s ambassador for the reorganization of
his army and a fresh attempt at the capture of Pisa. He
stated that all this had been communicated by himself and
his colleague to your Lordships; but as in your reply you had
declined this proposition, they did not deem it proper to lay it
before the king, but had decided at once to write you again,
suggesting to your Lordships once more carefully to examine
the matter, and that they are still awaiting your reply, which
his Majesty also desires to have; for every time that he has

seen D’Amboise he has asked after the ambassadors. i ; o

We have said, in answer to all this, that we thought the
probable reason of the coldness of your reply, and your non- : E
acceptance of the king’s offer, was the want of success in the ]

) SR

siege of Pisa, which had disappointed the general expectation,
and had brought little honor to the king and great injury to
our republic. So that your Lordships, from the experience

you have had, can never again have confidence in those troops ;
and that the collecting of five hundred men-at-arms and three ;
thousand infantry around Cascina, according to the latest re- 1

solve of the king, would be impossible, in view of their charac-
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ter, etc., ete. ; for they could not be supplied with provisions for
any length of time. Adding that it would not redound to his
Majesty’s honor that so large a number of his troops should re-
main here merely to ravage an already wasted and exhausted
country, without laying regular siege to a city that had been

many times besieged and closely pressed by your Lordships

with a less numerous force.

These considerations, we said, might possibly have caused
your Lordships not to listen to what your ambassadors had
written ; and we enlarged upon this in such manner, narrating
the events of recent occurrence, and the spirit and disposition
of these troops, that he remained silent, and almost changed
his views. And in the discussion as to the means of satisfying
the king, to whom we would have to speak before receiving
your Lordship’s answer, the ambassador was of opinion, that,
since his Majesty was inclined to temporize with his troops on
Pisan territory until a regular resumption of the siege could
be organized, we ought to point out to his Majesty that this
could be done equally well with a much less number of men-
at-arms, and without infantry. That in fact, if his Majesty
thought proper to leave, or, in case they should already have
left, to send back two hundred of his lances, to he stationed
between Cascina and Vico, and who could scour the country
daily up to the very walls of Pisa, being supported by our in-
fantry, his Majesty would gain time, as has been said, until a
reorganization of the entire enterprise; and your Lordships
would profit by the king’s credit, without incurring any fur-
ther expense for men-at-arms, whilst the king would consider
himself in a manner interested in the success of the enterprise
from seeing his name connected with it, and consequently his
honor. The ambassador thought that his Majesty would read-
ily consent to this, having alrcady offered one hundred lances
in support of your interests, when under the impression that
his army had already passed through the territory of Parma,
as had been reported to him. Adding, however, that all this
ought not to be asked of his Majesty until your Lordships had
decided whether you would avail yourselves of this support.
Now although we charge ourselves very reluctantly with this
commission, as not being comprised in your orders to us, vet,
being only eonditional, we shall execute it so soon as the op-
portunity is given to us to be with the king or the Cardinal
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d’Amboise. And we will endeavor to obtain letters to these
captains, instructing them to place two hundred lances at
your disposal, if you request it. Your Lordships, however,
can examine the whole subject, and will then communicate to
us your decision at length. We have nothing else of interest
to mention from here to-day. ° '

We leave here positively to-morrow to follow the court; we
have been obliged to defer our departute in consequence of our
having arrived here denuded of everything, and having to pro-
cure at the same time horses, wearing apparel, and servants.
All this has become very difficult because of the recent depart-
ure of the court; they having stripped the whole country
around of all means of travel and transport. Thus the small
compensation which we receive, and the heavy expenses to
which we are subjected with little prospect of being reim-
bursed, cause us no little anxiety. But we have every degree
of ‘(l:(‘ml.‘td(:nco in your Lordships’ diseretion and kindness.

In passing through Bologna we had an interview with Messer
Giovanni Bentivogli in accordance with your Lordships’ instrue-
tions ; and after having spoken to him about:the mules that
had been taken, ete., ete., we offered him on behalf of your
Lordships all our good offices during the expedition ; which
his Lordship accepted in a suitable manner, thanking us and
offering his own in return. We shall do what we can to ren-
der him service, and so that he may be permitted to come to
your assistance, in accordance with your late instructions to
the ambassadors; for Lorenzo Lenzi is, to our great regret,
positively determined not to follow the court, but to return to
Florence. ; \

It remains for us to inform your Lordships that we met
between Parma and Piacenza several 'thousand Swiss, who
had formed part of the army, and who were now returning
home. Although this fact ought to have been made known
to you by Pellegrino Lorini, yet we deem it well not to omit
mentioning it, so that your Lordships may avail of the infor-
mation when oceasion offers.

We recommend- ourselves to your Lordships,- que  bene

valeant.
Servitores

FrancEsco DELLA Casa,

Niccoro MACHIAVELLI.
Lyoxs, 29 July, 1500.
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LETTER . IIL

 MAGNIFICENT SIGNORI:-—

By the enclosed we have informed your Lordships of what
had oecurred up to that time. The presentis to let you know
that at this very moment, it being the twenty-first hour, we are
about to leave for the court; so that we may communicate to
his Majesty the king the object of the mission which your

Lordships have confided to us. We shall endeavor with the |

utmost celerity to make up for the time which we were un-
avoidably obliged to lose in putting ourselves in proper condi-

‘tion, and to supply ourselves with all the necessaries for the

purpose of proceeding, which involved many difficulties and
much experse, as already stated in the enclosed.

It remains for us now most respectfully to remind your
Lordships that it may readily happen that we shall have to

despatch special couriers to you for matters of great impor-

tance; but which we shall not be able to do, being without
money or credit. It becomes necessary therefore that your
Lordships should think of ordering either Nasi or Dei, or some
other of the merchants, to forward our despatches, with promise
of prompt compensation for such service; for unless this is
done we shall be helpless, and might be charged with neglect
without any fault of ours. We shall be equally embarrassed,
in consequence of our being destitute of money, by the couriers
whom your Lordships may think proper to despateh to us.
We have deemed it proper to make this state of things known
to you, so that your Lordships may have compassion on us.
We can but do our best to perform our duty, and the impossi-
bility of doing it will always serve as our justification in the
eyes of everybody.
Bene valeant Dominationes vestre!
Servitores
FraNcESCO DELLA CAsa,
NiccoLo MACHIAVELLL
Livoxs, 30 July, 1500.
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LETTER IV.

MAGNIFICENT SIGNORI:—

Your Lordships know what salary was assigned to me on
our departure from Florences and also the amount accorded to
Francesco della, Casa. Doubtless this was done under: the be-
Lief that in the natural course of things I would have occasion
to spend less money than Francesco. Such however has not
been the case; for not finding his Most Christian Majesty at
Lyons, I had to provide myself with horses, servants, and
clothing, the same as he; and thus following the court has
obliged me to incur the sae xpenscs as Francesco. It seems

to me, therefore, beyond a1l human and divine reason that I -

should not have the same emoluments. If the expenses which
1 incur seem to your Lordships too great, then I would observe
that they are quite as useful as those of Francesco’s, or that
the twenty ducats allowed me per month are simply thrown
away. If in your opinion the latter is the case, then I beg
your Lordships to recall me; but if it be not so, then T trust
your Lordships will take such measures that I may not ruin
myself, and that at least I may be credited in Florence with
the amounts for which I am compelled to become indebted
here. For 1 pledge you my faith that up to the present mo-
ment I have spent already forty ducats of my own, and have
requested my brother at Florence to make me an advance of
seventy ducats more. :

I recommend myself again to your Lordships, and beg that
a faithful servant of yours may not, without any fault of his
ow1, be subjected to shane® and loss in the performance of ser-
vices that bring to others profit and honor.

Humilissimus servitor
Nicoono MACHIAVELLL
From S, Prerze, 5 August, 1500-
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LETTER V.

MAGNIFICENT SIGNORI:—

As we informed you by our last, we left Lyons on the 80th ul-
timo, and made every effort to join the court, with all the speed
that our wretched horses would permit, having been obliged to
puy such ag we could get. We should have succeeded ere this
in overtaking the court, had it not been that his Majesty has
travelled more rapidly than usual, and has varied his route
pecause of the sickness that prevails in this country; so that
in several instances where we attempted to take a shorter and
more direct road for the purpose of gaining time, we have actu-
ally gone farther away from him. Nevertheless we reached to-
day this little town of St. Pierre le Moutier, about five leagues
from Nevers, where we were told we should find the king, so
that we hope confidently to overtake his Majesty to-morrow.
We shall as soon as possible execute your Lordships® com-
mission ; also the additional instruetions given us by our am-
passador, and which we communicated to your Lordships in
our last. And so soon as we shall have been able to do this, we
ghall immediately notify your Lordships of the result, sending
our letter to Rinieri Dei at Lyons, for which we shall pay with
what little money may remain in our purses; for the sum
which you have given us has enabled us to pay only about two
thirds of the expenses which we have incurred thus far.

We take our chance in sending you this letter, as we de- .

gire that your Lordships shall be informed day by day of our
progress, and because we know how disagreeable it would be
for your Lordships if there were any delay in receiving our
reports, even if there be nothing of importance to commu-
picate.
Servitores
Francesco peLLA Casa,
Niccono MACHIAVELLI

St. PierRE LE MoUTIER, 5 August, 1500.
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LETTER VI

MaerrIcENT SreNomi: — -

Since our departure from Lyons, we have written you twice
from different places, and advised your Lordships of the causes
that have delayed our joining the court, which we will not now
reiterate, partly because we do not wish to weary your Lord-
ships, and partly because we assume that our letters have
reached you safely, although we sent them at a venture. Since

then we have continued our route in disregard of all the fa-
tigue and fear of sickness which prevails in this country; and

with God’s help we have arrived here, where we found his
Majesty with a very small court, on account of the limited size
of the place. Immediately after dismounting we presented
ourselves before his Eminence the Cardinal d’Amboise; and
although wehad no letters for him from your Lordships, which
it would have been well for us to have had, we exposed to him
summarily on your behalf and on the part of the ambassadors
the cause of our coming, and recommended your interests to
him, as your only protector, in whom your Lordships always
had and continued to have the most entire confidence.

His Eminence replied briefly, showing by his remarks that
there was no great occasion for vindicating your conduct as
regards the occurrences in camp, which were already an old
affair ; but that it was of much greater importance to think of
repairing the losses in honor and profit which his Majesty as
well as yourselves had experienced in consequence. And then
he began immediately to question us ag to what we thought of
recommencing the.enterprige. To this we could make no re-
ply, for we arrived at that very moment at the king’s quarters.
His Majesty, having just dined, was taking a little repose ; but
a few moments afterwards he arose, and, having learnt from
the Cardinal d’Amboise the object of our coming, he had us
called, and after we had presented our credentials, his Majesty
made us enter an adjoining cabinet, where he gave us most
graciously a very satisfactory audience; to which none of the
French seigneurs were admitted exeept his Eminence the Car-
dinal d’Amboise and Robertet. All the other lords of the
council being absent, Messer Gianjacopo Trivulzio, the Bishop
of Novara, and two others of the Palavicini, were called in, as
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they happened to be there, and remained throughout the whole
audience.

In conformity with your Lordships’ instructions we began by
submitting that inasmuch as the enterprise against Pisa and
the siege of the city had, to our great prejudice and the great
discredit of his Majesty’s army, an entirely different issue from
his other most fortunate and successful enterprises, and as we
had ourselves been present at all the events that had occurred
in camp, we had been sent by your Lordships to explain to his
Majesty that the cause of the raising of the siege of Pisa was
in no way chargeable to any aet or neglect on your part. We
then related, according to our instructions, all the details as
far as seemed to the purpose, and more particularly all that re-
lated to the departure from camp of the Gascons, the outrages
of the Swiss, and the carrying off of .our commissioner, and to
the constant parleying of the French commander with the en-
emy. We also mentioned the insulting manner in which your
Lordships and all the Florentines had been spoken of, and
how all this had inspired the Pisans with fresh - courage to
defend themselves, contrary to the expectations of everybody ;
and how all this had been the chief cause of the ruin of the
enterprise. It did not seem to wus advisable, notwithstand-
ing your orders upon this point, specially to accuse any Ital-
ians; for the individuals whom we have named being  pres-
ent, we thought that such a public accusation would be likely
to make us more cnemies, rather than prove of advantage to
our cause.

The king and D’Amboise replied that the failure of the en-
terprise against Pisa was as much due to your shortcomings
as to those of the king’s army ; and when we answered that we
really did not know wherein your Lordships had been wanting,
they alleged the lack of provisions, munitions, and of many
other things, observing at the same time that it was not worth
while to say anything more about the matter, as it would only
lead to endless recriminations. :

Nevertheless, deeming it our duty to avail of the occasion
* to vindicate ourselves from such charges, we said that your
Lordships had never failed to furnish the most abundant sup-
. ply of provisions, and that there never had been any deficiency,
but that they had been wantonly wasted, and that those who
had brought them into camp had been overwhelmed with all
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sorts of insults and bad treatment; and that if at any time it
had seemed to any one that there was not_a §ufﬁ.clent abun-
dance, it was solely due to the injudicious distribution and t_-he
waste to which we had referred; and when we offered tE} give
some special details upon this point, they cut us short in our
statement. : e

As to the ammunition and the pay, in the furmsh%ng of
which we were accused of having been tardy, et_c.,‘we replied, as
to the first point, that your Lordships had supplied more than
what the king’s chief of artillery had cs.xlled for; and as to the
second, that the money had arrived in camp at the proper
time, but that the paying of the troops had been deferre.d some
five or six days because the captains of the companies had
themselves so ordered it, as they did not care to have_ the
troops paid any sooner. Respecting the Gascons, his Majesty

showed several times in the course of his remarks that he .

was cognizant of their perfidy and treason, and that he should
not fail to have them punished. And whel_l we remarked that
they had gone off by sea, his Majesty said that he _had or-
dered their arrest and punishment on their arrival in their
own country. S :
In relation to the carrying off of our commissioner, of W_lnch
we spoke very fully, c-haracterizin.g the act as bru‘ta.l and 1r}fa-
mous, they only said that the Swiss were lnlﬂ"ie ]lal'{lt of acting
thus, and of practising similar extortions. _H'IS Majesty finally
cut the discussion short by admitting that his troops had not
done their duty, but that there had been equal remissness on
our part ; adding that Beaumont had not alw_ays made himself
obeved as he ought to have done, and- that, if .there had been

. another commander who had more thoroughly enforced obe-

dience, the enterprise would not have ffmiled. ; Haying been
advised by our ambassador that the Cardinal d’Amboise held
Beaumont in great affection, and that the. least censure of
Beaumont would be displeasing to the (Cardinal, we were very
careful, whilst admitting on the one hand that ’Fhe.re had. begn
great lack of discipline; beyond all reasonable limits, which in
fact had been the cause of all the disorders, to say on_the
other hand that we had always found Beaumont extremely jeal-
ous of his Majesty’s honor, and very friendly to our country, a,lu.i
that, if the others had shown an equal good will ané% dlSPOSl—
tion with Beaumont, we should doubtless have been Vle]OI‘lOUS.'
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And thus we sueceeded in satisfying the Cardinal, to whom

we knew that what we had said of Beaumont would be most -

agrecable, and at the same time not contradicting the king’s
conclusions as to want of discipline, etc., etc.

As it seemed to his Majesty that enough had been said on
these matters, he turned towards us and said: “ Since now this
“enterprise has ended in a manner so prejudicial to yourselves,
“and so little creditable to myself, and with a view to prevent
“my army from ever experiencing a similar check, it is neces-
“sary to come to some decision as to what had best be done
“for the recovery of my honor, and at the same time your in-
“terests. Some days ago already I made my views known to
“your Signoria through their ambassadors, and also through
“one of my couriers whom I despatched for that purpose to
“Tuscany. I have thus far done all 1 possibly can, and wish
“to do the same for the future, and only ask you to let me
“have your answer.”

To this we replied that we had no orders from your Lordships
upon that point, and that our instruetions were confined to the

- events that had occurred in camp, and at which we had been
personally present. But that our opinion was, that the people
of Florence, who had been involved for so many years in a
continual and most onerous war, seeing the unhappy and un-
expected issue of this last enterprise, had become impressed
with the idea that, owing either to their ill fortune or to their
numerous enemies, both within and without Italy, they had
nothing more to hope for; that they had lost all confidence,
and consequently the courage and the strength necessary for
venturing upon another enterprise. But that if once his Ma-
jesty restored Pisa to our hands, so that we could see a cer-
tain reward for the expenses which we should have to ineur
anew, in that case we confidently believed that your Lord-
ships would justly and amply compensate his Majesty for his
‘outlays. :

- At these words the king, the Cardinal, and the other persons
present began all to cry out, saying that it would be Very unseems-
ly for the king to make war for our benefit and at his expense,
We at once replied that such was in no way our intention,

- but that we meant that his Majesty should be fully reimbursed

for all the expenses incurred after having placed Pisa in our

hands. To which it was answered, that the king would always
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do his duty according to the stipulations of the treaty;* and
that, if your Lordships failed in yours, his Majesty would be
excused by the whole world. The king himself added, that
Pisa and Montepuliciano were as much in his power as Pietra-
santa and Mutrone, if he wished to keep them for himself ;
giving us to understand thereby that, if he did not keep them,
it was merely from his desire strictly to keep his engagements.
Thereupon Messer Gianjacopo Trivulzio turned towards us and
said that, if we allowed this opportunity to be lost, which the
king’s will-and disposition, as well as other circumstances,
rendered so favorable, your Lordships would in all probability
never be able to recover your losses, and especially not by
these means. We made no reply to this except that what we
had suggested was our individual opinion, and that we had no
instructions upon this point from your Lordships. Whereupon
the king and D’Amboise remarked that, inasmuch as we had
left Florence before the arrival there of the king’s courier, it
was not surprising that we had received no instructions upon
that point.

We suggested that we should receive within a very few days
a reply from your Lordships to his Majesty’s letter, whereupon
the king said, that without such a reply and a definite decision
on your part it would be impossible to proceed any further in
this matter; and that it was important that your Lordships
should decide at once, so that he might know whether or not
to disband the infantry, which remained on the ground at your
Lordships’ disposal, giving us to understand at the same time
that the expense thereof was at your charge; and that whilst
awaiting your Lordships’ reply we might go on to Montargis,
where he would be himself within three days. And with that
conclusion we took our leave.

In our reply touching the matter of Pisa we conformed

#* The treaty with the king of France was concluded at Milan, 12 October,
1499, by Monsignore Cosimo de’ Pazzi, Bishop of Arezzo, and Pietro Soderini,
who afterwards became perpetual Gonfalonier. The republic of Florence obli-
gated herself by this treaty to defend the French possessions in Italy, with four
hundred men-at-arms and three thousand infantry; also to aid the king of
France in the conquest of Naples with five hundred men-at-arms and a subsidy
of fifty thousand florins. And the king of France, on his part, bound himself to
defend the Florentines, against whoever might attack them, with six hundred
lances and four thousand infantry; and to put them in possession of Pisa again,
and all the other places which they had lost by the coming of Charles VIIL into
Italy, excepting such as were held by the Genoese. ‘

S P e v ARy

o e

S e B e e R

L A o o S R e B



62 MISSION TO THE

strictly to your Lordships intentions ; for although no in-

structions had been given us upon this point, yet havmw read
at Lyons your Lordships’ last letters to our ambassadms,
which, in fact, we had here with us, and which state that a
reply upon tlm point would be c\plessly sent to his Majesty,
we availed ourselves of the occasion respectfully to make such
reply “to him, being convineed that it could not in any way
affect whatever new decision your Lordships may have made.
We hope most earnestly that our conduet may be satisfactory
to your Lords]upq

This is all we have to communicate to your Lordships, up
to the present, in relation to the execution of our commission.
We should have enlarged more amply upon certain points but
for the consideration wluch we were obliged to have for the
Italians who were present, and also because we knew that
such discussions could not but be disagrecable to the king and
D’Amboise; first, because they regarded this' whole matter as
a thing of the past, and as it were already digested; and next,
because we should have made them hear some particulars little
creditable to their honor and government. Nevertheless, we
thought that we ought not to leave any important particulars
unnoticed, except such as we have referred to above ; and these
we shall relate to the king and the Cardinal on some other
and more suitable occasion. We mean more especially the
matter of the Lucchese, respecting which we had given some
intercepted letters to Robertet, who advised us to lmv such
portions of them as it was proper to make known translated
into French, showing thus that he attached some importance
to them. It was from him also that we learnt that the Luec-
chese ambassadors had been recalled on the day previous, so
that they might appear at court.

Your Lordslnps had also written to our ambassadors to
obtain permission from the king for Messer Giovanni Benti-

vogli to come with his troops to your assistance. Lorenzo

Lenzi had also directed us to ask his Majesty to leave two
hundred lances for the protection of your 1nterc%ts, but we
did not think it advisable to speak of this matter in the pres-
ence of the other Italians; but we took General Robertet aside,
and made your Lordshlps wishes known to him with regard
to Messer Giovanni’s troops, but did not mention anythnw
else to him. He replied, that he hardly thought such a fecble

i
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 assistance would be needed by‘us, as the king’s troops were

at Pietrasanta, and in condition to make effectual war, and
that only quite lately one hundred more lances had been sent
there. Nevertheless so soon as his Majesty comes to Mon-
targis we shall speak to him and D’Amboise about this matter;
and unless we should receive contrary orders from your Lord-
ships, we shall endeavor to obtain the permission and the num-
ber of troops you ask for.

Having arrived only to-day, we are unable to say anything
as to what is going on here. The reason why his Majesty has
given up his visit to Troyes, and has come here instead, is not
clearly known ; although we ‘had heard on the road that the
Emperor’s ambassadors, who were to have gone there, will not
go. We shall endeavor to ascertain the truth more fully, and
will inform your Lordshlps in our next letters.

Servitores
Francesco pELLA Casa,

N1ccore MACHIAVELLL
Nevers, 7 August, 1500.

P. 5. — We have kept this letter until to-day, 10th August,
as we had no opportunity of sending it sooner, although we
made every effort to do so. We send it now, by some one who
is going to Lyons, to Rinieri Dei, who is to forward it by first
express. We are now at Montargis, where his Majesty also
arrived this morning; but we ha,ve as yet no further news to
communicate to your Lordships, to whom we again recom-

" mend ourselves.

LETTER VII.

