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CHAPTER IV

ANATYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF THE DATA

Introduction

The data available from the sample of the 520 students
through the questionmaire, the activiem scale and the interview
schedule have been énalyseé, tabulated and presented in the
following pages. As mentioned in the previous Chapter, this
Chpater has been divided into three sections - 4, B and C.
Section A deals with students' participation in political and
protest type activities. This part of the anslysis may help
in finding out the general trend of students' participation in
political and protest activities and furtherrit may be used in

interpreting student activism in Section B. Section B analyses
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and interprets student activism, and is followed by

Section C which deals with significance of high student

activists (HSAs) and low student activisbs (ILS4s ).

Before the analysis of the data 1s presented, a few

clarifications pertaining to the data are mentioned here

under

Te

o

Because of the similarities in cbéracteristios,
the students of Arts and Soclal Sclences Faculties
have been put together and here after may be

referred bto as Arts-Soc.Sce. students/facultiese

20 Male and female students of only Arts-Soc.Sce

Se

Faculties have been compared, as female students
in the faculties of ILaw and Technology were

not availlable.

In Section A, combined percentages of Arts-Soce.Sce
and Science Faculties have been given at the
bottom of the table with a view fo compzfing the
oPinions of male and female students of those

facultiese

2

Paculty-wise and sex-wise bresk up of the data is presented

in Table 4.1 o
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Table 4,1t Faculti-wise and Sex-wise Break up
of the 520 Sample Students

Faculty Arts-SoceSc. Science Technology Iaw Total
Sex._ '
Male 179 112 80 43 414
Fema le 61 45 - - 106
Total 240 157 80 43 520

SECTION A

TREND OF STUDENTS' PARTICIBATION INW

POLITICAL AND PROTEST ACPTIVITIES

In this section have been amalysed the data available
from questions 17 to 27 of the guestiomnnaire (Appendix 4). This
section deals with students' participation in political
activities as wellas in protest activities. Political activities
have been discussed first and protest activities later. Various
aspects of students' participation in political activities
discussed in the following pages are students' inbterest in
politics, their opinion with respect to participation in active
politics, their association with political parties, levels of
association with political parties and thelr association with

youth organisationse
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Interest in Politics

Table 442 presents the respoﬁses of the students with
respect to their interest in politics. It can be inferred from
the tatle that the percentage (22 percent ) of male students,
who take interest in politics 'frequently', is smaller than
that of those (24 percent ) who never take interest., But, there
is a large number of male students (54 percent) who 'sometimes'
take interest in politicse The percentages in this cétegory -

vary from faculty to faculty. If bthe responses under the two

Table 4.2: Opinions of Male and Femgle Students with Respect to Their
interest in Politics

Faculty Male Percentages Female Percentages
Never _ Particims ted Never _ _Participated
parti- Some TFregq- Total parti- Some Freg- Total
cipated times uently cipated times uently
Arts-SoceSc, 21 55 24 79 30 64 6 70
Science 25 56 19 5 33 65 2 67
Technology 35 46 19 65
Taw 12 65 23 88
Total Percent 24 o4 22 76 31 64 "5 69
Arts-Soce.Sceand 23 55 22 77 31 64 5 69
Science :

categories - 'sometimes' and 'freguently' are combined, 1t is
found that majority of students (76 percént boys and 69 percent

.girls) show interest in politicss



The above finding, that the majority of students
'sometimes' take interest in politics, supports Altbach's
(1970) observation that the students in developing countries
have 'latent interest' in politics, which on different
occasions explodes and paralyses the established system,
interest provides some sort of intrinsic motive for taking
part in certain types of activities. In the case of political
activities when such motives are accompanied with extrinsic
ones, like ~ genuine demands and grievances, sentimental issues,
political slogans etce., students, in large number, participate
in demonstration and strikes, and make them émmwardly very
impressives Further, this interest can be intensified by
political instability and adult politics of the society in

developing cowmtries (Bowling, 1976).

Opinions Regarding Participabion in Active Politics

Students! opinioms with respect to participation in
active pelitics have been obtained and presented in Table 4.3,
It is obvious from the table that percentages of male students
of various faculties, who favour participation in active
politics, are larger than those of the students whe do ﬁot,
except in the faculty of Technology. In Technology Faculty,
44 percent of students do not want to participate in active

politics. Fifty~three percent of the students of the ILaw Faculbty



Table 4+3%: Opinions of Male and Female Students with
Respect to Thelr Particiypticon in Active

Polikics
Faculty MAIE % FEMALE® %
Dis- Un-~ Agree Dig- Un=- Agree
agree decided ' agree decided
Arts~S0ca.Sce 23 31 46 23 30 47
Science 34 29 37 35 11 54
Technology 44 20 36
Iaw 19 18 5%
Total Percent 31 27 42 28 22 50
ArtS”SOCoSCo 27 30 4—3 28 22 50

and Sclence

are in faveur of participation; while only 26 percent of the
Technology students are in the favour . Since the Iaw Faculty
consists of the students of general education and law itself
isa liberal profession, students of this faculty have greater

keenness towards soclo-political issues.

In case of female students, the percentage of those,
who favour participation,is larger than that of those who
do not., Interestingly enough,more girls (50 percent) in Arts-
SoceSco, and Science faculties are in favour of particim tion

than their male counterparts (43 percent) in the same faculties.
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It seems that because of socio-cultural reasons girls get
less opportunities of actively participating in politics,
therefore, they have enthusiastically expressed thelr opinions
in favour of political participation. Moreover, keenness amorng
UePe girls regarding their participation in politics was also

reported by Govil (1967) and Mehta (1974 ).

Overall, the study indicates that those who support
active participation are larger in number than those who do
not. The results arrived at in the present study are different
from the resulis reported by previous studies, i.e. 30 percent
by Kalipras;d (1959), 35 percent by Government of India (1961),
and 22 percent by Sirsikar (1963) conducted in different parté
of India. It seems that during the last fifteen years (1963
being base year),the number of supporters of active participation
has increased. fhis change in the trend among the students can
be attributed to the consciousness developed in them by thelr
enviromment , mags media, political parties, elections, students'
union in generaland expansion of education in particular. The
background of the university itself can be considered as one of

the major factors influencing the views of the students.

Active Participalion in Politics

Farlier, opinions with respect to students' participation

in active politics have been studied. Now, Table 404 presents the
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responses of the students regarding their actual participation

in politics. It is evident from the pattern of responses that

Table 4e¢4% Actual Participation in Active Politics
by Male and Female Students

Taculty MALE % FEMALE %
Never Participated Never Pargicipated
parti- Some Freg- Total parti- Some Freg— Total
cipated times uently cipated times yently

Arts~SoceSce 36 50 14 64 21 8 29

 Science 60 33 7 40 61 29 2 31

Technology 67 28 ) 33

Iaw ) 35 49 16 65

Total Percent 48 41 11 52 70 24 6 %30

Ia’
Arts-S0c.Sc. 45 44 11 55 70 24 6 30

and Science

the percentage of boys and girls,who 'frequently' participate

in active politics,is very small (boys 11 pércenb and girls 6
percent ), But,the combined percentage of those,who participate
'freguently' and 'sometimes', is 52 among boys and 30 among girls.
Paculty-wise active participation in politics, among boys,

varies from 3% percent in the Technology to 65 percent in the

Iawe

If the figures in Table 4.3 are compared with those of

the present one, a shift in the pattern of actual participation

-~



ig'noticeds The shift is this, wﬁile the percentage of actual
participation in case of girls has gone down (30 percent) in
comparison to that of those of mere supporters of participation
(50 percent ), the same has gone up in case of boys from 42 to
520 It means that girls have shown inclination towards
participation in politics, but when the actusl occasion of
pa;ticipation arises, for fear of damaging thelr image in the
sgciety, they do not come out in the streets; whereas 1t seens,
that there are certain boys in the university who do not favour
participation in politics, but on occasions thgy do actively
participate because of their sentimenta; attachment to the
igsues, persuasion and pressure, interest, fun and even for
pleasure sake (the fact will be clear from Table 4.14a) and

last but not the least influenced by the mob mentality,

Agsociation with Polibtical Parties

Responses to the gquestion related with the students’
association with different political parties have been presented
in Table 4.5a, Since, the data were collected in the years
1978-79, the JanataﬂParty stands for the then undivided Janaba.
The table reveals that 51 percent male students and 47 percent
female students have assoclation with the political partiese

When compared with the figure (26 percent ) mentioned by
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Sirsikar (1963) informing about students' association with
political parties in Poona University, the figures of the

present study show an increase in the trend.

According to the atove table, bhe Janata and the
Congress (I) are the two most popular political parties in
the‘campus. Thirty percent boys and 27 percent girls have
shown their association with the Janata Party while 13 percent
boys and 20 percent girls have shown association with the
Congress (I). The highest percentage (65) of association with
political parties has been found in Iaw faculty, whereas the
lgwest (34) in the Technologye. The male students have expressed
their choices for other political parties besgides the Janata
and the Congress (I), but the girls have shown their
assoclation with the aforesald two parties only. Apgrt from
these two, the CPI (M),having 4 percent of students

associated with i1t, occuples third position in popularity.

The popularity of the Janata Party might have been
due bto its gaining support from two students' organisations
ile€e Vidyarthi Parishad1 and Samajvadi Yuvajan Sabbazo Another

reason for its popularity seems to be its being in power at the

1eStudent wing of the erstwhile Jan Sanghe

2.3tudent wing of the erstwhile Socialist Party.



centre and in the state at the time of the collection of

the data.

Caste-wise Associatbion with Political Parties

The data regarding association with p@l?tic&l parties
have been analysed caste-wise gnd is presented in Table 4.,5b,
It is evident from the table that political association is
h?gh among Kurmi-Koiri (69rpercent) and Yadav (67 percent),
moderate among Brahman (55 percent ), Eshatriya (51 percent) and

Table 465b: Caste-wise Association of Male and
Female Students with Political Parties

(in %)

PO%;?%;@; Janta Congress Congress Commu-  Total Sgggci—
Castes (I)  nists ated
Brahman 24 2 26 3 55 45
Kshatriya 3% 4 8 6 51 49
Kayastha-Vaishya 17 5 5 3 28 T2
Yadav 61 - 3 3 67 33
Kurmi-Koiri 49 6 8 6 69 31
Scheduled 21 5 8 13 47 53

Scheduled Castes (47 percent) and low among the Kayastha-Vaishya

(28 percent ), Association with the Janta Party is higher smong



Yadav (61 percent) and Kurmi-Koiri (49 percent) students

and lower among Kshatriya (3% percent), Brahman (24 percent ),
Scheduled Castes (21 percent) and'Kayastha—Vaishya (17 percent)
students. Twenty—-six percent of the Brahmans and 1% percent of
Scheduled Castes have accepted association with Congress (I) and
the Gommunist parties respectively, while very low percentage of
students of the other Castes have association with these two

1

political parties.

Students' assoclation with pélitioal parties on the
basis of Castes was pointed out by some students during the
interviews alsoo Theirudivision was as follows: Brahman
students are inclined towards Congress (I) and Jan Sangh group
of the Jantsa, Ksﬁatriyas to dJansangh group of the Janta and
Phumihar, Yadav and Kurmi-Koiri students to Charansingh faction
of the Janta, Only Scheduled Caste students are inclined towards

the Communist Partiese

It appears from the available data that studernts'’
agsociation with political parties is very much influenced by
caste groups to which they belong. It also seems that
ideology and programmes are not important criteria for students
in making their choilces for political parties. The findings
of this study support the observation made by Sinha (1975)
that Casteism and pettby politics prevail in the University of

Bihare
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Levels of Assoclation with Political Parties

According to tabde 4.5a, fifty one percent boys and
47 percent girls are in some way associated with various
political parties. In order to know the stages of their
assoclation with political parties, the data have been further
analysed and presented in lable 4.5c. Sympathy, support,
membership and holding party positions are considered as the

indicators of different levels of assoclatione

The table reveals that 39 percent boys (18+21) and
34 percent girls (18+16) are at the level of sympathy and
support, while 8 percent boys (7+1) and 5 percent girls are
at the level of membership and holding some position in the
varties, The highest pe rcentage of party members and office
" bearers together (16 percent), among the male students, is in
the Iaw faculty, while the lowest, (one percent) in the
Technology. Among the girls, percentage of membership is
higher in Arts-SocwsSc., faculties in comparison to that of

those in the Science facultys

Overall, it can be said that the majority of students
asgocliated with political parties belong to the initial level
of association, l.e. sympathy and support., Only a very small

minority rises to the next higher level of association, ice.
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membership and party position, If the figures of table 4.5b

leeo Caste-wise association with political parties are considered
along with the figures of the present table, the conclusion is
that perhaps students are more sentimentaliy attaohed?with the
political parties at the initial level rather than rationally.
They seem to be less governed by political awareness, while

more by political excitement, based on caste,

Assocliation with Youth Organization

The students were asked to respond to a guestion
whether they are assoclated with any youth organization. Girls'
responses in this respect were very low (below 2 percent), so
they have mnot been presented in tabular form, Résponses pertalining
to boys have been presented in Table 4.6, The table reveals that

Table 4.6% Association of Male Students with
Youth Organization

., o Non-~

Paculty —— sssociated 7% associatéd

Cultural Social Political Total %
Arts=-Soce.Sca 3 7 3 13 87
Science 3 1 - 4 96
Techno logy 5 - - 5 95
Iaw 5 T 2 14 86
Tota 1 Percent 4 4 2 10 90
Arbts—SoceScoe 3 5 ‘ 2 10 90

and Science
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10 percent boys are associated with some socio-cultural and
political youth organizations. The percentages of responses

vary faculty-wiseo. They are higher in Iaw (14 percent) and
Arts-SoceSc. (13 percent), while lower in Science (4 percent ),

and Technology (5 percent), It is further noted that 8 percent
(4+44 boys are associated with socio-culbural organizations, while

only 2 percent with political ones,

Socio-cultural organigzations, generally, emphasize
upon literary activities, dramatics,,gamés and sports and ebther
cultural sspects. They are rather oriented to maintensrce of)
the system, while polit ical organizatbtions emphasize on discussion
and debates on conbtroversial matters and burning issues related
to soclo-political changes, launch programues and hold camps
for the propagation of thelr ideologies. Here the students get
greater opportunities for understanding the theories and
principles explaining social relations. The small percentage (2)
of students, associated with political youth organizations,
indicates that studg@ts are less inclined towards the theoretical
aspect of politics which may provide deeper insight and
understanding of the existing system and motivate them %o

srive for a change.

