101

CHAPTER IV
I

ANALYTICAL INTERPRETATION & TRI%AL PEOPLE AND EDUCATION

|

4ol=—=Introduction

4. 2———Concept of Tribe

4.3———-Fopulation distribution in scﬁeduled arga of West kKhandesh

4.4-——Educational pattern in West Hﬁandesh

4., 5~——Educational facilities prmvideg to tribal pupils in the
scheduled area of West Hhandegh

4 . &——-Overview



102

CHAPTER 1V

ANALYTICAL INTERPRETATION : TRIBAL PEOPLE AND EDUCATION

4.1 INTRODUCTION

West Khandesh (Dhule district of PMaharastra state) is
largely & rural area where 1,630,113 persons out of +the total
district population of 2,050,294 reside in villages, remaining
400,181 persons abode in Urban areas. Population residing in
Urban areas 15 nearly 12.52 percent , whersas the remaining
80.48 percent reside in small villages za2nd hamlets, scattersd
across bthe countryside. Among the groups that makes up the rural
population are
mostly scheduled tribes. The largest of whom zre Bhils, Dhanka,

Gamit, konkna and Fardhi tribes.

4.2 CONCEPT OF TRIEBE

Many anthropologists and Sociologist have tried to define =z
tribe. Some of the Definitions of tribe are discussed below:

According to the World Book Encycloped:iz,”fA ftribe i3 a
grovp of people who live in particular place, speak fthe same
language, and obey a chief or elders. lts members have a common
way of life. The tribe is earliest form of society. Tribes range

in size from few hundred to more tham 2 million. They may be



organized 1nto a clans, families or communities. Social beha-
viour within 2 %tribe is regulated by customary ways of doing
things. "

Dube describes tribe as, "The term tribe generally refers
to territorial communities living in relative isolation in hills
and forests. Their isolzation has kept them away from the main
stream of life. They have 2 limited visw and a lack of histori-
cal depth.*

Majumdar defines tribe z28," A tribe 18 a3 social agroup with
territorial affiliation, ruled by tribal officers,hereditary or
mbtherwise,united in language and dialect, following the tribal
beliefs and traditions and coustoms.”

Ehrenfels writes,"The members of a2 true tribe are generally
not included in traditional Hindu caste hierarchy and freguently
speak 2 common dialect, entertain common beliefs, “Tollow common
occupational practices, and most important consider  themselves
as members of small but semi-nztional unit.®

According to the Imperial Bazebtter," A tribe is collection
of ~families bearing a common name, speaking a COMmmon
dialect,occupying or professing to occupy a common territory and

is not nsuzlly endogamous through originzally it might have been

From the definitions guoted, 1t can be noticed that there
is some confusion on the subject af the Concept of tribe.

Tribe ,for the research purposes is consider as ,"All  such
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tribes of tribal community or part of group within tribal commu-
nity as are declared by president of India, to be treated as
Scheduled Tribes, Under the Article 342(i} of the Indiam Consti~
tubion.®

The District Census hand-book of Dhule district that is
West Fhandesh states,"Dhule accounts for the highest percentage
of Scheduled Tribes in the state. Out of the total district
population of 2,080,294 Scheduled Tribe population i1s 831,084 or
40.53 pevrcent.”

4.5 POPULATION DISTRIBUTION INM SCHEDULED AREA OF WEST KHANDESH

Minebty six percent of the scheduled tribes population live
in rural areas. It follows naturally that SBeventy-eight percent
of the tribal population i1s involved in some type of agricultur-
al labour, although Scheduled tribes are said to ,"-————- sub-—
s1st on forest produce and allied work."

The Bhils are the largest group of Scheduled Tribe in West
Khandesh, numbering 300,009 persgsons in the 19461 Census report.
At that time they accounted for 22 psrcent of the population of
West thandesh.

Broadly spezabking, the SBcheduled area of West Fhandesh con-—
sisting of Mawapur, Akkalkuwa and Akrani tehsils 1s predominated
by  Ltribals . TABLE IX points out that Scheduled area has zan
average btribal population of B?.28 percent. These three tehsils

are the wmost backward area of West Fhandesh and therefore it is
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categorized as Scheduled arez that means the backward area de-—
manding serious attenbion on the part of the state.

