CHAPTER 1

PROLOGUE

With the historical advent of Lord Macauleyts
Minute, the teaching of English became a significant part
of school curriculum. From 1835 to 1937 the teaching of
English did not poge any serious problem, because being a
medium of instruction, its teaching, in a sense, was
carried on by all the teachers (Report Secondary Education
Commission, 1952-33p&)High Motivatien, better socio-
economic¢ background of students, smaller number of students
and some other factors were the reasons for students' high
achievement in English before 1937,

After the forties, fbr verious political, social
and educational reasons students' performance in English
deteriorateds Now it has become a matter of grave concern,
It is wellknown that most of the students after six years of
schooling hardly gain the required linguistic competencies

in English.



It needs little evidence to show that students!
achievement in English is poor. The Report of the Secondary
Examination, (1971) mgintdns that several cnadidates could
not write their roll numbers oorrectl& in English. The
head examiner (Report, 1971, p. 13) observed, "I am of the
opinion that, as a ﬁhole, the performance of the candidates
is not at all yp to the mark®, '

The findings of anstudy conducted by Dewal
and Ahmed (1971) give a picture of students! level of
achievement in English. The study revealsdthat as many
as 62 per cent students, appearing at some of the Board
examination centres wrongly used the double-past tense
in questions; 75 per cent students used the mark of
apostrophe on the word 'yours's Wore than 50 per cent
student did not have any idea of the use of the tenses.

Students' poor aehievgment in English is a
problem that demands concerted efforis and quick remedy.

It goes without saying that some steps 1o
improve students' performance in English have been taken
wp in Rajasthan, as in other states, by the State Board of
Secondary Education and thé State Department of Educatione
In Rajasthan, the State Institute of Language Studies

(EILS), since early sixties, has been regularly con&ucting



courses for the teachers of English in conteﬁt and
methodology of teaching English. The Institute glso broad-
casts radio lessons for school students. The Rajasthan
Board of Secondary Education has also been organising
workshops both in the fieldsof teaching and testing of
English.

Most of thd states in India have nationalisation
bogrds of textbookss Their primary function is to publish
good texthooks for school students. The Rajasthan
Nationalisation Board of Text Books, Jaipur, has published
textbooks for‘the students of classes six, seven and& eight.
These textbooks are prepared by a board of experts, and
are désigned on the "structural-situational" approach. It is
hoped that these textbooks will falicitate the teachihg andg
learning of English and would help students to improve their
achievement.

At the national level the Central Institute
of English and Foreign Languages, Hyderabad, is engaged in

research, training and material production to improve the
teaching of English in Indian schools. The Institute
organises every year summexr courses in English for

lecturers of training colleges and universities., It has



5

also produced a series of textbooks for schoolse

*Although bodies like the Boards of Secondarg
Education, State Institute of Language Studies, Nationa-
lisation Boards of Textbooks and Central Institute of
English and Foreign Languages héve been zealously organi-
sing short orientation courses, refresher courses and
workshops for teachers in service and have developed
more elfective textbooks, workbooks and other teaching
aids, their impact on the achievement of students has been
rather unimpressive. The reasons are obvious,

There are many teachers who are not conversant
with the new methods of teaching English. There are many
teachers who are under-qualified and lack subject
competence. The observation of Shaplin and O0lds (1964,
pe 24)is very releva nt to Indian situation. They feel
that a major crisis in the schools has beeﬁt%ersistent
shortage of good teachers. It is disheartening to note
that only six per cent of higher primary school teachers are
graduatesand above (The Education Commission Report, 1966
pe 79). The efforts made by difierent institutions to
improve teacher competence agnd teacher effectiveness have
been,to use a trite phrase, a drop in the ocean.

If‘we look back in the sixtieg, we wktness

some giant strides in the field of instructional techmnology



programmed learning, task analysis, simulation techniques,

TV and computer instruction and systems approache. The new
instructional techniques have given dependable solutions

to the problems of training in industry, business, bank
management and military organisations.*Edue%tiozzgzs not

been an exception. Educational administrators, during the last
few years in the Westi have become conscious of the
potentialities of systems approach (Banghart, 1969).