So far,analysis and interprelation of students'

parbicipation in political activites have been made. Students



DO
D

participation in public protest type activities (PPTA) with

its various aspects like, efflcacy of PPTA, perception of the
efficacy, opinions regarding participation in PPTA, actual
participation in PPT4,- frequency and extent of participation,
participation in different types of agitations, and reasons for

participation in PPPA have been dealt with hereafter,

Efficacy of Public Protest Type Activities (PPTA)

\

Activities like - &émonstrations, strikes, gherawos,
dharanas, etc.,used in suprvort of demands, redress of grievancies
etco,are considered as public protest type activities (PPPA )W
Generally, students resort to tﬁese mebhods for communicating
thelir feelings, expressing their disagreemerts, fulfilment of

their demands and/fr opposing adminisgrative policies.

Students' responses pertaining to their perception of
efficacy of PPTA as a method of protest have been presented in
Table 4.7. It is obvious from the figures in the Table that
the overwhelming majority of boys (88%) and girls (89 percent)
consider strikes, demonstration, dharnas etc. as the effective
meansg for redress of their grievances and fulfilment of thelr
demanéso Surprisingly enough, more girls than boys have
perceived these methods to be effective in producing desired

results. Similarly, more Technolegy male students than thelr



Table 4.7

Male and Female Students' Perception
of Efficacy of PPTA

~J

M ELE

Never
perce— Some

Faculty

Perceived

L B

7

Never

___Perceived

Frequ- Total perce- Some

Prequ- Total

and Science

ived timeg ently ived times ently
Arts-Soc.Sc. 12 55 33 88 18 69 13 82
Science 16 61 23 84 2 13 25 98
Technology 10 71 1§ 90
Iaw 9 54 37 é1
Total Percent 12 60 28 88 11 1 18 89
" Arts~Soco.Sce 14 57 29 86 11 71 18 89




male counterparts in Arts-Soc.Sc. have expressed similar viewse
Among boys as well as among girls, those who have frequently
found PPTA to be effective, are higher in percentage than those

who have not.

The study indicates that the majority of students
seems to be convinced of the effectivenesé of PPTA in achieving
their goal, whether they have used these methods or not., Their
responses, however, indicate that those)who adopt them)have
succeededo, The findings of bthis study support Raghuyulu's
(1967 ) observation that grievances are better heard when
represented by a group of students. Perhaps this may be one of
the reasons, as informed during the interviews,aeven s small
group of students can start agitation in the campus relabting
to minor issues. Such 'micro-activism' starts due to ‘'on the
spot reasons', The ldea and force underlying such 'micro activism'
seem to have been gathered by students' percepbtion of effectiveness
of PPTA. In this rezard, students seem to have been influenced
by outside movements, especially when they find people from
different walks of life resorting to protest methods for the

purpose of ventilating thelr grievancess

Perception of Efficacy of PPTA on Different Occasions

As found out earlier, 88 percent boys and 89 percent

girls (Tabd@ 4,.7) said that they had seen students succeed by
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the use of protest methods. In order to know the occasions
as to when such successes were achieved by use of these
methods, a list of five occasions (Appendix A) was provided
to the students and they were asked to respond accordingly.
The results of such responses are given in Table 4.8. Since,
the students were free to respond to more than one occasions,

column-wise totals of percentages have gone beyond hundrede.

It is evident from the table that postponement of
examinations has been one of the occaslons when the majority
of students (51 percent boys and 76 percent girls) have
perceived the use of PPTA effectives. The .other ooé@sions)which
follow the above,are union elections, admission and residential
facilities when PPTA have also been effective, Faculty—wiée
and issue-wise analysis of the data has indicated some pattern
regarding perception of success of PPI'A in case of boys. Greater
-percentage of Technology and Science students than the Arts—Soc.Sce
and Taw students have found that protest metheds produce desired
results in getting examinaéions postponed,. General]y; Iaw and
Arts-Soce.Sc. students are more concerned with admisgion and
union elections, Students of these two faculties have been
continuously demgnding the policy of open admisslon.. They are
also krown for devoting more time to union’elections in

comm rison t& the students of other faculties. Hence, perhaps,



nore students of these faculties have perceived PPTA to be
effective in connection with students' admission and union
elections. On the other hand, beoause'of heavy academic
engagements and continuous assessment process, the Technology
students might have been more concerned with tests and
examinations, than with other activities. So, the majorit&

of students in this faculty has perceived that success could

be achieved through PPT4 for the posbponement of examinations,

The majority (76 percent) of girls has also perceived
that the examinatiens are postponed as a result of protest
activities. The girls also seem to be more concerned with

their success in the examinations than the boys.

In view of the above discussions, 1t can be concluded
that the majority of students perceives PPIA as the effective
means for getting the examinations postponed. Students'
perception of efficacy of PPTA 1s closely related With.thosg

occasions which help to serve thelr own interests.

Cpinions Regarding Participation in PPTA

In order to assess students' opinions in connection
with their participation in PPTA, a statement, (appendix 4)

that students should participate in PPTA for realizing their



Just demands, was given to them. Reactions to the above
statement are presented in Table 4.9, It is evident from

the table that more than half of the boys from the faculties
of Iaw (65 percent), Arts-Soc.Sco. (57 percent) and Science

(56 percent ) have supported participation in PPTA. The

Table 4.9: Opinions of Male and Female Students
Regarding Their Participation in PPTA

Faculty MALE % FEMAIE %
Dis=- Un- Agree Dis- Un- Agree
agree decided agree decided
ArtS"SOCoSCQ 27 16 57 38 29 33
Science 30 14 56 33 9 58
Techno logy 39 13 48
Iaw 23 12 65
Total Percent 30 15 55 36 21 43
Arts-SoceSce 28 15 57 36 21 43

and Scilence

percentage of these students in the Technology also, who
support participation, is greater than those who do not. On
the whole, 55 percent boys and 4% percent girls favoured
students' particiption in PPTA to get thelr just demands
fulfilled. The number of boys and girls,who favour partici-

patich in PPTA is larger than those who do not.



Perhaps, this is one of the reasons why student
leaders while organizing movements,include such demands and
grievances as can either catch sentiments of the students
or can provide them some benefits or both the types, so that
in large numbers,they may be attracted to join the agitation.
Sometimes it so happens that certain demands have no relevance
to the occasion or are hardly acceptable, yet they are included
in the charter of demands simply in order to mobilize massive

support from the student community (Raj, 1970).

Particimtion in PPTA

Responses of the students to a quéstion (Appendix 4),
whether they participate in PPTA,have been presented in table
4610, The table reveals that the majority (59 pgrcent) of
boys participates in PPTA. This includes both the types of
participation, l.e, 'sometimes' and ‘fréquently'a The
percentage of boys Wﬁo participate ffequsntly iﬁ such activities
is very low (8 peroenf) in most of the faculties, whereas it
is nil in casge of the Technology. Of course, owing to their
faculty's status, nature of courses and curriculum, goal
orientation etc., the Technology students can not be expected
to come to streets frequently o But, as much as 5 percent of

them do participate in PPTA sometimes, The number of girls

/



Table 4010 : Actual Participation by Male and Female
Students in PPTA

Paculty MALE % _ PEMALE %
Never Participated - Never Participated
parti- Some Freg- Total parti- Some Freg- Total
cipated times uently cipated times uently
Arts-Soce.Sce 32 56 12 68 66 31 3 34
Science 48 46 6 52 78 22 - 22
Technology 55 45 - 45
Taw 37 54 9 6%
Total Percent 41 51 8 59 1 27 2 29
Arts-8oc.Scoe 38 52 10 62 1 2 P 29

and Science

participating in PPTA comes to 29 percent, while the number
of those who fregquently participate is very insignificant, i.e.

only 2 percent,

The minority of 8 percent of boys who frequently
participate in protest activities may be real agitation
oriented students. But, the percent of boys, i.es 51 percent
and of girls, i.eo. 27 percent,who sometimes participate in
PPTA,ls noteworthy, in the sense that success of any
movement may very often depend on this fluctuvating seebion

of the student population. When they feel like supporting



the movement, it may be effective and successful, but when
they feel otherwise, it may be difficult to sustain a student
movement » The phenomenon may be considered similar %o the

mass-support to a social movement,

The emergence of such a group is one of the

important factors responsible for creating frequent distur-
bances in a university. Such a group emeiges out of a student
population after a tradition of long and continuous involeement
in student agitations. The Banaras Hindu University Has passed
through various such étages, like - nabional mevement, local
and regional issues, student problems, negligence of student
welfare on the part of administration. Hence, perhaps, a trade-
union mentality, ?nvolvement in agitations if there are chances

of some gain, might have grown among a section of students.

Ray (1977) estimated that in the agitation of 1965 in
BeHsUs, more than 20 percent students of the upiversity had
taken part. The filgures of the present study may not be exéctly
comparable with Ray's estimation, befause of certain |
limitations, this sfudy with its 59 perfent boys and 29 percent
girls at the campus, who participate in PPTA, indicates a rising

trend of particiption among the studentse
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Freguency of Participation in FPPRA

Table 4,11 presents responses of students regarding
frequency of their participaﬁion.in PPTA. It can be inferred
from the table that 57 percent male students and 23 percent
female students have participated once or more than once in
protest activities after they were admitted to this university.
Faculty-wise freguency of participation among boys is highest
(84 percent) in Iaw faculty, moderate in Science (63 percent)
and Arts-Soce.Sc. (53 percent) and lowest in the Technology
(40 percent), whereas it is 31 percent among Arts-Soc.Sco

girls and 12 percent among Science girls.

In general, the table reveals that 29 percent Soiegce
students and 24 percent Technology students have participated
once in PPTA, while 11 percent Arts-Soc.Sce. students and
8 percent Iaw students have doﬁe s0e It 1s further revealed
that 8 percent Isw students and 7 percent Arts-Soc.Sce. students
have participated more than 5 times in protest type activities,
whereas only 2 percent each Scilence and Technology students
have followed this trend. It indicates that more Iaw and
Arts-Soce.S8ce students participate in protest activities more
frequently in comparison to Science and Technology students,

Of all the faculties, more Iaw students have participated in



2
80UBTOY PUB
LL ¢2 - 2 2 - g Yl ¢y LG g ¢ g 6 8L gl  °ogcoo0g-s3ay
LL ¢c - [ é - G L. CY LG g ¢ 9 6 9l 8l jueddsd T®IOL
9L 8 8 8 g9l 0¢ Ve 8 AT
09 0% 2 ¥ Z 9 g 14 £FoT ouyoa
88 2L - - - - v 8 LS €9 z z ¢ 2L Gl 62 50U8TOY
69 L& - 4 ¢ - 9 0c Ly ¢G L < 9 L 0¢ Li 905?008 —-81aY
WOt SBWT 4 U0T4 SSWT 4
-ed1o QATJ S8Wwrg Saurfg 80 89 ~edt1o BATJI S8WTy S8wWlg 80
-19x8d TBIOL SAOQY SATL JInog -TIYJ -TH] 20U -T1348d TeR0g 8A0QF 9ATL JI0OJF ~TIYJ 80TMG 82UQ
UON uoeTaedIotadey uoyN UOTaedTOT Qa8 i 4
% 8 T vV W 4 % & T ¥ W f3Tnoeg

Fodd UT Sjuspnjg oTBWSy Pu®

sTep £q uorgedrotyresd jo Louenbexg

Ll eTamy



138

—

PPTA for two times or more., This may be parbtly due to their
possessing the general characteristics of Arts—-Soce.Sce and
Science students who generally feed this faculty, and partly

due to bheir 'will to lead' (Table 4.14a) resulting in greater
participation in union election (Table 4.13). In all, the
majority of male students has parbicipated in protest activities
in varying freguencies, while only about one fourth of girls

have done g0,

Extent of Participation in PPTA

Students' responsses to questions 26 XKa and 27 of the
questiomaire (Appendix A) were identical, so they have been
ana lysed together and presented in Table 4,12,

Table 4,12 Extent of Participation by Male and
Female Students in TPIA

Male % Female %
Faculty ———ee—p )
ROReS 49 oi4] B @ P 42 0 43
- g g o odgg — 5 g o £ g g
G O [ 0] M 3 o0a © P o [ O] ~ Qg D g
o R o%§ % ogﬁog ont ogﬁ g oga og
B O B 0O < Et WO © Med © 824 0 O < S0 g O
Arts-Soce3c, 52 2% 38 6 1 T4 15 9 2 -
Science 45 24 26 3 2 T4 14 12 - -
Techno logy 69 16 11 2 2
Iaw 28 30 27 g 6
Total Percent 42 22 29 5 2

T4 15 10 T -

Arts-SoceScoe 37 24 33 5 1 T4 15 10 1 -
and Science




It is evident from the table that 42 percent boys
and 74 percent girls have participateq in protest activitiels
to a little exftent, This may be treated as negligible
participation,but the participation by the remaining 58
percent boys and 26 percent girls,which varies from
'to some extent' to 'an end', is important. It means that they
do not leave any matﬁer on the spot but pursue it in varying
degrees., These kinds of participations le.e. from 'toc some
extent' to 'an end' are high in case of Iaw (72'péroent) and
Arts—Soc.B5c. (68 percent) students, average in case of Science
(55 percent ) students and- low-in case .of Techunology (31 percent)
students. It is furtbgr revealed that the participation of only
7 percent male students and one pefognt of female students is
beyond average. It means that a small minority of students can
pursue any matter, if taken by it,'to a gréat extent'. This
minority can be considered as the hard core which can hold up

a movement for a longer periode.