From the TABLE XIII it can be well observed that out of the
total population of 318,199 persons 299,084 persons live in
rural  aresa. Remiining 19,119 persons live in Urban area.This
shows 93.99 percent of the people live in rural area and only

4.1 percent of people reside in urban arsa.

Population distribution in Scheduled area of West Khandesh

Source 1 Census repork 1981.

Sr. Tehsil Mo. of Total Rural Urban Mo

Mo . Villages Population Fopulation Population of
Touns

1 MNawapur 128 154.6777 135,862 19,113 1

2. Akkzllkuwa 185 100,237 10023 Mil -

3. Akrani 1460 &3, 283 &Z,285 Mil -

Total—— 473 318,199 299,084 19,115 1




In the three tehsils, there is only one town that is MNMawa-
pur. This region is very backward and is not exposed to moderni-
ty.

From the TABLE XIV reveazls that out of 473 households in
the Scheduled fehsil of West Fhandesh, 433 households are in
rural area, which clearly indicates that ?1.15 pesrcent of the
households  are in rural area. Only B8.85 percent of households
are in Urban area.

In Tehsil Akkzlbkuwa and Akrani all the household are in
rural area that means 100 percent households are in rural area.
Only in Mawapur ftehsil 14.22 percent of households are in  urban

aregs.
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TABLE XIV®

Howsehold distribution in tribal area of West khandesh

Source

Srl.Tehsil

Mo .

hold

NAKWAPUR

2. ANFALEUWA

3.  AKRANI

s Lensus 1981
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Total Urban Rural Percent Percent
household household household of urban of rural
household house—
289 432 217 16,22 83.78
125 MNIL 135 MIL 100
g1 NIL 81 NIL 100
475 42 4353 8.83 ?1.15
From the TARLE XIY it is very clear that schedulesd area of
consisting the three tebsils, 1s mainly rural

West

araa,

Khandesh,

this arsa is heavily concentrated with scheduled tribes.



TABLE XV

N

Mumber of villages having or not havino schedule tribes

population zource: Census 1981

Sril. Tehsil Total inhabited inhabited village village

No. villages villages villages mlthautﬁ with
scheduled scheduled
tribe tribe

Population population

oo Sanan swnm ot o S0 A D O B 4TS QAP AR A AP0 YBAR S i S Y A TR SO, B S @ S . i . A O b S o i WO S S SN SO, Y S . 4, M. VW S, S, B, GO W . SO W W . S ot Ao i W O S0t

1. NAWAPUR 133 5 i2e - 1268
2. AEALKUWA 187 2 185 - 185
3. AlKRANT 160 - 160 - 160
TOTAL A8 7 477 473

TABLE XV points out of the total 473 inhabited villages all
the wvillages of the threes tehsils, viz. Akrani, Akkalkuwa and
Mawapur of bthe West handesh have scheduled +tribe population.
There is not a single inhabited village without tribal popula-

tion.
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From the TABLE XV it can be inferred bthat scheduled arez is
fairly occupied with tribal population as all the villages do

have tribal peopls.

4.4 EDUCATIONAL PATTERN INM WEST KHANDESH

The educational standards in west Khandesh are in  keeping
with the generzl education pattern in the country, This district
in one of the sducationzlly baclkuward district in  Maharashitrs
State. However, the gradual increase in the number of literates
from 206,084 in 1231 bo 339,793 in 13761 is sufficient testimony
to the fact that in the past conscious efforts were made by the
state Bovernment and some voluntary organization for the spread
of literzcy and seducation. The percentage of literates to the
total population came to 25.5 in 1961 3s comparsd to 18.0 in

1951, In 1981 the literacy has risen to 37.51 percent.

Prior to formation of Zilla Parishad, primary and secondary
education in the district was under the control of the district
sducational dnspector who was a class I officer of HMaharashtra
gducation service and who was directly under the control of the
director of education, Maharastrz States Poona.

The edurational Inspector was responsible fTor @

1r The supervision of primary education.