In India the movement of programmed learning
and instructional technology promises a big future to
education. Kulkarni (1969, p.11) holds that “instructionel
teehnology has opened a new'and a revolutionary area
before teachers, administrators and teacher educators®,
The problem of falling standards can be attacked if the
perspective about instruction is broadened. Instead of
giving the sole task of classroom instruction to the
teacher, if we can plan a total teaching strategy on
systems approach and start thinking which function of
instruetion can be carried out more effectively by a given
component, we can hope to improve the cutput of the
students,

Little work has been attempted om the application

oi?gystems apﬁroach to classroom instruction in India.
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The investigator, therefore, decided to take the problem
of students' under-achievement in English and study it onm
systems lines,

The 'systems approach' is heavily quantitative
and mathematicales The investigator has avoided all
mathematical models and qugiifications. The main focus
of the study was to develop and implement a teaching
strategy on systems lines. The main contribution of the
study’is to appleﬁ}stems approach to the pro?lems of

classroom instruction.

The Design of the Study

i

An attempt directed towards the improvement
of students' performance should address itself to the
!

following three questions:=

a) What are those factors which are hindering
the achievement of students?

b) Is there any solution which can eliminate
some of these factors?

c) What is the empirical validity of the
proposed solution?

This study is an attempt to answer these
three questions given above.
The line of approach which the investigator

has adopted is systems orienteds Flow Chart No. 1 depicts
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the way which the investigator has followed in this stﬁdya

The first step is the perception of the problem.
The investigator feels that there ié a problem of students!'
under~achievement in English. If there is no problem,
there 1§ no need to take up a atudy. But the research veport
(Dewal and Ahmed, 1972) mepexbs and other comments made by
different persons (heport of Secondary Examination, 1972,
Pillai, 1969) and the personal experience of the investigator
as a teacher of English convinced the investigatpr that
the problem exisgts.

The first step iw an attempt to find a solution
to a problem is to locate and identify the factors which
are responsible to the existence of the problem. If all
the factors are known, noe work to identify them need be
undertaken. In this case, the contributing factors are not
known. As such the investigator found out the possible and
probable factors.

Different persons have different perceptions
about the nature of factors that constitute a problem.
Students, parents and teachers, all, have differenit percep-
tion about factors which are responsible for students!?

poor achievement in Englishs To intervéew and collecﬁ



data from students, teachers and parents about factors
which they consider to be significant in students
performance, is a task which can separately form a subject
for a doctoral work. The investigator, therefore, consulted
only the teachers in finding out the main factors
contributing to the student® under-achievement in Englishe

It is but natural that when a mass of data
is collected, one has to be selective. The investigator
in this study therefore selected only the significant
factors (called ws difficulties in this study) on the basis
of a eriterion developed by the researcher.

The second main step in the process of solvingihe
& problem g;sto explore some alternatives and solutions
thaxqgggfcontribute to the solution of the problem.

While exploring solutions, one has to look at
the envirommental constraints. There may be a solution which
promises to solve the problem, but the solution may not be
acceptelile or may not be economically or socially or
tBchnically feasible. Under such conditions a systemist
( a person using the xysiems approach) would select anly
those solutions or alternatives which he considers to be

feasibleo



fLe next step in this study was t0 select soume
feasible solution wkich couid overcome difficulties in teaching
and learning English and Lelp students to perform better. The
solution offered was PROGLIAVMMED TEACLING.

fhLe effectiveness of a solution or an alternative
caennot be taken for granted on a priori assumption. For that
one has to implement the solution and see how it works. the
ﬁext é:$ep in this study was to implement the solution offered

and experimentally evaluate its efficacy.

Flow Chart 1 gives the flow of steps undertaken by
tbe investigatore. The dotted lines depict the loop not

followed in the study.