In the light of the atove, one can conclude that the
majority of boys and one fourth of girls are involved in ~
PPTA in some effectlive mamner, whereas a small minority of
boys can support and sustain agitatlons to any extent, Girls

in this respect are quite negligible,



Participation in Different Types of Agitation

During theif period of study, sbudents come acewoss
many occasions when fhey participate in agitational activitieso
A list of such types of agitatiens was provided to the students,
and they were asked to tick the types in Whi?h they had
participated., Students' responses in this comnection have been
presented in Table 4,13, It i1s evident from the table that 71
percent boys and 37 percent girls have participated in one or
more types of agitations mentiened in the list, The(table shows
that 35 percent boys and_g percent girls took part in
'opposing corruption in the university'; 24 percent boys and
one percent girl, in 'opposing police excesges'; 2% percent
béys and 25 percent girls, in 'union elections; and 20 percent
boys and 9 percent girls participated in agitations related
to 'reservation of seats in education and job's It is furthér
revealed that faculty-wise and issue-wise highest percentage

[

of participation by the male students is as given below

Faculty Types of Agitations Percent
Arts-Soco.Sce to oppose corruption 52
Law union election 47
Technology to oppose police excesses 31
Science seat reservation 29

Reasons for such a patterﬁ of responses may be specific as well
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as general. Law students are more inclined towards sbtudents!'
union because of their soqio-political consciousness, maturity,
. see2 ond thelr desire to use students“union as a forum

and platform for thelr political activities. In March 1978,

there were ag;tations for reservation of seats for B.H.U. Scisnce
gtudents in the Institute of Medical Sciences. Anticiﬁ%ing their
immediate gain regarding réservation of seats, Science students
participated in large numbers. In the same agitation, the
Technology students have reported during interview that they had
witnessed and faced the brutal behaviour of the police,
especially with the hostel residents in the campuse‘Perhaps,

for this reason,the highest percentage of Technology students

has been found opposing police excesses. In case of female
students, the highest participation (25 percent) has been with
regard to union elections (even greater than those of boys)
followed by seat reservations. Parbicipation in union mattérs is,

perhaps, safer for the girlse

-

On the other hand, among the boys 9 percent participated
in 'boycott of ex sminations', 13 percent 'to oppose price rise',
and only 6 percent participated in agitations 'to support their
political belief', Participation by girls in such agitations ls
almost negligible (2 percent or below). The above pattern of

responses indicates that students are less interested in those



agitations which do not provide them any direct benefit

or are harmfule.

If the figures of this table are compared with the
figures of tables 4e4, 4010 and 4.11 with respect to students’
participation in prptest activities and agitaﬁions, they bring
out two points., First, that more than half of the students
participated in political and protest activities and secondly,fakt
their number varies from 52 percent to 72 percent ih“éiff:erent
aglitations. When this investigator asked some students during
interview reasons for negatively responding to the guestions
pertaining to particiption in PPTA, while posltively responding
to quesbtion pertaining to 'types of agltations' they have
participated in, the students replied in terms of their
'sentimental attachment' with some of the Issues raised under
'types of agitations'e. It indicates that studdnts are sensitive
to the problems and issues to which they are related functionally
as well as mentally. In an overwhelming ma jority they seem to

be with the agitationse

Participation on the part of students in different
types of agitations reflects the stage of socio-political
awakening among the people of a society. In a democracy, people
are granted certain rights by the state and they are free to

hold different political ideas. Not only that they can choose



agitational courses whenever they feel thelr rights are

in danger, It was observed by Altbach (1968a) that because
of certain characbteristics,. they possess, the students are
more inclined towards pure‘politicso But, the evidence of
thié study does not fully support the above observation. By
ahd large students of B.H.U. seem to be interested in such
activities as seem to be gainful to them fathsr than in
principles. Such participation can be called as 'trade union
type' in which the participants are motivated by their
individual gainse.

»

Reasons for Participsting or not Participating in PPTA

4 question was put to the students asking reasons
which motivate them to participate or not to particimte in
PPTA. Four reasgsons in each of the above two categories were
vrovided by the investigator. There were provisions for the
respondents to mention other reasous also, if any. The
respongses of the students have been pregsented in tables

dolda and 46140

It can be inferred from table 4.14a that 4 percent
male students participate in PPPA with the purpose of becoming
office bearers of student union, 6 percent for the sake of fum

and pleasure, one percent to exercise their influence and
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[ percent, with a desire to become leaders. Eight percent
male students in sach Arts-Soc.Sc. and Technology faculties
parbicipate in PPTA for pleasure and fun sake,while 8 percent
Arts-SoceSce. and 14 percent Iaw students parbiclpate in PPTA
with bthe purpose of becoming leaders. Among female students,
percentage of participation in PPIA is three or below for the
reasons spscified above, ex’cept in case of fun and pleasure
wherein 7 percent has parbticipated. It aprears from the table
that a very very small minority of stpdenﬁs participates in

PPTA with the purpose of becoming influential student leaders,

On the other hand, talile 4.14b reveals that among
male students 3% percent do not partioipéte in PPIA 'for lack
of time'; 32 percent, 'for not agreeing with prevailing protest
methods;; 16 percent, due to 'guardians' fear'; and 45 percent
for loss in studies. Amoung femsgle studeﬁts aléo the reasons for
not participating in PPTA vary from 26 percent to 52 percent,
Forty two percent Arts-Soc.Sc. male students and 35 percent Iaw
male students, while only 28 percent science male students and
8 percent Technology male students do not participate in PPTA
due to ‘'lack of time', Similarly, 55 percent Arts—-Soc.Sc. male
students and 37 percent Iaw male students, 36 percent science
male students and 41 percent Technology male students do not

participate in PPPA for fear of less in studies. Female students'
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responses for not participating in PPTA can be analysed as
follows: 32 percent, 'for lack of time'; 38 percent, 'for not
agreeing wibth such methods of protests'; 26 percent, due to
'guardians fear'; and 52 percent, ‘forlfear of loss in studies'.
Since, Iaw and Arts-50ceSco students' participation in PPTA

is generally greater (Tables 4o19, 12, 13), they are rather
more conscious of the negative effects of such activities on
their studes, It seems that only a very very small minority of
students aspire for union offices and leadership, while about
half the students are inclined to participate in PPTA though
they are convinced of loss in their studies due to participation.
It means they are attracted by catching slogans pertaining to
short~term gains regarding admission, examinabtions, re-
evaluatibn, reservation of seats etce, and are less committed

to ideology (Table 4013), which can also mean that for some more
years to come, students' protest activities, will mainly be

N

dominated by the spirit of short term gains withowt having

s

any solid ideological basee

Participation in Movements at Secondary Ievel

As discussed earlier, student movements are noticeable
even at the school level. Before entering the university,
students get opportunities of organizing movements when they are

in schools. Study of students participation in movements at the
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secondary level will be helpful in undeistanding the trend
of participation in protest activities in the university,
Keeping this view in mind, a guestion to this effect was put
to them and the results thereof have been presented ip
Table 40156

Table 4.15: Participation by Male and Female Students
in Movements at Secondary Level

Faculty MALE % FEMALE %
Never Participated Never Participated
parti- Some Freg- Total  parti- Some Freg- Totbtal
cipated times uvently cipated times uvently
Arts-So0ceSco 68 26 6 32 88 11 - 11
Science 80 15 5 20 98 2 - 2
Technology 82 14 4 18
law 70 25 5 30
Total Percent 74 21 5 26 93 7 - 7
Arts—-S0CeSCo 72 22 6 28 93 7 - 7

and Science

The table reveals that 26 percent boys and 7 percent
girls have participated in movements during their stay at schoolse
No girl has fregquently participated in movements during her
school days but 5 percent boys4have done so. Figures regarding
boys'! participation suggest that about one fourth of the

respondents have experiences of participation in movements. For



them, movement is not a novel phenomenon. As a result,
whenever they come accross an explosive situation in the

university, they can hardly resist from parbticipating.

If the figures of this table are compared with the
figures of tables 40,10, 40,11 and 4,13, it is found that the
percentages of particlpants have increased more than two
times in case of boys and more tpan‘four times 1n case of
girls after they have entered the universibty. Both the sexes
seem to have been influenced by the political enviromment of
the university, congciousness of thelr rights, outside
political movements and btheir greabter contact with leaders
of politiéal partles, ldea, thoughts and books. But, it
aprears that these factors have shown comparatively greater
influence upon the girlss In‘schools, generallyl girls are
kept under strict watch, bul when they are in a free
environment in the university their interest and

participation in political and protest activities goés upe

Students' Purposes for Joining the University

A list consisting of five purposes (Appendix-A),
which generally motivate students to enter a university,was
provided to the respondents and they were asked to tick

them according to their choices. Their responses in this.
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connectlion have been presented in Table 4,16, It can be
inferred from fHhe table that 25 percent boysiandVB percent
girls come to university because they do not have any other
occupation, whereas 55 peroent'boys and 47 percent girls
enter the university with the hope of a bright career,
Forty-one perceunt boys and 44 percent girls express their
desire to continue thelr studies further. It 1s further
revealed that 35 percent Arts-Soc.Sc. students and 28 percent
Iaw sbtudents joined the university because they did not get
any other occupation. Both of the above percentages are much
higher than the corresponding percentages of Science'amd
Technology faculEies° Sixby percent Iaw students expect
bright cigeer, w@ile‘only 35 percent Arts-Soc.Sc. students
4o s0, Forty-eight percenmt Arts-Soce.S5c¢c., students wish to

continue their studies in future,

It appears from the above analysis that due to
kack of Job opportunities more and more shtudents are
compelled to continue thelr sbtudies even in absence of
any inclination for them. Percentage of such students who
joined the university for want of a Jjob is higher in
Arts-Soc.Sc. and law faculties in comparison to remaining
two faculties. There is a fair percentage of such students

v

in Science faculty also. There seems to be a cyclg order, = .-



like unemployment causing overstay in the university
resulting in more disturbances which would further lead
to more unemployment and so on and so forth. The existing
soclo-economic conditions seem to be such that the above
trend continues and encompasses in its fold still great

proportion of students.

SECTION-B

INTENSITY OF STUDENT ACTIVISM

As stated in the objectives, intensity of student
activism has been studied with respect to six groups of
variables, viz. personal, sociological, socio-economic,
institutional, sbudents' perception of guardians' political
actividies and political variables related to students. Data
with respect to these six groups of variables were collected
by the questionnaire and used for the purpose along with the
data availlable from the activism scale., The statistical
technigues used for analysing the data in this section, have
been mean, SD, analysis of varlance, t-tesbt and correlation.

The level of significance set for testing the difference has
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been .05, Most of the data related Lo this section have

been computerized.

Three types of personal varliables l.e. sex, age and

birth order have been considered as follows :

Sex

v

As already mentioned, activism scoeres of only Arts-—
Soc.Sce and Science students have been analysed for finding
difference in intensity of student activism between boys and
girls. Significance of difference between the two group-means
have been tested by 't' technigue and the results have been
presented in Table 4,17. The above table shows that the

Table 4,17t Significance of Difference Betwesn Mean

Scores of Male and Femgle Students wilith
Respect to Intensity of Student Activism

Group i) M SD SEM af t Level of
Significance
Ma le 291 76004‘ 13063 080
395 T+05 0 01

Pemale 106 65024 13615 128
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mean score of activism with respect to male students is
significantly greater (at -01 level) than the mean score
of activ}sm with respect to female students., It indipates
that intensity bf student activiem lg significantly higher

among boys than that among girls.

This may be due to soclo-cultural milieu in which
the girls\grow up. Indlan soclety is a pakrlarchal one, in
which almost eve;ywhere males are found dominating. Social
norms under which the children grow, are different for boys
and girlse. For boys, it is more open and free but for girls
it is rather controlled and restricted., This difference is
maintained not only in the family, but is extended to
school, community and socigty alsce, In such an environment,
there may develop opposite traits in boys and girls. 4s a
result, girls are rather submissive, tolerant, sociable and
less resentfule. According to Saraswat (1964), 'the boys tend

to be more agressive and girls more timid in social situation'.

But it seems that actlvism among female students may
increase at a rapid rate in days to come. Increasing
, consciousness due to expansion of education may make them more
aware of their rights and privileges. Today, in India more

women have assumed high positions in the socletyo. They have



taken up high administrative jobs and have assumed

political and social 1eadershipoC§&W§swere found having
highly favourable atbitudes toward politics (Mehta, 1974 ).
Thisg study has alse found more gilrls favouring students
parﬁicifation in active politics in comparison to boys
(Table 4o,3), and more girls perceiving efficacy of protest
activities in comparison to boys (Table 4.7)s Moreover,
inereasing professionalism among women, formation of
separate trade unions for women workers and often heard of
processions and demonstrations of house-wives may help and
encourage them to develop still more modernized outlooke
During the interviews, girls often favoured the demands made
and methods ubtilized by the students in general, eicept those

which are violent and destruchktives

Because of significant difference found in the
intensity of student activism between the male students and
female students, hereafter, the analysis of the data related
to both the sexes Wasze been presented separately assuming
that rélationship with the variables under study may also

differ,
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Keeping in view the earlier contentions, correlation
coefficients between scores on age and student activism with
respect to the male and the femsle studgmts have been
calculated and presented separately in Table 4,18. The table

Table 4,187 Correlation Coefficients Belween Age
and Student Activism Scores

Groups Aspects of Student Activism Student 4f
. TESTTTTED URE TTER 5P i Actlvism
Bﬂa}_e —oOO QO5 —001 e06 01 3*.* '—003 004 4? 2
Fema le -2 OR% ‘013 A -2 1% "‘019 -2 0% — o 24% 104—
% Significant at .05 level. #% Significant at .01 leve l

reveals that the correlation between the age and the student
activism scores with respect to boys is not significant, IF
means male students of any age at the universiby level are
inclined towards activism. Further, positive and significant
correlation (.13) between socio-political aspect of student
activism and age indicates that male students of higher age
tend to involve significantly in matters of socio-political

importance, This supports Spencer's (1970) observation that
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politicized students are of older age. The remaining
five aspects of student activism have not shown any

significant relationship with the age.

On the other hand, girls have shown nregative and
significant correlatiom (~,24) between age and activism
prores. Further, four of the six aspects of studeﬁt activismyg,
iees academic, police clash, student amenities and students'
union have also shown negative and significant relationship
with age. It means, girls of lower age have greater
infensity of student activism than the girls of Eigher
ageo The girls of lower age group seem to be more inclined
towards academic matbters, student welfare and other non-
academic onese. In thelr late adolescent period, these girls
seem to be more guided by sentiments and ideals, moredver,
when they enter the univergity, they get more open and free
environment than they had earlier in schools. Perhaps, the
comparatively freer environment and late adolescence incite
them bto involve in activism intensively at the initial stage
of their university entrance, but this mental state does

not hold as they advance in age and ex _yperience,

Ordinal Position

To find oub whether intensity of student activism

differs among students according to their birth order in



the family, the students have been classified in four

categories on the tasis of information received from them,

in this respect. These categories are - the eldest, the

middle, the youwmgest and the only sons of the parents.
Table 4.,19a: Mean Scores of Sbudent Activism

for Four Groups of Ordinal Position
Amoyg Male Students

Groups Bldest Middle Youngest Only Child
JiA 75016 15074 75063 1254
il 140 180 83 11

Table 4,19b: Analysis of Variance for Finding
Significance of Difference Between
Mean Scores of Student Activism
for Four Groups

Sources of ar Sums of Sqguares  Mean Squares S
Variation
Between 3 122093 © 40,98 )
13049
Within 410 74,664 94 182611
Total 413 74,787 .87
F= ng:?? = .22 not significante
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The middle category consists of those students who are
neither the eldest nor the youngest nor even the only sons
of thelr parents. To find out significance of difference
among the four group-means, analysis of variance has been
applied. The results are p esented in Table 4.19B, 1t is
evident from the table that the obtained 't' value of .22

is not significant, which means that the above four
categories on the basis of ordinal position do not differ
significant 1y with respect to intensity of student activism,
It indicates that the ordinal position of the child is not
directly assoclated for inducing activism among students,
Singh (1974) also did not find significant relationship
between ordinal position and leadership among students.
However, the trend indicates that the middle and subseguent
born male sbtudents are more inclined towards activism than
the only and the first born onese. This may be due to greater
care, protection and attention given to the only and the
eldest sons in Indian families that they are less 1n the
habit of running a riske. The analysis of the data-

pertaining to girls has been dropped.