MaexiricexT SieNoRI, ETC., ETC.:—

[The beginning of this letter is a copy of the preceding one,
after which it continues : —]

To here is a copy of our last letter of the Tth, which we
could not send until the 10th from Montargis. In the ex-
ecution of so much of your Lordships’ orders as had not
already been attended to, we called upon the Cardinal d’Am-
boise, and were fortunate in having a good long audience
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from him. We had translated the intercepted letter of Piero
da Poggio of Lucea into French, and begged his Eminence to
read and examine it, as he would find in it many particulars
that would prove to him in the most evident manner that the
Lucchese had manifestly acted adversely to his Majesty the
king. Seeing that the Cardinal did not care to read it, we began
to relate to him some of the main points of the letter, but his

Eminence promptly objected, and said that a report from Beau-

mont and the other captains proved that the Lucchese had
never acted adversely to his Majesty, but had served him more
effectually, and with a better will, than the Florentines, and
more especially in the matter of provisions. To this we replied,
that it seemed very strange to us that the Lucchese, with a
show of fair words and by the influence of some friends, should
prevail over truth itself; that in fact we had always striven
to uphold the honor of the king, whilst the conduct of the Lue-

chese had been directly the reverse, and more especially in the

affair of Pisa. We wanted again to submit to his Eminence
the translation of the letter mentioned above, but he declined ;
and when we offered to leave it with him, he cared nof to
aceept it.

On our observing to the Cardinal that we had learnt that the
Lucchese ambassadors had been called back to the court, he
answered promptly that, not having found them at fault in
any way, he deemed it proper to have them recalled. His Emi-
nence then began to tell us that, when Corcou was at Florence,
e had made known to your Lordships how favorably the king
was disposed towards our republic, and most particularly in
relation to the matter of Pisa; and then he complained that
your Lordships had been reluctant to take any measures for
the success of that enterprise; and, further, that you had been
unwilling, or carved not, to have his Majesty’s troops in garrison
within the Florentine territory; and, moreover, that you had
refused to pay what was due to the Swiss, although it was pro-
vided in their engagement that they should have pay for their
return home; and, finally, his Eminence charged the ill success
of the expedition against Pisa entirely to our short-comings.
To these charges we replied, first, that our republic was ex-

. hausted by the many protracted wars, and, moreover, that the

people of Florence could not and ought not to have any con-
fidence in such ill-disciplined troops, who had shown them-
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selves so ill disposed towards our republic. His Eminence
anslwere_d the same as he had done on a former occasidn thjét
1‘)e_s.1des the insufficient measures taken by the Florentine's, théy,
were not even united amongst themselves. We express-eé our
astonishment that he should hold such an 6pinion, which was
fmltogether erroncous. The Cardinal said that he had been so
informed by all the Frenchmen who had been at Florence
W_e assured him that they could not have heard or known am‘l
?:l.nng of the kind, as our republic was perfectly united upon all
important matters, and most particularly in the desire to re-
cover Pisa, as was proved by the energetic measures adopted
I raising and sending the money required for that purpose
and which could only be obtained by the concurrence of twc;
thirds of all the citizens of Florence. We begged his Eminence
to reflect well upon the character of the individuals who had
m;_lde such statements to him, as also upon the nature of the
things reported to him. = As to the pay of the Swiss, we ob-
served that your Lordships were not bound to pay t.I,mm for
they had not performed the service required of them, and,héd
refused to mount guard or stand sentinel, and, moreover, had
nearly all disbanded. To which the Cardinal replied that ,your
Lordships ought to pay them; for if you did not, the king
Wlould have to do it with his own means, which would make
him greatly dissatisfied with your conduct. Respecting the :
complaint that the enterprise failed in consequence ofbyour
short-comings, we recalled to him very briefly the diso.rd/ers
that had broken out in camp, and closed by saying that,.if
his Majesty had not been informed that a great pa;rt of ’the
wagons had been stolen, and the remainder badly distributed
then the truth had been studiously withheld from him. We, '
urg:ed again that we had come here prepared to submit to the
strictest investigation, for the purpose of proving the truth that
your Lordships had always supplied abundance of every"thiﬁcr
that was nceded. His Eminence answered by declaring an;r
further discussion useless, and that he was astonished at yvour

~ Lordships’ unwillingness to do anything to recommence the

ex}terprise, and at the proposition that the king should restore
PlS'a;-tO you at his own expense. We expressed at once our '
conviction tha.t your Lordships intended to do your duty in the
matter to the utmost extent of your ability; but sinece the late
attempt had resulted in the manner known to his Eminence, it
VOL. IIL 5 :
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“was not to be wondered at that the republic of Florence, fed so

long with vain hopes, should mistrust the future, and that con-
sequently she lacked men and money to undertake a fresh
enterprise ; but that.it was a small matter for his Majesty the
king to make so inconsiderable a war at his own expense, pro-
vided only that in the end he was victorious, which could not
fail to be the case, especially when it became known that the
enterprise was carried on absolutely in his Majesty’s name and
at his expense; for that would keep any of our neighbors or
enemies from venturing to interfere at the risk of offending his
Majesty. We concluded by saying to his Eminence, that, if the
king would assume the enterprise from fhe beginning as his
own, it would not only be more easy, but most certain of suc-

- cess; that it would redound more to the honor of his Majesty, -

and would give greater satisfaction to your Lordships, and

- really without any burden of expense to his Majesty, as it was

always your intention to reimburse the king, in strict accord-
ance with the treaty stipulations, immediately upon the resti-
tution to them of the city of Pisa. ;

All these arguments produced no effect upon his Eminence,

who constantly replied that the king would never agree to such -

a proposition. Robertet also told us, that such a proposition
on the part of your Lordships seemed almost as if made in
derision of the king, and that his Majesty was so dissatisfied
and ill content with your disposition that really he did not see
any person at court who, under the circumstances, could re-
main your friends, or could support your interests. Subse-
quently we stated to his Eminence that, in addition to the
other causes that discouraged the people of Florence, was the
non-restitution of Pietrasanta, which was now in his Majesty’s
possession. To which he replied, that he had informed Pietro
Soderini that the reason of this non-restitution was a promise
made to the Lucchese not to restore Pietrasanta to your Lord-

ships until after the taking of Pisa. We said that of all others

that was precisely the reason that induced the Lucchese to put
every obstacle in the way of our recovering Pisa; and, more-
over, that his Majesty the king had obligated himself to restore
Pietrasanta to your hands before ever he made any promise to

the Luechese, and that the first pledge and obligation ought to-

have precedence. His Eminence assured us that all of his
Majesty’s obligations would be fulfilled, provided your Lord-
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ships would do their duty in recovering Pisa; but if you would
not, then the king would hold you responsible.

We asked his Eminence to obtain from the king the author-
ization and letters to Messer Giovanni Bentivogli, so that he

‘may come to your aid with his men-at-arms and infantry, as

requested by your Lordships. He said that he would do it

with pleasure, and has ordered the letters asked for to be writ-

ten; and so soon as we receive them we will forward them to

your Lordships, to whom we humbly recommend ourselves.

; Servitores ;
FraNCESCO DELLA Casa,

Niccoro MacCHIAVELLI,
Montarers, 11 August, 1500. -

—_—

LETTER VIIL

MAGNIFICENT SIGNORI : —

Uncertain whether your Lordships have received the pre-
vious letters which I have addressed to you on my own ac-

ccount, I venture once more to write to your Lordships, so as

not to be wanting to myself in the straits in which I am. At
our departure from Florence, your Lordships assigned to Fran-
eesco della Casa eight lire per day, and only four lire to me. T
doubt not that your Lordships had good reasons for doing so,
but that you did not suppose that things would happen as they
have done. Now you must know, Magnificent Signori, that I
follow the court at my own expense, and that in every way I
am obliged to spend just as much as Francesco. I therefore
entreat your Lordships either to accord to me the same salary
as Francesco, or that you will recall me, so that I may not im-
poverish myself, which I am sure cannot be your Lordships’
wish. I have already spent forty ducats of my own, and have
given orders on my brother Totto for seventy ducats more.
Again I recommend myself most earnestly to your Lordships.
: Servitor humilissimus-

_ NiccoLo MACHIAVELLI.
Montarers, 12 August, 1500.
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LETTER IX.

MAGNIFICDNT SIGNORE ; = :

We had not yet sent off the enclosed, which Is in part a copy
of one of our previous letters, when wo roceived by the courier
Bolognino, who had been sent by Nasi to Lyons, your Lord-

ships’ last letters of Sth instant, with two enclosures, the one .

for his Most Christinn Majesty, and the othor for his Eminence
the Cardinal d’Amboise; also copies of vour correspondence
wilh Corcou and Beaumont; also the deposition of the wit-
nesses in relation to the Lucchese. Aftor carefully reading
and examining them all, we called at once upon the Cardinal,
his Majesty the king having left three hours before to hunt
some three leagues from here, whence, according to what some

persons say, he is going about seven leagues farther to a prop- .

erty belonging to the Grand Admiral, to remain some days for
his pleasure, after which he will return here. It is difficult,
however, to get at the exact truth, owing to the natural uncer-
tainties of the court.

After presenting ourselves before his Eminence the Cardinal,
we handed him the letters from your Lordships, and informed
him that you had advised us of your having sent commissioners
towards Pescia, to arrange with Corcou and the other captains
for the distribution of the quarters to the men-at-arms of his
Majesty on Florentine territory; adding, so far as circum-
stances would permit, such remarks as seemed to us suitable to
make this matter more aceeptable to him; for we found him
closely engaged with Monseigneur d’Alby. We have stated in
the enclosed how his Eminence had spoken to us, at our in-
terview with him yesterday, of the answer which Corcou had
reported as having been made to him by your Lordships, and
how he had complained to him of thé want of confidence which
we had shown him, as well as of many other things, all which
we have reported in the enclosed. We deemed it proper to say
in reply to his Eminence, that Corcou had doubtless misinter-
preted your Lordships’ reply, since you had proposed that the
men-at-arms should be quartered in a healthy locality upon

- Pisan territory, whence they could press the Pisans closely;

and where they would be amply supplied with everything, and
would in all respects be well cared for by your Lordships; and
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that you had always left it to Corcou to decide what eourse
to pursue, he being better acquainted with the king’s will than
any one else. His Eminence seemed well satisfied with your
having sent commissioners for assigning quarters to the men-
at-arms ; nevertheless, he intimated to us that he expected
letters from the captains upon this matter, and that they would
undoubtedly go fully into details on this subject. And as to
our suggestion respecting Corcou’s having misinterpreted the
reply, etec., and that consequently he could not make it fairly
known here, his Eminence manifested some displeasure, saying
that Corcou was a man of honor and sagacity, and greatly be-
loved by the king on account of his good qualities. We found

no difficulty in removing this little irritation by assuring his

Eminence that your Lordships had an equally good opinion of
Corcou, but that even a man of honor and intelligence might
easily misunderstand a matter of that kind. His Eminence
admitted this; nevertheless he deferred his final judgment un-
til he should have received the next letters from Corcou and
the other captains.

After that, we broached the Lucchese business and the testi-
mony of the witnesses given in presence of the king’s officers.
We pointed out to his Eminence that this examination had
been made with all due solemnity, and that the evidence was
of a character that left no doubt as to the perfidy of the Lue-
chese, and of the aid given by them to the Pisans; so that the
king might without hesitation restore Pietrasanta to our hands,
even if he had to make more account of the obligation which

he had contracted with the Lucchese than of that which he had

concluded with your Lordships, — which, however, could not
and ought not in reason to be done. And holding this deposi-
tion of the witnesses in our hands, we wanted to submit it
to his Eminence, who however declined to look at it, and re-
peated to us the same language he had used the day before,
and which we have reported to your Lordships in the enclosed ;

namely, that Beaumont and all the other captains affirmed the

very contrary of what we had stated; and that we, being a

party concerned, ought not to be believed ; and that, even if

the aforementioned captaing had in their letters confirmed and
justified our statements, the Lucchese ought certainly to be
made sensible of the error of their conduct, but that your
simple averment was not sufficient.

o)
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Thus your Lordships sec what foundations you will require
if you wish to build up anything good and solid in relation to
this affair. It seems to us that in this as in all other matters
which we may have to attend to here, for the purpose of satis-
fying the king or of serving your interests, we shall have to
depend entirely upon the reports made by the captains; so
that it is of the utmost importance to dispose these officers

. fayorably to your Lordships. The contrary might be very

prejudicial to your interests, as the experience with regard to
Pietrasanta will prove to your Lordships; for it has not been
of the least service for us to meet all the objections to its res-
toration to us, or to demonstrate that the investigation and ex-
amination of witnesses was authentic, and resulted from a
public act made in due form. In fact, all that we could say,
and all the proofs we could adduce, led to no other conclusion
than what we have reported to your Lordships.

We did not deem it well to speak to his Eminence in rela-
tion to the pay of the artillery and of the Swiss, nor did he
ever say anything to us about it; but the very first time that

e mentions these matters, which we believe will be very soon,

we shall reply in accordance with your Lordships’ latest in-
structions.  Nothing else occurs to us in response to your
letters. It is said that his Eminence intends leaving here to-
morrow to join the king, and that both will then return here.
We shall not lose sight of his Eminence, and shall govern our-
selves in our dealings with him according to circumstances,
and as events may suggest.

Although it may scem presumptuous for us to speak of mat-
ters here, having but so recently come here, yet we shall write
to your Lordships all we can learn of any interest, trusting
that you will pardon us if our information should in some in-
stances not prove entirely correct. His Majesty’s court here
is very small compared with that of his predecessor; and of
this small number one third are Italians, which is ascribed to
the faet that the distribution of favors is not as abundant as
the courtiers could desire. The Italians are all dissatisfied,
some for one reason, some for another, beginning with Messer
Gianjacopo, who seems to think that he is not treated with the
consideration due to his reputation. He makes no secret of
this to any one, for, happening to meet him the other day in
church, and knowing his disposition of old, we entered into
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conversation with him; and when we touched upon the Pisan

“business he expressed himself in terms of great affection

towards us, and laid all the blame of that failure upon the
French, adding in a formal manner the following words: “In
“saying that errors were committed by all parties, the French
¢“attempt to make others share the responsibility of the faults
“which were exclusively their own.”

We shall say nothing of the other Milanese, for they all
seem to think the-same as their chief. The Neapolitans here,
of whom a good many are banished from their own country,
despairing of the renewal of an attempt upon Pisa, are in the
highest degree dissatisfied; for, according to common report,
both the king and queen are opposed to their projects. True
his Majesty the king was quite ready for another expedition,
but since the Pisan affair proved a failure, he is not quite so
anxious for it; for he had counted that, Pisa once taken, he
would be able, with the money obtained from your Lordships,
and with the help offered him by the Pope and the Orsini, and
above all by the influence of his own reputation, to push his
army at once against Naples. But as the Pisan affair had
quite a different result from what he anticipated, he is more
disposed to listen to terms of accommodation than to engage
in a new enterprise; and there are already rumors that Nea-
politan ambassadors are already on the way for that purpose.

The Venetian ambassador solicits the king’s aid against the
Turk, pointing out the danger to which they are exposed, and
alleging the loss already of a good many places, and altogether
exaggerating the alarm and danger far beyond what it is sup-
posed to be in reality; but up to the present he has not suc-
ceeded in obtaining any encouragement.

Tt is said that the Pope also asks his Majesty’s support most

urgently in his attempt to take Faenza, with the view of adding
that place to Furli and Imola for his son, the Duke Valentino;
but the king does not seem disposed to do anything for him,
deeming that he has already done enough for his Holiness.
Nevertheless, he does not deprive him of all hope, and goes on
encouraging the same as he has always done; whilst the Vene-
tians and some other persons of the court do all they can to
encourage the Lord of Facnza. There is moreover an emissary
of Vitellozzo’s here, who spreads reports everywhere of the
damage which Vitellozzo will shortly inflict upon your Lord-
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ships, whenever the Pope or any other power shall declare war
against Florence. This individual is constantly on the look-
out for some dissension between his Majesty the king and
your Lordships, that will permit him to push on his intrigues ;
and he intimates that the Pope would really be more disposed
to favor Vitellozzo’s projects than the attempt upon Faenza,
if he could be convinced that the court here would counte-
nanece it.

There is nothing else going on here worthy of your Lord-
ships’ attention, unless it be the rumor that his Majesty,
accompanied by a few persons of the court, will devote him-
self for a few days to hunting and other pleasures. Nothing
more is heard of the Ambassador of the Empire, who was to
have had an interview with his Majesty at Troyes; and it is
said even that he will not come at all. It is also reported as
a positive fact that the Archduke has been made a Prince of
Spain,* which gives force to the suspicion that it will not be
50 easy to come to terms with the Emperor, and that his Ma-
jesty the king will think less of an attempt upon Naples.

There is here in the house of the Pope’s ambassador, a cer-
tain Messer Astorre from Sienna; and so far as we have been
able to find out, he is kept there by Pandolfo Petrucei. It is
sald that he openly expresses the confident hope of arranging
the Pisan business, and on better terms even than what could
have been done some time ago; adding that Montepulciano
and its territory will remain theirs. We shall take the great-
est pains to discover this intrigue, and if we find that there is
really some truth in it we will make it a point to remind the
Cardinal of our treaties, and of the honor of the king.

There is not a single Florentine merchant here, nor any

other person of whom we could avail ourselves to procure us

either money, of which we stand in great need, or to despatch
couriers, or forward our letters. Your Lordships will hold us
excused, therefore, if you do not receive communications from
us as promptly and as often as you could desire. It is impor-
tant, so long as we are kept here, that your Lordships should
provide for this service in such manner as you may deem best
for even before leaving Lyons we had already spent all the

money we had received from your Lordships, so that at pres-

* This was the Archduke Philip, nephew of the Emperor Maximilian, and

_father of Charles of Austria, afterwards the Emperor Charles V.
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ent we are living upon our own means, and upon what our
friends at Lyons could furnish us. We recommend ourselves
to your Lordships’ good graces.

We had not yet closed this letter, when news came that his
Majesty, in running his horse this morning, had a fall, and has

.injured one of his shoulders. All his equipages have been sent

back here, and he himself is expected to-morrow. In our next
we will further report upon the consequences of this accident,

.and again recommend ourselves to your Lordships, que bene

valeant. :
Seruvitores

FRANCESCO DELLA CAsA,

Niccoro MACHIAVELLI.
Moxrarers, 12 August, 1500. -

P. 8. — Deeming this letter of importance, and having no
other means of sending it, we have sent Bolognino back to
Lyons, and directed this letter to the care of Nasi, who will
forward it to your Lordships, and whom we have instructed to
pay Bolognino seven scudi. We beg your Lordships will have
this amount reimbursed to him, so that we may have credit
with him on future occasions.

Die qua in literis, ete., ele.

LETTER X.

MaeNIFICENT SIGNORI: —

Two days since we wrote at length to your Lordships advis-
ing you of the receipt of your letters and instructions of the
5th instant, and rendering an account of all we have done here
up to that time. To insure the safe arrival of that despatch
we sent it by an express, to whom we promised seven scudi
for that service. It does not seem necessary, therefore, to re-
peat now what we reported in that communication. Up to the
present we have not been able to deliver your Lordships’ letter
to his Majesty the king, who, as we have already informed
you, met with an aceident whilst running his horse in hunting.
The horse fell on him and sprained his Majesty’s shoulder,
causing him a good deal of pain, so that he has been obliged
to remain at a little village some six miles from here, where




74 : MISSION TO THE

we believe he lies still confined to his room and bed. It seems
certain, however, that this accident has had no other bad.cop.-
sequences, and that his Majesty intends to return here within
a couple of days. Meantime, letters ought to arrive from Cor-
cou and Beaumont respecting the Lucchese affair.  We shall
endeavor to learn the nature of the report they may have on
this matter, and shall do what we may judge for the best in
relation thereto. _
We recommend ourselves to your Lordships, que bene va-
equs. Servitores
FraNcEsco DELLA CAsa,
NiccoLo MACHIAVELLL
MONTARGIS, 14_August, 1500.

LETTER XI.

MAGNTFICENT SIGNORI : —

Since our last of the 12th from Montargis, we wrote very
briefly on the 14th, but have no letters to _acknowlgdge from
your “Lordships since the one of the 5th instant. His Ma]es?y
the king has been obliged, in consequence of his fall, to remain
ever since at some-of the small villages along the road here.

" At first he had to remain quiet in bed, after which he had him-

self carried in a litter, so that it was only yesterday that he -

was well enough to return here, although his shoulder is not
yet entirely well, but has to be kept bandaged. Tl}e whole
court is now here, the Maréchal de Gye, the Admiral, and
the Grand Chancellor having arrived, together with many other
lords.. We have presented ourselves several times‘wmlun the
past few days before his Majesty, and have not failed to ‘call
at least every other day upon his Eminence the Car(.hnal
d’Amboise, in whatever place he happened to be at the time;
although we did not care much to speak to him for some days
past, knowing that he was not well pleased because the men-
at-arms were not in garrison on Florentine territory. But
having been informed by your Lordships’ last letters that you
had sent commissioners to Pescia to receive those troops, we
hope they have succeeded in quartering t‘hem on Florentine
territory, and that this act of your Lordships has so gratified
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the captains of these troops, that they will have sent more
favorable reports from there than what they have done hither-
to. It was in this hope that at any moment letters might ar-
rive from these eaptains expressive of their satisfaction, which
would placate the king and the Cardinal, that we thought it
best for a day or two not to press our own business, feeling
convineed that had we done so we should, as usual, have re-
ceived an unfavorable reply and unsatisfactory conclusions.

In a conversation which we have since had with Robertet,
however, we learned that the men-at-arms were this side of
Pontremoli, and refused to return to Pisa; and that his Majesty
the king was much dissatisfied with your Lordships, and that
there was no chance for your friends to say anything in your
favor. :

We expressed our astonishment at this assertion, after your
Lordships’ letter of the 5th, and said that the refusal of the
troops to return to Pisa could in no way be laid to your charge,
and that before pronouncing such a judgment matters ought to
be thoroughly understood ; but all we could say was of no use,
and Robertet persisted in his opinion that the fault lay with
your Lordships, and added some very unpleasant expressions as
to dissensions existing amongst your Lordships, and intimating
that there was a party in Florence who wanted the return of
Piero de’ Medici, and not Pisa,—words not to be disregarded
as coming from the mouth of a secretary of state. We said
all we possibly -could, and which was not a little, to refute
this assertion, but it produced no effect upon him. During

this conversation Robertet pointed out to us a Pisan who hap-
pened to pass at that moment, and who has been a long while -

in France, but whom we have never seen since. We do nof
know by whom he is specially protected, unless it be that he
enjoys the favor of all your enemies here, and they are more
numerous than your friends. It is quite possible that this
individual has returned to Pisa charged with some fresh in-
trigue. We shall do our best to find out, and will then
promptly inform your Lordships.

