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PhD is more like a journey than a destination, and the journey becomes memorable
and worth experiencing when you have a good people along. I started my journey of
PhD in 2016 at Dept. of Microbiology at MSU, Baroda with the aim of getting a degree
of PhD, but I earned so much more. I met wonderful mentors, kind and helpful lab-
mates, some priceless experiences and some most precious friendships that I am going
to celebrate for lifetime. Past few years of PhD was nothing lesser than a roller-coaster
ride, full of twist, turns, breath-taking experiences, some sparkling achievements and
some disastrous failures; but it definitely taught me to be patient and positive in
difficult times, and ‘I learnt to dance in the middle of the storm’. Today when I look
back, I realize that this wouldn’t have been possible without the help of the mentors
who guided me in right directions, family who motivated me and gave strength; as
well as friends who were always there for me when I was in need. It is difficult to
express my gratitude in a concise manner, but I would like to at least mention the

titans.

First of all, I would like to express my deep gratitude to my PhD supervisor Prof.
Devarshi Gajjar for giving me an opportunity to pursue my dream of PhD. I would
like to thank her for being the most helpful, understanding, kind and a truly wonderful
mentor. This work would not have been possible without her continuous efforts, deep
involvement, motivation and tremendous support of all kind. She understands the
value of our time and always give priority to our research. She gave me freedom to be
creative with my work; she was always there to discuss novel ideas or doubts. She has
taken care of all the lab requirements like a kind mother. She maintained a perfect
balance between a strict supervisor to keep me on a right path and a genuine friend
with whom I can share your problems and insecurities during low times. She has all
the qualities an ideal advisor could offer. I am very grateful and lucky to have a PhD
advisor like her.

My heart-felt gratitude to Dr. Sylvain Brisse, Director, Biological Resource Center of
Institute Pasteur, Paris for giving me an opportunity to work in his lab, for his
guidance during my EMBO training at Institute Pasteur and for sponsoring genome
sequencing of my isolates. I thankful to him that despite of his busy schedule, he
spared time to review my EMBO proposal, manuscript drafts and discuss questions
related to my research. He is an inspirational personality and I learned a lot from him;

importance of collaboration, time and voracious reading are among others.

I am very thankful to Prof. Archna Gattupalli, Head of the dept. and member of my
doctoral committee for providing valuable suggestions for my research, for her

motivation and encouragement throughout my research tenure.

I thank all the members of my doctoral committee, Prof. A. Nerurkar, Prof.

Nareshkumar Gattupalli and Late. Dr. J. Manjarekar for being a part of my annual data
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presentations, providing their valuable inputs and feedback throughout my doctoral

research. I thank Prof. Nerurkar for helping me with identification of Klebsiella.

Special thanks to Dr. Ratika Shrivatsava for her guidance and technical support in
conducting flow-cytometry experiments. I am heartily thankful to Dr. Pushpendra
Singh for his help with genome sequencing and guidance for my EMBO application.
They had provided help and guidance whenever needed.

I thank other faculty members at the department, Dr. M. Nair, Prof. S. Ingle, Dr. N.
Baxi, Prof. P. Vyas for their support and teaching us during PhD coursework.

I would like to thank Dr. Rajesh Patkar and late. Dr. Manjerekar for allowing us to
work in genomic research center (GRC). I am grateful to the members of GRC, Mrs.
Khyati Mehta, Mr. Anand Parmnandi, Mr. Divya Purohit and Ms. Hiral Shah for their
time and assistance with instruments in GRC. This work would have been possible
without the facilities available at GRC.

I am very grateful to Dr. Suresh Desai and Dr. Pranav Desai (Desai Metropolis
pathology lab) for providing clinical isolates of pathogenic Klebsiella spp. I thank Dr.
Manali and Dr. Arohi for providing information regarding the isolates.

Big thanks to Dr. Carla Rodrigues, post-doctoral fellow at Dr. Brisse’s lab in Institue
Pasteur, Paris, for teaching me various tools and softwares for NGS data analysis,
patiently answering all my questions and providing valuable suggestions and advice

for scientific reading and writing.

[ am very thankful to Mr. Shirish Nagarkar for being the most genuine, supportive and
helpful person. The tedious administrative paperwork would not have been possible
to manage without your help and support. He helped me a lot in documents
processing and paperwork from PhD registration to thesis submission. I am also
thankful to Mr. Pravin for his help with the documents processing. I thank Mrs.
Thomas and Mr. Harsukh for providing necessary consumables for my work. I thank
Girishbhai, Rameshbhai and Chimanbhai for maintaining department in line. I would
also like to thank Mrs. Isabelle, administrative manager in Dr. Brisse’s lab at Institute
Pasteur taken care of all administrative work during my EMBO training.