Sociologicai Variables and Student Activism

The role of sociological variables has~ often been

emphasized in connectiom with studeunt activism. Caste,



&

regidence, marital status,family type, rural-urban
background and region have been cons idered under this
sub-head. The analysis of the data with respect to
religion has been dropped, because the avaiiable data
were neither usable for the study nor sultable for its

technigue.
Caste

Caste 1s felt and perceived to be 3 major factor
affecting socio-political 1life in various parts of India.
Studkes related to student activism reported conflicting
results in this regard., To examine the influence of caste
on student activism, the investigator, on the basis of
interview, has ldentified six major caste categories among
the students. They are - scheduled castes, Kurmi-Koeri,
Yadav, Kayastha-Vaishya, Kshatriya (Thakur) and Brahman,
For the purpose of this study, Brahman, Kshatriya and
Kayastha-Vaishya have been considered as higher castes,
castes except the higher and the scheduled are grouped in
middle castess. They include three major sub-castes, like -
Yadav or Ahir, Kurmi‘and Koeri in U.P. and Bihar. Because
of developing soclo~political consciousness among the
Yadavs, the investigabtor has put them under a separate

categoryoe

c1
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For tesgting overall significance of difference
between mean activism scores of the six caste groups among
the male students and four dcaste groups among the female
students, analysis of varianceg has been applied.® The
results in this connection have been presented separately
for male students in table 4,20b and for female students in
table 4.20d. The obtained F-values (.42) for male students
and (1.21) for female students are not significant, It means,
caste 1s nobt siznificantly responsible for inciting activism

Table 4,208t Mean Scores of Student Activiem for
Six Caste CGroups Among Male Students

Cagte DBrahman-Kshatriya Kayastha- Yadav  Kurmi- Scheduled

Groups Vailshya Koeri
M 75.79 750,68 T4 .05 75,90  T7032 76418
N 107 85 76 30 62 38

among the students. A sbudent from higher castes may be as

a high or low activist as a student from middle castes and/or
scheduled casbtes, Thus the evidences of this study contradict
the observations made by Shaw (1968), Singh (1974) and
Srivastava (1974 ) that the students of higher and dominabing

castes are more inclined towards actlvisme. The present



Table 4,20b: Anglysis of Variances for Finding
Slgnificance of Difference Between
Mean Scores of Student Activism
for 8ix Caste Groups

Sources of af Sums of Sguares Mean Squares SD
Variation
Between 5 380639 76,09

13651
Within 392 71,497.65 . 182039
Total 397 71,879,04

F 7609 =42, net Maw—fxcaﬂ’

: 182-34
Table 4.20c: Mean Scores of Student Activism
for Four Caste~Groups Among
Pemale Students

Caste Groups Brahman Kshatriya Kayastha- Yadav,Kurmi~Koeri
Vaishya and Scheduled

e

3

M 61 995 66 04-6 64 82 73650
N 29 31 35 6

situation may be due to the percentage of students belonging
to middle and lower castes has risen in the higher educablone
Rather the study agrees with the observation of Ross (1969)

that the higher caste students as well as the middle caste
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students are equally involved in activism, the former may
be for maintaining their position while the latbter for
gaining it
Table 4,20d: Analysis of Variance for Finding
Significance of Difference Between

Mean Scores of Student Activism
for PFour Caste Groups

Jources of df Sums of Squares  Mean Squares SD
Variation
Between 3 677613 225,71
13,63
Within 95 17,661.55 185,91
Total 08 18,338,68
= ._2...2..5.1..“1-.. = “ 3 7 4
F o= 185 .07 1021 .not significant,

The Indian society is vertically stratified mainly
on the basis of various castes. The higher c aste people
have greater control over the economy in comparison to the
middle castes and the scheduled castes. Thus, from the
soclo-economic and educational point of view,the higher
castes have set their status and have mostly occupied bthe
profitable situations in the exigting soclal system, while

the middle and the scheduled castes are deprived nobt only
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in terms of ecornomic and educational gain bubt in terms

of status also. But, due to consciomsness they developed
through education and other means, they wish to gain a

status in the sqcietyo For that, they édopﬁ the popular
means of activism often practised in the university campusess,
Table 4.,5b indicates that the percentages of students
gssociated wibth political parties are higher among the middle
castes than the higher castes., VWhenever the students from
middle castes have an opporbtunity, they would revolt for

a change in the system with a view to having thelr own hold
on 1t or %o adjust in it suitably. On the other hand higher
caste sﬁudenbsx‘would also adopt the same course of action

to maintain their status.

This trend has been la}gely noticeable after 1967
general elections (Srivastava, 1976). When the Janta Party
came to power in 1977, it w as observed that certalin caste
groups in Hindi belt of north India were very enthusiastic.
This was also noticed during the years 1978 and 1979, when
movements in U.P. and Bikar were organiged for and against
the reservation policy in Goverrment gervices. All these
trends were reflected in many of the educational institutions

of UeP. and Bihar. Perhaps for the first time in the history
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of the Banarss Hindu University students' union, a girl
belonging to middle castes was elected for the post of

general secretary in the session 1978-79,.

Since legislature 1s the most effective means of
bringing changes in the Indlan sociebty, whenever middle and
scheduled caste groups get any political opportunity they
try to utilige it for their benefits, Emergence of M.P.s,
MeLedes and ministers from these castes would not only
encourage competetive spirit, but to some extent, it may
iéject the sense of rivalry also., The statement given by
a Kurmi student leader supports the above observation. He
was of the opinion of forming a 'sangh' (union) of at least
three elite groups (Yadav, Kurmi and Koeri) of middle castes
to compete with the upper castes. The leader further

propoged to strengthen the 'sangh' through marriage

relations among these castese.

It has generally been observed that the scheduled
castes and the middle castes have some bitter fleeling of
having besn suppressed by the upper castess In the changing
circumstances, the middle castes are not 1n a mental state
to be passive observers (Singh, 1968). Their changing mood

has been reflected in the university campuses also.



Activism in the university may further increase if the

population of students from these ¢ aste groups rises.
Residence

It is a popular belief that students at the
university level enjoy greater freedom because they stay
away from the parents in the hostels and in independent
rented houses. So, they avail, rather, greater opportunities
of involving into activism, T'o examine the sbove belief
regarding intensity of student actifism agsociated with
types of residence, four types of student groups have been
ldentified. Analysis of variance with respect to male
students has been applied to test the significent of
difference between four group means. The results are
presented in table 4.21bo. It is evident from the table that
the obtained F-value (.87) wibth respect to male students
is not significant. It means boys living in four types of
regidences, viz. with thelr parents, with'rekations, in
hostels and in independent rented hourses do not significantly
differ in thelr intensity of student activism. The evidences
obtained with respect to boys do not agree with the view that
those boys who stay away from their parents tend to be high

activisbse. The results of this study do not conform to the



Table 4.21at Mean Scores of Student Activigm
for Four Residence-Groups Among
Male Students

Residencs With Parents With Relations In Hostels In Rented

Groups Houses
M 73495 76029 7582 77030
N 114 41 210 47

-popular view that stay with parents may affect or restrain
gstudents' parbticipation in protest activities. A4 boy residing
with parents mey be as high/low activist as another residing
in the hostel or in a rented house. This indicates that if
the familial hold on boys goes on relaxing, chances for which

seem to be greater in fubure, the student activism may widen.

As regards the female students, t-test has been
employed for finding out significance of difference between
the two groups of hostel residents and those staying with
the familye. The obtained t-value (2,63) has been found to be
significant at o071 level (Pable 4.21c), which means female
students staying in Lhe hostels show significantly higher
intensity of student activism in comparison to those staying

with thelr parenbts. For the girls who stay in the hostels,
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Table 4.21b: Analysis of Variance for PFinding
Significance of Difference Between
Mean Scores of Student Activiem
for Four Residence-Groups

P ——

rces of
%:;ﬁ;iiog af Sums of Squares  Mean Squares 5D
Between 3 47575 157,92
1%3.44
Within 408 1%,739613 180673
Total 411 74 ,212,88
_ 157.92 _ ) st o
F = 3§ Wil «87 , not significantoe

formal control and supervision of university authorities,
hostel wardens have 1little meaning. Since they are out of
direct controly and day by day supervision bf Fheir
guardians, they get more freedom in commrison to those

who stay with the family, Hostel girls find greater
epportunities of mixing with peer-groups in the infommal
environment of the university. Moreover, they have less
opportunities of sharing some of the family responsibilities
as well as burdens, which normally Indian girls do in the

homes., Consldering all these, 1t ssems thab the hoslel



Table 4.21ct Significance of Difference Between
Mean Student Activism Scores for Two
Residence Groups Among Female Students

Groups ] M SD, SFR af g Level of
Sigunificance

With Parents 81 64,04 13,01 1044 94 0463 01

In Hogtels 15 73053 11095 3009

environment is more condusive in fomenting thelr dormant

rebellious spirit which so long has bsen under control,

Marital Status

It isg generally observed that because of greaber sense
of responsibility, married people behave in a more socially
appfoved manner. More or less, the ssame is thought of
students also. Accordingly, i1t 1s supposed that married
students will be more law abiding and less risk taking. On
the other hand, unmarried sbtudents, being free from
responsibilities, do not hesitate from involving themselves
in activisme. With this view, married and unmarried students
have been compared on the meis of mean activism scores. The
significance of difference has been found out by t-test and

results are presented in Yables 4.22a and 4.22b for boys



and girls respectivelyo,

Table 4.,22a: Significance of Difference Between Mean
Scores of Activiem for Married and Unmarried
Male Students

Ggroups N M SD SEM af t Ievel of
Significance

Unmarried 295 T4e63 13410 76

The table reveals that the obtained t-values of 1.80
with respect to boys and «81 with respect to girls are not
significant. It means married and unmarried students do not
differ significantly with respect to intensity of student
activism. Thus, the evidences of this study have not“supported
the popular view that unmmarried students tend to be high

activistse

It seems that sense of responsibility in modifying
human behaviour is very much assoclated with the situation
Table 4.22b: Significance of Difference Between Mean

Scores of Student Activiemm for Married
and Unmarried Pemale Students

Groups N M SD SEM af % Level of
Significance

Married T 69414 7620 275
104 «81 Not significant

Ummarried 99 64697 13445 ~ 1635

———— o
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in which the responsibility is carried on, The sense of
responsiblility may incite socially unapproved behaviour when
the individual is everpowered by the feeling of economic
insecurity. Not getting a job and being compelled to continue
one's study against one's wishes, may create tension and
stress in one's mind. It was found b& Bovil (1967) that for
their expenses most of the students; generally, depend on
thelr guardians. Under the situation, married students have
not to depend on guardians for thelr study ex enses alone,
but for their 'own family' expenses also. Economic depéndenoe
on others may not allow them to discharge many of 'their family'
responsibilities according to their likings. Such situation
may further aggravate thelr tension. In view of the above, it
appears that in the existing sitvation mafried students are
more dissatisfied than their unmarried counterparts. With
more responsibilities, it seems, in a soclety of scarcity

one is more perturbed.

Family Type

Generally, two family types, nuclear and joint, exist
in Indiae. It has been generally observed that enviromment
in the joint families puts greater restraint on males
and females which 1s notlcongenial for the outlet of their
emotions and sentiments. When the boys and girls of joint
families enter the university they have greater freedom. To

examine whether student activism differs with respect to



ee==gn types of families from which the students hail, |
the means of both the groups have been tested by t-technicuve.
The results are presented in tables 4.2%a and 4.2%3b for male
and female students respectively.

Table 4.,23a: Significance of Difference Between Mean

Scores of Student Activism for Male
Students of two Family Types

Family Bl M SD SEM af t Level of
Types Significance

— e [R————

Nuclear 243 T4eT3 1402 086

Family 411 1.74 Not
significant

Joint 170 75633 12657 1,01

Family

It can be inferred from the tables that the obtained
't' values of 1,74 and 1,86 for male and female éfndents
respectively are not significant. It indicates that the
two groups hailing from the nuclear and ?be joint families

among the magle and female students do not differ significantly

with respect to intensity of student activisme

The following table 4.23b shows the slgnificance of
difference between mean gcores of student activism for
femgle students of two family types, lee. nuclear family

and joint family.



Table 4023b: Significance of Difference Between Mean
Scores of Student &ctlv1sm for Female
Students of Two Famvly ypes

ﬁ‘am;;y N §D SEIM af t  Tevel of
JP . o _____Signficance
Nuclear 79 63 «S7 13&22 1 049
Family 104 1.86 Not signi-
ficant
JOanG 27 69027 12031 2037
Family

Rural- Urban Background

Increasing educational oprortunities are attracting
more boys and girls for higher educabtion, Rural boys and
girls are alsq comning for it, Since higher education develops
some sort of socio-political consciousness, it is generally
observed that leadership in certain fields particularly in
politics has been shifting towards the counbtry side. The

university campuses algo seem to be influenced by such trend.