Since this conversation with Robertet we had an interview
with D’Amboise, now six days ago, and found him of the same
mind as regards his unwillingness to engage in a fresh war,

- and ag to the pay of the Swiss,and the refusal to receive the

men-at-arms. It was of no use for us to attempt to refute

P
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these charges, which we had already done so often; for he
came back immediately to the Swiss whom Lis Maj-.::s'ty the
king had been obliged to pay out of his own resources. And
' thus we parted from his Eminence, without being able to geb
anything more from him. - 5

As already stated, his Majesty has returned here now with
all the court, and by a singular coincidence Corcou arrived here
on the same day. So soon as we heard of his arrival, we
thought it important to have an interview with him be,fore
presenting ourselves again before D’Amboise, so as to learn
Corcou’s opinions, and judge therefrom in what manner to
approach his Eminence again. Accordingly we called upon
Cox:cou and assured him that your Lordships had the most
entire confidence in him, and that you hoped that he had
;ll:l&de a good report as to your Lordships’ favorable disposi-
tlon and attachment to his Majesty the king ; adding all we
thought proper to incline him favorably to us.n ‘

He replied that he was well affectioned to your Lordships
on account of the great honor which you had shown him ; but
that. he could not say anything else to his Majesty thar; the
ofﬁglal answer to him of your Lordships, and what you had
communicated to him in writing. He dwelt particularly upon
the payment of the Swiss, saying that the king had been
'g%"eatly displeased at having been obliged to pay ?hem out of
hls_ own purse. Having replied to this in the same way in
which we had before met this charge, he accused the Swiss
of gross brutality, and attributed their dishonesty to tlle}r
habits ; but soon returned to his first complaint, that the king
had been obliged to pay them. Ie then added, that you had
never been willing to receive the men-at-arms in g:z.rtl'ir.son on

Florentine territory, although these troops had been specially -

asked for f'rom his Majesty by your Lordships’ ambassadors
and complained that he himself had made a useless \'()}-'ar;c to’
Florence on that account. And when we said in reply C}that
your Lordships had never refused quarters to the ki].l“";S ,men~
at-arms, but had hesitated only as regards the in'fuutrybin COon-
sequence of the experience you had had with then, lie s,aid that
it c_ould not reasonably be expected that men-at-arms would
go Into quarters“on foreion territory without infantry, and

that ﬁf.te(m hundred infantry ought not to have caused your
Lordships any apprehensions ; but that the real cause of all
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the difficulties was the want of unity in Florence, where one
party wanted Pisa, and the other party did not want it.

As this opinion seemed to have been generally disseminated
at court, and was caleulated to produce very bad effects, we
made every possible effort to refute it, and to eradicate it from
Corecou’s mind by the fullest and most earnest arguments, even
to saying to him that such a statement exposed him to have
his sound judgment called into question. We almost sue-
ceeded in convineing him, or at any rate we thought that we
had produced a good effect upon him. But we must not omit
to tell your Lordships that in the course of this discussion
Corcou said: *“ What has lost you Pisa is, that you did noet
“gspend some eight or ten thousand ducats amongst all these
“lords and captains. In similar affairs, you must keep your
“money-bags open ; for in that way you spend but once, whilst
“otherwise you spend six times.”

After leaving Corcou we resolved to speak with the Cardinal
d’Amboise, and took occasion to call upon his Eminence, to
whom we said that now, since Corcou had arrived, both his
Majesty the king and his Eminence must have heard from him
how things had happened ; as also your Lordships’ good disposi-
tion towards his Majesty and his men-at-arms, and likewise the
bad conduct of the others; and especially that of the Lucchese.
His Eminence interrupted our remarks abruptly, and said:
“Yes, we have heard ‘everything, and, by my faith, until now
«] have always- done you all the good I possibly could; but
“now, since your conduet is so bad, I really know not what
“more to do for you; and his Majesty thinks it very strange
“that he should be obliged to pay the Swiss for your Lord-
“ships.” We replied, that, if his Eminence would listen to our
justification, he, as well as his Majesty tle king, would find
that our republic had always done her duty in all respects;

and that the refusal to resume the war against Pisa resulted
from the impossibility of doing so, to which the republic found
herself reduced, partly because she was overwhelmed and ex-
hausted, and partly from the lack of confidence in the army,
which on every occasion had manifested hostility rather than
friendship for our republic. We then spoke of the payment of
the Swiss, to which the king seemed to attach more importance
than to all else, and said that this matter might be adjusted in
a reagonable manner, if his Bminence would favor us with his
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aid and advice.. To which he replied: ¢ Neither that nor any
“other means can now arrange your difficulties in a way that
“would be satisfactory.” We reiterated our entreaties that his
Eminence would not withhold his protection from your Lord-
ships without reason; and not by such words to discourage a
people who had always been faithful friends of France, and
who had suffered, and in such various ways, for that devotion,
that they merited commendation and support rather than dis-
favor and discouragement, which would only benefit those who
wished no good to his Eminence, and still less to his Majesty
the king of France. TFor what could the other peoples of Italy
hope for from his Majesty when his devoted friends, the Flor-
centines, who had spent and suffered so much on his account,
were treated so badly by his Majesty ? : i

‘We concluded by saying that your Lordships were more
willing and better disposed than ever to render any service
and pleasure to the crown of France. To all this the Cardi-
nal replied that these were mere words, and that he had no
confidence in all our arguments, and was in short extremely
dissatisfied with your Lordships; and this was said by him
so loud that all the bystanders could hear it; and thercupon
he immediately mounted his horse to follow his pleasure.

The reason of our not yet having had an audience of the
king, nor presented your Lordships’ letter, was the accident
which his Majesty had, on account of which he refrained for
some days from all business, and remained for his pleasure in
some villages in the woods, and in other places, where no
lodgings,could be had for any one else; and since his return
here we thought it might seem inopportune to present your
Lordships’ letter. His Majesty is constantly and closely sur-
rounded by a few persons, except when he rides ouf, so that
it is difficult to find a convenient moment for approaching him;
and all business is devolved upon the Cardinal d’Amboise.
We shall, nevertheless, watch the first opportunity of speaking
to his Majesty, and will endeavor, in as suitable a manner as
the occasion may permit, to impress him most efficiently with
your Lordships’ devotion and good will towards*him, and to
efface from his mind whatever unfavorable opinion he may
~ have formed in consequence of the reported dissensions and
want of unity amongst the Florentines that have reached his
Majesty’s ears from various sources; and of the result your
Lordships shall be duly informed.
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The letter of license for Messer Giovanni Bentivogli has not
yet been prepared, nor have we asked for it again; for when
this matter was touched upon in our conversation with Rober-
tet, we asked whether his Eminence of Amboise had ordered
the letter to be written, he replied, that he had not; and that
the Cardinal did not intend to have it done; and that, if we
would speak to him ourselves on the subject, we would find
that he had changed his mind. We therefore deemed it best
to say nothing about it now to D’Amboise, as your Lordships
have yet to decide whether you will receive the French men-
at-arms in garrison, for his Eminence might have formed an
erroneous conjecture as to your Lordships’ intentions, and
might suppose that you preferred to employ Italian troops in-
stead of French. We shall not renew the request without
further instructions. -

Nor have we said anything about Pietrasanta; for the an-
swer we received upon that point, and which we have com-
municated to your Lordships, discouraged us from bringing
this matter up again. We are constantly after Corcou, trying
to induce him to serve us in this matter, as the investigation

_ that had been ordered to be made on the spot was made in

his presence; also to see whether we can, with the assistance
of Robertet, who has much influence over him in this as well
as in other matters, obtain any advantageous results. We
shall do our best to that effect, although the ambassador from
Lucea has returned, and has been well received. All this
comes from knowing how to acquire amicos de mammona ini-
quitatis, whilst your Lordships believe that you need no other
help but justice and reason, ete. :
We have had a long conference with the Grand Chancellor,
and related to him the.entire course of things, and how the
whole Pisan affair occurred; we also told him of your Lord-
ships’ offer for recovering the honor of the king’s troops, and
for repairing the damage which you had suffered, and the rea-
sons why you could do no more. His Lordship was very glad
to see us, and listened most graciously to all we had to say.
But as to the last point he remarked that he could say nothing
except that his Majesty would certainly fulfil the promise he
had made to furnish us the men-at-arms; but as to restoring
Pisa to our possession, that depended altogether upon fortune,
and therefore his Majesty could make no promise upon that
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point. But he added tha;t, whenever opportunity oceurred, he

- would always favor our cause the same as he had ever done

in the past. We begged him to continue the same good will
towards our republic, and said that your Lordships regarded
him as a real benefactor, etec.  'We have had an interview with
this minister since then, during which-he told us that lie had
not yet had an opportunity to speak with his Majesty in rela-
tion to our business; but this did not seem likely, and we be-
lieve that he did not wish to make any other answer, having
found his Majesty not well disposed towards your Lordships. 3

We shall endeavor to see his Lordship again, and shall not
fail in our duty, sparing no effort, regardless of either fatigue
or discomfort; and if we do not accomplish anything, it will

be because we cannot or know not how, in which case we hope

your Lordships will hold us excused.

~ Your Lordships’ letters recommending Bartolommeo Ginori*
have been received by us and presented to his Majesty, who had
already made him come to court and ordered the marshals to
hear his complaints, and to have justice done him. Yesterday
Bartolommeo appeared before them, and they took him from the
hands of Talaru and placed him in those of the king. We shall
do what we can for him, and shall employ what eredit we maly
yet have here in his behalf, and believe that we may hope for
a good result. ] ; i

Nothing more is said about the treaty between his Majesty
‘and Pandolfo Petrucci. We believe the reason of this is that
it is no longer desired. :

Two days ago an ambassador from the Swiss arrived here
in relation to the matter of Bellinzona. He had a long audi-
-ence, but the result is not yet known.

It is also said that his Majesty the king has concluded a
truce with the Emperor, to last until next March ; and although
some personage of importance speaks of it as really true, yet
we hear on the other hand that it is doubted by many; thus
we can neither affirm nor deny it. '

We recommend ourselves to the good graces of your Lord-
ships, que bene valeant.

Servitores
FrancEsco DELLA Cisa,
MzLow, 26 August, 1500. NiccoLo MACHIAVELLL,

# This Ginori had been taken prisoner and plundered by the Count de Ligny
in Savoy, whilst going from Naples to France on commercial business.
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LETTER XIIL

© MAGNTRICENT SIGNORI:—

From our preceding letters your Lordships will have seen the
condition of our affairs here; and our latest despateh will have
informed you that his Majesty is not at all satisfied with your
Lordships, particularly upon two points to which he attaches
most importance. The first is your having refused to resume
the war against Pisa, and the second, your not having paid the
Swiss. To these may be added a third, which to some extent
is also deemed important, and that is your refusal to receive
French troops in garrison. Whenever either of these subjeets
is discussed, it gives rise to complaints in such manner and
terms as we have already made known to your Lordships. And
although all these matters could easily be explained, as your
Lordships have endeavored to do at Florence with Corcou, and
as we in compliance with your orders have striven.to do here,
yet we are never listened to when opportunity occurs for us to
speak on these subjects ; nor do we see any chance for bettering
this state of things, unless something quite unforeseen should
occur. For as to the first point, we do not believe that his
Majesty will ever assume the entire burden of a fresh war; the
reason for our thi?&_ipg 50 is, first, the king’s indisposition to
send money; and secondly, his whole conduct hitherto with
regard to the affairs of Ttaly, being ever anxious to draw all he
can from this country, but never willing to spend anything
there, sceming to attach more importance to immediate profit
than to ultimate results. This causes his Majesty to attach
little importance to what your Lordships offer him after he
shall have taken Pisa; so that when his Majesty was spoken to
on that point he treated it as a jest. And there is the more
reason to believe that he will not do it, as (you may venture
nineteen sous to a lira) peace will either be made with Naples,
or the new enterprise will be deferred for a long time to
come, which would cause his Majesty to think no more of the

fifty thousand florins, etc., ete. And there are several grounds

for looking upon such a peace as probable ; first, the will of the
queen, who is said to be most favorably inclined to it, and, ac-

~ cording to report, spares mo pains to bring it about; and it

is also said that the majority of the council is of the same mind,
YOL. III, (i
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deeming the conquest difficult, and the maintaining it still more
so, referring to the experience of the past, as well as to other
reasons which your Lordships will readily find ouf. 1t is, more-
over, supposed that such an attempt might arouse the Turk, who
certainly would oppose it most determinately ; and that the
apprehension of the loss of Naples would induee the Emperor
and the Empire to take measures such ag even the conquest of
Milan did not cause them to take. For King Frederick con-
stantly keeps ambassadors near his Majesty, who fears the war
and carnestly desires peace. These imperial ambassadors have
not yet come to Troyes, and when they do come, it is under=
stood that their demands will be so great that they will not be
acceded to. ;

Your Lordships will have heard that the king of Spain has
raised troops for the purpose of supporting King Frederick, and
that he has created the Archduke a Prince, all of which facts in-
dicate the same purpose. And then comes his Majesty’s aver-
sion to spending money, and his extreme prudence, which makes
him move very slowly in all doubtful matters. Moreover, his
Majesty has seen lately, in the case of Pisa, that where force is
necessary neither chalk® nor reputation will suffice; and that,
if he'found the enterprise in itself difficult, the help of the Turk
or of others would render it next to impossible, and would ex-
pose him to the risk of being obliged to withdraw in a manner
that would be anything but honorable for him, and expose him
to the loss of all his possessions in Ttaly ; being unable to sup-
port such heavy expenses for so long a time, or to be disas-
trously defeated.

But even if all this were not true, or had not been properly

_understood, or still worse explained, which is quite possible, yet
this much is true beyond all question, — that the seeretary of
Naples is here and labors incessantly to bring about a peace.
And if once they listen to any one here who promises and gives,
it is difficult not to believe that they will take what is offered.
Thus to return to our own matter. Even if such a peace be one
of the things that will be, or if the enterprise against Pisa is to

be deferred for a long time to come, which we leave to your

* Alluding to the expression applied to the descent of Charles VIII. into
Italy, that he conquered it with a piece of chall ; that i§, sending his quartermaster
ahead, who merely marked with a piece of chalk the houses where the French
troops were to be quartered.

S e i)

COURT OF FRANCE. 83

Lordships’ wisdom to decide, the fifty thousand florins are not
likely to influence the king to engage in that enterprise for his

own account. If, therefore, your Lordships’ views on this point

are not changed, his Majesty of France cannot remain satisfied;
and we are rather appreliensive, from some remarks made by
the Cardinal d’Amboise and by Robertet, lest his Majesty, for
the purpose of repairing the honor of his arms, attempt some
measure adverse to your interests and necessities.

As to the payment of the Swiss, which seems to be the thing
that irritates his Majesty the most, and the refusal to receive
the French troops in garrison, we have made such answer as we
have stated in the enclosed, and which has been accepted, as the
enclosed will also inform your Lordships. According to our
judgment your Lordships ought to satisfy the demands of the
Swiss, or you will have to think how you will defend yourselves
against the anger whieh his Majesty will feel against you; and
which, in our opinion, will increase of itself, and from being
fomented and kept alive by your enemies. Nor must your
Lordships imagine that well-digested letters or arguments will
be of service in the matter, for they are not even listened to.
It is idle to recall to the French here the good faith with which
our republic has always acted towards the crown of France, or
the services rendered to some of her former sovereigns, or the
large sums of money which we have spent and the dangers
we have borne on their account, and how many times we have
in return been fed by them witl vain hopes; or to point to
more recent occurrences, and to the ruinous damage which our
republic suffered in consequence; or what his Majesty might
still eount upon from you if you were strong, and what security
your power and greatness would give to his Majesty’s posses-
sions in ltaly, and how it would insure the good faith of the
other Italian states. But it is all useless, for they hold a very
different language about all these -things from what you do, and
view them with another eye altogether from that of persons who
are not of this court; for they arc blinded by their power and
their immediate advantage, and have consideration only for
those who are either well armed, or who arc prepared to pay. It
is this that does your Lordships so much harm, for they imagine
you lacking both these qualifications. As regards the first point
of being well armed, they see that ordinarily you are without
troops. And as to the second, namely, the question of their own
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advantage, they have given up all hope, for they believe that

you consider yourselves as having been badly served by them,.

and that you have lost all confidence in them in consequence
“of their conduct in the late affair of Pisa. They call you Ser
Nihilo (Signor Nothing), and baptize your inability discord
amongst yourselves ; and the ill conduet of their troops they
ascribe to your bad government. And thig opinion is gaining
ground, according to our judgment, in consequence of the de-
parture of your ambassadors from here, and the fact that noth-
ing is heard of the coming of new ones, which they charge to
our want of union, or to a wish on our part to alienate ourselves
from them entirely. We therefore beg your Lordships, with all
due respect, to give attention to this, and to think of remedying
it seasonably ; for our mission here is evidently not agreeable to
them, and our rank and quality insufficient to save a sinking
cause. But if your Lordships really desire to maintain your
_relations with this court, then we deem it absolutely indispensa-
ble for you to send fresh ambassadors here. At the same time,
we beg you to understand distinetly that they will be of little
use, unless they come with instructions to pay the Swiss, and
with means enough to make friends; for there is no one here
that does not understand his own interests, or who has not
managed to secure for himself some patron to whom he can re-

sort when occasion requires. In truth, your Lordships are the

only ones who have deprived yourselves of such support; and
even the king’s friendship for you, as well as that of the Cardi-
nal, needs to be sustained if you desire to preserve it; for it has
been shaken in various ways by your many enemies, as well as
by the ill fortune of our republic. But under any circumstances,
and however they may come, we hold the sending of ambassa-
dors here as indispensable, if you desire to advance your cause
here in any way.

Meantime we beg your Lordships to be pleased to instruct us
as to the course which we shall pursue, and what attitude we
shall assume in relation to that point which seems to us so im-
portant and delicate, and which demands a prompt remedy.
Valete !

Servitores
FrANCESCO DELLA CAsa,
NiccoLo MACHIAVELLI.
Merux, 27 August, 1500.
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LETTER XIII.

MaewIFicENT SI6NORI: —

When your predecessors first decided upon sending us here,
in the belief that we should find his Majesty the king at Lyons,
and your ambassadors near him, they provided us with just
sufficient means to execute our commission, and return to Flor-
ence in a few days; and it was more particularly to me, Fran-
cesco, that the Signori said that we were not to remain here.
The very opposite, however, has happened. In the first in-
stance, we found that the king had already left Lyons; and
then, being denuded of everything, we were obliged to incur the
expense of supplying ourselves in two days with such horses
as we could find, fo provide ourselves with clothing, and fo
hire servants. And, without the advantage of travelling in
the company of ambassadors, we had to follow the court, and
continue to follow it still at an expense of one half more than
we should have needed to incur if the court had been at
Lyons. It would have been a great relief to us if we had been
in the company of ambassadors; for as it is, we are obliged to
keep two more servants. We do not live in hostelries, but in
private houses, where we have to supply all the provisions and
other necessaries, and have the cooking done ourselves. And
besides, there are always other extraordinary expenses; such
as quartermasters, porters, and couriers, ete., ete., which alto-

. gether make up a sum which in our position is very heavy for

us. Being thus under the necessity of applying to your Lord-
ships for assistance, we have deemed it proper to inform you
of the particulars of our situation; and therefore beg your
Lordships most respectfully and confidently to take into con-
sideration, first, that with the salary allowed us of eight lire
per day for each, it is impossible for us to supply our wants
without adding a portion of our own means. Your Lordships

- will also bear in mind that at our departure from Florence each

of us received only eighty lire, of which we each spent thirty
lire for our voyage to Lyons, and having there to provide our-
selves with horses, clothing, and other necessaries, we were
obliged to borrow money from our friends to enable us to re-
sume our route, and after having spent that, we have been foreced
to recur to Paris for further loans from others. And if these
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should fail us before your Lordships order funds to be sent to
us, we shall suddenly find ourselves without money and with-
out credit, and your Lordships may judge of the situation in
which we should then find ourselves placed.

We therefore entreat your Lordships, most humbly, to send
without delay sufficient means for our necessities during the
time that your Lordships may determine that either one or
both of us shall remain here in your gervice. Your Lordships
will bear in mind that we have neither the means nor the
credit of our own that would permit us, like so many other
ambassadors, to maintain ourselves here for months, or even
wecks, without receiving the means of subsistence from your
Lordships, to whom we recommend ourselves.

Servitores
Franoesco DELLA CASA,
Nicooro MAGHIAVELLI.
Merun, 29 August, 1500. :

LETTER XIV.

MAGNIFICENT SIGNORI:—

To-day is the 2d of September, and we have not yet de-
spatched the enclosed, being unwilling to send them at a ven-
ture, and yet unable to despatch them by a special messenger,
such is the penury to which our ordinary mode of living has
reduced us; and unless your Lordships promptly supply us
with means, we shall be compelled to leave here. Our neces-
sary expenses are one scudi and a half per day for each; we
have already laid out for clothing, and in establishing our-
selves here, more than one hundred scudi each, and are now
actually without a single penny, and have in vain attempted
to use our credit, public and private. So that your Lovdships
must excuse us if, in the event of our not receiving funds,
we find ourselves obliged to return to Florence; for we pre-
fer being at the discretion of fortune in Italy rather than in
France. ]

Since our writing the enclosed, we hear from all sides, O
Magnificent Signori, that his Majesty is greatly dissatisfied
with us. The prineipal reason of this is, that his arms remain
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dishonored in Ttaly on your account, and because he finds, ac-
cording to the answer given by your Lordships to Coreou, that
he will not be able to repair this dishonor at your expense;
and moreover he has had to pay thirty thousand franes to the

Swiss, and for artillery and other things, out of his private

purse ; whilst aceording to the terms of the agreement and the
convention concluded at Milan between the Cardinal ’Amboise
and Pietro Soderini, all these items should have been paid by
your Lordships. His Majesty’s irritation on that aceount has

increased to that degree, that it has encouraged a number of.

your enemies to propose various measures to his Majesty that
would be adverse to your interests and necessities. These
propositions have all found favor with the king, so that a few
days since it was discussed in council, whether it might not be
well to accept the proposition made by the Pisans to surrender,
on condition that they should not be subjected to the rule of
your Lordships. If this negotiation has not been actually con-
cluded, supported as it is by all the Italians here, it is owing
rather to a regard for your Lordships’ rights, which has caused
it to remain in suspense, than to the interposition of any friend
who may have remained true to you here. For amongst the
entire court, since his ‘Majesty’s dissatisfaction with you has
become manifest, you have scarcely a single friend left, but
everybody seeks to injure your cause to the extent of his power
to do so. :

Although we were of our own knowledge cognizant of this:

unfriendly disposition, from the several conferences which we
have had with the Cardinal d’ Amboise, as mentioned in our
several despatches to your Lordships, yet we have become still
more sensible of it from the reports that reach us from all
sides ; so that if your Lordships do not take measures to cor-
rect it, you will find yourselves very soon in such a position
with regard to the king, that you will have to think more of
protecting and defending vour possessions, and even your per-
sonal liberty, than of recovering the territory you have lost.
This state of things has been made known to us, amongst
others, by Robertet, who is the only person that has remained
our friend; but we shall lose him too very soon, unless we
sustain his friendship with something more substantial than
words. The same with some other gentlemen ; and even Mes-
ser Gianjacopo Trivulzio called us aside one morning whilst
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at court, and said: “I am sorry to see your republic in such
“imminent danger, for if you do not promptly apply some
“remedy, you will be obliged to think how to defend your-
“selves against the anger of the people here; for it is their
“nature to take very a-uulc!('n resolves, and they never for-
“give those whom they have once offended, but will continue
“mther in their hostility ; so look to your interests, and that
“promptly.” And he said this with much L-.u.rnust;mms, 80 that
from all we have seen and heard we cannot doubt but what
he spoke from the heart.