2% The administrative control of 2ll Government primary
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schonl, sscondary schools and training colleges (Institutvions?
wnder the school of education deparitment and

3 The control and inspection oFf all secondary schools
including english teaching schools multi-purpose and  training
institutions of primary teachers and such special schools as

were under the control of Education Department.

After the formation of the Zilla Parishad in May 1962, the
gducational inspector was designed as the parishzad educsztion
officer of the Zilla Parishad. The primary and secondary educa—
tion  in the district came under the dusl contreol of the educa-
tion department of the Zilla Parishzd and the education depart-
ment of the State Government, At the head of the education set
up in the district is the Parishad Education Officer who is  +to
discharge his dutiss under the guidzance of the chief Executive
Officer of the Zilla Parishad, He is assisted in his work by two
deputy educational officer, one dealing with primary education

secondary schools.

Educational fTacilities provided to tribal pupils in the sched—

uled area of West Fhandesh

Primary education is an imporitant stage in the educstion of

32 child. It is here that the foundation of the future of a child
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as well as of the country is laid. The word “Primary” itself
indicates that it is the type of educaition without which man
cannot live in modern society. Time and again varipus education
commissions, conferences, policises and workshop have pointed out
the importance of primary education, the recent being Mew Educa-

tion Policy (19867.

Article 43 of the Indizn Constitutbtion divects "“"The State to
mabe provision within 10 years for free and compulsory education

for 811 children until they complete the age 14 vears®.

Hence providing primary school to sach village and to
provide free and compulsory education should have been achisved
by 1260, but sven after 44 yearsg of enforcement of the Constitu-—
tion this provision of wuniversalization of primary education

remains a dream.

4.5 EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES PROVIDED TO TRIBALS IN THE SCHEDULED

AREA OF WEST KHANDESH BY ZILLA PARISHAD

TABLE XVYI points out that in the three tehsils of West
Khandesh viz. Mawapur. Akkalkuwz z2nd Akrani out of 473 villages
only 330G villages have the facility of primary school which
means that &%.74 percent of the villages are provided with

primary.
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TABLE XVI.

Tehsil wise education facilities in the scheduled area of West

Fhandesh

Source 1 Census Report 1981.

Srl. Tehsil Total no. No. of Mo.of _No.of No.of Mo.of
No. of Villages Villages Villages Villages VYillages
Villages With with with wmith with
n primary sacondary higher college adult
tensil school school secondary sand literacy
schools above centre
i. MAHAPLIR 128 124 7 & M1l Mil
2. AKRALKUWA 183 111 9 25 Mil M1l
D ARRAME 160 5 i 3 Mil Ml
Total 4735 S30 17 34 Mil Mil

i st o, s it i S S8l S e Wi £AS e B i P WA SR NS P S A48 i P S SORSR 4t S AR S Ren 44O S S 4 ey L s LS} S S i S ST Do POY AR STar I e i S Vo s S S Wi g oS e R e Mt P A0 Mo e VAt B4 S St It e

schools while 30.24 percent of villages are not provided by any

educational facilities at all.

From the TARLE XVI it is further observed that Nawapur
tehsil 135 provided with better educational facilities as com—
pared to Akkalkwya and Akrani tehsils. In Nawapur tehsil out of
128 village, 124 villages do have z primary school, which means
that 946.87 percent of the villages have primary schools, where
as only 3.13 percent of village are not provided with primary

schonls.

]

Where as in Akkalkuwz tehsil out of 185 wvillages 111 vil-

lages have the facilities of primary school, the remzaining 74



villages are short of primary school facilities. This clearly
indicates that &0 percent of villages in Akkalkuwa tehsil have

o

primary school but 40 percent lack this facility.

In Akrani tehsil the situabion is not sabisfactory either.
Dut of 160 villages only 25 villages have primary schools. the
remaining &5 wvillages are not provided with evem & primary
school. Therefore, it means that 59.38 percent of the villages
in Akrani tehsil do have educational facility and the rest 40.62

percent are in want of such a facility.

It is an interesting fact to note that out of 473 villages
of the three tehsils of West Khandesh, 143 wvillages are not
provided even with 2 primary school. Where as Government 1n  its
Constitution, promised to provide free and compulsory education
by 19260. After 44 years of anforcement, the constitutional

commitment remains to be fulfilled.