As mentioned earlier)rural and urban groups among
the students have been identified on the basis of their
responses to the guestion (4Appendix 4) put for this purposes
Further mean gchbivism scores of these two groups have besn

tested by 't' technigue for thelr significance of difference.
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The results have been presented in tables 4.24a and 4.24b
for boys'and girls respectivelyo
Table 4.24a: Significance of Difference Between

Mean Scores of Student Activism for
Rural and Urban Male Students

—— — —— S

Groups N M SD SEM af t Level of
Signficance

Rural 275 76,98 1%.78 o83
' 386 3638 001

Urban 123 72015 11,78 1,06

— . o— -

Table 4.24a reveals that the mean student activism
gecore of rural male students is significantly greater at .01
level then the mean score of.urban male students. This
supports Spencer's (1970) observation that highly politicized
students often hall from villages., It seems that the above
difference is due to dissimilarity between the customary
norms controlling the behaviour of rural and urban youth. The
urban society 1s heterogeneous and composed of pseople
unrelated with one another, hence an individusl has %o
exercise greater self restrasint in order to be considered
a man wibh the good behaviour; whereas in rural soclety

there are various external and informal agencies,like caste,
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kin, community, mutwl relations, religion etc. which

control the behaviour of thelr youth. In the abgsence of such

Table 4.24bt Significance of Difference Between
Mean Scores of Student Activiem for
Rural and Urban Female Students

Groups N M 8D SEM af t Level of
Significance

Rural 17 69047 11,80 286

102 1.55 Hot
) significant
Urban 87 64 015 13020 1 o1

institubions in the urban area, the rural youth finds himself
in a vacuum and tries to identify with simila; institutions

like associations, unions, forums, etc., which make it possible
for him to behave and at the same time provide him opportunities

to develop informal relations,

Though the difference between the rural and bthe urban
groups of female students has not been found to be significant
(Table 4.,24b) with respect to student activism, the trend of

itensity of activism is similar to that of male studentso
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the Mudaliar (1958) and the Gajendragadkar (1969)
enguiry committees observed that unrest in the Banaras Hindu
University was caused by the students halling from the
districts of Bastern UsP. To examine the above observation,
the investigator made four categories of students according to
the regions they hail from, ‘hey are Bastern U.P., non-Fastern
UusPsy Bihar and other Staﬁes of India. Fastern U.P. comprises

of fifteen distriotso1

The remaining districts, obther than
these fifteen, coue under non-Bastern U.P. Thus, U.P. itgelf
is divided into two categories to see whether these two
regions differ significantly with respect to activism. The
third region covers the adjoining state of Bihar, and all the

remeining parts of India other than U.P. and Bihar are termed

as ‘other states of India'.

To find overall difference among the four group
means of student activism, analysis of variance has been
appliede. The results have been presented in Table 4,25b, It

is evident from the table that the obbained F-walue of 4.49

1 These districts aret 1.Banaras, 2.Mirzapur,
%3o.Ballia, 4.Jaunpur, 5.Ghazlpur, 6.Azamgarh,
7 .Gorakhpur, 8.Deoria, 9.Basti, 10.Allahabad,
11 .Pratapgarh, 12.Falzabad, 13.Gonde,
14 .Bahraich and 15.Sultanpur, (Upadhyaya, 1975)



is significant at .01 level. So for further analysis i.e.

to find significant differences between six combinatious of

Table 4.25at Mean Scores of Student Activiem for
Four Region-Groups Among Male Students

Other Indian

Region Groups Eastern U.P. Non-Fastern Blhar

UePs States
M. 76036 76004’ 75025 68036
N 312 22 36 40

groups, b-values have been obtained (Table 4.25¢c). The table
reveals that bt-values, between Bastern U.P., non-Eastern U.P,
and Bihar on the one hand and other Indian States on the other,
differ significantly., It means thabt male students of Eastern
UsPe, non~Eastern U,P. and Bihar tend to show significantly
Table 4.25b: Analysis of Variance for Finding Significance

of Difference Between Mean Scores of Student
Activism for Four Reglon-Groups

Sources of af

Variahben Sums &f Sguares - Mean Sqguares 8D

Between 3 24375633 791,78 ‘
1327

Within 405 71,350046 176017

Total 408 13,1722079

o= --;7%5%’-%— = 4,49, significant at o01 levele



greater intensity of activism in comparison to their

male counterparts, hailing from the 'other Indian states'.
Further examinstions of the table revesls that gstudents of
Bastern U.Pe., non-Fastern U.P. and Bihar have not been found

to differ significantly with respect to student activism.

Toble 4.25c:  ‘'%' Values for Six Combinations of
Region-Groups of Male Students

Peon b o W s B 2 2t Y

S.No. Combinations of Region-Groups af b g%giztbf“
' Y?lues ficance
1 Eagtern U.P. and other Indian States 350 3.61 001
2 Hon-Bastern U.P. and other Indian 60 2,20 005
States
3  Bihar and other Indian States T4 2.34 005
4 Bastern U.P. and Non-Bastern U.P. 3%2 11 Mot sige
5 EBastern U.P, and Bihar 346 047 Not sige
& HNon-Bgstern U.P. and Bihar 56 022 Not signi-
ficant

et e ———— W St o At 5 i e — PR —

In a developing country, educational institutions
do not reflect only hopes and aspirations of the society
but problems and issues also. Alongwith the national problems,
regional problems may also be reflected in the universities

A
more freguently because of thelr geographical locationkthab
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reglon, Under the situation, students of that particular
region in which the university is situated may involve
themselves more deeply in the regiomal problems becausge of
thelr greater concern with the region. Perhaps, this may be
one of the reasons why the students of Eastern U.P.
participate more intensively in qctivism in BHU. Moreover,
because of their contacts wibth the leaders and the
influential citizeng of the reglon, they have greater
confidence of not getting only support but protection.also,
which may rarely be avallable to a student coming from far
off places, There had been some occasions when some section
of the local people also got involved in the affairs of the
university in sympathy and support of the studentse.
Srimastava (1974) reported that locadi leaders often exercise
influence in BHU. It means, perhaps, BEU students make
frequentg wuse of opporbtunities of their contact with
influential political leaders of the region, as a result

some of them may be tempted to adopt leadership as a career,

The students of non-Eastern U.Ps and Bihar have
many culbtural and social affinities similar to the students
of Bastern U.Pe In this case also more or legs the above

reasons may hold good. Moreover, they are related to the
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people of the region by family or marriage ties,

Since, the available data regarding female students

were not usable, thelir analysis has been dropped.

Socig-Economic Variables and Student Activism

Two variables, socio-economic status (SES) and
occupation of the guardians have been considered under

this subhead,

Socio-Economic Status

Increased educationzl opportunities have provided
facilities of higher education to the boys and girls of
lower socio-economic strata also. Since they lack
educational background gnd have less favourable attitude
towards educetlion, they are not able to adjust in the
unfamiliar enviromment of the universitye. As mentioned
earlier, coefficients of correlation between SES and student
activism scores alongwith thelr two components and six
aspects respectively have been computed. They have been
presented in Table 4.26a for male students and 4.,26b for

female students. Table 4.26a glves a general Impression of
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negative relationship betweesn the above sets of variables
for male students., Correlation (-95) between the scores of
parents educational status and student activism has not

beeﬁ found to be significant. It indicates that parents
educational status has no significant assoclation with
student activiem in general., Oubt of six aspects of student
activism, cne, le.e. students' union shows negative and
significant relationship (-.11) with parents educational
status. It means that male students from less educated
families are more inclined towards students' union. Perhaps,
they hope that through their association Wiﬁh the union they
will be able to realizex thelr demands, so actively
varticipate in the union activitiese.

Table 4.26a: Correlation Coefficients Between Parentgs' SIS
and Student Activism Scores for Male Students

Components of Agpects of Student Activ}ém Student arf
Parents' SES AC AD BC S5A SP SU Activism
Parents' 006 =603 =a04 o033 -,08 —s11% -s05 412
Educational '

Status

Parenbs' Econonlic 00 ~e05 =o07 o02 =o11% —o11% -,08 412
Status

Parents' SES 064 "‘eOA,- -0 06 003 —-ol 0% —gf2% _007 412

* Significant at .05 level
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Scores of parents economic status are also not
found to be significantly (-.08) related to student activism
scores. While two aspects of student activism ioees socio-
political and students' union show negative and significant
relationship (=e.11) with parents' economic status. It means
students with weaker economic background tend to show
significantly greater involvement in socio-political and
union matters. Since bthese students are conscious of the fact
that facilities can be had through legislative process by their
greater particlipation in soclo-political issues,they wish to

show thelr strength to influence the processes

On the whole, parents' SES has not been found to be
significantly related to student activism in respect of
boys. Cnly two aspects of student activism, viz., socio-
political and student union have shown negatbtive and
significant relationship with SES. The remsining four aspects
have not been found significantly assoclated with student‘
activism. It means parents' SES has no significant relationship
with student activism. It seems, as mentioned earlier, that
partreieat male students from all the strata of 3ES participate
in acfivism, Those from higher SES with the purpose to maintain

their stabus and also to get further facilities, while those



from lower SES for getbting some sbtatus and facilities

which bhave been denied to them so fare

On the contrary, Table 4.26b reveals that SES and
ite two components on the one hand and sbudent activism with
its six aspects on the other, are positively associated in
Table 4,26b: Correlation Coefficients Between Parents'

8BS and Student Activism Scores for Female
Students

Components of _Aspects of Student Activism Student  df

Parents' SES ICTAD PG TSE TSP T SU Activism

Parents’ 020¥ X LDO¥  G2%% 1T G2T¥% 2B¥® 0% 104
Educational . ,
Status

Parentg! 10 o'IO 009 o 11 0 21% 017 016 104
Fconomic
Status

Parents' SES  o25%  20%  ,21%  L20% L I2%R ,00%% 3088 104

*¥ Significant at .05 level, *% Significant at .01 level,

respect of female students. 4n examination of the table
further indicates that correlation (.29) behtween parents'
educational shtatus and student sctivism ils significant, while

correlation between economic status and student activism is

" mamn a o ——— 7 g o o e S
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not significant (.16). It means that daughters of Lhose
parents who have high educational status are more inclined
towards gctiviem in comparison to the daughters of those
parents who have high economic status. A1l the aspects of
student activism,except one, lo.een student amenities are
positively and significantly associated with parents'
educational status. It means girls coming from highl&
educabed families aré more inclined towards student acbivisnm
in comparison to the girls from less educated families. It
seems that congenial environment of educated families makes
the girls assértiveo Iater, this tendency is transferred to
university environment where they start taking direct actions

2lso for redress of thelr grievamnceso

Parents' economic staius has not been found Lo be
significantly related with student activism, Only its one
aspect, le€o, socio-political is positively and significantly
related with parents' economic status, which indicates that girls
from higher economic status are more prome to be involved in
socio-political issués. Perhaps, because of thelr hackground
they feel it to be the most lmportant of all the aspscts,
and hope that only through participation in soclo-political

matters other problems can also be tacklede
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Parenbs' SES and sbtudent activism, overall, have been

found to be positively and significantly associated with

all their components and aspects with respect to girls. It
indicabtes that girls from higher SES tend fto be high activists
in all aspects in comm rison to the girls from lower SES.
Comparabively higher correlation coefficients betweeh 3ES on
the one hand, and socio-political (.3%32), students' union (.29)
and academic (o,25) on the other, and lower, between SES on the
one hand, and administrative (.20), police clash (.21) and
student amenities (.20) on the other, indicate that girls

with strong SES of thelr parents are more interested in socio-
political, union and academic matters and less in administrative
and student welfare, In Indian society women do not enjoy
equal status in the famlly. In such a category the elite group
is more conscious of its rights and privileges. Perhaps, this
méy be the reason that female .students of higher SES involve
more iﬁtensively in activigm with the alm of having equal

opportunities and status with those of males.

In view of the above evidences, it can be concluded
that there is no significant relationship between parents’
SES and student activism in case of boys, while girls of

higher SES tend to be high activists. With its dissonent



findings, the study supports Aikara (1977), Mishra (1975)
and Spencer (1970) in case of boys and Reddy (1974) in case of

girls.

Occupation

Di Bona (1967) in his study of Allahabad university
observed that stuaents coming from agricultural families
have less respect for -the rules of law. Due to different
socio~-cultural norms, youths from agricultural e ckground
adopt a different pattern of behaviour. Thus, four categories
of occupational groups,l.e. agriculbure, service, business and
professiomls have been identified to verify dependence of
student activism on the occupation of the father, For finding
significance of difference among the above group means,
analysis of variasnce has been applied, which has shown
a significant F-value of 2,69,as presented in Table 4.27b

with respect to the boys. Further significant difference

Table 4,27at Mean Scores of Student Activism for Pour
Occupation-Groups Among lMale Students

Occupation- Agriculture Service Business Professionals
Groups

i 7754 7395 T4 091 71659
N 179 170 45 17




between six combinations of occupation groups has been
agcertained by t-test. Results in this respect have been
presented in Table 4.27c. The table reveals that out of six
combinations only one, l.e. agriculbure and service has been
found to differ significantly. It means that students frow
ggricultural families are more inclined towards activisu
in comparison to the students from service class families,
The remaining five combinations do not differ significantlys.
Table 4.27bs Analysié'of Variance for Pinding .
Significance of Difference Between

Mean Scores of Student Activiem
for Pour Occupation~Groups

Sources of .
Varia tions ar Sums of Squares Mean Squares SD
Between 3 1 ,44’1 055 4—8004—4—
1337
Within 407 72,810642 179.89
Total 410 74,250,675
B o= 480044 2069 , significant at .05 level.

179.87

Students of agricultural families generally haill

from rural areas. As per results presented in Table 4.24a,



rural boys have been found to be high activists. Thus,

it ig clear that since students from agricultural families

hail from rural areas they tend to be high activistsoe

Table 4,27ct 't' Values for Six Combinations
of Occupation-Group

af ‘'t'Values

Soﬁoa Occupat ion~Groups Level of
Significance

1 Agriculture and Service 347 2651 005

2  Agriculture and Business 222 1.27 Hot sige.
3 Agriculture and Professionals 194 1075 Not sige
4 Buginess and Service 213 054 Not sigs
5 Business and Bepfeesiomals 61 .82 Mot sig.
& Service and Professiomnals 185 069 Not sigoe

Present finding confirmsg the previouvs finding of this studyy

with respect bo rural background and student activism,

Partly ecomonic dependence on gervices and parbt ly more

career orientation wmay makes a youth, coming from service

class families,less prone towards activism,



Table 4,274: Mean Scores of Student Activism for
Pour Occupation-Groups Among Female
Students

Occupation  po.ioyiture Service Business Professionals

Groups
M 68475 65.97 60032 6730

N 8 69 19 10

Tableigo27e: Anslysis of Variance for Finding
Significance of Difference Between
Mean Scores of Studert Activism for
Pour Occupation-Groups

— v W————— - — —— ———

é;?f;igoif arf Sums of Squares  Mean équares 5D
Between 3 638,29 212.76

‘ 13,04
Within 102 17,363665 170,23
Total 105 18,001.94

= 1,25 , Not significant,

In case of girls, the F-ratio of 1.25 (Table 4.27e)

has not been found to be significant. However, the results



follow the trend reflected in the behaviour of the male
students. The female students from the agricultural group
should be more tradition bound and as such should show

lower intensity of student activism in comparison to the
other groups. However, the study shows contrary resulbtse
Phis is, particularly, because of the influences of other
factors, namely, hostel and SES. More than 50 percent of the
girls from agricultural families live in hostel and haill

from the higher SE3, where they enjoy more liberty.