We have been cautioned in the same way by others, on
whom we can rely, but who were afraid to speak to us in
public, fearing lest they should be remarked as being your
friends. These have told us, amongst other things, that it
had been reported to his Majesty the king that your Lordships
had sent ambassadors to the Emperor and to the king of Na-
ples, with offers of money, for the purpose of stirring them up
against his Majesty of Franee; and that his Eminence the Car-
dinal d’Amboise had several times said that you had broken
your word ; and that you would yet be foreced, to your shame
and damage, to repay his Majesty the amount which he had
paid to the Swiss.

All these things seemed to us of great moment, and, unless
promptly remedied, as calculated to embroil you with his Ma-
jesty beyond the chance of reconciliation. We made great
efforts, therefore, to have an audience of the Cardinal d’Am-
boise, where we should be listened to quietly, and with that
attention which the case really deserves. Although we have
failed thus far to obtain such an audience as we desired, yet
we took occasion to meet and converse with his Eminence;
and began by complaining of the malice of your Lordships’
enemies, who were not ashamed to defame you to his Majesty
beyond all reason, by telling him that you had sent ambassa-
dors to the Emperor and King Frederick with offers of money
for the purpose of turning them against him, a proceeding so in-
credible that we could not believe that either his Majesty or his
Eminence would attach the least credence to it; for the long-
continued fidelity of your Lordships to his Majesty, as well as

-the experience which he had had so lately of your good faith,

did not deserve that such a calumny should have been believed ;

but as such a report had reached our ears, we desired to speak to-
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his Majesty on the subject, more for the purpose of performing
our duty than heeause we believed that you needed such a justi-
fication. After that we added, that from the several conversa-
tions which we had had with his Eminence, and from what we
had heard from various quarters, it appeared that his Majesty
the king was dissatisfied with your Lordships, and was engaged
in negotiations that did not comport with our friendship and
the loyalty which we had always manifested towards the crown
of France; that no-notice whatever had been given us of these
proceedings, at which we were astonished, for we believed that
his Majesty ought to have complained in an amicable way of
any supposed short-comings on the part of your Lordships,
and that he would have spoken his mind openly and freely
about it, and would have listened to your Lordships’ expla—
nations; and that if there had really been any remissness of
duty on your part, that in such case his Majesty would take
every occasion to assert his rights against your Lordships.
And therefore we entreated his Eminence to be pleased to tell
us what was really going on, and to enlighten us upon those
points upon which we had to report to your Lordships.

His Eminence made no answer whatever to the first part of
our remarks, as to your having sent ambassadors to the Em-
peror, ete., but complained at great length that he had been
much pained by your Lordships’ conduet, which had deprived
him of all means of Lelping you; for that yon had neither heen
willing to resume the war, nor to receive the French troops in
garrison, nor to pay the Swiss ; so that his Majesty’s interests as
well as his honor had suffered damage in consequence. When
we attempted to reply to this, his Eminence added: “We have
“already heard and know what you would say; we have also
“seen the answer you have made to Corcou” And when we
urged his Eminence to inform us as to what we ought to write
to your Lordships, etc., he said: “Speak to Corcou about it; he
“happens luckily to be here, and will tell you what is necessary
“for you to know.”

We therefore went to see Corcou, and he concluded that you
must either pay back to his Majesty the thirty-eight thousand
franes which he has disbursed on your account, or have him
for your enemy forever. And although we said all we could,
— that this was unreasonable, and that it would be useless to
write this to your Lordships,— yet he remained firm in his
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decision. And seeing thus how much importance they attach
to this matter, we said that we would write to your Lord-
ships on the subject; and Corcou promised to try and induce
the Cardinal d’Amboise to await your Lordships’ reply; and
thus we left him.

You see thus, O Magnificent Signori, in what condition our
affairs are here; and in our judgment it will really depend
upon your answer, whether we shall have the king’s friond-
ship or enmity. Do not imagine that reasons and arguments
will be of any avail with him, for they would not be listened
to, as we have already explained in the accompanying letters.
And so important has it seemed to us to preserve his Majesty’s
friendship, that if I, Francesco, had not felt so seriously indis-
posed that I believed I should be obliged to leave the court for
the purpose of taking care of my health, one of us twd would
have come by the diligence to Florence, to tell you by word of
mouth, and so to say to make you touch with your fingers,
what we cannot make so plain to you by writing.

We must not omit, however, to tell you, that we learn from
a good source that there are intrigues on foot to induce his
Majesty to take Pisa for himself after having first caused all
its territory to be restored ; and to form a state out of it by
adding Pietrasanta, Livorno, and Piombino, and in course of
time also Lucca, and to establish a governor of his own there ;
which they think can easily be done and maintained, as a por-
tion of the constituent parts are well disposed for such an
arrangement, being contiguous to the state of Milan. They
see another advantage in the fact that the Pisans have offered
an immediate payment of one hundred thousand francs, con-
tributed by your enemies, and afterwards a regular yearly rev-
enue. This project is furthermore regarded as a step towards
the taking of the kingdom of Naples, whenéver that attempt
shall be made. We believe that this project has its origin with
and is being urged by your many enemies, and that it may
easily be accomplished because of the king’s dissatisfaction with
your Lordships, and because of the immediate advantage which
he would derive from it. And moreover, amidst the general
hatred of your Lordships, it is supposed that his Majesty can
only gain in doing what would be a great injury to you.

In accordance with your Lordships’ wishes, we have written
without reserve, and very fully, about matters here, as we see
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and understand them ; and if we have expressed ourselves too
boldly upon any one point, it was because we Preferred rather
to harm ourselves by thus erring, than not to write, and thereby
risk of failing in our duty to our republic. And we have ven-
tured to do so because of our confidence in the wisdom of your
Lordships, who, after careful examination of our eomri}unicfl—
fions, can form a more correct judgment upon the points in
question, and can thus come to a wiser decision. :

We beg most respectfully to remind your Lordships of the
importance of promptly sending ambassadors here, so that your
next despatches may inform us of their coming, and that they
may be in time to achieve some good results; for we ourselves
can do no more in the business here than what we have done,
and have, indeed, played our last stake. Nor would we like 1.;0
find. ourselves present here at the breaking up of a friendship
which we have so earnestly solicited, and nursed at such ex-
pense; and maintained with so much hopefulnes.s. And. until
we receive orders from your Lordships that will permit our
presenting ourselves at court, we shall avoid all cor}versatlon
with them upon other points; for having really noth;mg to tell
them, they might think that we are merely mocking them.
We shall simply show ourselves, so that they may know that
we are here, and that they may call us if there should be
oceasion for if.

His Eminence, D’ Amboise, leaves to-morrow for Rouen, and
will remain there some ten or twelve days. It would be well
if on his return we could present to him your Lordships’
answer, which we beg you will send to us; and that we may
then also be able to say to him that your ambassadors are on
the way here, which is so essential.

Messer Giulio Scurcigliato, a Neapolitan, has had a long con-
versation with his Eminence, the Cardinal, in relation to your
Lordships’ affairs, of which we shall say nothing. more, as he
will write you himself very fully at Florence. Since then we
have heard that the truce between the king and the Emperor
has been publicly proclaimed at Milan.

We commend ourselves to your Lordships.

Servitores
Fraxcesco DELLA (asa,
Niccoro MACHIAVELLL
Mezuw, 3 September, 1500. i

|
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P. S.— Whilst in the act of sealing this letter, Ugolino came
to us to say that a friend of his, who had agreed to co-operate
with him in the expediting of our despatches, had changed his
mind, so that we were obliged to promise him twenty-five sun
scudi. We must therefore beg your Lordships promptly to
pay that amount to Giovanni di Niccolo Martelli, so that we
may be able to command his services on future oceasions, and
not be obliged to pay him out of our own means. Ie has
promised to have this despatch delivered within seven days.

——

LETTER XV.

. MAGKRIFICENT SIGNORI:—

Tt is now evening, and we have not yet been able to come to
any agreement with the party who had proposed to unite in
despatching this courier, nor do we know whether we shall
succeed in coming to terms with him, nor the hour at which
the courier is likely to start to-morrow.

We cannot think of anything more to say to your Lordships,
unless it be to urge once more the sending of the ambassadors,
and to decide about paying the thirty-eight thousand francs.
For, on returning from accompanying the Cardinal, who started
to-day after dinner for Rouen, we met Robertet, and questioned
him with regard to our affairs. To which he replied: They
“have improved somewhat since our last conversation; but do
“ not fail to write to your Signoria that they must not think of
“ doing otherwise than paying the money which his Majesty has

“paid for your account. Say to them also, that, whatever they

“may decide upon, the most important thing is to send ambas-
“sadors here, or at least one, who, however, should he the first
“and most reputed citizen of Florence; and that his having
“ started should be made immediately known here, so that it

B 44 3 . . . i
may in a measure remove the ill feeling and the umbrage

“given by the abrupt departure from here of the former am-

- “bassadors. Write most strenuously upon this peint, for it is
“of the utmost importance.” - )

We replied that the ambassadors would be sent, and made
excuses for the departure of the former ones; and told him
that we would write to you about it, as also about the money,
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‘although we hardly knew what to write you up;in this latter

point, owing to.the events that had occurred since. And as
we wanted to touch upon the Pietrasanta affair, Robertet said,
« All can yet be arranged, if you will only hasten the coming
“of the ambassadors.” We have deemed it proper to commu-
nicate all this fully to your Lordships, so that you may be able
to decide the better as to the course to be adopted.

It is now three o’clock in the night, and with the help of
God we have arranged to despatch this courier by our paying
half the cost. Thus, your Lordships will pay to Giovanni Mar-
telli thirty-ive scudi, that being the amount which Ugolino
Martelli has advanced to us. What we have written in the
enclosed upon this point is hereby cancelled. Thus, your Lord-
ships will have to pay only thirty-five scudi, which we trust you
will be pleased to do, so that the favor conferred upon us here
may not be paid with ingratitude; and so that we may not
have to remain debtors to Ugolino, to whom we have pledged
ourselves personally.

And thus we recommend ourselves to your Lordships, que
bene valeant.

MEerux, at the 3d hour of night, and
3d day of September, 1500,

The present courier will leave early to-morrow, and promises
to be in Florence within seven days.
Servitores
Francesco DELLA Casa,
NiccorLo MACHIAVELLI.

LETTER XVL

MAGNIFICENT SIGNORI : —

On the 5th of the present month we received two letters
from your Lordships, the one of the 14th ultimo, and the other
of the 30th, together with a copy of a letter from Beaumont o
your Lordships. From these we learn your wishes, and the
steps you want us to take with regard to the affair of the Mar-
quis of Massa, and the restitution of Pietrasanta.

We believe, Magnificent Signori, that, before the arrival of
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your letters here, your Lordships will have received our de-
spatches of the 26th and 27th ultimo, and of the 8d of the pres-
ent month, Which were sent to you by a special courier through
the agency of Martelli, under cover fo Ser Antonio della Valle,
and at the cost of thirty-five scudi. We do not deem it worth
while to send a copy of it, but merely, by way of precaution, will
briefly repeat the substance of it; which was to the effect that
his Majesty of France was much irritated against your Lord-
ships because of your inability to resume the war against Pisa,
and that thus he was prevented from retrieving the honor of
his arms at your expense; and then that he had been obliged
to spend his own money to pay the Swiss, and the artillery, and

the Gascons, all of which should have been paid by you. This

is the sum and substance of all that has to be settled here;
and unless these points are satisfactorily arranged, it will be
impossible to attempt any new negotiations, or, even if begun,
to conclude them satisfactorily.

We desire to point out to your Lordships, that to the above
two causes of discontent on the part of his Majesty a third
must be added, which is no less important than the others;
and this is the suspicion which his Majesty has conceived that
you are not willing to take any other course. This doubt has

. been excited in his Majesty’s mind by the unfortunate issue of

the attempt upon Pisa, and makes him think that you may
consider yourselves as having been badly served in that affair;
and that it was in consequence of this that your ambassadors
left, so to say, ex abrupto, and that nothing is heard of the com-
ing of any new ones. These things have been suggested by
your enemies here, and so plausibly that more importance has
been attached to them than what their nature would otherwise
merit. And more than all others have the Ttaliang been active
in this; for they may be said to labor without restraint to put
your Lordships in disgrace with his Majesty, and to compass
your ruin. The story of your having sent ambassadors to the
Emperor of Germany had its origin in the sanctuary of Mon-
seioneur d’Arles, the Pope’s ambassador. In fact, they have
stretehed the cord so tight that, if we had not labored with the
Cardinal d’Amboise as we have done, and of which we have
gent full report to your Lordships, his Majesty would most
probably have decided ere this upon some measures detrimen-

tal to your interests, which it would have been difficult, if not
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impossible, to avert or counteract. And yet matters remain in
suspense for the present, for no reason but to ascertain your
intentions, which, according to our judgment, should have for
their first object the determination to pay the sum which the
king elaims to have expended for your-account; and next to
send ambassadors here whose departure from Florence should
be immediately notified to this court. And the sooner they
start actually to come here, the sooner shall we be able to begin
negotiations touching your Lordships’ interests. Meantime we
can give you the assurance that everything will remain quiet
until the arrival of such ambassadors.

So soon, therefore, as we received your Lordships’ letters of
the 14th and 30th of last month, we presented ourselves at
court, not in the expectation of effecting anything in the Pietra-
santa matter, or in that of the Marquis of Massa,® but for the
purpose of acquainting his Majesty with what you had written
us from Librafatta, so that he might know it first from us,

rather than from any one else, for we had been told that the

Lucca ambassador had received a courier at the same time with
us. And by way of disposing his’ Majesty more favorably to-
wards us, and inducing him to give us a more favorable hear-
ing, we thought it well in our address to mention the coming of
ambassadors from your Lordships. And although you merely
inform us in your letter of the 14th of the election of Luca
degli Albizzi, and make no further reference to it in yours of
the 30th, yet this seemed to us so important a matter that, see-
ing no better way of gaining time, we assumed the authority of
stating to Lis Majesty that we had letters from your Lordships,

informing us of the selection of the ambassadors, and of their

#* This Marquis was the Signor Alberico Malaspina, Marquis of Massa, who,
in yvirtue of the conventions or agreements concluded at Milan on the 12th of
October, 1499, was on the following 17th of February proclaimed amongst the
allies and confederates of the republic of Florence, together with Jacopo IV,
d’ Appiani, Lord of Piombino, and Morello Malaspina, Marquis of Treschietto.

The French on their passage through Lunigiana, when on the way to the
siege of Pisa, had spoliated him of part of his possessions, in disregard of the
above-named conventions. Buonaccorsi speaks of this fact in his Diary, on page
81, in the following terms: “ Giovanni BattistaRidolfi and Luca di Antonio degli
““ Albizzi were sent to encounter these troops, who had halted at Massa in the
“Lunigiana territory, and had already spoliated this poor Marquis, who was an
“ally and confederate of the republic, of two of his properties, at the instigation
“of his brother, the Marquis Gabriello, who was his enemy, and to whom these es-
“tates had been given. This proceeding caused the worst apprehensions, seeing

““that even on their very first arrival the French began to offend their friends.”
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early departure, and that we had every reason to believe that
they would certainly be on the way hither by the middle of the
present month.  After that we told his Majesty of the loss of
Librafatta; and to save our credit as much as possible, we said
that, although your Lordships had been deprived of your men-
at-arms from having relied with too mueh confidence upon his
Majesty’s troops, and that since their withdrawal you had not
had the time to reorganize your forces, yet the Pisans never
could have taken Librafatta without the treachery of the castel-
lan in charge of it, and the aid and support of the Lucchese,
who in that affair, as in all other instances, had manifested their
bad disposition and evil-mindedness towards us, caring little at

the same time whether they offended his Majesty or not, as was

seen but a short time ago, when his Majesty’s army was before
the walls of Pisa; that his Majesty could by a single blow
make them sensible of the mistake they have made, and at the
same time relieve our republic from the wretched situation in
‘which it is placed by the restitution of Pietrasanta. And here
we pointed out to his Majesty the good that would result from
it, in such terms as the time and the nature of the audience ad-
mitted ; recommending to him at the same time our republic,
and assuring him of your constant good faith, and of the ma-
lignity of those who were not ashamed boldly to accuse your
Lordships of having sent ambassadors to the Emperor of Ger-
many; but as this would have been altogether a most unreason-
able act, we did not deem it worth while to say anything more
in excuse of your Lordships.

- His Majesty graciously replied, that if your ambassadors
were ready to start he would receive them with pleasure, for
he should then know that your Lordships felt the same to-
wards him now as you had always done in the past, and as you

had said you desired to do in the future. But that he should :

still be more convinced on the subject when he should see
that he was not to suffer any loss, by having to pay what,
- according to the stipulations of the convention, should be paid

by you. In speaking of this blessed money which he has paid .

to the Swiss and others for your account, after the raising of
the siege of Pisa, his Majesty made use of expressions that
should be seriously weighed, coming as they do from the mouth
of so powerful a person ; for he said, “If your Lordships were

 <tp refuse to pay this money, I should consider that they are ;

T OF FRANCE.

“no friends of mi:i_e,‘ and should protect myself by all the

~ “means at my command.” When we wanted to reply to his

Majesty, and relate to him the dishonesty and bad conduct of

~ the Swiss, he replied,  that he was himself very ill satisfied

“with them; that he had been subjected by them to paying
“tribute; that he had been obliged to have patience with
“them, and that your Lordships ought now to do the same.”
Coming back, however, always to the money which he had
disbursed, he said.¢that he could not have done otherwise
“ithout disturbing and spoiling the negotiations now being
“carried on in Germany, which he had much at heart and
“desired to seftle, so that it was really necessary that your
“ Lordships should satisfy him upon that point.” We replied
that those ambassadors would soon be here, and we believed
that your Lordships would, in accordance with your invaria-
ble practice, always do what was right and reasonable; and

~ that we hoped his Majesty would be pleased to await their

coming, so as to be able to judge fairly of their disposition,
To this his Majesty replied, that he was well satisfied, and that
we might now dismiss the Pietrasanta affair, as well as the
other matters that remained to be settled ; and thereupon we
took our leave. We did not think it advisable to bring up the
affair of the Marquis of Massa, for the reason that nothing
relating to your Lordships’ interests or to those of your adhe-
rents, would be listened to here, until the departure of the
ambassadors is positively known here, owing to the doubts
entertained of your real intentions. Moreover, as the Cardinal
d’Amboise is not here, nothing would be concluded without
him, even if all else were favorable for us. Therefore it
seemed to us prudent to defer a discussion of that subject
until a more suitable time, when it could be done with greater
advantage and less risk for your Lordships.

Since then we have had a long conference with Monseigneur
&’Alby, of the same tenor as that with his Majesty the king.
His Lordship professed quite an affectionate regard for our
republic, and a readiness to do anything that might be to our
advantage, but said that, if your Lordships wished that he and
your other friends should be able to do so, then you must make

\ up your minds to refund the king the money which he has
" ‘paid out for your account, and arrange so that something

positive should be heard as to the coming of the ambassadors.
VOL. IIIL i 7




e e ! SRR ARG
- And then he enlarged upon the s
wiries 1t 1 oot B A maTeE o
bassadors had left at the very time when ambassadors sh
have been sent, if none had heen here; and that the k

marks about the monoy the same as wo had replied to his
- Majesty, and excused the going away of the ambassadors
© saying at the same time that he would see that your Lord-
SI}IPS'W_-ould send others, and men of such high character that
liis Majesty would be convineed that your Lordships desired
to be regarded as good children to him, the same as they had
ever been. He. evinced great pleasure at hearing this, and
thus we left him, unable to obtain any other answer from
lim in relation to the Pietrasanta affair than what we lad
f_:;a‘,lre-fu.i_\y obtained from the king; unless it be that a person
familiar with all the secrets had intimated to him that, by

agreeing to refund to his Majesty the money which he had.

paid out, we might possibly obtain Pietrasanta; and he gave
us to understan_d that it was almost as good as done, provided
there was no delay in the coming of the ambassadors. :

_ This is all we have been able to do in the matter; nor will
1t be in our power to do more, for the reasons explained in our

former despatch, and vepeated in this. We ask the indulgence

of the Almighty and of your Lordships on that account; for
to remove the impression that has been created here by our

disunion, by our alienation from France, and by our weakness, !

coqmres new iie_lfneidies, and greater authority than we possess.
We shall continue, as we have done heretofore, to do our hest
to prevent the conclusion of any treaty with the Lucchese, or
gy One_else', before the arrival of your ambassadors ; but it
18 essential that we should hear within ten or fifteen days that
they have actually started, and that we should be able to

- show a letter to that effect to his Majesty the king ; for when

the Cfirdinal @Amboise returns, who ought to be here within
that time, and does not find that your ambassadors are really
on the way hither, it may easily happen that they will not be
able to accomplish any good when they do arrive. We beg your
';L?rdShlps In your wisdom to think of this, and to do what
will be of greatest advantage to our republic; also to excuse

~ days. Some say that he will be accompanied by Piero de’ Med-
i ; , £ dci; so that if this enemy joinms the others, who are already
on several occasions gaid, «The Floventines are drawing off
“from me, and 1 am sorry for them.” We replied to his re-

~ Mzzox, 8 September, 1300,

o presumption on account of our devotion, which makes

peak as we have done. We learn, moreover, to-day
onsignore di Ligni is coming here in the course of a

quite powerful enough, and if your Lordships do not take care
to prevent his Majesty from giving ear to them, the danger to
our republic will be increased twofold. - e
_ We know nothing of what Monseigneur de Beaumont has
had to communicate to your Lordships by his envoy to you,
Salient, and therefore can say nothing on the subject; but
should anything come to light in relation to it, we will at
once inform your Lordships. i

The affairs of Italy are more discussed here than those of
any other country,.and yet we have nothing new to write, for
we do not deem it necessary to make your Lordships read
again what you know already. In truth, nothing new has

occurred here, unless it be the report that ambassadors from

the Emperor of Germany are now on the way here; but they
are said to be men of little importance, and are not the same
that were at first nominated, and to meet whom the king had

- left Lyons to go to Troyes.