A major educational problem faced by the Bovernment in this
tribal area is bthe task of providing schools within the wmalling
distance of all the children. Small size of habitation and long
inter—~zsettlement distance preclude the opening of school within

habitation or within easy walking distance.

Bayond fthis, those villages that have primary schools are

113



not serving the educational purpose with which they are started.
As even the basic educationzl eguipment like, blackboards,
chalks, charts, maps, books and furniture are in short supply in
the schools located in the bribal area of West Ehandesh. Even
whatever is provided does not reach the school in time. Though,
the provision of physiczl infra-structure in not a2 guarantee for
gquality but 2 basic minimum reguirement is essential for snsur-
ing good teaching and learning situation, Moreover most of these
schonls are mlaéed, during the working days and on schools
Limings duese to the absence of the teacher. This practice is more

prevalent in Akkalkuwa and Akrani tehsils.

Non corrupt officials are needed for strict administration
and supsrvision, as some of the corrupt officizls, in this area
accept bribe  and therefore, take no gction against irregular
teachers. There are some villages where teachers don’t go to
school for months together and therefore no teaching is carried
Oy inspite of educational facility provided to the village in
the form of primzary school. There is 8 neesed to appoint ex—serv—
icemen from the military for proper administration and supservi-~

sion.

Inspite of low literzcy level of 11.3%9 percent, it is

suprising to note that there is not a8 single adult literacy
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centre in any of the village of West KFhandesh. There i 2 nesd
to open literacy centers or cowherd schools in the scheduled
area of West FKhandesh. Lollege student’s assistance can  be
availed to spread literacy and bring awareness aboub the i1mpor—

tance of education among the tribals.

Government has claimed to have provaided a primary school atb
a radivus of 1 kilometer to every pupil who 1intends studyving.
TABLE XVII points outbt the distance 2 tribzal child has to cover
ko attend school from the villages that do not have primary
school. TABLE XVII  further indicates that children form B84
villages, out of 143 villages, that do not have school i.e.

&G, 13 percent, will have to walk up to 5 km to atbtend school.

The children from 31 villages i.e. 21.68 percent of vil-
lages that do not have primary schogl, will have to walk betwusen
5 km to 10 kms to reach the nearest school, Whersas children
from remaining 26 villages,; 1.e. 18.18 percent of villages will

have to walk more that 10 kms to reazch the nearest school.

From the TABLE XVIT it is further inferred that, 1f a child
wants to study from the 37 villages i.e. 39.8& percent of the
villages that do not have primary school, he will have to travel
more  than 3 kms, In such case, the tribal child does not study

at all because sducation i1s not his priority. Moreover, educa-
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tion

gainse it

is not relevant and 15 not related to

immediate

economic

does not attract tribal pupils and therefare, 1t is

very difficult for z child from such 3 village to study.

TeBLE AVIT

The distance that the children will have to cover to

reach

school from the village that don 't have primary school

Source : Census 1981.
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No. of
villages
from
where the
children
will have
to walk
between
510 kms
ko reach
school

No. of |
villages:
from
where the
children
will hawe
to walk
more thar
10 kms
to reach
school

Zrl. Tehsil Total No. MNo. of No. of
No. of villages villages
;willages with no from
education where the
facilities children
will have
to walk
up to B kos
to reach
school
1. MAWAPLUR 128 4 4
2. AKFALKUWA 185 74 4%
e ARRAMT 1560 &3 A
TOTAL 473 143 8&
Most of the villages without educational facilities are in
AKRANI  AND Akkzlkuwa tehsils. In AFrani tehsil there is not =&

single “pucca’ road. The interior part of Akkalkuwa is also not

connecbed

with "pucca" road. These roads becoms

marshy during

the rainy season and communication becomes extremely difficult.



Tn such a situabtion & tribal child of & to 11 years will not be

able to go to school.

4.6 OVER VIEW

If the plans and programs need to reach every nook and
corner of tribal arezs, to malke a real impact on tribals and 1in
order o have greabter coverage of the tribal areas 1t is neces—
sary to launch zn increasing expanding programs. So that, most

of the villages avre covered by at least z primary school.
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