Institutional Variables and Student Activism

Here institutional variables uneans varisbles
related to the educsational instibutions. The varliables
are educatiomal commitment, faculties, level and duration

of staye.

Educational Commitment

In India there 1s a popular belief that those
students who are good at study and are interested in it
are less prone to student activiem. But contrary to this
view in the U.S.4., positive and sigmificant relationship

were reported (Xahn, 1972) between educational



comnitment znd student activism scores. Fducatioml

commitment comprises of three components l.e., educational

attainment, educational pursuvuit and interest in study. The

scores of these components have heen combined to obtain

the scores on educational commitment. Correlation

coefficients between educatioral commitment and ibs bthree

components on the one hand, and student activism along with

its six aspects on the other, have been calculated and

presented in Tables 4,28z and 4.28b for the male students

and female students respectively.

Table 4.,28a: Correlation Coefficlents Bebtween

Bduecational Commitment and Student
Activism Scores for Male Students

Components of

Aspects of Students Activism Student ar

Study

Educational
Commitment

Fducatioml AC AD PC SA 3P SU Activiem

Commitment

EducatiOHal —-pl 2% “‘910* "“"006 003 "006 -s1 O% -o11% 4‘12

Attainment

Educatioml "‘004 "'007 ““'003 -a09 ""oOO "008 "'905 412
" Pursuit

Interest in -0,08 -l 2% ~o00 "‘009 ~o07 -o OF -o1 0% 412

—oTTHE 20K~ DK = 12% — TANRCDURR o D1R% 49D

. e e f——

¥ Significant at .05 level,

#% Significant at 01 level.

[V U S ———
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In table 4.28a, all bthe coefficients of
correlationg, except one (between student amenities and
educational attainment ), show negative direction which
indicates that male students,who have weaker educational
commitment, are more prone btowards activism. It is evident
from the table that oub of the three components of
educatioral commitment two,l.e. educational attainment
and interest in study have negative and significant
relationship (-o11 and =.10) with respect o student
activism. It means that stu&ents, who have low educational
attalmment and are less interested in theilr studies, are
more inclined towazds student activism. Educatiomal pursuit
has not shown any significant relationsbipo Further, two
aspects of student activism,l.e., administration and
students' union on the one hand and two components of
educational commitment,ie.e. educatbional atbtainment and
interest in study show negativé and significant relationshipe
It indicates that students who achieve low and are less
interested in studies have greater tendency to participating
in administrative and union issuss, whereas low achlevers
heve greater tendency of involving in matters related %o
academic activism. The remaining aspects of activism are

not significantly associated with educatloral attainment
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and interest in study. Fducational pursult hase neither
shown significant correlation with student actlivism nor
with any of its aspects. It means,educational pursult is

not significantly related with student activisme

The table further reveals that correlation (-.21)
found bvetween student aotivis& and educational commitment
is negative and significant. All the six aspects of student
activism show negative and significant co;relation wibh
educational commitment. It means that those male students,
who have low educational commibment,are more inclined
towards activisme. Comparastively, higher correlation
coefficients between educationzl commitment and two aspects
of student activism,i.e. administration (=022 ) and students!
union {~.21) and lower with tﬁe remaining fouf gspects »
indicate that male students are more active in administrative
and union matters and less in academic, student welfars and

soclio~politicale

Correlation coefficient bvetween the said variables
are presented in Table 4,28b for female students. A1l the
correlation coefficients, except two, tend to be posibive.

However, only two of them are of significant value. They are
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Table 4,28kt Correlation Coefficlents Between
Bducational Commitment and Students
Activism Scores for Female Students

- - —

Components of Aspects of Student Activism _ Student af
Eduecstional AC AD PC SA SP SU Activisnm
Commitment

Bducational 011 .08 005 o21%  L(8 L24% 013 104
Attaimment ’

Educational 903 004 o 9 010 211 005 o10 104
Pursult

Interest in -o06 =001 011 00 016 00 0 04 104
Study

Fducational 006 006 019 017 13 13 o14 104
Commitment ’

*  Significant at .05 level,

between educational attalnment and student amenities, and
educationsl attainment (.21) and students' union (.24). It
means that the glrls having higher educational at tainment are
more prone to the matters related to facilitiles for students
énd students' union. It is natural that those who achieve
high must insist for more facilities, and that too through

unions so that attenbion can be drawn. The remaining

Coelpuinls )
correlationﬁAare not significant. On the whole, educatiomal
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comnitment in case of female students is not significantly

related with student activisme

In view of the above findings, the study supports
the popular belief that those male sbudents,who are less
committed to academic activities,are more prone to activism,
whereas female students do not show any significant
relationship bebtween educational commibtment and student

activismoe
Faculties

As mentioned earlier, the resgpondents of this study
belong to five f aculties. Faculties of Arts and Social
Sciences (Arts-Soc.Sce.) have been considered together and the
remalining three are Iaw, Science and Technolegy. Thus, four
faculty~groups have been formed. The mean scores (Table
40292 ) of the faculty-groups support Spencer's (1967)
observation that social science and humanity students are
more politicized than science studenbts, and the scilence
students, in turn, are more politicizedd than the students
joining for professiomal courses (Technology)e. Further, the
mean activism gcores of these faculby—groups‘have been

compared bto find out significance of difference by analysils



Table 4,293 Mean Scores of Student Activism for
Four Faculty-Groups Among Male Students

o @rie et

Faculty-Groups Arts-SoceSce. BScience Yechnology Taw
M 7720 74419 70.91  T9.77
N 179 112 80 43

of variance in case of male students. The obtained P-ratio
of 6,06 (Table 4.29b) is significant at .01 level. To assess
gsignificance of difference bhetween six combinations of
faculty-groups, t-values have been obtained and presented in

Table 4.29C,

Table 4.,29¢c reveals that Iaw male students are

significantly inclined towards activism in comparison to

Table 4,290t Analysis of Variance for Finding
Significance of Difference Between
Mean Scores of Student Activism
for Four Faculty-Groups

Sources of e e
Variations ar Sums of Sguares  Mean S?uaris S?wh
Between 3 5,175.98 1,058,066 13022
Within 410 71,611.88 174,66

Total 413 T4,787.86

1058066 _ o )
174 .66 6,06 , significant at .01 level.

Fxf
i
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Science and‘Techﬁology male students, while Arts-Soc.Sce
male sbtudemhs have gignificantly greater tendency of
activism than Technology students only. However, there is
no significant difference between Iaw and Arts-Soc.Sce
students, Arts-Soc.Sc. and Science student§ and Science
and Technology students. (Reddy (1974) in his study found
that Arts, Science and Technology students do not differ
significantly with respect to acbivism. Present study
supports Reddy's findings in case of Arts and Science
gstudents, while conbradicts them in the case of Arts and
Technology studenbse.

Table 4,29c: 't' Values for Six Combinations of
Faculty-Groups of Male Students

\

- pr— -

SeNos Combinations of‘FacultymGroups af 't;. Tevel of
' Values Signifi-
cance
1 Iaw and Arts-Soc.Scoe 220 1.15 Not sigo
2 Taw and Science 153 2635 005
3 Iaw and Technology 121 3a04 001
4 Arts-Soc.Sce. and Technology 257 3653 001
5 Arts-Soce.Sce and Sclence 289 1 .89 Not slgoe
6 Science and Technology 190 1,70 Not sigoe

Unemployment seems to be a major factor influencing
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gtudent activism in the university in general., Thirty-five
percent Arts-Soc.Sc., 28 percent ITaw and 18 percent Science
students (Table 4.16) joined the university because they

did not find any other occupation. Moreover, Iaw students

in general are supposed to be more soclally consclouse. The
study of ILaw also mekes them more aware of constitutional
rights and privileges. A1l these may incibte them more to
activism., Dim prospects of job opportunities in case of
Arts-Soc.Sc. and Science male students give rise bo activist
tendencies, More left orienbtation has besen cbserved (Table-
4052 ) in Science studentg in comparison to other faculties,
Moreover, generally bright students goin Science courses
(8hah, 1975). Dissatisfaction and frustration among intelligent
youths may be more harmful for them as well as for the
societyo‘lf in future, Jjob conditions are not improved, there
is a likelhhood that activism will also increase among scilence
gstudents rapidly. ILess social concern, bright job prospects,
more facilities and competbtive admission procedure, in case
of Technology students, make them mild and less prone to

activisume

Since, there are only two groups in case of female

sbudents, t-iest has been applied to find out significance
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of difference between the mean actlivism scores of Arks-8oce

Sc. and Science studenbse. The obtained t-value of 1,99

(Table 4.29d) is significant at .05 level, It means that

Science girls tend to be high acbivists, while Arts-Soc.3ce
Tavle 4,29d: Significance of Difference Between

Mean Scores of Student Activism for
Arts and Science EFemale Students

Groups N i 5D SEM at t

Tevel of
Significance

Arte-8occ.Sc. 45 63«17 14011 2613
104 199 05

Science 61 68,04 11.09 1043

s

girls tend to be low activistse. Parents' SES and student
activism have shown posibtive and significanﬁ relationship
(Table 4.26b) in case of female students. It was found by
Shah (1975) that students of high and middle SES select
Science courses. Perhaps, higher SES in case of Sclence
female students is responsible for their higher tendency

towards activisme.

To find out whether intensity of student activism

differs with respect to students' level of study, the



respondents have been classified into two groups of
postgraduate (PG) and undergrsduate (UG) levelse For the
purwse, as mentioned earlier, only Arts-Soc.Sce., Science
and Technology students have been taken into cousideration.
The existing pattern of PG and UG levels in Arbts—Soc.Sce
and Science faculties has been accepted as such, while
taking age of students inbto account the responses of first
to third year Technology students have been grouped with
UG, and fourth and fifth year,with PG. Mean activism scores
of the PG and the UG groups have been compared py t-test to
find significance of differences. The results have been
presented in Tables 40303 and 4,30b for male and female
students respectivelys

Table 4,%30a: Significance of Dif_ference Betwesn

Mean Scores of Student Activism for
UG and PG Male Students

Groups N i1 5D SEM art g Level of
Significance

UG 245 TheT3 14,02 690
369 041 Not significant

PG 126 75633 12657 1612

It ig evident from the Pable (4,302 ) that the

obtained bt-value of o471 in case of male students is not
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significant . It means that level is not a variable which
influences stuvdent activism significantly. Male students
of both the levels invelve in activism without any

significant difference,

In Table 4,%0b are presented the results pertaining to
female studentse. The obtained t-value (2.,25) in case of female
students is significant at .05 level. It means, mean activism

Table 4,30b: Significance of DifZference Between

Mean Scores of Student Activiem for
UG and PG Pemale Students

— o —

Groups N M 3D SEM df ! Level of
Significance

ue 66 6To4h 12497 1060
104 2625 .05

PG 40 61052 12679 2,02

score (67.44) of UG female students is significantly higher
than the mean activism score (61652) of PG female studentse
It indicates that female students of undergraduvate level
teﬁd to be high activists, while female students of
postgraduate level tend to be low activists. This COﬁfirmS)

to some extent, the previous finding that £female students



of lower age are more inclined towards activiesm than the

female students of higher ageo

Duration of Stay

-It is generally supposed that bthose students,who
stay longer in the university,tend to have greater inclination
towards activism. This observation has been verified by
finding cofficilents of correlationg (Table 4,31 ) between two
sets of scores l.e., student activism and duration of stay.
Table 4,31: Correlation Coefficients Between Duration

of Stay and Student Activism Scoreg for
Hale and Female Students

Groups Aspects of Student Activism Student

AIC_ AD _ PC__ Sh 5P 80 Activiem af
?M&le ""004 "‘cOO "'.OB 004 002 —907 —003 4'12
TFenma le "001 "‘003 002 008 005 005 903 104—

It is evident from the Table thal coefficlents of
correlation between the two variables have been found to be
-o0% in case of male students and .03 in case of female
students. None of the above are significant. It is further
revealed thatk none of the gix aspects of student activism

is significantly associated with duration of stay elither in



case of male students or in case of female students. It
means that students' duration of stay and student activism
with its six aspects are not associated significantly.
It,further, seems that students' duration of stay in the
university has nothing to_do with student activism in case
of student eommunity in genersl. The notion may, however, bhe
true in case of those student-leaders who aspire for

leadership as thelr career.

Students' Perception of Guardians' Political

Activities and Student Acbivism

Pamily enviromment plays an important role in
influencing the 1life and activities of boys and girls. It
depe?ds on as to how students perceive political activities
of theilr guardiasns. For the purpose, the investigator has
identified two components of guardians' political activities,
io.ee students' perception of guardians; reactions to
protest activities and guardians' actual participation in
politicse The summation of the scores of these two
components form the scores on guardians' political
activities, The correlation coefficieﬂté of these scores

with the scores of student activism have been calculated
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and the results have been presented in Table 4.32a for male

students and Table 4,%52b for female students,

It can be inferred from Table 4.322 that students!

perception of guardians reaction has positive and significant

relationship (.30) with student activism, A1l the six aspects

Table 4.3%2at

Corpelation Coefficients Between Students'
Perception of Guardians' Political Activities
and Student Activism Scores for Male Students

Components of dspects _of Student Activism _

Guardians' AC
Politiecal
Activities

AD

PC

SA SP 8T

Student 4f
Activism

Guardians' 02 Q¥
Reaction to

Student

Activism

Guardians' 07
Participation
in Politics

Guardians’ o1 G
Participation -
in Political
Activities

J29%*
o1 Q¥

030‘)%*

o1 5¥*¥*

o1 0%

o1 O¥¥

SRR O7RE 05wk
009 oT1¥ 0 2 0¥

o1 TRE G 25HK 2BkR

0 30%* 412

o1EX 412

o 20%¥% 472

* Significant at

005 level,

*¥%  Significant at

o071 levelos

of student activism have shown similar pattern of associatlion wikh

students' perception of guardians' reactions., It means students'
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perception of guardians' reactions is positively and
significantly related tb student activisme. It indicates

that if male students perceive their guardians' reaction
towards student activism encouraging, the formér would

likely be more inclined towards activism. The table further
reveals that three aspects of student activism,iseo
administrabive (.29), socio-political (+27) and students'
union (.25) have shown higher degree of association with'
students' perception of guardians' reaction in comparison to
acadenic (.20), student amenities (.16) and police clash (.15),
It seems that studenbs,who perceive their guardians' reactions
towards student activism eneouraging express greater concern
with non-academic issues rather than issues related to

sbudies and student welfare,.