~ The ambassadors of the king of Naples, however, are said to.
be coming, notwithstanding that they have been several times
ordered to return home, and are in doubt whether to come or
return ; although at present their coming seems to be the most
likely. We shall know by to-morrow what the result will be.
Bene valete ! ; :
' Servitores
FraxcEsco DELLA Casa,
Ni1ccoLo MACCHIAVELLIL

LETTER. XVIL

MAGNTFICENT SIGNORT, ETC.: — :

Our last of the 8th instant was a reply to two of your
Lordships’ communications of the 14th and 30th ultimo; and
although we suppose that our despatch has reached your hands
safely, yet we deem it well to send a duplicate. Nothing spe-




cial has occurred :@%‘mae-;;-nw'hﬁ% wo anyt e
beyond what we have already said to your Lovdships; |
that if you wish to preserve the friendship of his Majesty

- France, you must make up your minds fo reimburse him :'ﬁha-f

amounts which he claims to have paid out for your account to
the Swiss and the other troops employed in the sicgo of Pisa.

And this comes to our ears from so many quarters that in our

judgment there is really no other remedy; for in matters of
this kind his Majesty would demand the sameo satisfaction, if
the amount were only one hundred francs, as he does for the

~ thirtycight thousand francs which he claims. And so long

as his Majesty has such a subject of complaint against your
Lordships, it will be useless to argue, or to think of obtaining
the least thing in your favor. After this it is of the utmost
importance that the ambassadors should come here to remove
the opinion entertained here, and which has been suggested to
the court here, as to your Lordships’ alienation from the king
and the want of union amongst yourselves, to which two causes

' the departure of the former ambassadors and the non-arrival of

the new ones are attributed. HEvery day fresh rumors are st
afloat here ; at one moment it is that you have sent ambassa-
dors to the Turk, at another it is to the Emperor of Germany.
We do our best to contradict these reports everywhere, but

shall not be able to do so any more, if the departure of your

ambassadors to his Majesty is delayed any longer. We desire
to do our duty in calling your Lordships’ attention to this, and

~to reépeat doing so very often, so that in any event we may

never be charged with having neglected our mission in this
particular. And we tell your Lordships frankly that our

given you the most conclusive reasons.
At another interview which we have had with Monseigneur
d’Alby, for the purpose of contradicting the report that your

TLordships had sent ambassadors to the Emperor, ete., he de-

clined to speak on any other subject except the money which
his Majesty had paid out for your account, and to inquire of
us whether the ambassadors had yet left Florence to come
here. We desire, moreover, not to fail to remind you, with

all due respect for your Lordships, of the importance of mak-

ing some one here your friend, who from other motives than

* labors here can be of no further advantage, for which we have

ke ~mere natural affection will wateh your Lordships’ interests '

- further why and how necessary this is.

rere, and will occupy himself in your behalf, and of w
services those who may be here as your agents may av
mselves for your advantage. We will not discuss here any
You have in Florence
many distinguished and wise citizens, who have been here as

‘ambassadors, and who can give you better reasons than we

¢an for such a measure. But we will only say upon this point,
that it is with just such weapons that the Pisans defend them-
selves, and that the Lucchese attack you; and that the Vene-
tians and King Frederick, as well as all others who have any
business to transact at this court, help themselves; and who-
ever does not do the same may be said to think of gaining a
lawsuit without paying an attorney. S
- Qorcon has returned here; we leave it to your Lordships
to judge of his reason for coming back. He has made such a
. report of the state of things at Florence, that, if Mésser Giulio
Scurcigliati, on whom, as a disinterested party, some reliance
can be placed, had not arrived since then, affairs there would
seem to be turning to everybody’s advantage except that of
your Lordships. As this Messer Giulio will have fully re- ‘
ported to you of all he has done, we will not weary you with
giving an account of it, but shall confine ourselves merely to
his request to recommend to your Lordships a lawsuit that is
pending between himself and the heirs of Paolo Antonio Ban-
dini, in relation to which his Majesty will also write you. :
As we have already stated in our previous letter, ambassa-
dors from Germany are on the way here; but they are per-
sonages of less importance than what was reported a couple
of months ago. His Majesty the king leaves to-morrow for

. Blois; we shall follow him there, hoping for the news that

your Lordships’ ambassadors have really started. We shall
continue with the utmost diligence to do all in our power for

your advantage, and humbly recommend ourselves to your

Lordships, que bene valeant.
Bt : Servitores ‘
FraNcEScO DELLA Casa,
. NiccoLo MACHIAVELLL
. Merux, 14 September, 1500,




LETTER XVIII.

MaeNIFICENT SIGNORI, BTC, ;-

On the 14th instant Francesco della Caga and myself wrote
you our last joint despateh from Melun, and sent it with a dupli-
cate of our previous one of the 8th, which was in reply to your
Lordships’ two letters of the 16th and 80th ultimo, These were
sent by royal post to Lyons to Francesco Martelli, under cover
directed to Giovanni Martelli; we presume they have reached
you, as also the original sent in the same way. From these let-
ters, as well as from our previous one, which we sent by express

messenger on the 3d instant, we think your Lordships will have

fully understood the condition in which our affairs here are at

the present time; also the extent of our ability to be of use

~ here, and how very necessary it is to have started the ambas-
sadors fz_‘om Florence ; also what determination you ought to
come to with regard to the thirty-eight thousand francs, and

_ whether it is your wish to temporize in this matter in the
hope of obtaining anything from his Majesty. You will have
learnt also how much importance the king attaches to this

matter, and in what manner he speaks of it. We are in
11_our1y expectation of letters that will bring us the informa-
tion that your ambassadors have really started; for we are

daily questioned upon this subject, and could have desired, as

‘we have stated to your Lordships, to have been able to show
_such letters to the Cardinal d’Amboise on his return, so as
to remove the dangers to which we are daily exposed of the
king’s concluding some treaty prejudicial to the interests of our
republic, and to close the mouths of your enemies, who employ
every argument to prove to his Majesty that your Lordships
are ready to turn their backs upon him on the first occasion;
adding thereto the statement that you have sent an envoy to
the Emperor of Germany, and have come to a secret under-

standing with the king of Naples; all of which it is eesyto
p

make his Majesty believe, for the reasons given in our former
despatches. :
His Majesty left Melun on the 14th instant to come here, as
~ we wrote to your Lordships in our last; and Francesco della
Casa went at the same time to Paris, being troubled with a
slight fever, which he desired to have cured before the malady

~ should become permanent; but according to what he writes me,

- he will be back very shortly. The king arrived here six days T
- ago, and to-day the Cardinal d’Amboise also came, having been
" absent from here and at his own home since the 3d of this

 publie.

month. When I heard yesterday morning that his Eminence
was coming, I thought it well promptly to mount and meet him
where he was to lodge over night, both by way of showing him
the courtesy of riding out to meet him, as also to have the

~ opportunity of conversing with him at my convenience. 1t was

thus that I came last night to a village about eight leagues
from here, but as it was already late, I deferred speaking to

his Eminence until this morning; and then I accosted him on

the road, and in the most suitable and affectionate words that
oceurred to me I made known to him the sad condition in which
your Lordships found yourselves, on account of the heavy ex-
pense which you had been obliged to incur in the past solely on
account of France, and lately also in aiding his Majesty in his
enterprise against Milan, and since then in the attempt upon

. Pisa; and that, whilst you were hoping at least to have his

Majesty’s sympathy and to be able again to begin to recover your
forces and your ecredit, you find yourselves daily assailed and
discouraged by various calumnies, your reputation blackened,
and all sorts of plots set on foot against you; so that every
Italian here is encouraged to raise his hand against our re-
1 related to him the loss of Librafatta, and that Vitel-
lozzo, Baglioni, and the Orsini were up in arms, and that it was
the general belief that they intended to employ them against
your Lordships. And therefore T begged his Eminence not to
withdraw his protection from you, but rather to persist in per-
suading his Majesty the king to treat you like his ¢wn children,

and to do s0 in a manner that would make it known to every-

body ; and thereby to restore your credit and reputation, which
it would be easy to do by the mere restitution to us of Pietra-

| wamta, etc.

His Eminence replied with some feeling and at length, and
argued that there had been no default on the part of his Ma-
jesty in comiplying with the terms of the treaty, and that he

" had loaned you his men-at-arms, and had offered to resume the

attempt upon Pisa de novo, and afterwards to maintain troops

" on the Pisan territory; but that none of his propositions had

been accepted by your Lordships; and that as to Librafatia
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you had only to blame yourselves, and not his Majesty, who had
really good cause for complaining because of the money which
he had to pay for your account, contrary even to the treaty stip-
ulations. And then his Eminence went on speaking at length,
and said that your Lordships did not act pradently, and would
not make reparation in time, and that by and by you would
not be able to do so. He asked whether the ambassadors hagd
started, and the causes why their coming had been delayed so
long, ete., ete. To all this I replied as fully as possible, earnestly

© contesting every point excepting the subject of the money, upon

which he would listen to no argument, so that I was constrained,
for the sake of not leaving the matter in dangerous suspense, to
tell his Eminence that 1 had had an audience of his Majesty,
and that, when the king complained of having been obliged to
make this payment, I had begged his Majesty to be pleased to
await the arrival of your ambassadors before coming to any
determination, so that he might hear from them the justification
of your Lordships and your devotion to his Majesty ; and that,
as the king had promised to be satisfied with this, I begged his
Eminence to do the same, for I felt persuaded that the ambas-
sadors had certainly started before this. :
Thus your Lordships will see how your interests remain
in suspense until the coming of your ambassadors. There
was no other way of gaining time, and even this delay will
quickly expire if they are not already on the way. Anyhow
it cannot be said that we have failed to bring this matter to
your notice, having written so often and so urgently to your
Lordships about it, and pointed out to you that it was impos-

sible for us to take any other course; and that, if your Lord-

ships do not consent to the repayment of these thirty-ecight
thousand franes, all other thoughts of obtaining anything from
his Majesty will be in vain; and that henceforth you will have
to look upon him as your enemy. It may very possibly happen
that, if we succeed in gaining time, the restitution of Pietra-
santa may take place. Thus if your Lordships should fail either
to send ambassadors here, or to advise us how we shall bear
ourselves in this strait, and how we are to gain time in these
matters, being without a single friend at court, having lost the

- favor of the king, who is surrounded by so many of your worst

enemies, who present to him daily new projects, pointing out to
him your weakness and the great advantages which he would

]
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derive from creating a state for himself around Pisa (as we
have explained to you in previous despatches) and placing a
governor there of tried fidelity, who, unable to maintain him-
self there except with the support of his Majesty, would of

necessity be most loyally devoted to the king, — that then your

Lordships, surrounded by the states of the king, would, with-
out waiting for other forces, come to his Majesty with chains
around your necks and-lay a carte blanche at his feet. All these
things are listened.to, and there is danger lest they be carried
into effect, as I have been given to understand by some one here.

And what increases my apprehensions is, that, being lately at -

court, N. N. approached me, saying, “I have something to tell
you; try and come to my house to-day.” I went there, and,
finding him reticent and indisposed to say anything on any par-
ticular subject, I asked him why he had requested me to come
to him, whereupon he said, “ Are your ambassadors coming ?”
and when 1 replied that I believed they had started, he said,
“1If they are really coming they may be productive of good, and
“may prevent some acts that would be prejudicial to your Sig-
“noria.” But with my utmost efforts 1 could not draw anything
more from his lips. I am greatly afraid, therefore, lest some
seeret intrigue is going on which the king may have so much
at heart that this person was afraid to confide it to me. I have
deemed it proper to write you all this exactly, so that your
Lordships may judge of it more correctly than I can; and in
any event to urge the coming of your ambassadors.

As already stated in our previous despateh, Italian affairs are
much talked of here, and especially the army which the Pope
has collected. DBut no one is able to say what direction it is
going to take; whether it will march to the Romagna to attack
Faenza, Rimini, and Pegaro, or whether it is intended to meet the
Colonnesi. The latter is most generally believed, because that
would best please his Majesty of Irance, and would also serve
a better purpose with regard to the king of Naples; for if war
be made against the allies of the latter, he would be compelled
to defend them ; and being thus weakened, it would be easier for
his Majesty of France to make satisfactory terms with the king
of Naples. Orif he should attempt the conquest of the kingdom
of Naples, he would find success more easy. All of thése mat-

ters I think must now be quite clear to your Lordships.

Respecting the coming of the ambassadors of the Emperor of




Germany there are various reports ; up to the present, i ]
even known whether they have set foot on French soil. And it
is evident that there is a slight feeling of uncasiness here with
regard to Germany, which accounts for their giving just now
less attention to Italian affairs, which may enablo us move casily
' to temporize in your Lordships’ matters.

The departure of Monseigneur de Ligny from Lyons for Genoa

Tas for some days kept all minds in a state of suspense, and is
variously interpreted. Some say that he has been sent by the

king on some particular business of his own, and perhaps hav-

ing reference to Pisa; others say that he has gone entirely on
his own account, being in love with the daughter of the gover-
nor of Genoa; and upon this point more things are said here
than I could venture to affirm. But whether it be the one

thing or the other, I shall leave to the better judgment of your

Lordships, que bene valeant.
: Servitor
» Nicoono MACHIAVELLT,

Brots, 26 September, 1500. i il Secretary.

LETTER XIX.

MaGNIFICENT SIGNORI : — A

My last despatch to your Lordships was of the 26th ultimo.
1 therein related to you the arrival here of his Most Christian

Majesty, and that T was left alone here in consequence of Fran-

cesco della Casa having gone sick to Paris; also that the Car-

dinal @Amboise had returned, and my efforts in your behalf

with lig Eminence; and how essentially necessary it was that

your ambassadors should come, if you wished to prevent alto-

gether, or at least delay, the carrying into effect of some pro-

jects with regard to Pisa, as well as other intrigues carried on
here to your prejudice. i
I judge that my letters have reached you safely, for I sent

them to Rinieri Dei at Lyons by a special messenger, who was

despatelied by the agent of Messer Giovanni Bentivogli. ' Since
then I have received your Lordships’ last of the 20th ultimo,

* by the hands of one of the Prefect’s men, specially sent here
for the reasons mentioned in your Lordships’ letter to me. So

il
1%

and afterwards before the Cardinal d’Amboise, and commu:

Julius IL

soon as I received it, I ﬁresented .ﬁijsglf first before the

cated to them your Lordships’ instructions to me; and ex-
plained to them that the necessity of defending yourselves had
obliged you to take men-at-arms into your pay, and to claim
the services of the Prefect,* in conformity with the treaties
between your Lordships and his Majesty the king. And al-
though the Prefect’s envoy had already spoken both to the king
and the Cardinal, yet his Majesty sent me back to the latter,

~ not forgetting, however, first to ask me whether the ambassa-

dors were coming, and to complain about the money which he
had paid out. I replied in the very words of your Lordships’
letter ; namely, that you informed me that you would not write
me again except through the ambassadors, adding, however,
that I was firmly persuaded that they would certainly present
themselves before his Majesty within the month of October.
His Eminence the Cardinal spoke to me atlength, and whilst

: doing so, he took Monseigneur d’Alby,who was present, by the

arm, so that his Lordship might hear him, and said: “The
“conduct of the Florentines beging to be "inexplicable. We
“offered to keep for their defence five hundred men-at-arms
“and fitteen hundred infantry, but they would not have them ;
“we then offered them one hundred, or two hundred, or as
“many as they might deem necessary, but they declined them,

“and now they go begging for help from others.” - And then

e turned to me and said, * Secretary, I really know not what

“to say to you.” When I attempted to reply to the charge
that we had refused their men-at-arms, ete., he added, that we
knew well how to give reasons for our conduct, but that his

Majesty had nevertheless been obliged to pay the money which
ought to have been paid by your Lordships. And then he

asked me whether the ambassadors were coming, to which I -
- answered the same as I had done-to his Majesty the king;
- namely, that they ought to be here in the course of the present

month, if not sooner; and that they would prove that our

* This was Giovanni della Rovere, Prefect of Rome and Lord of Sinigaglia.
In virtue of the fifteenth article of the treaty with the king of France, men-
tioned elsewhere, this Prefect was to be Captain-General of the Florentine forces.
This article was inserted into the treaty at the instance of the Cardinal Giu-

- liano della Rovere, brother of the Prefect, and generally called the Cardinal of

San Pietro in Vincola, and who afterwards became Pope, under the name of
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fidelity to his Majesty had inereased rather than otherwise, and
could not but continue to inerease ; and that they would excul-
pate your Lordships from all the calummies that were daily
originated by those who wished no good to your Lordships, and
still less to the honor of his Majesty the king. And when I
finally asked his Eminenco what I should write to your Lord-
ships in regard to the Prefect, he replied that an agent of the
Prefect’s had arrived, and that they would give him their an-
swer, which was all I could get out of his Eminence. I have
nothing further to write to your Lordships on this subject ; but
as this agent is about to return to the Cardinal San Pietro in
Vincola, and will be the bearer of this letter, your. Lordships

will be able to get full information from Pietro Soderini. But

T must not omit to tell your Lordships that, after my conversas-
tion with the Cardinal d’Amboise, Robertet called me aside,
and told me how much he had always had your interests at
Leart, and how he had always labored for your advantage, and
that he had ever been réady to exert himself in your favor, and
how grieved he was to see that you had abandoned your own
cause ; for that in so important and urgent a matter as the
present, your not having ambassadors here gives offence to
everybody, and is regarded as the result either of disunion
amongst yourselves, or of discontent with the state of things
here, or because you have not heen well informed on the sub-
ject. For reason alone demanded that the ambassadors should
have been sent here by post, so as to prevent the adeption by
- his Majesty of some unfriendly resolution, which is daily urged
upon him. To all this T answered as for the moment seemed
to me most suitable, affirming again that the present month
would not pass without seeing the ambassadors here; and that
everything would be satisfactorily arranged, provided there was
- no determination to wrong your Lordships anyhow, which I did
not believe, ete., ete. s i
As T have already said in my former letter, Italian affairs
are more talked about than anything else, and more particularly
the Pope’s enterprise, which, as T wrote you in my last, was
believed to be intended against the Colonnesi. But now we
understand that it is just the contrary, and that the purpose is
to march to the Romagna. I can say nothing further on the
subject, but your Lordships are in a position to know the truth

~of the matter better than myself. T will merely say that every- !

 the matter as a good relative, ete.; ete. ‘
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thing is conceded to the Pontiff-, more from an unwillingness

- on the part of the king to oppose the Pope’s unbridled desires,

than from any wish to see him victorious.; for Mes§er Gi.ovagm
Bentivogli has been written to, with the king’s special approva}l,
to do all in his power for the defence of Faenza, and to act e
I have nothing new to write to your Lordships respecting the
embassy from Germany, for we do not yeb know exa.ct_ly When
it is likely to arrive ; his Majesty himself is altogether.lfi doubt
about it. The only thing of interest is that the Ve11et1§11_gm-
bassador is here to solicit aid against the Turk, more especially
now since the loss of Modone and Corone is clearly kmm}.
Long consultations have been held on the subject, but as yet 1t
is mot known what conclusion has been come to. It was pro-
posed to levy a tithe upon the priests, Which_form.erly h'ad befan_
entirely consumed by the receivers, and which his Ma]es.ty in-
tends to revive. With all this the Venetian ambassador is not
ry well satisfied. - :

Ve%oﬁr Lordships must have heard that the Grand Turk has
sent. ambassadors to his Majesty here, to reply to the com-
plaints which the king had communicated to the Turk through
a herald, and how the Grand Master of Rhodes had pll-a?ed
this herald on the footing of an ambassador, by way of giving
him more importance. Upon their arrival_at Venice, the Turk-
ish ambassadors were dismissed by his Majesty, at the request
of the Venetians, who gave them to understand that they would
not be welcome without full power to conclude a peace; and
that they must not advance any further, but return \ylle{nce
they had come. THis Majesty has since then repented 121113 x-?x:y :
‘mnch, having been informed that the Venetians had ur ged_ this
adviee upon him, so that he might not hear of the intrigues
they were carrying on with the Turk adverse to his Majesty.

The Grand Master of Rhodes was also greatly irritated, inas-

‘much as it was mainly upon his solicitations that the Turk
had sent this embassy, and it is said that he has .senf., one qf
his knights here to accuse the Venetians, and to treat the:n as
enemies. This is the reason why the aid .askt_ad by t-h'e Vene-
tians of his Majesty is deferred; and that it will certainly not

red in time for this year.
beIrerill{izeltion this matter véi‘y briefly, so as not to weary %ro.ur
Lordships’ patience, as I take it for granted thaj; yog have
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counts of the greater part of this affair.

I rccommend myself most humbly to your Lordslups, guae

bene valeant.
Brois, 2 October, 1600.

P. S.—T can but rejoice at the re-ostablishment of the Ma-
gistracy of the Ten, and thank God for it. Let us hope much
good from it; for from a better government we have the right
to hope for happmr results. T shall avail myself of this infor-
mation as I may judge best for the credit of our mpublic.
dterum valete ! ;

Servitor '
NiccorLo MACHIAVELLL

LETTER XX.

MAGNIFICENT SIGNORI, BIC.:—

My last was of the 2d instant, and was sent by the agent of
the Prefect ; and although I hme at this moment nothing spe-
cial to commumcate to your Lordships, beyond what I have
urged upon you in every despatch, and have actually persuaded
myself that your ambassadors are on the way here, nevertheless
their coming seems to me of such supreme importance that I
do nof hes1tatc to weary your Lordships with the same story by
every messenger that leaves here. And what makes me do so
with even increased energy is, to see your enemies every day
inventing some new schemes for their own advantage. Not
more tlmn a couple of days since, a report was spread at court

that your Lordships had recalled, under heavy penalties, all

the Florentine merchants that, are in France; and this re-

port was confirmed by some Frenchmen just up from Lyons.
- And although such things carry their justification with them
so far as you are concerned, nevertheless they are heard, and
- together with other rumors that are set afloat every day they
produce a bad impression. Until now we have kept these ru-

mors in check by assuring the court of the near arrival of the

-ambassadors, through whom his Majesty will learn the good
_ spirit that ammates you in all things possible and reasonable

received from other sources more detailed and accurate ae-

for yaﬁr-Lardslﬁps. This has in part satisfied them, but if the
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actual departure of the ambassadors from Floramel does not
become known here very soon, I cannot foresee the conse-
quences, but doubt much whether it will be anything to your

: a.dvantaore. On the other hand, however, if they do come, then

I shall hope for good results, if anytlun good can be thed ;

for from here; for his Majesty the king has been very much
annoyed for the last few days by the German affairs; for the
embassy that was expected from there with so much solemnity
will either not come at all, or will be reduced to a simple
herald, or some other personage of similar rank. Since then
we see manifest signs of doubts and suspicions; such as the
ordering of three hundred lances into Lombardy again; the
drawing closer to the Pope, and attaching more importance to
it than usual; and where, as I stated in my last, Giovanni
Bentivogli had been dlrected to act like a good lelamon with
regard to Faenza, he has now been written to just the contrary,
with special injunctions not to render any assistance whatever
to that eity. Moreover, they greatly favor the requests made
by the Pope of the Venetians, namely, that they confer upon
his son the Duke Valentino the title of Captain-General of -
their armies and the rank of gentleman, and give him a palace
in Venice; all of which they hope to obtain. His Majesty’s
conduct towards the Venetians is very much in the same style;
he promises them more ‘decidedly than he has ever done hefore
to render them assistance against the Turk. And therefore T

~ believe that the same causes will also place your Lordships

upon a more favorable footing with his Majesty, provided that

your ambassadors arrive here promptly; for the above-men-
. tioned apprehensions with regard to Germany will not fail in

their elfects, nor are they likely to be removed, provided you
will take advantage of this chance, as seems to me most reason-

able. But if it does not very soon hecome known that your

ambassadors are really coming, then his Majesty will be more
inclined to believe the calumnies of your enemies than our
justifications. Everything depends upon the faith which his
Majesty may have as to their coming or not; and should he
once think that you are his enemies, then he will take care
that you shall not be able to injure him. I therefore pray your
Loxdships, with the utmost respect, that you will not fail of
your duty to our republic in this matter; and that you will not
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be satisfied to have the ambassadors come in the ordinary way,
but that they come by post at least as fa}"- as Lyons, fo:p the
"impm"ta.nce of the matter merits every possible effort.” G
For the past three or four days it has been rumored .that h-zs
" Majesty will leave here to go to Nani}es,— not to remain ‘tl_lerle ]
however very long, his intention being to ‘p}*ooee_d to Lyong :
but I cannot say anything positive upon this or many O.ﬂ?ﬁ_}.l'
subjects, because the plans and resolutions are changed almost
every hour. Your Lordships will therefore pardon me if you
should find some contradictions in my letters. i
I shall not write at length about relieving my own necessi-
ties, for your Lordships know that on my l?aving Fl-orenc_.e_ i
had but eighty ducats, of which 1 spent t%urty to come h.gre
by post. At Lyons I had fo renew my entire m_lltﬁt, and hqve
to keep here three horses at the hostelry; and without money
nothing can be done. ; , : )
I recommend myself most humbly to your Lordships, que
bene valeant. A
Servitor
N1ccoLo MACHIAVELLI

Brois, October 8, 1500, apud Christicnissimum. |

e

LETTER XXI.

