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PREFACE

This thesis is the result of a study extending over
five years apd more. Its subject is of crucial importance
to the Gujarat State and also to the nation. Eguality of
access to education for girls and women is a priérity subject
of concern even tQ_UNESQO. The CGeneral Conference of UNESCO
at its XVth Session (1968) proposed as one of the twelve major
subjects for reflection and action on the part of Member States
when the General Assembly of the United Nations proclaimed
1970 as International Year. The thesis deals with the
equality of access to secondary eaucgtibn for girls in the
State of Gujarat. The study was originally planned tocowsver
the period upto 1966, However, later on the period of the
study was extended to 1971 with a view to making it upto-date

as far as possible.

Certain assumptions are made in the study. The gap.
between the secondary educatlon of girls and boys which was
very wide during the British rule has been gradually closing
downs the sociological climate in the State has been changing;
the national awakening engendered by the freedom movement since
the twenties and the increasing‘spréad of western education

among men and women had made the climate in urban areas in the
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past andx}ast two decades in the rural areas more favourable
to the extension of girls! secon@ary education; the rising
of the age of marriage for both girls and boys have had
favourable impact on the expansion qf secondary and higher
education of girls; the trend towards more urbanisation has
been also largely favourable to the spread of girls' secondary
education; the private enterprise has been playing a vital
role in exvanding facilities of secondary education for girls
in the State, but the Government has to step in where it is
not readily forth-coming if the pace of expansion is to be
acceleratedéZ%he cause of girls' and‘women’s education in the .
State has suffered owing to the adoption of the policy to treat
female education as a paft of the problem of general education.
Thé results of the study have testified to the validity of

these assumptions to a large extent.

The Gujarat State has made secondary education for girls
free progressively from 1969. Its impact has not been discussed

in the Study, because it is too early to measure it.
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gratitude to several individuals and offices who had helped
me in my Study in one way or the other. I would‘particularly
1ike to acknowledge the assistance of the following : the
Librarians of Smt; Hansa Mehta Library, M.S. University, Baroda;
the University Library, Gujarat University; the Library of the
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and Psychology, Baroda; the Library of the State Iﬁstitute of
Eduecation, Ahmedabad and the Library of the Gujarat Vidyapeeth,
Ammedabad 1; the Directorate of Education, Gujarat State, '
Ahmedabad, and the Census Office, Ahmedabad; Shri Jayantibhai :
Danawala, E.I., Kutchy Principal Shri C.U. Desatt, Professor Shri
K.C. Bhatt, Prof.(Kum.) Damuben Modi, Shri N.G. Bhavsar, Shfi
B.D. Mistry, and last but not the least, my late father. The
guidance of my research guide Professor D. M. Desai has been

the most helpful. But for his sustained interest and directions
this Study would not have seen the light of the day. I deeply

acknowledge his help.

Ahmedabad
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