Students' perception of guardians' participation
in politics has also been found associated positively and
significantly (.17) with student activism. Out of the six
aspects of student activism four, viz. , students' union (,20),
administration (.19), socio-political (.11) and police clash
(o10) have shown pogitive and significant felationship, while
remaining tWo ie€e, academic (,07) and student amenibties (.09)
have not shown significant relationship with students'

perception of guardians' participatién in politics. It



indicates that bthose male students who perceive their
guardians participation in politics to be high, tend to
express significant concern over nor-scademic issues like
soclio-political and even police clash, but non-significant

over issues related to sbtudies and student welfare,

On the whole, students' perception of guardians'
volitical achivities has been found to be positively and
significantly related (.30) to student activism. Three
aspects of student activiem i.e. administration (.30),
students' union (.28) and socio-political (.25) have shown
highér trend of relationship with students' perception of
guardians' political activities, while the rest three
aspects,io.e. academic (.18), student amenities (.17) and
police clash (.16) have shown lower trend of relationship
with students' perception of guardians' politioal activitleso
Congidering all these, it seems that closer relationship
exists between students' perception of guardians' political
activities and student activism concerned with nén-academic
matters on the one hand,and less close relationship between
students' perceptiom of guardiang' political activities and
matters related to academics and student welfare. This may
be a reflection of guardians' general and popular tendency

to pay more attentiom on thelr wards' result and degree
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rather than latters' genuine educational progress and

provisions for amenitieso

In table 4,32b are presented the coefficients of
correlation between the above varlables in case of female
students., The above table reveals that students' percepbtion
of guardians' reaction and sbudent activiem have not shown
any significant relazabiouship. All the six aspecté of
student activism have also not shownr any significant
relationship. It msaﬁs girls' perception of thelr guardians'
reaction is nol signficantly related to student activisme
It indicatbes that female students are not at all influenced
by theilr guardlans' & resaction to student activism. It seems
that most of the guardians, in case of thelr deughters are
more ogncerned with their education and marriage rather bthan

wibh thelr general awakening and consclousness.

Female students' percepbion of guardians'
participation in politics has been found to be positively
and significantly (.28) associated. Out of six aspects of
student activism five, io.e. socio-polibical (.29),
academic (.26), administrative (.24), student amenities (.21)

and students' union (.21) have shown positive and significant



209

Table 4,32b: Correlation Coefficlents Between Students!
Percepbtion of Guardisns' Political Activities
and Student Activism Scores for Female Students

Components of Agvpects of Student Activism Student af
Guardians' . . Activism

PN AT P ¥ < xTT,
Political AC AD PC SA SP SU

Activities

Guardians’ 012 018 007 002 915 008 014 104‘
Reaction to
Student Activism

Guardians' 026‘*% 024*% ol 7 0 21% 029%% 0 21¥ o P BH ¥ 1 04-
Participation
in Polities

Guardians' 0218 YR 13 012 0 25%% 16 024%® 104
Participation in

Political

Activities

L —

* gignificant at 0B level, *% Significant at .01 level.

agssociation Wiﬁh students' perception of guardians' participation
in politics, while the remalning one, l.e. police clash is not
significantly associated with the same, It indicates that girls,
who perceive bthelr gusrdisns' particimtion in politics bo be
high, tend to be high activiétsa It is further revealed that such
girls show greater concern with some of fthe non-academic matbers

like soclo-political and administrative as well as academic and

student welfare activities.



Thus, the female students' perceptlon of their
guardians‘ political activities has been found toAbe
positively and significantly (.24) associated with student
activisme Three aspescts of student activism,i.e. socioze
political (o25), administrative (.24 ) and academic (.21)
are positively and significantly related, while remaining
three,ioe. students' union (.16), police clash (o1%) and
student amenities (,12) are not significantly related. It
means that those girls, who perceive their guardians'
political activities high, btend to express concern with
some non-gcademic as well as academic matters. Expreslsion
of greater concern with academic matters may be the reflection
of the popular epinion that girls are mostly committed bo

thelr studye.

Cn the basis of what has been discussed above, it
can be concluded that students' perception of guardians'
political activities is positively and significantly related
to student activism in case of male as well as female studenbtso
Male students with higher perceptiona of their guardians'
political activities are significantly inclined %o all the ,
agpects of student activiem, while a higher trend is shown to

non-acadenlic igsues and lower to academic ones. Thes female



students tend to be inclined towards a few non-acadenic
issues as well as academic issues significantly. Male
students' perception of their guardians' reaction seems to
be encouraging while female students' perception of their
guardians' reaction seems to be neutral. Perhaps, guardians,
in case of their femgle wards, are more traditional and
conservative, Positive and significant relationship between
guardians' political acﬁi%ities and student activism may,

perhaps, be due to following two reasons @

1e Guardians' participation generally covers
social and other problems rather than educatioml

ONES @

2. Because of their limited education, generally,
guardians are little aware of the present
educational problems, so they do not participate

in resolving them.

Political Variables and Student Activism

Under this sub-heading, three variables have been
considered. They are students' association with political

parties, participation in movements at secondary level and
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participation in political and protest type activitiese

Students' Association with Political Parties

Quite a good number of students in the university
have their choice of some association with one political
party or the other (Table 4.5b). It is a popular observation
that student activists (high activists) are generally politics
oriented students, To verify the above belief, on the basis
of information received from the students, the responses
have been classified in two broad categories, namely -
associated and non-associatede. Those students who have not
admitted their association with any of the political parties
mentioned in the question (Appendix 4) have been considered as
non-associated. Further, on the basis of their association
with different political parfies, assoclated students have
been classified into four categories. Thus, on the whole,
five groups, namely - Janta, Congress, Congress (I),
Communists and non-associated have been identified. Significance
of difference between mean student activism scores of these
five groups, in case of boys, have been tested by analysis of
variance (Table 4.3%b)e. The obtained F-value of 10.95 has

been found to be significant at 01 level. For finding further



Table 44332t Mean Scores of Student Activisem for
Five Party-Groups Among Male Students

Party-Groups Janta  Congress Congress(I) Communists Non-

agsoclated
M 79429 7579 76663 86637 7157
N 124 14 52 19 203

significant difference in ten combinatiomnsof the above five groups

t-values have been obtadned (Table 4.33c).

It can be inferred from the above table that oult of
ten t-values, s¢x are significant. Students' association with
Table 4433b: Analysis of Variance for Finding Significance

of Difference Between Mean Scores of Student
Activism for Five Party-Groups

Sources of

Variations df Sums of Sguares  Mean Squares SD
Between 4 7,226031 1,806,458
12482
Within 407 66,9%84.24 164 647
Total - 411 T4 5,164 655
p = 180638 _ 10,98 , significant at .01 level.

164 47



211

three of the parties, i.e., Janta, Congress(I) and
Communists show significantly higher mean student activism
scores in comparison to the students who are not associgted
with any partye.

Table 4.33cs 't' Values for Ten Combinations of
Party-Groups Among Male Students

SeNoe Combingtions of Party Groups af ;t' gig;ifif
alue§ cance
1 Janta and Non-Associlated 325 5629 <01
2 Congress and Non-Associated 215 119 Not sige
3 Congress(I) and Non-Associated 253 2454 405
4 Communists and Non-Associated 220 4,80 01
5 Janta and Congress 136 «97 Not sige
6 Janta and Congress (I) ' 174 1.25 Not sige
7 Communigts and Janta 141 . 2424 405
8 Congress(I) and Congress 64 022 Not sige.
9 Communidgts and Congress | 31 2e34 205
10 Communists and Congress (I) 69 2483  L01

The table further reveals that students assoclated with
communist parties have shown significantly higher mean

student activism scores thasn the students asseclated with
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Janta, Congress and Congress(I). No significant differences
have been found between non-associated group and Congress

group and also among Janta, Congress and Congress(I) groups.

On the basgis of what has been discussed above, it
can be concluded that students associated with Janta,
Congress (I) and Communist parties show significantly
greater tendency of student activism than those students
who are not assocliated with any political party. Further,
students associated with communist partie§ tend to show’
still greater intensity of student activism than the students
associated with political parties, like Janta, Congress and

Congress(I)e

It seems that student activism is not associated
with political parties alone. The above pattemrmn of
difference among the assoqiaﬁed groups may depend on
ideology, tempo or self-confidence, position etc. of the
partye. Students associated with the Commnist parties have
shown highest degree of intensity of student activism only
because of their orientation to leftist ideology which is
less possessed by any other political party, though the
tempo of the communist parties in that region is not so

high. On the other hand, the congress party being in power
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for the last three decades hardly adopted the politics-
of resistance, hence students associated with it have
shown lowest degree of activism among the associated
groups. Students' association with Janta party, which then
was in power and Congress (I) which then was aspiring for
power, have shown activism in between the above two.

Table 443342 Mean Scores .of Student Activism for
Three Party-Groups among Female

Students
Party~-Groups dJanta Congress (I) Non-Associated
M T0e11 66418 62491
28 22 55

In table 4+3%e are presented the results of three
fema le groups, ie.ees non-azssociated, Janta party and
Congress (I) obtained by analysis of variance. Though
the F~-value of 2.90 has not been found to be significant,
its trend follows the results obtained in case of male

students.



Table 4.3%3e: Analysis of Variance for Finding

Significance of Difféemence Betwéen

Mean Scores of Student Activiesm
for Three Party-Groups

No

-1

$§§§Z§?o§§ df Sums of Squares Mean Squareg SD

Between 2 97373 486487 ‘
12497

Within 102 175156450 168420

Total 104 18,130623

86,8 s s o
F= 1808l - 5,90 ,  Wot significant.
R

Participation at Secondary Level

To find out relationship between students'

participation in movements at secondary level and student

e

activism, coefficients _correlation have been obtained

between two sets of scores on the above two variables. These

correlation coefficients are presented in Table 4.34 for

the male as weadl as for the female studentse It is evident

from the table that correlation (.28) between students'

participation in movements at secondary level and student
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Table 4.+34: Correlation Coefficients between
Participation in Movements at Secondary
ILevel and Student Activism Scores

Groups Aspectg of Student Activism Student
AC AD PC sS4 SP SU Activism af

Male W20%%  OFR¥  (DARK J12%F 00wk DTA% OBk 412
Pemale 17 17  o10 o410 413 .08 416 104

*¥ QSignificant at .05 level, ** Significant at 01 level.

activism at the university level is positive and significant
in case of maje students. Further, all the aspects of student
activism also show positive and sigﬂificant correlation with
students' participation in movements at secondary level. It
means that those male students,who participate in movements
at secondary level, tend $0 show higher degree of activism
at the university level also. It indicates that tendency of
activism in male students starts before they enter the
university campus. It seems that this tendency further
enhances and strengthens at the university level in case of

male studentse.

In case of female students, correlation between

students' participation in movement at secondary level and



student activism at the university level is not
significant (.16). The similar pattern of relationship
is shown between different aspects of student activism
and students' participation in movements at secondary
level. It indicates that the above two variables do not
show any significant relationship in case of female
students, but the pattern followed by them is similar

to the results shown by the male students.

Students' Particivpation in Political and

Protest Type Activities

As discussed in Chapter three, students' responses
relating to their participation in political and protest
type activities have also been quantified., In this section
the correlation coefficients between participation in
political %if protest type activities and student activism

"

scores have,computed and presented in Tables 4.35a and

4.35% for male students and female students respectively.

It is evident from table 44352 that correlation
coefficient between students' participation in political
activities and student activism with respect to male

students is 52 and students' participation in protest type



Table 4.35at Correlation Coefficients Between Students!
Political and Protest Type Activities and
Student Activism for Male Students

gglitical and Protest Aspects of Student Activism Student af
hobivities EC 4D  PC SA §° ST  Activiem
CortLolpation M e BT AT 32 W28 039 o4B 52 412
Participation in 36 46 o33 o25 W40 W46 W50 412
Political and A1 052 438 W31 45 W53 .58 412

Protest Activities

A1l correlation coef ficlents are significant at .01 level.

activities and student activities is «50. The table further
reveals that correlation between students' participation in
political and protest type activities and student activism
is 458, A1l the three correlation coefficlents are positive
and significant at .01 level. They 211 can be said to be
substantial. It means that students' participation in
political and protest type activities is highly associated
with student activism. This indicates that male students who
have greater interest in politics and often favour
participation in protest type activities will tend to be

high activistse. A1l the aspects of student activism have
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shown positive and significant relationship with students'
participation in political and protest type activities.
Similar is the trend of relationship betweenAall the six
aspects of student activism on the one han&tﬁwo components
of students' participation in PPTA on the other., It is
further revéaled that correlation between three aspects of
student activism,i.e. student union (.53), administration
(452) and socio-political (445) on the one hand, and students'
participation in PPTA on the other tends to be higher in
comparison to the correlation between the rest three
aspects of student activism, i.e. academic (.41), police
clash (.38) and student amenities (o31) on the one hand, and
students' participation in PPTA on the other. It means male
students,who are highly inclined towazds participation im
PPTA tend to have greater concern with non-academic issues
rather than academic issues and issues related to students'
welfare, It indicate a trend that, perhaps, more politicized
male students are more inclined towards non-ascademic matters
while less towards academic and student facilities,

As mentioned earlier, correlation between student
activism along with itéﬁéspects on the one hand,and students'

participation in PPTA along with its two components on the
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other, in case of female students, is presented in
Table 4.35b, A11l the correlation coefficients shown in
Table 4435bs Correlation Coefficients Between Students!

Political and Protest Type Activities and
Student Activism for Female Students

Political and Protest  Aspects of Student Activism Student af
Activities AC AD PC SA SP sU Activiem

Participation in

Political Activities 43 #4041 .29 W42 W30 -46 104
Participation in

Protest Activities A1 o453 W3T $2T W4T 429 46 104
Political and 050 o490 A8 o33 W53 .37 55 104

Protest Activities

ML correlation coeliciavks art Haw ficamt of -of devel
the table are positive and significant at .01 level. It
means that like male students the female students,who have
more interest in politics,favour and participate more in
PPTA,are more inclined towards student aactivism. Like boys,
girls hafe also shown a trend of greater inclination
towards non-academic aspects of student activism,like
socio-political and administrative while less to student
amenitiese This agrees with observation made by Soares (1970)
that some students treat themselves as citizens, hence they

do not keep their activities limited to only curricula and



2213

school but to wider social affairs. Unlike male students,
highly politicized femsle students have shown greater concern
to academic aspects and lesser to student union. Greater
concern to academic issues on the part of female students

may be, as mentioned earlier, due to girls' greater

devot ion and commitment to their studies. So far as less
inclination towards student union is concerned, this may be

due dominant role played by the boys in the union.