MAGNIFICENT SIGNORI, ETC.:— L

My last was of the Tth instant, in which I reported to your
Lovdships all that had occurred of interest up to the day. I
had previously sent two other desgpatehes, one of the 26th ulti-
mo, and the other of the 2d instant; which 1 presume have
safely reached your hands. Since then-I have received your

~ Lordship’s letters of the 26th ultimo, with report of th.e state
of things in Florence. After carefully reading and examining
their contents, and particularly all that relates to the coming
of the ambassadors, and to the calumnies circulated aboqt your
Lordships, and to the arrangements of the Genoese _for se’izu}g
Pietrasanta, T called upon his Eminence the Carc_hnal dAm—
boise, as his Majesty had gone to a village some‘exglm_ieagqes
from here, where he was going to pass'the evening. And a}-

though it was hardly worth while to take much trouble: to
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justify your Loraslliips from the calumnies, having aneajdy

~done so on previous Qcc:isions',_ to the extent that both his

Majesty the king and the Cardinal had promised me to await
the arrival of your ambassadors to know the truth and come
to some decision, and that I could rather have wished to be
able to announce the positive departure of the ambassadors
from Florence; nevertheless, encouraged by your Lordships’
letters, I made it a point to declare to his Eminence your Lord-
ships’ disposition, intentions, and desires; and demonstrated to
him also how utterly without foundation were the calumnies
spread about your Lordships, and in what evil disposition they
had their origin; and in fact, that it was the calumniators,
rather than the calumniated, who ought to be looked after. T
furthermore said to his Eminence, that the future would prove

- the truth of all this, even if the past were insufficient to do so;

and that his Majesty the king, as well as his Eminence himself,
would be fully satisfied upon all these points, when your Lord-
ships’ ambassadors should arrive here; and that these ambas-
sadors were on the point of starting, and would assuredly be
here in the course of this month. I begged his Eminence, at the
same time, to keep his Majesty in his present favorable disposi- -
tion, and to abide the arrival of the ambassadors, and not to lis-
ten to evil tongues, nor to come to any decision for the present,
as in fact his Eminence had on a former occasion promised.

I then proceeded to speak of the Pietrasanta affair, and re-
lated to his Eminence the reports started by the Genoese, of
their having a concession, ete.; I told him of the attempt
which their commissary had made, and the injuries which your
vassals had suffered at his hands. His Eminence listened pa-

‘tiently to all T said, without particularly replying to any one
point; but suddenly he entered upon the same subject upon

which he had already spoken to me several times, as reported
by me to your Lordships; namely, that his Majesty was ex-

ceedingly displeased by your having refused to resume the war

against Pisa, by your declining his offer of men-at-arms, and
by your unwillirtgness to refund the money which he had paid
to the Swiss and for artillery, ete., ete.; and that for that rea-

son no thought could be given to your affairs, nor could any-

thing be said in your favor. T replied, that as to your refusal

to resume the war against Pisa, and the non-acceptance of the

troops, I had no other excuse to offer than what I had already
VOL. IIL ' 8
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presented on former occasions; namely, as to the first, the
actual impossibility of your doing so; and as to the latter, the
bad disposition of those very troops; and I added that these
excuses were so well founded, that neither his Majesty the

king nor his Eminence himself could or ought to think differ- -

ently. And as to the third point of complaint, namely, the
.money, that I had entreated his Majesty to await the arrival
of the ambassadors, who were ready to start, and had instrue-
tions to satisfy his Majesty ; and that if he wished to see your
Lordships’ letters on that subject, I was prepared to show them
to him. To this his Eminence replied in the precise following
words : ¢ Dixisti, verum est; sed erimus mortui antequam ora-
“tores veniant ; sed conabimur ut alii prius moriantur.” * And
when I replied that the time was short, and that there could be
no loss by waiting, he said, ¢ Come back here to-day at three
“g’clock in the afternoon, and you shall then know the king's
“intentions, and the course which these things must take.”
The Cardinal left his house whilst talking to me, and contin-
ned his remarks on the way to church; and when we reached
the chapel we found Messer Giulio Scurcigliati there wait-
ing for the Cardinal, who, so soon as he saw him, called him,
and said that he wished him to be present at this last inter-
view between us, and that he would be obliged to him if he
would return with me to his house at three o’clock ; for know-
ing his devotion to your Lordships, he wanted him to be pres-
ent and hear what was said: And thercupon I took my leave,
his Eminence being very angry at what I had told him about
Pietrasanta; and he immediately directed Robertet to write to
Genoa and give orders that no Genoese should be allowed to
enter Pietrasanta ; and also to write to Beaumont to give striet
orders to the commandant of the citadel to be well upon his
guard, and under no circumstances to have any dealings with
the Genoese. To the first letter he added a paragraph about
the restitution of the stolen cattle, and to enjoin upon the
people the preservation of good relations with their neighbors,
ete. However, I shall endeavor to obtain a special letter upon
this subject, and will send it to your Lordships.
In aceordance with the Cardinal’s request, I returned to his

“ house at three o’clock, and presented myself before his Emi- -

* “Tt is true you say so, but we shall be dead before these ambassadors come;
we will endeavor, however, that others shall die before.”

S i
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‘nence, and found Messer Giulio there. His Eminence spoke

for more than half an hour, beginning with complaints of your
obstinacy before the first treaty was concluded with his Ma-
jesty of France; and how badly your Lordships afterwards ob-
served the stipulations of that treaty ; and how tardy you had'
always been in all matters; and blaming us in a measure for
the money spent in the recovery of Milan, after the revolt of
that city. After that he came to the new treaty made with
Pietro Soderini at>Milan, and to the army that had been di-
rected against Pisa; and how, from his affection for you, his
Majesty’s arms had suffered dishonor in that affair; and how
you had always lagged behind on every occasion of danger,
although you had shown yourselves very brave in refusing to
pay one farthing of the money for the Swiss and the artillery,
ete., leaving it all to be paid by his Majesty. And finally he
concluded by saying, that he was willing to forget all the other
things, but that it was indispensable for your Lordships to de-
cide upon refunding that money to his Majesty; that there
was not a day but what the Lucchese, the Genoese, and the
Pisans came about his Majesty’s ears with offers of large sums
of money, without agreement or obligations of any kind ; which
his Majesty could not but admire, seeing on the one hand their
excellent disposition, and noting on the other hand your obsti-
nacy, first in refusing to pay despite your obligations under the
treaty, and your delay now in putting off to do anything under
pretence of waiting for the new ambassadors. “But I tell
“you,” said he, “ from the affection which I have for your re-
“public, although of course not equal to that which I have for
“the king, that these ambassadors of yours can neither nego-
“tiate, nor will they be listened to upon any point, unless pay-
“ment is first made of the amount due to his Majesty ; and if it
¢is not understood that such is your intention, write therefore
“at once to your Signoria, for we do not wish to remain any
“longer in suspense upon this point, and let them understand
“that, whether they choose to be friends or enemies, in any
“event they will have to pay. But if you remain our friends,
“as you will if you are wise, his Majesty will pass Christmas
“at Lyons, and BEaster at Milan. Up to the present he has
“sent two thousand lances into Italy, and over six thousand
“infantry, of those who have already been there; and we shall
¢ see whether Pisa will resist him, and whether those who op-
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“pose him are stronger than he is. His friends will know
“then that he is king, and that his promises will be strictly
“oarried -out.” And then, turning to Robertet, his Eminence
told him to have the accounts got ready, and to give them to
me, 5o that T might forward them to your Lordships.

Your Lordships will judge whether it would have been pos-
sible for me to have made a reply to such a proposition, even
i T had been able to constrain them to listen to me with
patience. Therefore I judged it best to confine my remarks
to touching upon the most neccessary points ; I could not,
however, refrain from saying that the fact of his Eminence
complaining of all your Lordships’ actions, and particularly
of those that really deserved the highest encomiums, encour-
aged me also to complain of the Pietrasanta business, and
that the restitution of that place to your Lordships had not
peen made according to the terms of the treaty. This stirred
and vexed his Eminence, who said that that was another busi-
‘ness altogether; but that all this would be arranged provided

your Lordships did not fail in the performance of your obli- -

gations. 1 continued the conversation, and said that I would
attempt no further justification of your Lordships, nor weary
myself by repeating what had been so often discussed and
demonstrated, namely, that no default had ever been made
by your Lordships in the performance of your engagements ;
nor would I say anything more respecting the last point, upon
which depended his Majesty’s favorable or unfavorable dispo-
sition towards us, than what I had always said until now,
namely, that the ambassadors were coming, and would give
full satisfaction to the king, provided he demanded nothing
unreasonable or impossible. For to demand either the one or
the other could only be regarded as an aftempt to injure our re-
public, which I could not believe was intended, because it wonld
be injuring the best friends which his Majesty had in all Italy.
I begged his Eminence not to give so ready an ear to the prom-
ises of the Genoese, the Lucchese, and the Pisans; and said
that he ought not to listen to anything but what was to the
honor of his Majesty the king, and to such promises as were
likely to be fulfilled; and that he ought to consider whether a
" small present advantage was preferable o a great and cons
tinued benefit. But that I would report everything fully to
_your Lordships; and that the reply would be in the same
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spirit that had always been manifested by our republic, which

by the heavy and fruitless expenditures to which she had been
so long subjected ought to have extinguished all jealousy hence-

forward, and ought to excite compassion instead.

His Eminence replied to the last part of my remarks, that his
Majesty the king regretted the sufferings to which our republic
had been exposed, but could take no other action than what
he had done; mor could it be:reasonably expected that he
should submit to a.loss by paying out his own money. He
advised me to write you at once, and that they would await
your reply provided it was not delayed too long; that they
wanted acts, having no longer any faith in words; and that
the king’s friendship could only be preserved by your paying
the amount in question, whilst to refuse it would provoke his
enmity. And thereupon I took my leave.

Magnificent Signori, the enclosed memorandum will show
you the amount that is claimed, and the reasons why you are
held responsible for it. You will find that it comprises the
amount which you are to pay for account of the Signor Lo-
dovico, and for which you are held responsible the same as
for the other items.* I have taken the memorandum just

as it was brought to me, not wishing to examine the calcula-

tions, nor to make any further objections, as it would have
been of no use to have done so, but might rather have made
the condition of our case worse in some respects. I could
truly wish this letter had wings, so as to enable me to ‘have a
prompt reply ; but know not how to manage, having never
received any instructions as to what to do in case it should
become necessary to send a special courier. I shall pray the
Almighty to aid me, and if I can find any one who will carry
this despateh, I shall devote to it what little money I may
yet have. :

"I have nothing further to say to your Lordships, unless it be
to entreat you, with the utmost respect, to let me have your
answer promptly, and, if you resolve to pay, then to prove it by
deeds ; for I doubt whether they will wait much longer, mainly
on account of German affairs, which cause them a good deal

% The Signor Lodovico Sforza, Duke of Milan, and surnamed “Il Moro,”
had loaned certain sums of money to the republic of Florence to enable them
to carry on the war against Pisa. . According to Article 14 of the treaty con-

cluded at Milan in 1499, the Florentines promised to pay to the king of France
whatever amount they might owe at the time to the deposed Duke Lodovico.
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of apprehension here, -as mentioned in a former letter, and
which has made them draw nearer to the Venetians and to
the Pope. I want to see now how they will behave towards
your. Lordships, and how they will employ the money which
they demand of you, or what they may obtain from others in
the event of your refusing to pay; and how,in case you de-
clare yourselves their enemies, they will act so as to render
you harmless. But they are not willing at the same time to
be in uncertainty as to your intentions, and leave Pisa open
for any one to go in who may be disposed to make war upon
them. Your Lordships will also remember, from all we have
written, and from the conduct of the court since we have been
Lere, that neither the king nor the Cardinal ever descended
actually to ask us for the money, or to name their conditions
to us as they are doing at present; but that they only com-
plained to us on the subject on every occasion and in every
place, and that they have entertained the Lucchese, have had

dealings and close relations with the Pisans and the Genoese, -

and openly threatened your Lordships. It was this that in-
duced me to go to the Cardinal and to express to him my sur-
prise at his pretended dissatisfaction, and at the treaties that
were being negotiated without reference or notice to your
Lordships. And when I pressed his Eminence warmly as to
what I should write to your Lordships, he refused to give me
a definite reply, and referred me to Corcou, ag I wrote you
fully in my letter of the 3d of September. Then came your
Lordships’ letters of the 80th of August, which afforded me the
opportunity to speak of the coming of your ambassadors; and
since then all my efforts have been devoted to urging your
Lordships to hasten their departure, and to keeping matters
here in suspense until their arrival. And what has occurred
since then is reported above in this despatch. I have not
deemed it amiss to make this little recapitulation, so that
your Lordships may form a better idea of the state of things
here, and may thus be enabled to determinewhat course willshe
for the greatest advantage to our republic.

I have no further news to communicate; unless it be that
. two days since there arrived here an ambassador from the
" Marquis of Mantua, together with one from the Marquis of
Ferrara, and likewise an ambassador from the king of Naples.
From this your Lordships will not fail in your wisdom to see
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that they all have more fear of this king than faith in each
other ; notwithstanding that Mantua is situated in a lake, and
that the king of Naples has the Turk for his neighbor and is
on good terms with the Emperor of Germany. I must there-

fore beg your Lordships again, with the utmost respect, to

reflect well upon your answer, and to let me have it as quickly
as possible. And yet Robertet has intimated to me that his
Majesty the king will send some one to settle these matters ;
but as the Cardinal-has not said anything to me on the subject,
I cannot affirm the truth of it. Nor should I advise your Lord-
ships to delay your answer on that account, for I am in daily
fear lest something be resolved upon here that would make
your answer come too late, and that thus you might be obliged
to pay the amount in question without deriving any advantage
from it, and without preserving the king’s friendship; and in
that case our ambassadors would have to come here on wings
to be able to ameliorate our situation in any degree, even if

+ that be possible. ~Above all things, therefore, is it essential to
act with the utmost promptitude, and hasten the time of the

ambassadors’ departure.

Being unable to find any one willing to share in the expense
of sending a special courier, or to pay the whole cost of it my-
self, I have been obliged to despatch it by the king’s post, and -
to direet it to Nasi at Lyons, at the cost of one franc; and
have written Lim, for the love which he bears to our republie,
promptly to forward it by special messenger, in case no regu-
lar courier is despatched from Lyons; and that your Lord-
ships will reimburse him for it, and in case you do not, then
to charge the cost of it to me. I pray your Lordships, there-

fore, to repay Nasi the amount which he has expended, and of

which he will inform you; so that he may be willing to render
us similar service on future occasions, and so that I may not
be afraid to ask it of him, or that I may not have to pay it out
of my private means.

I recommend myself to the good graces of your Lordships,
quee bene valeant.

‘ Servitor
Niccono MACHIAVELLI,
Secretary, etc.
Brors, 11 October, 1500. ;
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LETTER XXII

MaGNIFICENT SIGNORI:—

This is the 14th of the month, and his Most Christian
" Majesty has resolved to send Odoardo Bugliotto, one of his
. body servants, and bearer of this, to learn more fully your
Lordships’ intentions with regard to the money which he
claims from you, as I have explained at length to your Lord-
ships in my despateh of the 11th instant, which, for want of
other facilities, I sent by the royal post to Nasi at Lyons, with
instructions to forward it with all possible speed to your Lord-
ships. There is no occasion for me to repeat what I have
written before, inasmuch as the bearer of this will inform you
fully as to the king’s intentions, and will supply any omissions
' 1 may have made. I will only repeat what the Cardinal &’Am-
boise told me, viz.: “That, friends or enemies, we would have
“to pay, and that thus your real intentions would be made
“Lknown by your acts, for words and promises would no longer
% gatisfy them.” Assuming that your Lordships have received
my letters, and moreover as you will hear what the bearer of
this will have to say, your Lordships will decide with your
* habitual prudence as to the course which it will be best to
pursue. But I beg your Lordships, amongst other things in
connection with -this matter, to take some measures that will
oblige the person who comes to you, if he cannot or will not
favor your cause in any other way, at least to write the truth
when he reports to the king. For the unfavorable reports that
have been sent here on previous occasions are to a great de-
gree the reasons that have provoked the anger of the king,
and of the bad condition in which your interests are here at
present. ]

Nothing further ‘occurs to me to write, except to recommend
myself humbly to the good graces of your Lordships, que bene

valeant. el

Niccoro MACHIAVELLI,
Brois, 14 October, 1500, Secretary.

His Majesty the king leaves this morning for Nantes,
where he will remain a few days, and then return by way of
Lyons, ete.
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LETTER XXIIIL.

MaGNIFICENT SIGNORI:—
Having written to your Lordships on the 11th instant, and

stated at length all that his Eminence the Cardinal had said

to me respecting the money they claim that your Lordships
ought to pay, etc.; and having since then repeated the same
in my despatch of the 14th, sent by the hands of Odoardo
Bugliotto, who was sent to Florence by the king for a similar
purpose, I should not have had occasion to write again to your
Lordships, were it not that your despatch of the 3d instant
had been received, which informs me of the nomination of
Pier Francesco Tosinghi, and that he is to start on the 10th
or 12th instant. Nothing could have given me more pleasure
to learn, for the reasons which I have so repeatedly written to
your Lordships, as well as on account of the distinguished
character of the man, from whom we may hope for such fruit
as it may still be possible to gather on this soil. And although
since it was decided to send Odoardo to Florence 1 have not
been so harassed every day about the delay in the arrival of
the ambassadors, yet it seemed to me well to inform his Emi-
nence the Cardinal what your Lordships have written me,
namely, that the ambassador was to start, and must at the
present moment be near Lyons ; adding such words of my own
as seemed to me suited to calm his feelings. His Eminence
replied to me, in a few words, that it was well, and that the
ambassador ought to hasten his journey. He asked me why
there was only one ambassador, which I readily explained,
although I do not know but what they may take umbrage at
it; for your Lordships’ enemies here will not fail to comment
upon it in a dozen different ways. But I shall continue to be
on my guard, and shall spare no efforts to justify your Lord-
ships, if need be. His Eminence subsequently asked me again

. to write and urge you to come to a good resolution with regard

to the money due'to his Majesty, and to prove it by acts; as-
suring me that they had no longer any faith in fair words or
promises, and that they should clearly know what to expect,
so soon as they should hear from Bugliotto. I replied that I
would do so with the utmost diligence, although it seemed to
me unnecessary to urge your Lordships to do what was proper,
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or what you possibly could do in the interest of the king'; to
which his Eminence replied, that it would have to be proved
by facts.

Your Lordships request me to ascertain the condition of
Messer Giovanni Bentivogli’s affairs here. Now, as all doubts
as to the preservation of his state arise from the enterprise
which the Pope is carrying on against the Romagna, T will
begin my explanations with that. Your Lordships will re-
member that, soon after our first arrival here, we informed
you how the Pope pressed the king to aid him in this attempt
against the Romagna, and how the king procrastinated and
kept the Pope along with promises. For being at that time
still more hopeful as to the affairs of Germany, his Majesty
wanted the Pope to employ his power against the Colonnesi,
as was then generally believed, for the reasons which we
wrote you in some of our former communications. And the
king had given his consent that, if the Pope should neverthe-
less attempt this attack upon the Romagna, Messer Giovanni
Bentivogli should act the part of a relative, inasmuch as his
Majesty had not yet charged the Venetians, as he has done

 since, to give up the protection of the Romagna. But as since

then the ambassadors of the German Emperor have not ar-
rived, and as his Majesty is in daily apprehension of being
attacked, he was, as it were, forced to consent to the Pope’s
carrying oubt his plans against the Romagna. For in all the
possible events that may occur in Italy, his Majesty counts
more upon the Pope than upon any of the other Ttalian poten-
tates ; partly because the Pontiff has always proved himself
better armed than any other, and has suffered less from wars
hitherto, and has fewer obstacles to surmount, and is moreover
head of the Church, ete., ete. The Cardinal d’Amboise aims
also at the same mark 3 for he, being really the man that gov-
erns, has drawn upon himself the envy and enmity of all the
other powerful lords, and therefore hopes through the Pope’s

influence so to increase his own eredit as to be able the better
« to resist the envy of the others. It is said, even, that in the

creation of the new legates on account of the Turkish affairs
the Pope will name the Cardinal his legate for France.

The Venetians also, being afraid of the Turk, and advised by

the king to give up the protection of the towns of the Romagna,
have done so readily ; hoping that the Pope would move all

4
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Christian potentates in their favor. They judge moreover
that they will not lose much if those towns were to fall 'into,
the hands of the Duke Valentino, as they have taken him
under their protection, and have adopted him as their son
and, as is generally supposed, will make him Captain-Greneral,
of their forces.

