
i 

 

Acknowledgement 

I thank and bow before God the Almighty for His mesmerizing blessings and graces 

showered upon me, for the smooth sale to accomplish my research work. I have 

experienced His guidance day by day and moment by moment. His Holy word 

strengthened me throughout this work; "Do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will 

strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand". Along 

with the founder of C.M.C. congregation Saint Chavara I do believe that "God's will 

always and everywhere”. 

At the outset, I am grateful to numerous great personalities for their collaborative effort 

and contribution towards shaping a milestone of hard work and to achieve my research 

goal. It is also the result of many experiences I have encountered at The Maharaja 

Sayajirao University of Baroda and from innumerable of remarkable individuals whom 

I wish to acknowledge. 

River do not drink their water, trees do not eat their fruits, the sun does not shine for 

itself, and the flowers do not spread their fragrance for themselves; it is my genuine and 

great pleasure to acknowledge my research mentor Prof. Pragna Parikh, who has the 

substance of a genius and mastermind; she convincingly guided and encouraged me 

even when the road got tough. Without her persistent help, motherly support, and 

friendly guidance, the goal of this work would not have been realized. Throughout this 

research work, I have received great support and assistance from her. It was her 

expertise that paved the way for formulating this work in its plumpness. Her insightful 

feedback pushed me to sharpen my thinking and brought my work to a higher level. 

Moreover, her guideship and mentoring defined the path of my life. I appreciate her 

graciousness and high-spirited personality mentoring me and the young generation for 

a better future. I also express my gratitude to Mr. Hitesh Parikh, Mr. Yashesh Parikh, 

and Mrs. Vaidehi Parikh for their direct and indirect support and encouragement for 

sparing their great time for my thesis work. 

Every moment brings us something new, every step in our lives bring us new 

inspiration, and someone somehow becomes a delightful message for me. I would like 

to recognize the invaluable encouragement and timely support that all my professors 

and teachers provided during my study period and provided the facilities of the 



 
 

Department. I pay special regards and thanks to Prof. Dolly Kumar, Head of the 

Department of Zoology, for her motivational and charming nature that boosted my 

work. I sincerely express my gratitude to Prof. P. C. Mankodi, Former Head of the 

Department of Zoology, for the encouragement and making his lab facilities available 

during the initial stages of my research. My heartfelt gratitude to Prof. B. Suresh, who 

has always been an inspiration and has been a facilitator to step in the Department of 

Zoology. I gratefully thank Dr. Vihas Vasu for timely support and providing me the 

facility in his lab to utilize Chemi doc. for my experiments. Prof. Sunita Salunke, 

Prof. K. D. Vaccharajani, Prof. Geeta Padate, Dr. Prakash Pillai, Dr. Hetal Roy, 

Dr. R. V. Devkar, and Dr. U. K Gaurikumari for the continuous encouragement. 

Also, I am grateful to all the supportive staff members of the Department for the selfless 

services and support in various regards.   

I am also grateful to all my seniors and lab mates, for providing me sage advices and 

selfless help throughout this work. I am very much grateful to Dr. Parth Pandya for 

his brotherly concern and timely support, and taking time out of his busy schedule to 

answer my questions and evaluating my thesis critically. I extend my sincere thanks to 

Dr. Ankur Upadhaya and Mr. Hitarth Changani for being a support and a helping 

hand in my works. I want to express my deep appreciation to Ms. Bhumi Thakkar and 

Ms. Ankita Salunke for being with me all these years, shoulder to shoulder supporting 

me in the ups and downs of my work. Without their help, I would not have been able 

to complete my research work in such a proficient and timely manner. Also, I thank 

Ms. Nishi Pandya, who, even though for a few days but helped me in my thesis 

completion. I would like to thank my fellow doctoral students in the Department for 

their friendship, feedback, and especially Mr. Kaushalkumar D. Chaudhari and Ms. 

Aparna Golani, for your timely assistance all the more for your encouragement 

throughout these years. 

With a special mention to Emeritus Bp. Gregory Karotemprel, it was his support 

through prayer, encouragement, and timely aid that made my research journey smooth. 

I wish to express my deepest gratitude to my Daddy and Mummy, who understand my 

unspelled words and unceasingly support through intense prayer and encouraging 

words. My Brother (Lino), Sister (Lipsy), and their family are always with me as a 

motivation to my right and left, especially my little nieces (Meryl and Mevil) and 

nephew (Livan), who always rejuvenated me. 



iii 

 

The thesis marks the end of a long and eventful journey. With a grateful heart, I 

remember my religious congregation C.M.C. for the tremendous support throughout 

these years. I am very much indebted to my Provincial Superior Dr. Sr. Navya Maria 

and Councillors, my Regional Superior Sr. Benno and Councillors, and my former 

Regional Superiors and each sister of my region for supporting me in all the possible 

ways and with their valuable prayers. I dedicate this thesis to my parents and my 

religious fraternity. Also, I am grateful to Mr. Johny Macwan and Mr. Varghese, who 

offered Scotty, making my field visit smooth and ease during my research work. I 

would be failing in my duty if I do not acknowledge my Sisters in Deepsharan who 

made my stay very comfortable and supported me during my research work. 

To everyone who has been a part of my life and a part of this journey, I wholeheartedly 

thank you and express my gratitude. Every drop in the ocean counts, and I would never 

forget those who helped me to sail through troubled waters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Linta Paulson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