Working environment of the lab is very crucial in productivity and efficiency of your
research and I am very lucky to have the best possible environment in Dr. Devarshi
Gajjar’s lab (DGL), where I have spent most of my time in last five years. I would like
to thank Mrs. Swati Madhu, my first lab-mate, for making me familiar and
comfortable in the lab when I joined, and for being helpful to me throughout my PhD.
She also answered all my questions and doubts during thesis writing. I would like to
thank Mr. Rinku Sahu for all his help and valuable suggestions related to my work. I
still miss our hours long scientific discussions and gaming challenges. I also thank
Miss Hiral Patel for her very helpful, kind and soft-spoken nature; also, thanks for
helping me with cell-counting and plenty of other small helps during my hectic
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schedule of time-bund experiments, I miss tasty lunch made by her. I cherish all the
fun, parties, ‘Chai-time’, ‘Lunchtime’ sudden movie plans and trips we used to do. I
also thank Mr. Suraj Shukla for his help, support and keeping the lab environment
live. T also thank Ms. Siddhi Chavan, Ms. Purvi, Mrs. Supriya and Ms. Harshada for
their help and support. Because of such a kind and cheerful lab-mates, working in lab

was always pleasant.

PhD students are more prone to mental health problems and work-life imbalance. But
I am very thankful to my friends Juliya, Ashtaad, Swati, Rinku, Hiral, Suraj, Shubhangi
for their contribution in maintaining cheerful mood and positivity during throughout
PhD. I am extremely grateful to my best friend, Ms. Juliya Thomas. She has taken care
of me, supported me and encouraged me like a family, so I fondly call her ‘Framily’. 1
am extremely lucky to have a friend, flat-mate and colleague like her. I spent
maximum time with her in these past years, from morning tea to endless talks till late
nights we were together. I also remember our autoclave room chit-chats, university
office visits, and our ‘chai pe charcha’. She was always there for me whenever I was
depressed or upset because of my research or personal life. I still miss our weekend
hang-outs, delicious dinners made by you and especially ‘morning tea’. I would not
have survived these years without Juliya. I also thank Mr. Ashtaad Vesuna for his
support and care during stressful times; I remember our trip to Saputara, visits to MN
soda and birthday parties that we foodies used to celebrate. Because of these guys I
could manage to pursue PhD and got through the stressful days.

A big thanks to Mr. Vihang Thite for helping me whenever I had doubts regarding
bacterial identification, thesis writing and answered all my questions regarding my
work that I used to ask him. I thank Mr. Mihir Sarang for helping me understand
difficult research articles during my review presentation of coursework and answering
queries regarding thesis submission. A special thanks to Mr. Jitendra Gosai and Mrs.
Sonam Patel for their kind support, encouragement during thesis writing and help
with formatting of the thesis. I am also thankful to Ms. Siddhi Vora, Ms. Purna, Ms.
Jasvinder, Ms. Hasmat, Ms. Niralee, Dr. Anuja, Dr. Abhik, Dr. Ruchi Jariwala, Ms.
Humayra, Mr. Arpit, Mr. Anand, Ms. Subhangi, Ms. Prachi Ms. Roshni, Ms. Mansi,
and Ms. Dipeksha for their support.

I am very thankful to Ms. Kinjal Sanghrajka, dissertation student and very loving
friend for working with me on biofilms, being my co-author for biofilm manuscript.
Special thanks to her for her valuable suggestions in statistical analysis and
unconditional and prompt help during my thesis writing. I would also like to thank
Ms. Shweta, Ms. Sharmishtha, Mr. Kartik for their dissertation work and support.

[ am extremely grateful to the friend, counsellor and advisor of my life, my ‘Mummy’.
She is the superhero of my life who made me believe that I am capable of achieving
anything in life. I could never be thankful enough for all the sacrifices she did for
giving a better future to me. I thank her for believing in my dreams and always
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supporting me in accomplishing them. She encouraged me, motivated me and gave
me strength to continue when I felt weak and hopeless. I also grateful to my extremely
supportive and caring family, my father, who had always visited Baroda on my tiniest
request, my loving little sister, late. Kaka, kaki and my ‘Dada-Dadi’ who are eagerly
waiting for my degree now. I am lucky enough to have not only one but two supportive
families. I am very grateful to my parents in law, less by law and more by love, for their
tremendous support and care during thesis writing, I thank them to understand the

importance of my research work and have faith in me.

I am deeply thankful to the most special person in my life, my husband, Mr. Keyul
Shah who believe in me and my dreams. He maintained a long-distance relationship
for a very long time and waited patiently for me for all these years. He supported me
and helped me in all possible ways during my thesis writing. I thank him from bottom
of my heart to understand the importance of PhD despite of not being associated with

this field at all and for being an integral part of my life.
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Bhabhi, Didi-Jiju, niece and nephew for their support. Because of them I did not feel
home seek despite of being away from home.

I am grateful to the God and the Universe for giving me the strength, patience and

positivity to accomplish my doctoral work with flying colors.

I am thankful to UGC for providing financial support through UGC-BSR fellowship;
EMBO for awarding me with EMBO short-term fellowship and to Institute Pasteur,
Paris, France for welcoming me to undertake training in NGS. I am thankful to DBT-
India for providing travel grant to present my work at an international conference in
Washington DC, USA. I thank IIT, Mumbai for allowing me to perform the CLSM
experiments; SICART, Vallabh Vidhyanagar for providing platform to conduct FEG-
SEM work.
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