Now the well-known insatiable rapacity of the Pope makes
e‘tferybody here suppose that the same reasons that have made
his Majesty and the Venetians yield their consent to the Pope’s
attempt upon the Romagna will also cause them to consent
‘tO.hlS attempt upon Messer Giovanni Bentivogli. And fearing
this, Messer Giovanni, together with the Duke of Ferrara havz :
made the greatest efforts to induce his Majesty to conse;nt to
their rendering assistance to their friends of the Romagna;
and it is only quite lately that Monseigneur d’Aubigny, at Eheil:
request, sent one of his men here expressly for that purpose ;
Yvho, however, could obtain no further answer from his Mai
jesty, than that he could not interfere, as it was a matter of
the Church, and that lie could not consent to his allies makine
any opposition to her. And quite lately, when the envoy ojf
Ma?sser Giovanni spoke to his Majesty on the subject, and
pointed out to him the danger to which his lord would be ex-
posed, unless he could depend upon his Majesty’s protection
in the event of the Pope’s succeeding in his present under-
taking, he obtained, after much talking, the following reply :
“That when it had come to the point that the Pontiffbwas act-
“ually about to attack Messer Giovanni, that then his Majesty
“would hear the reasons of the Pope and of Messer Giovanni
¢“and would then decide against whoever was in the wronn‘.”,
This is in fact all that can be learnt here in relation to Mtés-
ser Giovanni’s affairs; and as I have it from the best author-
ity, I believe it to be the truth.

: I have not yet said anything to your Lordships about Agos-

tino Semenza, for the reason that several days ago Gilbllio

Scurcigliati received letters from Messer AntonioaCola, an

agent of the Prefect of Rome, informing him of the con,ﬁnﬂ‘ i
of this envoy, but giving at the same time much more i}\.‘npof—i

tance to his mission, and a reply highly favorable to affairs

here. B_.ut as I reported that information fully in a former

COII{munlC&tiOll, it seems to me not worth while to bring it up

again now.




I sf;ated I Messer Giulio your Lordships’ favarahle
tion towards him, on' account of the good services w
has rendered ete. He thanks your Lordships, and entreats
you again to expedite his business. He has never himself
written to your Lordships, but has always made every oceur-
rence of interest here promptly known to his particular frxends
in Florence.

Since his Majesty’s arrival here a number of high person-
ages have come here, amongst them Monscigneur de Ligny,
Monseigneur de la Tremouille, the Prince of Orange, ete., but

“not a word has been said about German affairs ; nevertheless,
there are great apprehensions upon that point; and so soon
as the me Santi (All Saints) is over, the court will at once
move from here to Lyons.

The ambassadors from Naples are supposed to have arrwed
at Liyons, and the marriage between the Princess, daughter of
King Frederick, and Monswnor della Roccia, is re(ra,rded as.
definitely arranged. The Cardmale di San Severme is ex-
pected here.* Beyond this T have nothing to write, but to
recommend myself to the good graces of your Lordships,
quee bene valeant.

; : Servitor

NiccoLo MACHIAVELLL

From NaxtEs 1v BR:TT‘AﬁY, 25 October, 1500.

P. 8.—1T was just about to seal this despatch when Ugolino

Martelli received a letter from Lyons, informing him, amongst

other things, that the thirty-five scudi, which he had to pay for
expediting my despatch of the 3d September from Melun, had
- not yet been refunded to him; and that Giovanni Martelli had
written that he had as much as given it up. He complaing

very much to me about it, and I can only say in reply, that he

is entirely right, and that I would write to your Lordships

about it. I entreat you, therefore, so to arrange this matter

that I may not have to pay it myself; and that, should occa-

" sion arise, I may not be compelled to do as it happened to me

~ once at Blois, where I was obliged to send an important de-
spatch by the king’s post as far as Lyons. Valete!

_ * Federigo di San Severmo of Ml.lan w1th the title of Cardinale di San

' Teodore

ke
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LETTER XXIV.

MAGNIFICENT AND ILLUSTRIOUS SIGNORI, ETC., ETC. : — j

Although I hardly think it necessary to ask your Lordships
for my leave, firmly believing that you will have sent it to me
by the ambassador, as my remaining here after his arrival
would be superfluons; nevertheless the necessity for my being
at Florence is so urgent that, in case my leave should not have
been sent, I do not wish to be wanting to myself, and therefore
entreat your Lordshlps with the utmost respect to be pleased
to grant me that favor. For, as you are aware, my father died
a month before my departure, and since then I have lost a
sister; and my private affairs are so unsettled and without
order, that my property is in every way actually going to
waste. I hope, therefore, that your Lordships will kindly
grant my request, so that I may in some measure restore or-
der to my own affairs. I should want to remain in Florence
only one month, after which I am willing either to come back
to France, or to go to any other place Where it may please your
Lordships to send me. I recommend myself most humbly to
your Lordships, que bené valeant.
Servitor

NiccoLo MACHIAVELLI.

@

Naxres, 25 October, 1500

LETTER XXV.

Since writing my last of the 27th ultimo, I have recewed
your Lordships’ letter of the 21st, which refers to some par-

ticulars of a despatch of the 10th which has not yet come to

hand. I am therefore at a loss how to execute your Lordshlps
orders. I have determined, nevertheless, to speak to the king
and the Cardinal about your Lordships’ apprehensions on ac-

count of the rumors that have reached you from many quarters

as to the evil disposition of the army of the Duke Valentino
" towards your Lordships; and how seriously this matter dis-
turbs you, being without any organized force of men-at-arms.
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I therefore relied altogether upon his Majesty, and entreated
Lhim to be pleased to aid you with such means as he might
deem necessary ; and that on your part you would not fail to
do everything in your power to save your liberty; and that if
you were assailed by the Orsini and the Vitelli, you would seelk
to defend yourselves. IHis Majesty, being at the moment very
much occupied, made no reply except that I should speak to
the Cardinal d’Amboise about it. I therefore went immedi-
ately to see his Eminence, and spoke to him in the same sense
as I had done to his Majesty ; adding such further remarks in
favor of your cause as the time permitted. He replied that he
did not believe that the Pope would attempt to engage in any
enterprise in Italy, without first conferring with his Majesty

the king on the subject; and as he had not done so, he did .

not think the Pope would make any such attempt. But should
he yet consult his Majesty, or attempt such an attack inde-
pendently, then in the first case his Majesty would not.give his
consent, and in the latter he would lend you his assistance,
provided you maintained your friendly relations with his Ma-
jesty. And then he began to complain again of the delay in
the ecoming of your ambassadors, ete., ete. And as to the part
of the Colonnesi, he reflected a moment, and then said, ¢ Pre-
“gerve the friendship of the king, and then you will not need
“his assistance; but if you lose his good graces, all the hclp
¢ will not sufﬁce you.”

I replied in a becoming manner ; but respeeting the Lucohcse
it seemed to me best neither to touch upon that subject nor to
make any further reply, for I did nof want to irritate them
meore than what they are already until the arrival of your am-
bassador, hoping that his instructions may be satisfactory to
the king, and that then we may be able to discuss the point
in question more freely, particularly as, according to the time
of his departure from Florence, the ambassador ought shortly to

- be here.

Afterwards, on All Souls’ Day, came your Lordships’ letter
of the 10th ultimo, and, after carefully studying its contents, I
returned again to the Cardinal,and explained to him briefly the

. causes of your apprehensions; and that it would be easy for

the Duke Valentino, after once having taken Faenza, to make.

an attack upon Florence, and, having one of your rebels with
him, it would not be difficult for him to make a hostile at-
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tempt against your liberties. Such an act would prove an
injury to your Lordshipsand a dishonor to his Majesty. And
we being his Majesty’s most devoted and trusted friends, it
would be very proper for his Eminence to.write to the Pope
and to the Duke Valentino that whatever they might attempt
against your Lordships would be the same as if they attempted
it against his Majesty.

Thereupon his Eminence took me by the hand and led me to
the Grand Chancellor and the Marquis of Rothelin, who were
near by, and then began again, as he had done several times
before, to speak of all the trouble he had taken for your Lord-
ships’ benefit, and of the dishonor to which the king had been
subjected from his affection for you; but that you had broken
the treaties by refusing to pay the money due by you to the
Swiss, etc. ; and that now, being afraid of the Pope, you claimed
the aid and support of the king, which his Majesty, however,
would not grant unless it was clearly understood whether or
not you intended to remain his friends. For to write any-
thing in your favor would be acting adversely to the people of
Lucca, Sienna, and your other enemies, whom his Majesty did
not want to become his enemies when your Lordships ceased
to be his friends. :

I replied to the first point the same as I had already done
several times; and as to the others, I said that there was no
reason to have any doubts as to your Lordships’ friendship,
any more than there was for having any particular eonsidera-
tion for either the Lucchese or the Siennese, when the ques-
tion was as to his Majesty’s giving you his aid and support;
for that I could not recall either the one or the other having
rendered his Majesty any special service. Nor did I know
what they had been able to do in time of peace or in war, nor
what service could be hoped for from them now. But that I
well knew what your Lordships had done for the present king,
as well as for his predecessor; and that in their time of ad-
versity, when the fidelity of friends is put to the test, you
alone of all the Italian powers had remained faithful; that

you did not deserve to be treated thus, and that a Most Chris--

tian King ought not to allow your Lordships to be subjected to
it. The Cardinal replied to me merely in the following words:
“Write to your ambassador to come at once, or to send his
“instruetions to you, so that we may know the intentions of
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“your government. After thadi we shall not
“do all that ought to be done for your Signoria.” fold him
of the Pope’s envoy that had been sent to Pisa on the 12th to
which he answered in an excited manner, that that was noth-
ing, and that I had better do what he had recommended, ete.

The, day after, which was yesterday, Robertet came to meet
me, saying, “1 have special orders from his Majesty and from
“the Cardinal to write to Monseigneur d’Aubigny at Milan, and
- “to our ambassador at Rome, and to charge the one to signify

“to the Pope, and the other to the Duke Valentino, how dis-
“pleased his Majesty was to learn that there was talk in the -

“army which was at present in the Romagna of going with

“rebels and other enemies to attack the Florentlnes Whlch his

“Majesty would not in any way permit.” In short, he told me
that he was instructed to write as strongly as possible in favor
of your Lordships. I asked him to give me that letter, but he
said that le had no instructions to that effect, and that he
thought it was better so, as otherwise it might appear as
though we had begged for such action. :

This is all T have to communicate to your Lordships in reply
to your last letter, nor is there anything else new here, except
that his Majesty the king leaves to-day for Tours, where he is
to give an audience to the ambassadors from Germany.

Bene valete!
1 Servitor :

NiccoLo MACHIAVELLI,

Navres, 4 November, 1500. Secretary.

\

.LETTER XXVL*

“.’[mvmcmm SIGNORI, ETC.: —

On the 4th instant I wrote to our illustrious Signoria in

l,reply to two of their despa.tches of the 11th and 21st ultimo.
His Majesty the king having since then left Nates for Tours,
I resolved not to sep.arate myself from the court (although

they went by cross-roads); thinking that your Lordships’ an-
swer to the propositions which Odoardo Bugliotto had gone to =

* This Ietter is directed to “The Ten of Liberty and I’eace,” who had been

B, re-established, as stated elsewhere.

_ﬁ_niifht arrwe durmg ﬂus time. And ‘this ha}ﬁpﬁned }“ﬁ 5*5

had supposed ; for just as his Majesty reached Champagne, a
small village about ten leagues from Tours, the letters from
your _Lo_rds.hlps arrived, with the answer given by our illus-

trious Signoria to Odoardo. But as I arrived on the 18th at

about’ two o’clock in the night, I put off until morning to

ask for an audience and to speak in accordance with your

Lordships’ instructions. The next morning I went to court,
and by chance found his Eminence the Cardinal d’Amboise

alone and unoccupied. I deemed it best to seize this opportu-
nity, notwithstanding my intention to speak first to his Ma-

jesty the king, and approaching his Eminence I told him that

I had received letters from your Lordships, with a copy of the
answer given to Odoardo; but that it was hardly worth while

- to repeat it to him, as his Majesty had been fully informed of

it by Odoardo himself. I added that your Lordships felt per-

suaded that their answer and resolution would not be entirely

satisfactory to his Majesty, considering the necessities to which
circumstances had exposed him. But considering, on the other
hand, the anxieties which your Lordships had experienced, and
to whmh you were still exposed, and the heavy expenses which
your Lordships had borne, and were still compelled to bear
from not being able to recover your possessions, and from your
desire to sustain the name and fame of France in Italy, you
could not believe but what his Most Christian Majesty would

aceept their resolution, and would be satisfied to bear for a
. short time the delay in the payment of a portion of the amount .

claimed, in recognition of the services which our republic had

rendered to him. And if to this were added the restitution of

Pictrasanta, which would be no more than reasonable, and
which your Lordships’ fidelity had so well merited, and to
which a strict observance of the treaty stipulations and, the

- malevolence of the Lucchese fairly entitled 'you, it would com-

pletely resuscitate -our republic, and would encourage the

~ Florentine people to devote their substance and their blood

to the service of his Most Christian Majesty ; and would so
restore their credit and reputation, that neither the Pope nor

~ the Venetians would venture to assail their state or their liber-

ties, as they are now presuming to do. I enlarged upon these
polnts as much as the subject and the patience of the Cardinal
TOL. TIL° 9 :
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would permit. His Eminence replied that it was true that, by
vour answer to Odoardo, your Lordships confessed your in-
debtedness to his Majesty, and had ordered an immediate pay-
ment of ten thousand ducats at Milan; but that this did not
satisfy his Majesty, who had suffered great inconvenience from
having disbursed this money for your account; and that it
would he of no use to argue in favor of your Lordships, unless
the whole amount had actually been paid ; and that myself, as
well ag the ambassador, whenever he should arrive, must ex-
pect an unfavorable answer from the king. As his Eminence
afforded me the time to do so, I replied by showing him at
length that his Majesty’s displeasure, if real, was nevertheless
very unreasonable ; not because he wanted to have back what
belonged to him, but in failing to look at it in the way a father
should towards his sons, which would be to accept their acts,
not according to his wishes, but according to their ability. I
enlarged upon this view of the matter with such arguments as
the nature of the case suggested; but conld obtain no other
conelusion' from his Eminence than that this money was re-
quired by his Majesty to pay the men-at-arms which he had in
Lombardy ; still, if your Lordships wanted a little time on a
_ portion of this money, they would have to come to an under-
standing about it with Monseigneurs d’Aubigny and de Chau-
mont, governors at Milan ; and if they were willing to wait a few
months, his Majesty would also be satisfied. I observed that

this was not the answer which I had anticipated, and which .

our republic had confidently counted upon. And as I knew
that it would only humiliate and discourage your Lordships,
I was not willing to communicate it; for 1 felt persuaded that
__your Lordships, deprived of all hope of achieving any good,
would give yourselves up to despair; and believing that such
an ansier would neither be of advantage to his Majesty nor to
your Lordships, I was not willing to write it; but would rather
wait in the hope of a different response, such as your Lordships
merited for your good faith, as well as for the actual services
rendered to his Most Christian Majesty. Unable to obtain any-
" thing else from his Eminence, I took my leave, and the same

morning saw his Majesty the king, and spoke to him in the
- same spirit; and in the most earnest and effective language

that T could command, I pointed out to his Majesty how faith-

ful your Lordships had ever been to him, and how sincere your
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desire was to satisfy him; and how easy it was for his Majesty
to show his affection for your Lordships. T also explained the
reasons that made the immediate payment of the amount due
to his Majesty quite impossible at this moment, etc. But net
to weary your Lordships by repeating the same thing over and
over again, I will merely state that I omitted to say nothing that
I thought would be of service for his Majesty to hear on this
subject. But I could obtain nothing from him except the usnal
complaints as to the money paid out by him, and the dishonor
to his arms by our fault. And although I replied in a becom-
ing manner to all these complaints, yet I failed to convinee his
Majesty upon any one point, nor did I succeed in gaining any
other fruit from this interview. :

After that we came on to Tours on the same day, and there
had a conversation with a friend from whom I have heen in
the habit of obtaining seeret information about the Pope, and

" more particularly as to the negotiations now going on between
the Pope and the Venetians. He confided to me that the am-

bassador of his Majesty of France at present at Venice, sub-
orned by the Pope’s ambassador, had stated in the Venetian
Senate that he had learned from various sources, all worthy of
faith, that the Florentines, the Bolognese, the Duke of Ferrara,
and the Marquis of Mantua had formed a close league amongst
themselves, under the pretext of mutual defence of their states,
but in reality for the purpose of turning their combined arms

- against his Majesty of France, whenever the Emperor of Ger-

many should make an attack upon Lombardy. And that your
illustrious Signoria ought to be very careful to inform his Ma-
jesty of this, from a feeling of obligation to him for all the ben-
efits received, ete., ete. My friend told me furthermore, that,
when the French ambassador made this statement to the Sen-
ate, they replied, that this was very probable, for the parties
named were all armed, and pretended to be dissatisfied with the
conduct of the Frencli; that the Senate would write to their am-
bassador, and that he also ought to write to the king about it.
This friend of mine told me, moreover, that the Pope’s am-

bassador here had ekpress instructions to persuade the king of

the truth of this statement, and to suggest that he could easily
avert this trouble by putting Piero de’ Medici in power again in
Florence, and in that way establish a government there that
would be eutirely devoted to his Majesty. That by doing this
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lie would deprive Ferrara, Mantua, and Bologna of their head,
and thus prevent them from carrying on their machinations
“against the king. Adding to all this, that inasmuch as the
Cardinal de’ Mediei was a churchman, it was the duty of his
Holiness to act thus, particularly as this Cardinal had sup-
plicated the Pope to aid him in his efforts to re-enter his own
country and home ; and that his Holiness, moved by just such
prayers, had been compelled to consent to grant him such aid.
But that his Holiness asked no other help from his Majesty the
king than to preserve a strict neutrality ; and that by consent-
ing to this, and showing that he had abandoned your friend-
ship, and withdrawn the protection hitherto extended to the
other princes, he would add to the Pope’s credit and reputation
to that degree, that in a short time he should feel encouraged
with his own forces, and such as the Venetians would furnish
him, to deprive Giovanni Bentivogli of his state, and to com-
pel your Lordships to re-establish Piero de’ Medici in Florence ;
and that thus he would make Ferrara and Mantua come to him
with the halter around their necks. And by way of giving still
more credit to this enterprise and to his desire, the Pope begged
his Majesty, besides granting his consent, also to send a few
hundred lances to the borders of the Bolognese territory, whilst
the Venetians would send theirs where they would be of most use.

My friend tells me, furthermore, that all these things are
~ already done, ‘and that they urge; beg, and importune his Ma-
jesty the king to give his sanction to 1t all; and that it was for
no other purpose that they had brought Piero de¢’ Medici from
France to Pisa, but to-have him near at hand for the execution
of their designs.

Upon hearing all this, which seemed to me a plot worthy of
our Most Holy Father the Pope, I resolved to say something to
his Eminence of Amboise on the subject; and seizing the first
suitable moment, I complained to his Eminence of the malignity
of your Lordships’ enemies, but spoke only in general terms,
without mentioning either the Pope or the Venetians; saying
that they pcrsuaded themselves they could make his M(chty
the king believe that your Lordships wanted to alienate them-
selves from him ; that I did not want, for the purpose of op-
" posing these rash and infamous calumnies, to allege either our
good faith in the past, nor the present proofs of it, but wished
merely to show how unreasonable it was that your Lordships
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should hope for help from the Emperor, who had not even been

able to help or defend Milan, which was regarded as belonging
to him ; and that knowing this you should be willing to make
an enemy of a king whom your Lordships imagined they had
laid under obligations to them, by so many perils and expendi-
tures which they had borne and incurred for his sake. Nor
could T comprehend how the Bolognese or the Ferrarese could
place their hopes on any one else but his Majesty of France,
being by the very position of their states obliged, under all
circumstances, to follow the fortunes of whoever possessed

Milan ; the one from fear of the Pope, and the other from dread

of the Venetians. But that his Majesty ought to be well on his
guard against those who sought the destruction of his friends,
for no other purpose than their own aggrandizement, and to
enable them the more easily to wrench Italy from his hands.
That his Majesty ought to prevent all this by adopting the prac-
tice of sovereigns who wish to establish their power in a foreign
provinee ; namely, to weaken the powerful, conciliate the sub-
jected, sustain their friends, and to beware of associates, that is
to say, of such as want to exercise an equal share of power with
them in that province. And if his Majesty would look around
and see who were the parties that desired to be his associates
and share his power in Italy, he would find that it was not your
Lordships, nor Ferrara, nor Bologna, but those who in the past
had always sought to dominate the country.

His Emlnenee heard me patiently, and then replied, that the .

king was in the highest degree prudent; that his ears were long,
but his belief short; that he listened to everything, but put faith
only in what he could touch with his hands and prove true.
And that besides having written to Rome and Milan some time
ago, when I had first spoken to him on the subject, he had only
three days since written again, of his own motion, and in the
most earnest manner, in commendation of your interests, And
that although Monseigneur d’Allegri had been allowed to go
with a hundred lances into the Romagna to aid the Duke Val-
entino, yet it was with the express injunction in every way to
favor your interests; and that your Lordships would see, when
your ambassador arrived, that his Majesty would not be want-
ing in his duty, if you did not fail on your part, and offered
more acceptable terms as to the payment of the money due
him. Since then Robertet has spoken to me in the same
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spirit, assuring me that his Majesty would not himself do any-
thing wrong towards you, nor would he permit others to do so,
if only the Florentines would not harm themselves by their dis-
-union and by harboring within their walls persons who had
little love for the liberties of the republic; to which, he said,
your Lordships ought to look carefully. In replying to his
Eminence I had no difficulty in justifying your Lordships upon
this matter of disunion, the idea of which it is above all things
important to remove from their minds, for the mere belief of it
would produce as bad consequences here as the reality would
with you in Florence.

I have nothing further of interest to communicate, for no one
speaks of the propositions which the German ambassadors have
brought. Those who visit them are observed and noted, as well
as those who talk about them with too much curiosity. i

Whilst writing T received a letter from Pier Francesco To-
singhi, in answer to several of mine, which I addressed to him
at a venture. I learn from this letter that his Magnificence
arrived at Lyons on the 2d instant, and was to have left there
on the 15th on his way here. I expect him with impatience,
and may God grant him better fortune than what those have
had who have hitherto been charged with this mission.

I recommend myself to the good graces of your Lordships,
quee bene valeant.

Servitor

: ; NiccoLo MACHIAVELLI,

- Tougs, 21 November, 1500. Secrelary.

LETTER XXVII.

MAGKIFICENT SIGNORI: — ‘

On the 21st instant I replied to your Lordships’ letter, and
informed you fully of what his Majesty and the Cardinal d’Am-
boise had told me about the answer given by the Illustrious
Signoria of Florence to Odoardo. I also wrote you about the
intrigues set on foot by the Pope and the Venetians for the
purpose of making your Lordships suspected to his Majesty,
‘and what D’ Amboise had said to me on the subject. Although
I have nothing of special interest to say, yet I will not lose the
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opportunity of some one’s going to Italy to inform your Lord-
ships of what has occurred here since my last.