So far, @ students' participation in political
and protest type activities,especially their interest in
politics, their opinion regarding participation in active
politics, thelr association to political parties and so on
and so forth have been studied in section A. In section B,
an at tempt has been made to find the relationshipsAbetween
student activism and six major variables namely: personal,
social, socio-economic, institutional, political and
students' participation of guardians' political activities.
These considerations have shown some significant trend and
positive relationship between some of these variables and
student activisme. It will, therefore, be very important
to make a closer study of the students whose intensity of

participation is high and the students whose intensity is



lowe This will indicate the ideological base for those

who participate on the one hand and their commitment to

the student movement in generales This will help in
generalizing the future trend of student movement in India.
Section C, therefore, deals with the significance of high

student activists and low student activistse

SECTION ¢

SIGNIFICANCE OF HIGH STUDENT

ACTIVISTS AND TOW STUDENT ACTIVISTS

As discussed in Chapter One, scholars have hinted
at the changing concept of student activism. It is not being
considered only as a student problem but as a part of social
movements., Along with many negative aspects, it contains
some positive ones. In the following paragraphs, the
investigator made an attempt to discuss the opinions of
students regarding positive and negative aspects of student

activism, its achievements, ways of controlling it etc.
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For the purpose, it has been thought proper to collect
data from HSAs and ISAs through interviews. Interview
helps in unfolding the minds of interviewee and in getting
 the information which is mot otherwise available. It w as
also thought that because of contrast between their
approaches, the opinion of HSAs and ISAs would be

valuable .

As mentioned in Chapter Three, the exbtreme cases
of the HSAg and the ISAs have been selected from amongst
the sample on the basgis of theilr scores on the activism
scales Out of such 20 cases, iive HBAs and four ISAs have
been reported individually. The remaining fall in tune with
the general pattern of the analysis and their responses

have been helpful in drawing the conclusion.

High Student Activists

Pive out of eleven cases of HSAs were selected,
Apart from their high scores on the activism scale, thelr
general awareness has also been taken into consideration

for selecting them for the purpose.
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At A student of second year Iaw, 'A' hails from
a village in Azamgarh district in Bastern U.P. At the time
of interview he was the secretary of 'Chaudhury Vichar Manch'
a cultural association., 'A' defined student activism 'as a
struggle by students against any injustice'. According to .
him, since students are idealists, there are greater chances

of changes being brought about by them.

He opined that positive gains of student activism
were less perceptible, though there were many and most of
them were in consonence with country's democratic ideals,
Student activism has increased consciousness and boldness
among studentse It 1s putting an end to many social evils,
like - castism, aristogracy etc. It is also compelling the
goclety to inbroduce changes in educational system. But,
it 1s difficult to measure them. To get some good results

one should be ready for md ones alsoce.

'A' neither visualises any check on student
activism in near future, nor he feels any need o check
it + Rather, he suggested that students be encouraged to
participate in activism raising significant_issues. He

favoured constructive struggles to be launched by studentse.



oo
oo
~d

B: A student of BsAs final 'B' hails from Bihar.
She admitted that she started participating in activism for
the sake of fun and pleasure. So far she participated on
five occasions in protest activities, mwainly related to her

college.

She perceives students' demands generally to be
Juste In her opinion, there are positive as well as negative
aspects of student movements. Activism enables students to
meet any authority fearlessly, but sometimes violent with
the result that lathicharge and firing are resorteg to by

the authorities to quell it and sometimes some haleose

their lives alsoe.

She 1s of the opinion that activism among students
can only be minimised, if efforts be made, not fully
controlleds This should not be controlled through police

forces at any coste.

Cs A second year Iaw student 'C' was contesting
for the post of general secretary of the student union at
the time of data collection. To him, the purpose of student
activism is to generate socio-political consciousness among

/
the students. This is more important amd essentia 1 than
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simply redress of grievances. Political consciousness

widens the mental horizon of students, but he observes

that students are interested in movements for petty

gains, 1;ke admissions, finencial help, examination results
etc; He has much hope from student activism. According to
him, student movements are pregnant with psoitive values

and student activism has been instrumental in bringing

gsome reforms in the system. He stressed that student activism
had been accelerating the speed of social change., Control

on arbitrary use of power by the authorities, sense of
equality, consciousness of rights, introduction of improvement
systém in evaluation and changes in education policy are the
results of studernt movements. There are dark aspects also,
but he hopes that many of them will be eliminated in course

of time.

'C' does not foresee any decrease in student
activism, Rather, he is of the view that if unemployment
problem is not tackled, student activism may take even more
violent turn. He rejected the possibility of its control
through police and force. He emphasized the need on the
part of teachers, guardians, govermment and even students
of understanding the agonies of students,rather than

condemning.
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D: A local B.Sc. student 'D' told that he was
2 memter of All India Students' Federgtion (AISF), but in
course of his interview, he revealed that he was inclined
towards ultraleft. He visualigzes that ilncreasing unemployment
situation will accelerate the rate of movements in the

soclety in general and in the universities in particular,

To him, gains of student activiem seem to be very
slow. Present day\student activism enuoﬁrages bargaining
tendency rather than militant spiriﬁ among the students,
which is more essential..He views the on going student
movements as 'demand and grievance' oriented. Students dq
not seem to be conscious beyond that. He tadly feels the
need of organizing‘students in the‘manner,.they would play %heir
thelr vital role in social development. The more student
movement is controlled by repressive measures, the more
violent it would erupt. In his opinion, use of student
power for the vested interest of student leaders is

misdirecting the movement,

E: Hailing from an agricultural family 'E8 is
a PG Scilence student. 4s he told, he was much hopeful of
student power and activism, but greater the experiences he

gathered, more-disgusted. he became with activisme. To his
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surprise, he found many g¥tls like casteism, role of money
and status in it. Thus, he fears that student movement

wou ld get corrupted like any other social and political
movement. In his opinion,individual incidences of violence
in the campus are not at all assoclated with activism, These

are the results of anti-socizal and gunda ctivitiese

For 'E', purpose of student activism is to bringing
about changes in the society in general and education
system in particular. He complained that lack of unity among
students is blocking an organized and effective student
movement . He is of the opinion ;hat student movements bring
positive as well as negative results. Consclousness, sense
of equality and boldness have developed among students bub
care is to be ﬁaken that gundaism, regionalism, catelsm etc.

\

do not ernter themo

According to him, students genenally‘partioipaxe
in agitations if there is any gain. At present greater
emphasis is laid on minor issues, but a time will come when
major issues will be taken. He is of the view that
unemploymert and corruption encourage activisme. 'Only
student leaders seem to be corrampt', he remarked, 'not the e¥

student community’'.



Iow Student Activists

Like HSAs nine LSAs were interviewed., Four, out
of nine were randomly selected and their view points are

given below ¢

P 'F' is a Bedo fimal student. Once he took
interest in student activism, then he was influenced b&
Jan Sangh ideology. But because of increasing violence, he
fully withdrew himself. He feels tha t only students are
not to be held responsible for it. Other sections of the
society are also responsible for what and how the students

are doing,

Because of tbe/ex isting socio-econonic
situations and the way student activism is handled, 'F'
is not very hopeful that activism can be comtrolled, In his
opinion, aubthorities and students poth are responsible for
whatever is happening. He blames the authorities as well as

the students for using force against each other.

Student activism can be a method of reforming
education, according to '"F', but it is not properly
handled. As a result, its negative effects out number the

posit ive ones. Chaos, indiscipline, violence, gundaism etcs
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in vniversities are such resultse. 'F' realizes that
.students are, sometimes, forced to go for direct actions,
get he does not approve their violent actions. To him,

violence is the outcome of mutual distrust.

G: An M.A. final student 'G' had poor opinion
of student activism. He admitted that once he had
participated in a procession under pressure. He feels that
student activism is responsible for bringing down students'
status, for deteriorating academic standard and blocking
the development of the soclety at large. He recognizes
some positive polmts also, but emphasizes that negative
once are graver and more serious. He helplessly feels that

it can not be checked under the existing situationse.

H: A resident of Varamsi City 'H' is a student
of BeSce finale. He is dead against agitations and student
activism and fails to find any thihg worthwhile achieved
throwh activism, Participation in protest movements,
according to him, 'is monsense and waste of time and energy'.
Growth of militant spirit is , of course, a bright aspect
of acti%ism, but he asserted there were many dark aspects also-
disruption, chéos, indiscipline, loss of stud&, loss of
students' elite status etc. All these effect our socio-

economic growthe. He feels it very essential to check the



increasing trend of student activism. For the purpose,

he suggested the abolit ion of student unions, firm steps
and stiff actionse. He refused to join an agitation even
if he was convinced of its benefits. He can only put his

signature if thekre is any signéture compaigne

I: A third year Technology student 'I' hails
from Bulandshahar in Western U.P. By student activism, he
means 'students struggle against estabiishmenﬁ'o According
to him activism produces positive as well as negative
resultse. He finds it to be the best method oﬁ exercising
some coﬁtrol over authorities. But the loss of time one

suf fers due to agitations is irrepairable,.

He agked two guestions, 'why do people expect
discipline only from students?.Are politicians and ‘
adﬁinistrators disciplined?' Even then he feels it
essential that student activism should be controlled
otherwise progress will be block’eds, To check activism

some non-violent methods are to be discovered.

Since the number of interviewees has been small)
the conclusions are not based on statistical treatment.
On the tasis of commondlity in the opinions and views,

following trend may be noticed ¢
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It seems that HSAs have formed some picture of
student activism and alsoc of role played by student
leaders as well as by student community. But between
themselves, they differ according to their ideology or
political organiz ations they are assoclated with. They
also differ within their expegctations from student

leaders and common students.

The HSAs and ISAs feel that activism is associated
with existing socio-economic situations and it is rather
dif ficult to control it. LSAs propose its control through
peaceful means, While HSAs like to encourage it for
bringing about changes in the systemo. Even ILSAs do not
geem to be in favour of checking activism through

repressive meagures.

The LSAs are worried over the negative aspec%s
of student activism but feel helpless. They do not find
gstudents alone to‘be held responsible for the state of
affairs, While they realize the urgency for controlling it
However, they also visua lize some positive gain as a

result of student activisme

The HSAs highlight the positive gains of student

activism in their own way and seem to be ignoring the
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negative ones as a by-product. Anyway, they also seem

to be worried over them.

The Emerging Trend

.

Section A of the chapter, which deals with the
students' participation in political and protest type
activities shows that a large majority of students |
(76 percent male and 69 percent female) take interest in
politicse. They also favour students' participation in
active politics and a significant percentage of them also
takes active part in politics. Students belomging to higher
caste groups tend to be moderate and support those
political parties which they perceive to be moderate,and
students from lower caste groups tend to support radical
political parties. However, the percentage of students'
active participation in different political parties is
low among all the caste groups. The fact, 6 that only 8 percent
of the male students and 5 percent of the female students
are the members of different political parties,suggests
that political awakening among the students, who were, at
one time, at the fore front of the natiorsl independence

movement , is very poore. Inspite of their low political
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awgkening, it is surprising that the overwhelming

ma jority of them perceives that protest type methods are
ef fective means of realising students' demands. Iack of
political awareness on the one hand,and belief in the
effectiveness of protest type methods on the other clearly
indicate that student would rally round some immediate
gains and not round some definite programmes or in general
student movement which has a longer life and more concrete

and corstructive things to achieve.

Section B deals with the intensity of student
activism in the light of six groups of variables namely,
(1) personal variables; (2) sociological variables,

(3) socio-economic variables, (4) institutional variables,
(5) students' perception of guardians' political activities
and (6) political variables. In each of these groups,
various aspécts of the variables are cove;ed, The analysis
" of the data collected under these variables suggeshs

the following trend.

Personal Variables

Under the persoml variébles, three aspects are

covered ie.ce sex , age and ordinal position. It seems that
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sex of the student is significant ly related to student
activism. In case of girls, age too is significantly
related with activism. Though the ordinal position does

not show any significant relationship, it definitely
points to a particular trend in the sense that the youngest
in terms of ordinal position in the family are high
activists, while the 'elder ones' and the 'only ones' are

low activists.

Sociological Variables

Under sociological variables are covered casts,
residence, marital status, type of family, rural-urban
mckground and regilonal background. The evidences show that
rural-urban background is significant ly associated with |
gtudent activismg; Whi;e caste, marital status and family
type are not. Regional background, only in case of male
students, and residence, only in case of female students,

show significant association with student activism,

Socio-Economic Variables

Two aspects are covered under this group,le.e., SES
and occupation of parents. The study shows that occupation

is significantly related to activism in case of boys, and
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even the girls show the similar trend., It+is also
noteworthy that SES is significantly related to student
activism in case of girls but it has not shown any

significant relationship in case of boys.

Institutional Varigbles

Variables covered under this group are
educational commitment, faculties, level and duration of
stay at the university. Faculties are significantly
related to student activisme. The educational commitment
has shown significant relationship with activism in case
of male students. Similarly, level of study is significantly
related in case of girls which clearly indicates the
influence of traditional Indian cultural norms debarring
girls from participating in public life after a

particular agee

Students' Perception of Guardians' Political

Activities

The study indicates that students' perception of
guardians' political activities is significantly

associated with student activities.



Political Variables

This covers students' association wibth political
parties, thelr participation in movements at secondary
level and also thelr participation in political and protest
type activitiess First two variables of this group, ie.ee
students' assoclation with political parties and their
participation in political and protest type activities
are significantly related to student activism in case of
both the sexes, Students' participation in movements at
secondary level also shows significant association with
activism with respect to male students, but not with respect
to female students. However, it definitely follows the

trend shown in the case of male students,.

Section C deals with the HSAs and ISds. It is
important to note that both the groups are equally aware
of the fact that activism among students is the product
of the present soéio-economic conditions and it is
worthwhile noting that both feel very sincerely that the
situation needs to be controlled., This will enable the
students to concentrate on more constructive and meaningful

activities. This means that the situation has not gone



totally out of control. Even the high activibkts are

not completely in favour of breaking the system, and
this really is a good sign. It suggests that elders,
who are gt the decision making end, should take a queue

and respond positively,