Not being altogether satisfied with the answer made me by
the resolution which your Lordships have recently taken with
regard to the sum claimed by his Majesty ; and news having
reached here that the Duke Valentino had seized the Val di
Lamona, and that he counted upon obtaining possession of

. Faenza erelong, and then hearing that Piero de’ Medici was at

Pisa, and moreover that a new ambassador had arrived from
Lucea, with instructions, it is said, to pay at once ten thousand
ducats to his Majesty on condition that Pietrasanta should be
given up to them; and in addition to all this that Messrs. de la
Palisse and de Chatillon had been sent by the queen to Pisa as
governors ; — in view of all this, I say, I determined to present
myself once more before his Majesty. I pointed out to him
again, that if the answer given by our illustrious Signoria to
Odoardo was not exactly according to his Majesty’s wishes, it
was owing to the absolute impossibility of doing better, in con-
sequence of the heavy expenses to which you had been and
continued to be subjected, having the victorious army of the
Duke Valentino on your borders, who constantly threatened
to assail your Lordships, not so much with his own forces as
with those of his Majesty, and who constantly boasts of being
thus supported, which is calculated to produce very bad ef-
fects unless his Majesty promptly put a stop to it. To all
this his Majesty replied at once: “Why, we have written in
¢ duplicate to our lieutenants in Italy, that, if the Duke Val-
«entino should attempt anything against the Florentines or
“the Bolognese, they should instantly march against the Duke

“ Valentino, so that upon this point you may rest in perfect

“ gecurity.”

And then his Majesty began his usual complaints; and as to
the other matters that I had touched upon, namely, the queen’s
having sent governors to Pisa, and the proposition of the Lue-
chese with regard to Pietrasanta, his Majesty replied, in general
terms, that we had broken our agreements with him in not
having at the very first made payment of the money due him,
and that even now we were not willing to do so in a way that
he might avail himself of. And to all T could say or allege,
(and I talked to him so long that I feared to abuse his pa-

tience,) I could obtain no further reply. And when I finally
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said to him that your ambassador would be here within two
days, he answered, « Perhaps he may come too late.”
Thercupon I left his Majesty and went to seek Robertet, and
in discussing with him all I have written above, he told me
there was no truth in the story of Mongeigneur de la Palisse
having been sent to Pisa; and that if Piero de’ Medici was
really at Pisa, he was not there by order of the king, but be-
cause he had been called there by the Duke Valentino, to see
whether his presence there could in any way advance the Duke’s
projects. And that it was perfectly true that his Majesty had
written three times, or even oftener, to his licutenants in favor
of your Lordships and of the Bolognese ; adding, under a pledge
of secrecy, “ That the success of the Duke Valentino had be-
“come very distasteful to his Majesty.” And as to the Lue-
chese, he told me that they were making every possible effort
to get Pietrasanta back again, offering ten thousand ducats,
and even more, for it, and that there was danger of their suc-

cess owing to the king’s dissatisfaction with your tardiness in

paying his claims. And when I had replied to all this in a

becoming manner, he stated as his general conelusion, that

according to his own judgment, as well as what he had heard
others say to his Majesty the king and to the Cardinal d’Am-
boise respecting your Lordships’ inferests, it seemed to him
certain that, if your Lordships would endeavor not to"injure
yourselves, when it came to the proof, you need never appre-
hend anything that was not for your advantage. And with
this assurance I took my leave of his Lordship. I now await
the arrival of the ambassador with the greatest impatience, so
as to see what turn your affairs will take, and to be able to

. judge of them more correctly.

I will only now remind your Lordships, with the utmost re-
spect, of a matter that we wrote about very fully on our first
coming here, but which we have not touched upon since, partly

because we did not wish to appear presumptuous, and also °

because you have in Florence some extremely prudent citizens,
who are much more experienced than ourselves in the ways
of this court; namely, that your Lordships should arrange
to have some one here who will act as your friend, and who
will defend and protect your interests, the same as is done by
all others who have any business with this court; and indeed
I cannot but think that the ambassador who is coming here is
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fully prepared upon this point. And I can assure your Lord-

ships that, if your ambassador cannot at least give some proofs

of gratitude to Robertet, he will find himself completely at a
loss here, to such an extent and degree that he will hardly be
able to expedite an ordinary letter.

The embassy from Germany, which consists of a M. Philip
de Nanso (Nassau) and two other gentlemen, had yesterday its
first audience of his Majesty the king. There were present the
Cardinal d’Amboise, Monseigneurs de la Tremouille and d’Au-
bigny, the Grand Chancellor, the Maréchal de Gié, the Prince
of Orange, the Marquis de Rothelin, and Monseigneur de Cla-
ry, together with the ambassadors of the Pope, of Spain, and
of Venice, and three or four Italian gentlemen. The address
of ‘the ambassadors was in ordinary and general terms, to the
effect that the Empire deemed it necessary that all Christen-
dom should arm for the purpose of putting a stop to the vio-
lence of the infidels; and that, unless this were done, the
Christian republic would with difficulty be able to maintain
itself against the daily spoliations of the Turk. And as it
was impossible for all Christendom to arm, unless peace pre-
vailed between the Empire and his most Christian Majesty, as
chiefs of Christendom, they had been sent here for no other
purpose than to promote such a peace. The ambassador
touched upon no other point in his address, and employed
only such words and phrases as are customary on similar
ceremonious occasions. After the audience his Majesty ap-
pointed four commissioners to negotiate this treaty of peace.
This commission consists of his Eminence the Cardinal, the
Grand Chancellor, Monseigneur de Bourbon, and the Maréchal
de Gié; and the whole is to be completed this week, after

which, it is said, his Majesty will leave for Blois; and nothing

more is said about Lyons.
I recommend myself to the good graces of your Lordships,
quee bene valeant.
Servitor
Niccoro MACHIAVELLI,
* Touzrs, 24 November, 1500. Seeretary,
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LETTER XXVIII.

MAGNIFICENT SIGNORI : —

Having received several letters from the Magistracy of the
Ten, in reply to several of my despatches addressed to your
Lordships, and having in turn informed the said Magistracy
of all that velates to the interests of our republie, I deem it
superfluous to repeat the same things to your most excellent
Lordships. The only thing that induces me to write now is to
present my homage to your Lordships, and to recommend
myself most lmmbly to your good graces. I am furthermore
moved to write by the affection I bear to Messer Giulio Scur-
cigliati of Naples; not for any particular service that he has
rendered to me personally, but because of his warm, fruitful,
constant, and affectionate labors in favor of the liberties of
our republic. And therefore I beg most earnestly to recom-
mend this gentleman to your Lordships; and humbly to ask
© that, if you desire to have him continue your friend and de-
fender here, and if your Lordships do not wish to be charged
with ingratitude by the whole court here at seeing all Messer
Giulio’s services unrecognized, you will be pleased to aid him

with your sovereign hand, and to faver him by looking into
the litication in which he is involved with the heirs of Pier- -

antonio Bandini. For I assure your Lordships that when he
received the news, some three days ago, that a decision in
the matter had not been rendered because of the inhibition,
ete., ete., he became so furious at the wrong which he con-
ceived had been done him, that, if T had not been present, he
would have rushed to the court to cry out and complain of the
injury, ete.

He complains of several things: firstly, that your Lordships
had remitted his case to the ordinary tribunal, whilst it ought
to have been summarily adjudged by your Lordships your-
selves ; secondly, thatsthis ordinary tribunal had so protracted
the matter that it afforded time to his adversaries to obtain
an order of inhibition ; thirdly, that the woman has been re-
lieved from banishment; and fourthly, that the person who
is charged with watching his interests at Florence has de-
prived him of all hope of being able to obtain his rights by
these proceedings; and finally, that in the inhibition his ad-
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versaries had called him “ merchant and usurer.” He claims
that he asks no more than his own capital, and is Wllhnn to
forego all accrued interest.

So far as I am concerned, Magnificent Signori, I know
nothing of Scureigliati’s case, but I do know that so long as
your relations with his Majesty are so uncertain, and as it
were in the air, few persons can be of service to you, whilst it
is in every one’s power to injure you; and therefore I have
thought it not amiss, but rather necessary on the whole, to
manage this man and temporize with him. And if you do 1ot,
he will, at the receipt of the first letter from Florence, rush
like lightning through the court, and the evil he will say of
you will be more readily believed than all the good he has said
before. For he is a man of some influence and credit here,
—a fluent talker, most audacious, importunate, and terrible,
and of uncontrollable passions,—and therefore apt to carry
through whatever he undertakes. I have enlarged upon this
matter solely from my devotion to my country; and my belief
that it was for her good has made me write as I have done.
Your most excellent Lordships will, I trust, hold me excused,
and will act in the whole matter with your wonted goodness
and wisdom.

I recommend myself most humbly to your Lordships.

Servitor

Niccoro MACHIAVELLI
- Tours, 24 November, 1500.

« THE MAGISTRACY OF THE TEN TO FRANCESCO DELLA
CASA AND NICCOLO MACHIAVELLI.

SrecTaBiLes VIRL ETC. :—

As we have promised you several times that upon the ar-
rival of our ambassador at court we would give you leave
to return here, we have this day passed a resolution to that
effect, inasmuch as two days since we had letters from our
said ambassador, dated the last day of November, announcing
his arrival. And having replied to him and instructed him




ar
dzene durmg your stay at court,

Bone vl SSION TO THE DUKE OF VALENTINOIS,

- Ex Panario Frorextino, 12 December, 1500, :
i : OctoBER 5, 1502.

 CesArm Bore1a, second son of Pope Alexander V1., was originally in-
tended for the Church, and had been made Cardinal of Valence by his father.
But after the assassination of his elder brother, the Duke of Gandia, charged
by all the writers of the day upen Cesare, he doffed the cardinal’s hat and
~eagerly seized the sword as more congenial to him. His father, the Pope,.
‘granted him a bull of secularization, and sent him with letters of credence
~ and strong recommendations to King Louis XII. of France, as hearer of the

u d%po’s bull dissolving the marriage of the King with- the Queen Jeanne,

“ﬂms enabling Louis XIL to marry Anne of Brittany, widow of King

Charles VIIL, of whom he had been cnamored whilst yet Duke of Orleans.

At the same time Cesare Borgia was bearer of the cardinal's hat for Georges.

&’Amboise, Archbishop of Rouen and prime minister of Louis XII. In ree-

ognition of these services the king, who had already made Cesare Duke of

Valentinois, gave him for wife Carlotta @’Albret, daughter of the Sieur d’Al-

Dbret; and from Cardinal &’ Amboise he obtained the promise of aid and sup-

~ port in the establishment of a state for himself in the Romagna, which had

been given him by his father, Pope Alexander VL., together with the com-

. mand of the papal forces. The Romagna, however, was at that time occu-

pied by a namber of petty lords and despots, some of whom were employed
. by the Duke of Valentinois as eaptams of h1s troops. These fearing lest the

.~ Duke would dispossess them, met in secret at Magione, in the Perugian

" territory, to devise measures for thwarting the Duke’s projects. Tmmediately
| after his return from France, however, the Duke pushed his military move-

| ments with extraordinary energy and skill, and very quickly made himself
master of Faenza, Urbino, ete. Feeling the importance of having the sup-

- port and alliance of the Florentine republic, wlgese territory ad]omed the
- Romagna, Cesare requested the Signoria of Florence to send an ambassador
to him with whom he could treat of these matters. The Signoria aceord-
ingly sent Francesco Soderini, Cardinal of Volterra, and Niecolo Machiavelli

" to him at Urbino; but the demands of the Duke for an alliance and a change

[ in the government of Florence, by which he hoped to facilitate his fature

- plans of conquest in Tuscany, were such as the envoys could not accede to.

The Duke gave them four days for a final reply, during which Machiavelli

 returned to Florence for the purpose of consulting the government; the result
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of which was that the Signoria wrote to Soderini to inform the Duke of the
impossibility of their complying with his demands.

Meantime, however, the Florentine government beeame stiil more alarmed
by the disturbances in the Val di Chiano and Arezzo, which had been stirred

~up by some of the Duke’s captaing, especially Vitellozzo Vitelli.  Although

‘these disturbances were quieted and Arezzo restored to the Florentines by the
intervention of the French, yet they had produced such an impression upon
the Florentine government that they resolved on the 5th of October, 1502, to

. despatch Machiavelli on a special mission to the Dulke of Valentinois and to

remain near him and watch his movements.  This is the mission that gave
rise to the following despatehes from Machiavelli to the Signoria, which are
of the highest interest, especially as they contain an authentic aceount of the
proceedings of the Duke of Valentinois at Sinigaglia in killing Vitellozzo
Vitelli, Oliverotto da Fermo, and the Signor Paclo and the Duke Gravina
Orsini. :

COMMISSION
GIVEN TO NICCOLO MACHIAVELLI, 57 OCTOBER, 1502,

Niccoro,— We send you to his Excellency the Duke Valen-
tino at Imola, with letters of credence, and you will proceed
thither as speedﬂy as: possible. At your first interview you
will explain to his Excellency that we have learnt within the

last few days that, after his return to Romagna, the Orsini have .

become alienated and detached from his Excellency ; that they
have appointed a meeting with their adherents at Magione, in
the Perugian territory, and that according to current report

‘the Duke of Urbino and the Signor Bartolommeo del Viano are

also to be there for the purpose of negotiating and adopting
some project against his Excellency, which we regard as equally
directed against his Most Christian Majesty the king of France.
Also, that we have been cunningly invited to send a deputy
there, with the view to coming to some understanding with
them. But that we continue the same as ever disposed and

resolved to remain good friends with the Sovereign Pontiff and

his Excellency, and firmly resolved not to separate ourselves

Afrom them, nor from our devotion to the king of France, on
‘whose friendship and protection our republic depends. And
 that therefore, when his interests are in question, or those of

his allies or their adherents, we cannot do otherwise than to

~ make known to him what is going on and what we hear, and
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“to do our duty towards him as good friends. And that for

these reasons we have sent you promptly to his Excellency, as
the importance of the matter seemed to demand it, to assure
him anew that, in the midst of these movements of our neigh-

- bors, we are resolved to have due regard for what concerns

him, and to continue our good will towards him the same as-
ever. For we regard all the friends of France as our friends,
and whenever their interests are concerned ours are equally
involved. This seems to us sufficient for your first andience,
in which you will in every way show his Excellency that we
place every degree of hope and confidence in him. You may
enlarge upon all this as the occasion may prompt you, ampli-
fying your remarks with all the circumstances that bear upon
the subject, and which we need not specify as you are fully
informed upon this whole matter. But we desire you not to go
outside of it, nor to touch upon any other subject. And should
his Excellency question you beyond this, you will reserve to
yourself to communicate with us and await our reply. = After
this first exposé, either at the same audience or at a subsequent
one, you will state to his Excellency that you have been par-
ticularly instructed to thank him most cordially for the service
which he has rendered to our merchants in ordering the resto-
ration of those cloths that had been retained at Urbino for
several months, and which, according to the news in our mar-
kets to-day, have been restored to the agents of those mer-
chants in a most friendly and courteous manner; and you will
say to his Excellency that we regard this service as having
been done to ourselves personally, as well as to our republic.
And after that, when a favorable opportunity presents itself,
you will ask his Excellency in our name to grant security and
safe conduet to the goods of our merchants on their passage

‘through his states and territories on their way to and from the
. Levant. As this is an object of the greatest importance to us,

commerce being as it were the vital part of our republic, you
will use your best efforts to achieve the success we so much
desire.
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LETTER I

MAGKIFICENT SIGNORI, BIC, :—

Finding myself not well on horseback at my departure from
Florence, and believing that my commission required all speed,
I took the post at Scarperia and came here without loss of time,
arriving to-day at about the eighteenth hour. Having léft my
horses and servants behind, I presented myself at once, in my
travelling costume, to his Excellency, who received me most
graciously. After presenting my credentials, 1 explained to

- his Excellency the object of my coming, beginning by thanking

him for the restitution of the cloths. I then spoke of the de-
fection of the Orsini, of their meeting with their adherents,

‘how they had cunningly endeavored to induce your Lordships

to unite with them, and of your disposition in regard to your
friendship with the king of France and your devotion to the
Church, amplifying in the best manuer I could the reasons that
bind you in friendship to these two powers, and caused you to
avoid any alliance with their adversaries. I assured him that
under all circumstances your Lordships would have every con-
sideration for the interests of his Excellency consistent with
your friendship for the king of France and your ancient devo-
tion to the Church, as well as the affection which you had ever
borne to his Excellency, regarding as you do all the friends of
France as your allies and particular friends.

His Excellency made no reply to what I said respeeting the
restitution of the merchandise, but, passing to the other matters,
he thanked your Lordships for your offers and obliging demon-
strations. After that he said that he had always desired your
friendship, and that, if he had failed to obtain it, it was owing
more to the malice of others than to any fault of his own,—
adding that he wished to relate to me what he had never before
told any one respecting his coming to Florence with his army.
And then he told me that ever since the taking of Faenza, and
his attempt upon Bologna, the Orsini and th(. Vitelli had been
after him trying to persuade him fto return to Rome by way of
Florence, which he had refused, because the Pope, by a speeial

© brief, had instructed him differently. That thereupon Vitel-

lozzo had thrown himself at his feet, weeping, and begging him
to come that way, and promising him that no harm of any
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kind should be done either to the country or the city. But
that, still refusing to consent, they had so beset him with
prayers to that effect, that he finally yielded, but under a
pledge on their part that no damage should be done to the
country, and that the subject of the Medici should not he
mentioned.

Wishing, however, to derive some benefit from his coming
to Florence, he had thought of availing ¢f the opportunity to
form a friendship with your Lordships, which is proved by the
fact that he had engaged in no negotiations, or had hardly
said one word respecting the Medici, a fact well known by the
commissioner who had treated with him, and that he never al-
lowed Piero de’ Medici to come to his camp. And that whilst-
they were at Campi the Orsini and the Vitelli had repeatedly
asked permission of him to present themselves at Florence or
at Pistoja, showing him how they could strike some successful
blows; but that so far from consenting, he had made them
understand by a thousand protests that he would rather fight
them himself. That afterwards, when the treaty was con-
cluded, the Orsini and the Vitelli, on pretence that he had con-
sulted only his own interests and not theirs, and that his
coming to Florence had been solely for his bencﬁt and to their
injury, had tried by dishonest means to break the treaty; and
had committed all sorts of outrages for the purpose of giving
offence to your Lordships, and to disturb the good understand-
ing between yourselves and him. Nor had it been possible for
him to remedy these outrages, because he could not be in all
places at once ; and also because your Lordships had not paid
him the subsidies stipulated and provided for. Thus matters
had remained until the month of June past, willin the revolt of
Arezzo occurred, respecting which he told me, the same as he
had previously told the Bishop of Volterra, that he had not

~ heard anything until then, Still he was pleased that it had

oceurred, for he thought the occasion might be used to render
your Lordships a service that would merit your acknowledg-
ments. But that even then nothing was done, either beeause
of the ill-luck of both parties, or because our republic was not
disposed to treat and conclude an arrangement that would
have been mutually advantageous, which, however, had not
caused him much uneasiness. DBut being disposed to render
you“a service, and knowing the wishes of the king, he had
VOL. TIL. 10 . '
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written and at once had sent messengers to Vitellozzo to with-
draw from Arezzo. And not content with this, he had himself
gone with his troops to Citta di Castello, and could easily have
deprived Vitellozzo of his state, for the principal inhabitants
had come to offer themselves to him; and this, he said, was
the cause of Vitellozzo’s ill-will and dissatisfaction. As to the
Orsini, he said that he really knew not what had given rise to
their indignation and their departure from the court of Rome

without leave of the Pope. Subsequently, when they saw that

his Majesty the king had treated him better than the Cardinal
of their name, and had bestowed great honors upon him, to
which came furthermore certain reports that had been spread
that Tie intended to deprive them of their possessions, then the
Orsini abandoned him, and joined that gathering of bankrupts
at Magione. And although he had received several messages
from Signor Giulio Orsino, protesting that they had no inten-
tion of opposing him, ete., ete., yet he knew full well that the
reason why they did not wish to declare themselves openly
against him was that they had received his money. But if
ever they did so declare themselves, he would look upon them
as greater fools than he had ever supposed them to be, for not
knowing.how to choose a better moment for injuring him than
the present, when the king of France was in Italy, and his
Holiness the Pope still alive; two circumstances that had kin-
dled such a fire in his favor ag all the water the Orsini counld
command would not quench. Nor did he care much abouf
their stirring up the duchy of Urbino, for he had not yet for-
gotten the way to reconquer it, in case he should lose it.

His Excellency then added, that now was the moment to
oblige him, if your Lordships really wished to be his friends, for
he couId. now form an alliance with you regardless of the Orsini,
which he had never before been able to do. But if your Lord-
ships were to defer it, and he in the mean time should make up
with the Orsini, which they sought by all means to bring about,
then he would be bound again by the same considerations as
before. And as no arrangement would satisfy the Orsini that

~did not re-establish the Medici, your Lordships would be ex-

posed to the same difficulties and jealousies as before. He

" therefore thought that your Lordships should anyhgw declare

yourselves at once either his friends or theirs, as delay might

_bring about an agreement between him and the Orsini, that
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would be prejudicial to you. For in the case of vietory of

either party, the successful one would either remain your en-

emy, or would anyhow be under no obligations to your Lord-

ships. And his Excellency says that when you come to decide

upon this matter, which of necessity you will have to do, he
does not see how you can take a different course from that in
which his Majesty the king of France and his Holiness the
Pope concur; adding, at the same time, that it would be most
agreeable to him,in case that Vitellozzo or any other should
make an attempt upon any of his states, that you should.cause
whatever troops you have to advance either towards the Borgo
or to the frontiers of his states, for the purpose of sustammcr
his cause.

I listened with the utmost attention to the above remarks
of his Excellency, and have given you in full, not only their
substance, but his very words, so that your Lordships may be
able to form a better judgment of it all. Not deeming it im-
portant, I shall not relate what I answered, but I was careful
not to go outside of my instructions. In relation to the sub-
ject of the troops I made no reply at all, but merely said that
I would report to your Lordships his excellent disposition,
which I had no doubt would give you signal pleasure. And
although, as you will perceive, his Excellency manifested a
great desire that a treaty between yourselves and him should
be promptly concluded, yet notwithstanding my efforts to get
at his real thoughts, he always avoided the subject, so that I
did not succeed in getting more from him than what I have
written.

But having heard on my arrival here that there had been
some disturbances in the duchy of Urbino, and his Excellency
having said in the course of his remarks that he did not attach
any importance to the troubles in that duchy, it seemed to
me not amiss, in the course of my reply, to ask him h<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>